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Choose Remodeler with Care

Homeowners are strong-
ly advised to follow some -
simple precautions when
selecting contractors for .
their home improvement
projects. The National
Home Improvement Coun-
cil, which has a network

% of chapters throughout

\ the . country, recommends
‘homeowners select con-
tractors in their areas who
dvertise . their affiliation

r

members also support the
binding arbitration pro-
gram of the Better Busi-
ness Bureau, a\ definite
protection for the home-
‘owner in his dealings with
a contractor.
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BE ENERG Y- WISE

While most contractors
*fare ethical, qualified busi-
nessmen, ther'e are always
exceptions, just as in every
business. These exeeptions
are likely to be among the
itinerant contractors who
call ati the door and try to
sell an improvement job
‘on the spot, or a high-
pressure, telephone sales-
man. .

It’s  good practice to
check: out .all solicitors
with the Better Business
Bureal. A banker, savings
and loan association, lum-
ber dealer and, local real
estate | brokers ' are also
good’ sources of informa-~
tion on rehable contrac-
tors. -

" Another good practice,
after you have contacted
or been referred to a num-
ber of [good [contractors, is
to ask for at least}three .
bids. /It’s important that
each fcontra,ctor be ' given
identical specifications.
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When you s1gn, keep in
mind that you have ‘under
law, three da.yslto change
your mind (even after you
sign) . Be sure the contract
has the followmg .prow-
sions:

o It states that the con-
tractor will prov1de both
labor and materials,

‘e The contractor agrees
to maintain required in-
surance covera,ge includ-

ing workman’ s compensa— .

tion.

e Starting and comple—
tion dates are stated

e - Plans andl specifica-
tions are made a part of
the contract, and 'substi-

tutions canno be made .

except by mu ual. agree-
ment.

e The contrgetor agrees
to secure all ne essary per-
mits. .

e Work is guaranteed
for a standard perlod us-
ually one yeazI
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