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St. Monica Parents Unite 
To liaise School 

Sheriff Spbnable (far right) shows the group h6w inmates are listed on the/pster 

By Mary Ann Ginnerty 
I Auburn Area Correspondent 

235-2176 

!I Auburn — Offender Aid and 
I Restoration (OAR), a volunteer 

..•program started last fall to wprk 
With inmates- at'. Cayuga County 
ja i l , recently completed a training 
sessiomfor 10 volunteers who wi l l 

. j o i n seven o the r ^vo lunteers 
•already active in the project., 

• 
OAR°is a national movement to 

encourage the readjustment of 
j persons who have'served t ime in 

a local jai l . This readjustment to 
i communi ty l i fe is! accomplished 

by establishing a one to one 
.relationship w i th an inmate and 
m a i n t a i n i n g t h a t re la t i onsh ip 

! following the person's release. 
i 

[ Cayuga is the first county in 
' New York State outside of New 
i York Q t y to ini t iate this program 
. to date. The state OAR steering 

commit tee, chaired by Mrs. Sally 
King of Auburn, is; formalizing its 
organizational status. . 

I n c l u d e d in ,*the t r a i n i n g 
orientat ion was a four of the local 
jail facil i t ies and a discussion 
wi th . Sheriff Robert Sponable 
about jail regulations; 

An all-day session included a 
presentation of the philosophy of 

. OAR by Mrs. King. An ex-inmate 
in the correctional system shared 
his views of l i fe n a jai l ; and a 

BWMBjptreat 
Underway At 
Nativity Paris 
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Brockport — The Better Wor ld 
Movement team of Father Josh 
McGoldr ick, Sister Gemma and 
Anthony Keating are conducting 
a retreat for more than 80 families 
in Nativity of thb Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish this; week. 

Both Father McGoldr ick and 
Sister Gemma were members of a 
team last AutUmfl. which brought 
Better Wor ld to St. Joseph's 
Parish rn-Renfielti. 

-father Robert; Gaudio, priest 
intern at the parish, noted that 
the retreat has^ given the area 
famil ies 'a chance t o "come 
together-as .Christians, praying, 
and- to highl ight their respon
sibilities in the community, and 
t b expand and define their 
responsibilities fco grow as a 
cdrnrr uni ty of people." 
' T h e Better Woj ld- group wi l l 
c lose the re t rea t t o m o r r o w 
"event ig, Apr i l Tf. 

Set 
For Legion Acies 

n . . T h e Legion -of Mary Adies, 
p o s t p o n e d because- o f he 
weather,. has bepn rescheduled 

' f o r 3:30.: p.hvvSunday, Aprtl j2Q. 
Father Clarence1 "W. ' Gardner, 

^ 

r* c-hSp.|ia.in at I 
•l -..Correctional Faci 
4,-i-;. homily ,. at the 
•&.vV ceremony 

•p^**'*™ 

,-th.e • -AuBurn 
! i ty,w1ir :givdthe, 

r eded i ca t i dn 

series o f . ro le p l a y i n g and, 
critiques were designed to heJpi 
the volunteer explore a typical; 
situation of dealing wi th the 

• i ncarcera ted i n d i v i d u a l . A 
discussion of the goals and 
regulations of the program and a 

. general review of the local 
c r i m i n a l jus t i ce system 
familiarized volunteers wi th the| 
municipal and county court 
systems. • \. •. 

The session concluded w i th an 
informal supper. 

Asked about permitt ing OAR 
volunteers to work in the jai l , 
Sheriff Sponable said any help 
the OAR program could provide 
to the inmate would be good. The 
sheriff's department does not 
want people coming back tb jail 
either, he said, but, of course, 
regulations of the jail must come 
first 

Sheriff Sponable indicated: that 
in the past people from the 
communi ty who came to tjhe jail 
came to see . some specific 
person The' OAR program; he 
said, is potential ly available to all 
the Jnmates. He rioted that 
volunteers should be given credit 
for their involvement' since they 
are not being paid and have been 
consistent in their visit ing. 

Assignment of an available 
OAR volunteer is made only on 
the, request of an inmate. Miss 
Mary Monnet , a drug counselor 
stationed at Auburn High School, 
joins other O A f volunteers as 
ir^erviewer who make the init ia' 
contacts wi th inmates at the 
county jai l . 

Miss Monnet, who holds a BS 
in psychology and sociology, also 
has completed graduate work 
towards an M A in psychology at 
SUNY in Oswego. She has been a 
part t ime psychology instructor at 
Auburn Community College! 

needs,».;"he said, OAR also is 
focusing the attention ot the 
communi ty on the problems 
faced by- people coming out of 
j a i l . - ' I- -

. ; s .- | • . 

Hes^id th at OAR asks agencies 
to provide ways to deal With 
persons be i rg released f rom [ ja i l . . 
Inmates, hV said, "don ' t rjieed 
what they heed because of being-
-in ja i l , but a -e usually the people 
in the c o m m u n i t y w h o have been 
the most deprived in areas of 
jobs, housing, education 'and 
similar circumstances. As. at
tention focuses on the problem, 
this process leads to change." 

St. Monica parjsh needs, $9,000 
tb keep the wo l f f rom-the schoql 
door, the parish (council finds. 

That's $9,000 this year, and 
$9,000 next, and that is as far as' 
the projection goes. 

• ' -\ • I ' 
A b o u t 50 coupfes haye 

organized under the name, of 
Concerned Parents to start , the, 
money f lowing. They propose t o 
arrange at least one event each 
m o n t h , i n v o l v e the schoo l 
children and - their -parents in 
preparations, and " n o t only raise 
the needed, money, but' develop 
-an even greater c o m m u n i t y 

I spirit," according to Beverly 
Zimmerman. . \ 

She said the interracial group 
was planning a dance for May 17 
and a jazz concert for1 June 8. Al l 
of the major activities wi l l be " o f 
general, not just parish, interest," 
she said. ji 

Father HdWard Zimmer, ipastor, 
out l in ing the situation fbr the, 
parish, " pointed out that the 
school had "exact ly a 50-50 
black-white rat io ;" that 37.3 per 
cent of the! pupils were • f rom 
Christian denominations other 

• than Catholic, and- that the 
families were in various socio
economic brackets. 

"1 believe education is the first 
step in i n t e r r a c i a l : and 
ecumenical l iv ing," he said. " W e 
believe education is the cor
nerstone of justice and peace." 

" W e believe we are running a 
school because it is di f ferent/ ' 

xFather Zimmer continued. " I t 
does t e a c i '. religious' values; i t 
does teach discipline w i th a spirit 
of love; ' i t does' give "good 
examp le irii t h e ^ p e r s o n s of 
beautiful ly dedicated men and, 
women teaching our children.1 

" W e 
Christian 

be l i eve i t teaches 
i/alues and does give 

extra service to the children and 
parents o : our communi ty . \n 
unusual number of parents ag-ee 
w i th us 

No tmgthe disintegrat ionof the 
Catholic school system in , the 
inner c i t y , ^ the pastor , said 
" p o s i t i v e and da r i ng steps' 
should be takea at St. Monica's. 
Otherwise!, he warned, " w e could 
be next 

Business In 
The Diocese 

Timothy P. Baumer has been 
nanjied manager , e m p l o y e 
re la t i ons , c o m p u t i n g business 
ope nat ions, and (a f f i rmat ive 

poration 
division 

action manager for Xerox Coip 
s, informat ion services 

LeMoyhc 
Baumer, who graduated f rom 

College with a degree in 
nd&str ia l re la t i ons p rev i ous l y 

held positions in labor relations, 
compensation, employe relations 
and aff irmative act ion. . 

"The fact I am w i th OAR; in a 
volunteer capacity is a defjiriite 
advantage. Many irimates are 
leary of professional help as they 
feel the worker is doing i t as; part g 
of his job," /ytiss M o n n e t . c o m 
mented, | 

" I f ind when Working jwith ' 
inmates at the county ja i l / there is 
a general lack of"abi l i ty to.jtrust 
another person.- Confidential i ty 
of the relationship w i t h 
volunteer .helps the inrrate begin 
to learn the sense 
relationship. 

o f i trusting 

the OAR 

• " M a n y . o f the problems faced 
by the inmates revolve around a 
vicious circle. They see them-• 
selves as down and out andjtend 
t o associate w i t h others who;, feel 
the same afs themselves pnil the 
outside. The OAR volujtteef tries 
t o break through the I cyc le . by 
developing aserisejofitrust an[d an 
opportunity for encouragement 

"in t h e commii r i i ty fo l lowing his 
release," Miss M b n n e t explained." 

Keith ^Batman,, Gh^airrnan.oifstlie 
OAR^ tee r i ng ! com.rnitte-e. nbteCi 

. t l iafct :ne"Jcbhcept ;6f0AR'is social 
change." By mee t i ngan inmate's 
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