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National Catechetical Dl 
I 1- Catechesis is; 
existing fa i th ; 'However 
always present in 
catechesis rjnust ; 
evangel izat ion, '; 

poncerned w i t h developing an 
; the ejlement- of conversion is 

the dynamism of fai th so 
also perform the role of 

,' 2. Faith isalways,;; 
i t s ' g r o w t h . Catecndsl 
inv i tat ion and o n g o i n g 
p e p i n g 'wi th the I bel 
manipulat ion or coercion 
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a free response at each stage in 
is, therefore, is an on-going 

assistance t o the believjer in 
iever's maturi ty. I t is. never 

| .5. Catechdsrs 
feve la t ion in forms 
" jmaturity 
i 

-6,. • Catechesis : i 

; . 3 . A person's fa i th develops to the degree that a 
person experiences a relationship t o Jesus" and the 
Father through ,bra\/er. 

I 4. Catechesis .involves awareness of a person's 
present stage off hu nan matur i ty 

mus t c o m m u n i c a t e God's 
that f i t the person's stage o f 

L-nvolves encouraging the • ac
ceptance of and response t o God's invitat ion to 
fr iendship in ways that respect the person's -
l imitat ions and preserve the person's f reedom. 

i 7. Catechesis embraces- the whoI§ person, his 
physical and emotional capacities, his intellectual 
capacities, his capacities t o act freely 

also embraces-the person's fu l l l ife-
to death. ," ! 

8. Catechesis 
span from infancy 

9. Catechesis is 
whatever affects the! 
the effective communicat ion of Godfs revelation. 

concerned w i th understanding 
processof human 'maturing and 

10. Dur ing infancy 
primary concern 
overall envtronmer 

cf 

i By- Sister Michael. Lappetit. 
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Growth in.Faith is 
chapter in the! proposed 
concerns itself primari 
psychology ofrel i jgiou: 
and the genera' 
religious education 
c o n t e n t , m e t h p d o l 
cqrr icu lum. The content, 
extensive, offers l i t t le , 
t q ^quarrel, seriously; 
s t r u c t u r a l discpn-t" 
other chapters. 

turtu 

to early childhood (0-5) the 
catechesis is. t q 'provide an 

it wh ich nurtures ithe develop?-. 

m e n t o f self-acceptance, trust 
autonomy, I 

11 . Cateich'esis dur ing childhqjbd(ages 6-10) largely 
depends on what the, chi ld experiences in his or fier 
relationship w i t h others. Childrejji at this stage.canjbe 

, introduced to the concepts, ritual expressions and 
..practices ; o f the fa i th . relationship in a jmpre 
systematic way. Teaching should be largely ex
periential and should relate.the concepts introduced 
t o the experiences' provided. I 

12. Catechesis dur ing pubertjy or pre-adolescence 
(10-13) takes in to considerationjthat psychologically 
at this stage of growth children, are incorporating 
their sexuality as male> or.femSale in to their sielf-
•concept, and overall self-accep|tance. Because qf a 
matur ing intel lectual capacity i t is possible to 
present and reflect on revelafion in more forijnal 
ways, using,concrete experiences, aud'ovisual aids, 
projects and f ie ld trips rather tr|an abstract 
presentations. 

13. During adolescepqe tpe person becomes 
more capable of spiritual | insight i n t o . God's 
revelation of himself. Mofe opportur ities can be 
.provided for systematic presentation and reflection 
on that revelation, the invitjatidh i t contains and. the 
'.responsibilities a persona,! friendship w i th God 
places on the indiv idual ! Tfoe presentation and 
reflection should take place as] much as possible in 
the form, of concrete experiences requiring jthe 
person's .direct part icipation but reading and 
discipl ined study are also appropriate. ! 

14. During adolescence | religions education 
becomes the process of helping persons of flaith 
make l i fe decisions, specifically in 'response to l t he 
call t o make a decision t o live a fu l l Christian l l i fe. 

15. Catechesis for early adulthood aims to assist 
persons to l ive out their l i fe decision as expressions 
of their relationship to God ar|d to prepare persons 

for and assist them sthrough their personal crises o f 
imits. 

16. For the aging, catechesis aims to help persons 
understand dnd respond in fai th to their experiences, 
and t o help them give a creative response t o physical 
suffering and death. , ~ ? 

t 

17. Catechesis gives special attent ion to qbn--
science format ion by helping persons to formulate 
norms for Christian l iv ing which are realistic for their 
particular stage of maturity. Catechists must be 
particularly sensitive to persons when they are going 
through crit ical transitions in the maturing process, 

18. Catechists share in the responsibility for 
education in sexuality. 

' 19. Special attent ion tq the Church's mission to 
promote justice and peace is centra} to all adu l t -
education. / . 

20. Methods used in catechesis for adults respect 
the. adult status of the persons., involved, their past 
experiences, cultural heritage, personal skills and 
other resources. Adu l t methodology is designed to 
help adults reflect' on the meaning of their past 
experiences in the light of the Gospel, and to help 
them translate that reflection into means for coping 
w i th concrete problems and responsibilities. 

21. Catechesis 

and ecclesiastica 
respected. 

in a pluralistic society demands 
that all ethnic, racial, cul tural , geographic, religious i -

differences be recognized and 

22. Catechesis for special groups such as the 
handicapped, retarded, emotional ly disturbed, etc., 
must be adapted to meet their special needs. 

23. The specific catechetical program model 
i chosen or developed must be adapted t o the needs 
of the group as determined by age, ethnic or racial 
background, cultural l ifestyle and special interests. 

i he longest 
NCD and 

y with the 
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governing 

ogy and 
though 

,/vith which 
outside of 

i t y wiifh. 

in Faith 
Inj the box above is the synopsis of the seventh chapter, of the 

proposed National Cathetical Directory as prepared by the directory 
staff. Diocesan,officials will give a critique of each qf tlie njne 
chapters of the directory weekly inj the Courier-Journal. 1jhe seventh 
chapter is aj ialyzed by Sister Michael Lappetito, diocesan! directorj of 
Religious Education. Extra copies of the directory are available from 
the Of f ice o f Religious Education, 115,0 Buffalo Road, Rochester, 
N.Y. 14624- Any comments, suggestions or cr i t ic ism also should! be 
sent t o that o f f i ce^ . - . I* 

example (translated into 
bt4iavorial Objectives is that a 
religious educator cannot force a-
young person or an adult into 
friendship wi th God, if that 
ps'rson is unwi l l ing 

Too. there are other variables 
that can < Iter the qual i ty of one's 
relations!-

The chapter is di 
three .main subdivisions, the first 
of which is the developmental 
character of fa i th. T | i s section, 
itSfelf; is " introduced .'by* a brief 
development! o evangelization. 
The text of the chapter suggests' 
t h e u n d e r l y i n g r a t i o n a l e f o r 
inc luding the. introduct ion on 
evangelization in. this, particular 

places in the pi rectbry: "First, 
'rel igious educat ion- ! proper is 
concerned With developing' ,an 
exist ing, fa i th . Jeing concerned 
he re ! m a i n l i y w i : h i r e l i g i ous 
educat ion proper, wi i&t is said 
a b o d t deve j lopmen o f f a i t h 
always presupposes 'a global 

.adherence to Christ's Gospel as 
presented by ' the Cr|utch' wh i le i t 
respects the fact that . . . ' the 
ejement. jaf cOnyerjfon is always 
present in the dyna nisni of f a i t h ; , 
and 'o r th 
catechesis 
must also 

cont inued challenge to grow in* 
, maturi ty and'depth. However, the 
£ challenge must always: be offered 

in the context of 'a personal 
/ ided in to relationship to a personal God. 

evangel izct ion 

. the 
'.evangelization 
t o j ea tech 
student's 

at reasori any f o r m of 
(religipi is- jeducation) 
perform the role of 

(s ta tement on 
: ~~ is a good reminder 

ists, especially, that a 
level of bel ief w i l 1 never 

capaq ty lw i thou t the 

fiesides Chapter 5ey!en, Chapter 
Four! also addressed the question 
of , p re -evange l i za t i on and 
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n . Howeve r , t h e 
c o m b i n e d ef for ts, of bo th 
Chapters Four and Seven is an 
insufficient' development of a 
topic so Critical to the Church 
t oday . J h e r e w r i t e o f t he 
directory certainly calls for an 
expanded development of this 
material, t h e reorganization qf 
the propos.ed directory wi l l have 
t o sett le' t h e q u e s t i o n of 
placement. 

One of the strengths o f Chapter 
Seven is its t reatment of fa i th. In 
an older and more tradit ional 
d e f i n i t r p n , f a i t h haS^ been 
described as the "Church's un
derstanding and. explanation of 
w h a t G o d " has revealed."',' 
Catholics; have spoken about the 
faith .asa body of truths. Anjcfthis 
is correct. However,- statements 
of truth-cannot' precede and, are 
riot pr imary t o man's relationship 
in fr iendship to a "personal! God. 

Chapter Seven continues to 

lend-ebalanced perspective for a 
c learer u n d e r s t a n d i n g of! an 
otherwise compl icated concept. 
Two more important aspects have 

, been included in theijdefieition of 
fa i th; its dialogical dparaeter and 
the element of freedjpm. "Faith is 
always, a free re^potfie to God'5 

. grace at each stage in its growth. 
Religio'us education is never 
m a n i p u l a t i o n o r i c o e r c i o n . " 
Chapter I wo on revelation un-

• f o l d e d the storyj o f . God's 
initiative,, but neglected .to point 
out man's abi l i ty tjp accept or 
refect God's ini t iat ive. Man's 
abi l i ty t o accept or rjespect God's 
i n i t i a t i v e , is p rec ise ly rtjian's 

' i exercise of f reedom. Respecting 
: man's freedom abounds! w i th -far-
] reach ing ' i m p l i c a t i o n s t "for 

religious -education). A simple 

p wi th Cod besides the 
element c f freedom The maturi ty 
of the ptrsohs involved and. the 
frequency c~rid form o f their 
( o m m u n i r a t o n \ivith Cod can 

. mod i fy - tne quality of relation
ship Tal; ing into consideration 
thje l imit rtiopL of human nature, 
eSpeciall ' thqst? failures that are 
the resu t cfj emot iona l -o r in-
t«llectua iramaturity and the 
inabil i ty t o : tijake good choices, 
nevertheless^ Christians should 
cont inue to bust in the strength 
of God's pre r Vises and aspire to 
further groWh. It is important to 
point out o n ; e again, that growth 
is not dependent upon the 
amount of knowledge or in
format ion one has accumulated.. 
Growth is dependent uponone 's 
receptivity |;o.wards a personal 
God who is (tailing us to renewed 
greatness in l iberty and t ru th . 

t v e r y pa ren t and teacher 
should be urged to read the 
section in Chapter Seven on 
Stages of Human Development. 
No summary statement can be 
expected to adequately sum
marize a religious psychology of 
learning, but many points in
cluded in this subdivision should 
be encouraged The developrr ent 
of good family relationships dbes 
Jrffect a child's abil i ty to grow in 
trust ajnd develop a loving trust 
r e l a t i onsh ip w i t h G o d . The 
importance, of the presence1 of 
strong fa i th communi ty in j all 
stages of development f rom 
-infarjcy to adul thood cannot! be 
unde res t ima ted . Parents 
teachers must learn to deal 
exaggerated importance of peers 
in the l ife of an adolescent. 

and 
with 

And it behooves adults to 
reflect on the statements relative 
to adulthood. There may be a 
" t o n g u e in. c h e e k " a t t i t u d e 
present w h i l e .pursu ing i t h e 
m a t e r i a l " but , r e v i e w i n g ' t h e 

i content on "con,solidation rand 
j crisis of l imits ' ' ;and."maturi ty 'and 
! aging" is bound- to strike a f e w 
personal chords, ' 

• CYO wbrker BobjrLaird? and 
. Fatheir ;La[irenee tracy of Mt. 

Garme i Par ish have ! w o r k e d 
together with Duah Agyemah to 
develop a, workshop on <phariaia'n , 

. cul ture. A&yerhan; f rom ,Ghana,.is 
' attending 5t[,Bernard|s: Seminary. 

He wi l l be returning! to his 
homeland after compe t ing h is, 
studies foj-.the priesthood. -

i hterested] in black 
During his 

He is 
cul ture irj America. 

. - • * . j -

5tay so far, Duah Has come t o 
recognize some misconceptions 
by.: American blacks. regarding 
Afr ican cul ture as well, as -African 
m i s c o n c e p t i o n s abou t b lacks 
here. . 

; T h e w o r k s h o p s a t vaBjpus 

gathering places of teenagers 
have been geared to promote 
understanding of African"*culture 
\[ ia ; small ' discussion groups and 
•fi lm presentations. Art i facts frorh 
Agyeman's personal possessiorJs 

. ate displayed' dur ing t h e session-. 
They " include:formal-att fre worn . 
by members of the||(shanti tribe 
in Ghana f o r special, occasions,, a 
h igh schoo l - yearbook; , and 
sample selections f r o m recor
dings by t5si.bisa as-examples o f 
Afr ican music, f #& 

BAKISALE 

• The Holy" Apostles. Rosary * 
Sbciety wi l l ; sporJsor;,a baked food-1, 
sale after al l Masses;Syhday,. Apr i l s 
2U, Coffee wiU: be sferved: ; A 

W:^,o^f 

Q( 

:>c. 

In advance of tlie jVorfd Day oj Prayer 
knight of Canandaigua^Couricil, Knjghtsof 
use ih> furthering vbcatidhsih this diocese. 
April 8 in honor of the men and women fo 

Knights Applaud Priests, Religi 
'" 1 

>\prn o in nonur ui t ie men <tnu wumen i 
About 35.pfie^t§; land;religious attended. 

—• -.•'-*.•- - r l inr -pcan r l i r o r t r t i 

jlOUS Photos by Bruce 

,200 
for Vocations, April 20, Joseph Fitzgerald, 
C o l u m b u s , g i ves B i s h o p Joseph L. H o g a n $ 1 , 
The gift was presented at a dinner the council 
lowmg Church vocations in the Canandaigua 

/Vmong the speakers was Father Gerald T. Connor 
director of vocations (photo at left). 
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