
COURIER-JOURNAL 

Lawns 

•i 

Page 2a 

By ALBERT GEYSSENS 

EISI? COLOR IT GREEK 

.^A 

Not that .simple. .A 
looking turf,-, whether. n0w 
es tab l i shed requires; 
procedure (hard work) j 

andd 
to 

good 
o r ; 

pfraper 

If you are establishing a new 
lawn here are a few basis DOs: 

'T. Be sure area is 
graded. 

properly 

2. Have suff icient, top soil (we 
\j recommend 4") 

| 3. Correct ferti l izer to make 
| your 50i'I r ight ' for proper seed 
J germination and growth. To be 

sure, have your soil ana 

The above should be 
w i th one big don' t a r d 
Don't asjsume that th i ; 
just take care of itse' 
m o r e e' f fort on 
.Repeated fert i l iz ing 
moisture, maintained 
as soil dries out, are 

4. Use :the correct blend of seed 
for the "area (sunny or Shady-wet 
or dry). | There is one' for each 
situat ori. 

If 
y o u r 
and 

yzed). 

tha 
seed 

fql lowed 
at is: 

w i l l 
i th no 

par t . 
proper 

lly especial 
necessary 

Established1 lawnsji t lequire 
renovating at this timeji providing 
soil is not too wet, either by hard 
raking or tha tch ing ' tio -emove 
under thatch, dead leases, debris, 

.etc. before applying either fer­
t i l izer or seed. Again i f ycu have 
not had desirable results w i th the 
fert i l izer you .have been using, 
perhaps it is not correct far your 
particular £oiI. This is w|heie a soi ' 
analysis is a good ideaMi: leaves 
no room for error wh ich in turn 
means a waste of mon2y and 

.time. . ' I 

WEED PROBLEMS 

If you had any crj3bgr;ass in 
(1974, you w i l l have mqre in 1975, 
jnless you apply a pre-jemergenct 
Vabgrass control now, [before the 
seeds which are in your sbil f rom 
lajfc year have a^chance' to ger-
^jnafe. There are two formulas of 

"pre-emergent cont ro l , one w i th 
which immediate seeding can' be 
dorse or for new lawns •— the 
other is for established lawns 
where no new seeding \s used. It's 
really a simple program. Middle-
May apply Broad LJ=af 
Killer and ' again in 
(further ment ion is majde on this 
below). 

INFESTATION PROBLEMS 

As for l a w n insect infestation, 
keep a close watch this year for 
dead spots appearing in the1 lawn 
dur ing months of"Apri l and May. 
If you d id no t - gru |>proof ' in 
August or September ^1974, i t 
should.be done now! Tlhese dead 
spots could be caused by the 
European Chafer grub, which, 
feeds l ightly in shaded areas of' 
the lawn and heavily;' in sunny v 

spots. An over aburjdance of 
starlings and black bircjs on your -
lawn, or visitations by jinoles and 
skunks, are a pre-wjarning ' of 

"problems ahead.: ;' 

For control use Arthro-Ban 
(Dursban) 'or: Spec t rac ide 
(Diazinon) as adviseg\ Repeat 
treatment in August or'$eptember 

, to control new h i tch ing. , Starting 
June through August fee on the 
alert for Isod |webv\)prm and.-
bluegrass ! b t i lbug. ! ' Same-
chemicals are advised for contro l , 
f o l l o w i n g d i r e c t i o n s fo r ap­
pl icat ion. 

M O W I N G 

= Improper mowiing is Ithe major 
cause of many j lawn jpf'oblems. 
Grass cut too short dur ing- the 
ho t dnbughty su'rrjmert becomes 
unhealthy, as it j i is le|s able' to 
manufacture food . Cutt ing w i t h a 
dul l mower 'rips > and shreds the 
leaf blade, retarding growth and 
provid ing a lodging f|or fungus 

al 
ouer-\jv 
art 
of 

d c ther 
these 

sease spores. Grass allowed 
grc w too long becomes coarse 

arid Bleached out when rhowed 
to p-oper height. Also grass 

owpd to remain too Ipng for 
intering invites snow mold 

fungus problems. In all 
situations the grass 

p lan t i fade away leaving bare 
areas soon to be f i l lep wi th 
weeds; 

T h * proper cutt ing height for 
bluegrass and bluegrass-fescue 
laivns is 1 3 /4" to 2 1/2". This can 
be maintained by regular weekly' 
mowing, except in early Spring or 
F J I I or during periods of good 
growing weather. During these 

periods a lawn should be cut 
more often- Never al low grass to 
grow longer than T/3 the desired 
lengti before mowing. The only 
exception to this rule is your last 
cut t ing jin late Fall, when grass 
tr'en should be cut to about 1 " to 
1 1/2" height before the first' 
srow. » < • 

La{e Fall is also the t ime for a 
top dressing w i th either soil or 
hbmiiis (Peat) or processed catt le 

manure. At this t ime you can 
smooth out any bumps or hollows 
you may have noticed when 
mowing thevlawn during the past-
summer. Home gardeqers some 
times have trouble Ideating a 
reliable source of topsoi l . Black 
earth dug out of the woods is 
often sold as topsoi l . DO NOT. 
buy it, for it is practically wor­
thless. The, tree under whose 
branches the soil has been dug 
has spent hundreds of years 
robbing it of its plant nutrients 
arfd energy. In many cases "f ly-by 
n ight" operators have actually 
used soil and colored it w i th lamp 
black, then sold i t for first class 
topsoil. The color of soil has no 
bearing whatsoever on its quality. 
The best soil to use for repair jobs 
is orje of .the commercial soil 
mixtures sold at your nursery or 
garden center. It may cost at l i t t le 
more, but you will be sure you are 
buying first class topsoil which 
wi l l produce results. In using 
humus or top soil, you wi l l need 
about f ive bushels per 1000 sq. ft. 
of lawn. Spread it evenly over the 
lawn, then rake it in. In leveling 
out bumps and hollows you can 

use up to 
smothering 
way is to ral 
in the ho l lo 
to f i l l up tfj 
replace the 

ke 

1 " of- soil wi thout 
the grass. Another 
up~f;he sod carefully 

, replace enough soil 
lowi\spot and then 

sod - ! 

Late Sum Tier.iind Fall is one of 
the best times* to 'use WEED 
KILLER on your PawnAWeeds are 
growing actively at this, t ime-and 
are very easy to k i l l . A word of 
caut ion, however, on the use of 
weed killer] Remember these-
materials v^ill also ki l l shrubs, 
evergreens and trees." DQ NOT 
apply on a windy day, stay/away 
f rom root i'^ues of all trees a n d ' 
shrubs. CHECK wi th your ' nur­
seryman as to the correct type of 
weed kil ler to use. 

Fall is al: 
year to . 
control of 
Mildews a 

are grasses 
.check as tc 
t iming for 

It is alsc 
entire year 
insect or 

the best t ime of the 
p'ply • fungicides' for 
Snow M o l d , Pqwder 

i d other fungi that 
subject to. Again 

the correct type and 
these products. 

the best t ime of the 
for application of soil 

control. The grub is 

son 
in a young larval stage and (nearer 
the! surface, consequently! Tiost 
vulnerable to the control measure 
pj-escribed. 

FERTILIZING 

Frequency of f e r t i l i z a t i o n 
depends on i n d i v i d u a l so i l 
condit ions and your standaid of 
excellence in lawn appearance 
However, if a good-looking lawn 
ig your standard, three to five 
feedings per year should dq the 
job. Apply fertil izers evenly ' on 
your lawn to avoid l ight and dark 
streaks. If you use na:ural, 
organic ferti l izers, they can' be 
applied any season w i t h o u ^ t h e 
danger of burning. Your 
PFHDINC is t h e mos't 

P0RTANT one of the entife 
if only feeding once. As 
t i o n e d be fo re , use a: 

phosphorous fertilizer fias: 
high in nitrogen over-stijrr 
top growth, which in t u n in­
crease the fungus problem; 

Every area has its, 
problems and these are 
handled and understood py 
Ibcal garden store operat 
nurseryman.-

FALL 
I M -

year 
men-
high 
:hose 
ulate 

own 
best 
your 

j r or 

; 

should.be

