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Life, Liberty 
and Law 

Nanc^Mwrphy 
Profess iona l ly speak ing i t 

hasn't been all roses, recently. A 
half dozen of the thorns' which 
came, in my mai l : 

i • • 

* The FDA has approved 
l i m i t e d use ' of DES 
( d i e t h y l s t i l b e s t r o l ) as an 
"emergency morning after p i l l " 
despite congressional misgivings.' 
According to the package insert, 
DES administered to animals over 
periods of t ime "has increased 
the frequency of cancer in some 
species" • ' - . . - • 

* Planned: Paren thood of 
Washington D.C>, in cooperation 
w i th high school social workers or 
mental health counselors, is 
conduct ing weekly 3-hour rap 
sessions dnb i r t h . control , of fer ing, 
a fu l l range of contraceptive 
Services; pap- smears, breast 
exams, a r t i V D treatment. Under 
local staples,:minors can receive 
information and/or treatment for 
V D and contraception including 
abo r t i on? , w i t h o u t parenta l 
consent, Set up as a Teen Health 
Center, PP's cl inic serves the 
W o o d s o n C o m m u n i t y H igh 
School " " in the less-than-af f luent 
northeast section of the ci ty." 

/ • -• 

The ; M a r y l a n d state 
-legislature is considering a bi l l 
( introduced by Baltimore County 
Democrat Howard J. Needle)-
which would l imi t state tax 
deductionSvto two children 'per 
family. 

* Planned Parenthood an
nounced an increase of 20-2:5 per 
cent a year in the number of 
a b o r t i o n s , p e r f o r m e d in t h e 
LfnrfecPStates sinfee 1970, placing 
abortion , second only to ton
si l lectomy as the most common 
surgical procedure in America 
today. ; . 

* In his remarks denying all 
Norwegian nurses the right to 
refuse to assist in abortions, Mr. 
Tobjorn Mork, the health director 
of Norway, questioned whether 
any person refusing to perform or 
assist. in the performance of 
abortions, "has a place in our 
medical ommuni ty . " 

* :Dr. R.T. Ravenholt (Office of 
Population, ifor the Agency of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l D e v e l o p m e n t ) 
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hailed a new forfa of female 
steril ization (calle'd the 'bel ly 
buttor surgery') developed at 
Johns Hopk ins |- Un i ve r s i t y 
hospitjal. "Few" Serious ' c o m 
plications reported in the 638 
experimental women f rom Seoul 
and Manila. ' ' 

But there were roses too among . 
the thorns last week: 

L. Hehpngway, M D : " A sudden 
cataclysmic change in direction 
of 'being' occurs only once in 
each perjson's existence and this 
is at the moment of his con

c e p t i o n . Prior to gametic fusion 
there is no person but only a 
sperm and an ovum. And these 
are destined to die unless they 
fuse. The two gametes, instead of . 
dying, become a zygote Which, is 

1 destined to live. Deve lopmer f 
thereafter is continuous, uh i r 
.tempted 
of a 
remotely 
fert i l izat 
the hurr 
moment 
at the 'm 
of medi 

without any serribl ancle 
dramatic change even 

- resembling that pf 
on. The natural span|of 
an person begins at the 
pf fert i l izat ion and ends 
>ment of death. The aim 

„ „ . ? al practice is to keep 
these two events as far apart as 
possible. / 

• / , 

And Father Vincent Mice l i , SJ: 
"Where there is no ethic /there is 
no law . . . where ther/e is no 
transcendent efhic, no ' eternal 
law to protect defenseless in
nocent l ife, there wi l l ,'be none 
either- to protect the/ lives o f 
postnatal citizens. I n / a world, 
where each woman's /privacy is 
an absolute, ,we have' created a 
monster society where, in the 
words of Kafka, each person 
becomes a sect unto/himself and 
each family is under siege.. Each 
lives on the defensive against the 
aggression of the state. For in 
such a society / every human 
relationship is dissolved into fear, 
and homo homin i lupus (man is a 
wo l f un to hils f e l l o w m a n ) 
becomes the oniier of the day. 

"Bad. morals' cannot make 
good medicin^,», nor can good 
mora ls make/', bad m e d i c i n e . 
Doctors therefore should keep 
certain truths unyieldingly in 
their consciences * ( including): 
Human life begins at conception. 
The human/begins in question is 
innocent, defenseless and.saqred. 
There is never any medically-
good reaspn for abort ion. And 
sterilizatioh of healthy organs to 
avoid reproduction is directly 
contrary /to the aims of -the 
medical profession and hence-is 
always in immoral multation." 

•i ' 

/ i 
. A medical doctor wi th the rare 
ab i l i t y /o present the honor of his 
profession wth the grace of a 
poet,.and a Jesuit priest applying 
the Word of Cod to the scarred 
soul ibf medicine. 

Spring 1975. ; 

T/nere is hope. 

Capitol Letters 
Despite proposed regulations 

published by the Department of 
Health, "Education and Welfare, 
DecemSer, 1974, which would 
have excluded abortion funding 
f rom family planning under Title./ 
XIX of the Social Security Act / 
states are still receiving 90 per 

" cent matching federal funds for 
a b o r t i o n because HEW ^s 

• dragging its feet on making a.final 
determination on the proposed 
regulations. A f inal determination 
would drop matching federal 
assistance to 40 per cent to 86 per 
cent, 'depending on state 
qualif ications and whether states 
elect Tit le XIX benefits. / 

It is necessary to prod ii/i order, 
t o reduce federa l mon ies 
available for ,abort ions. , / 

-ZTPiease. pra ise HEW fo r 
clari fying that Congress/ did not 
intend family planning/-programs 
to include abort ion arid urge 
adopt ion of HBW's /p roposed 

• regulation 45 CFR 249 10.(b] (4) 
(,iii) wh ich excludes a b b r t i p n i ^ ™ 
the def in i t ion o f ; ' f am/ l y p 
services- and .supplies." 

f rom 
aiming' 

• : J ' . ' 
r -r-

/ • ' ; _ . 

/ c o n d e m n e d - fo r 'pay ings ' fo r 
' 240,000 to 278,000 abortions per 
year under the Medicaid] program 
and approving abortion ""plans 
under Title IV. HEW should be 
made to understand that its- plan 
as • expressed in the proposed 
regulation preamble is total ly 
unacceptable. We must demand 
that HEW adopt a regulation 
prohibi t ing all abortions,under all 

' HEW programs. 

Write President Gerald F o r d / 
Whi te House, Washington, D.C.; 
Casper W. Wineberger, HEW, 
wi th copies to Frank CJCarlucci , ' 
HEW, Dr. L o u i s / M . jHel lman, 
deputy assistant secretary for 
Population Affairs and! James S. 
Dwight Jr., administrator of HEW 
Social and Rehabil i tation Ser
vices — • P.O. j-Box 2382, 330 
I n d e p e n d e n c e : .Ave i , S.W., ! 

Washington, • D.JC. 20013r Sens. 
James Buckley and Jacob Javits,' 
U.S. Senate, Washington,. D;C. i 
20510.; you r , respec t i ve 
Congressmen, "' House ' o f : 

° Representa t ives , Wash ington>! 
• :D:C.V205-15: '' "1 ••' 

H £ W shou ld be - 'strongly fr.• CbmpiTed'by Jeanne D, Sweeney, 

Agencies Stress 
Vietnam Relief 

Di rec to rs o f t w o na t i ona l 
Catholic organizations reported 
last 'week that their groups are 
taking steps,.to relieve the suf
fering in South Vietnam. 

'Father Frapcis W. Wright of the 
Assoc ia t i on o f t h e H o l y 
Childhood statdd,that. they have 
sent $192,000 to Southeast Asia 
for chi ld relief In recent months 
cin'd are cont inuing efforts to raise 
funds t o meet t he present 
emergency. 

The Soc ie ty for t he 
(Propagation of the Faith is .also 
(working to develop a unif ied 
program of assistance for the 
church in Vietnam, according.to 
Bishop Edward T. O'M^ara. 

Joan Peck, Doro thy Goldste in , Kathy Benwi tz , J 
a l l rtfothers of S t Pius the Tenth e ighth grad 
H a m i l l , Thomas O 'Donne l l , ! M a r k Contestable 
W a r k , e ighth graders at! the! school , look1 Over 
goodies t o be prepared for a d inner t o b e served 
20 , f r o m 3 to 6 p .m. in the school cafeteria."Proceeds 

dinner w i l l help pay; fo r a class t r ip to Washin 

lers 
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Think Summer 

The Patio Shop 
the livingis easy 

s now open at Bayles Contemporary- and 
both.indoors an«i out. Corne, see our large see our 

collectipn of thej latest styles by^the fine'st names: fyldlla 
O-Asian snd 

sy Shown here 
Brown Jordan,! Fid*s Reed, Woodard, 
Telescope. Aljf'at affordable Bayles pricpfej. 
elegant Tamiami by Brown Jordan. 

\ 

Gt^Bayles 

BaylesljContempprary, bjf Wiriton 
Open daily 12f9; Saturday 10-5 

exit 
244 

, Rte. 490 
7300 


