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The National Catechetical Directory: Chapter Six 
Catechesis must 

mercy and justice as 
ii relate fa i th to the quest for 
:he exercise of gospel love. 

•age 8 

Catechists ,must always remember the 
persjonal dimension of Cod's self disclosure. 

\. Catechesis should stress the dignity of the 
person, rooted in likeness to Cod arid the call to 
communion w i th H im, point ing out that this 
sacted 'd igni ty carries wi th it rights and duties 
f lowing direct ly f rom human nature. 

4. Catechesis proclaims that each person is- a 
co-equal member of the human family and that in 
relating to each other people can manifest their 
love of Cod and achieve human fu l f i l lment and 
redemption. , 

5/Catechesis should point out that Cod wants 
people to use their human energy and talent to 
develop the earth. 

;6. Catechesis must include the Christian's 

"responsibility for the work of just ice, ' i .e. , for 
probing and removing the root causes of injustice. 

7. Catechesis must f ind ways of mot ivat ing 
people to personal deeds of mercy and ,com- ' 
passion., It must also iinclude a sense of the 
contemporary challeng^ presented by structured 
in jus t i ce and make 'appropr ia te p r o p h e t i c 
response. 

8. Catechesis must include studies in. peace 
and justice. I 

r Six: The Christian Life of Service 
By q'R. JOSEPH T;ORMA 

This chapter deals w i th an. area 
of Christian fife that is central but 
which is treated in our church life 
as if i t . were secondary. The 
chapter affirms the centrality of 

. " the Christian Life of Service" or 
"The Social Mission of Christians 
and the Cht i rch" and draws out 
the impl icat ions of this for 
catechesis. There are a great 
many strengths in this chapter 
but also' some areas that need 
elaboration ; and specif ication. 
Only the most important areas 
wi l l be ci ted here. 

THE- STRENGTHS-

" The chapter starts by .em
phasizing that the social mission 
(social service and social change) 
is " a ' const i tut ive dimension of 
the Church's mission" and' that, 

therefore, the ch-urch must 
" a n n o u n c e " th is . t h r o u g h 
"evangel izat ion and catechesis." 
This has obvious Tar-reactjing 
impl icat ions for the way. t h e 
Church is to, assign her education 
dollars in the future. It is im
portant -.to point out that this is 
not a new insight, but, in fact, one 
whict i was contained in Pope 
John's e n c y c l i c a l , M a t e r et 
:Magistra, in 1961: " W e strongly 
a f f i r m t h a t Chr i s t ian soc ia l 
doctr ine is an integral part of the 
Christian concept ion of l i fe" 
(and) "we strongly urge4 that it be 
inc luded, as an item in the 
required curr iculum in Catholic 
schools of every k ind, part icularly 
in seminaries. It is to be inserted 
i n t o the re l i g i ous e d u c a t i o n 
programs of,, parishes and of 
assoc ia t ions ! , of t h e lay 
apostolates" fnos. 222 and 223). 
In"affirming the teaching of Pope 
John, the chapter grounds itself 
f i rmly in the teaching authority of 
the Church. 

The chapter goes on to say that 
all of our talents and goods are 
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gifts f rom Cod to be used ac
cording to His wi l l as revealed in 
the qual i ty and direct ion of the 
life of Jesus of Nazareth. Prayer is 
seen as that wh ich nourishes this 
kind of life rather than as an end 
in itself. 

God, as revealed in Jesus, is 
described as having a "human-
cen te red o r i e n t a t i o n . " This 
fol lows logically on the teaching 
of Mat thew 25, "Whatsoever you 
do to the least important ones, 
you do to me . " The central focus 
of man's moral judgment must, 
then, be " the human person," 
whom the chapter describes as "a 
unique creation of Cod formed in 
his image (Cn. 1, 26)". W i th the 
" p e r s o n " es tab l i shed as the 
cent ra l focus for h u m a n 
existence, the chapter goes on to 
l ist " t h e r igh ts and du t ies 
f lowing directly from human 
nature" and then states that " the 
p r o t e c t i o n , f os te r i ng , and 
ful f i l lment of the human rights of 
each person in society is the 
essential task entrusted to publ ic 
a u t h o r i t y in s o c i e t y . " This 
obligation of the social system is 
l i nked t o " C o d ' s i n t e n t i o n " 
regarding the created universe. 
Since God intends the created 
wor ld to exist for the develop
ment of each and every human 
person, "when justice and mercy 
are' the' rule, sufficient created 
goods are available for every 
peiison." In, thus af f i rming the 
goodness of God, the chapter lays 
the b lame, for obvious, social 
in iqui t ies on the inadequate 
social systems which man has 
devised. 

THE OPEN 
WINDOW 

Louis Hohman 
Dear Father Hohman, 

I have been reading lately 
about the trials and tribulations 
of Father Hans Kueng who has 
bjeen called on the carpet b^ the 
Vatican for teaching against the 
infallibility of the Pope. We have 
a study group and some of 'my 
friends have already written off 
the idea of the Pope being in
fallible. They base this statement 
upon what they call the "un
contestable fact" that the Pope 
has been wrong in the past and 
therefore cannot be infallible. Is 
be or isn't he? 

1 Puzzled, 
P.Q. 

Dear P,Q., ', 

The issue tha t you br ing up has 
several., aspects; there is the 
quest ion o f t he Pope's infal l ib i l i ty 
-whe the r h e is , when he is a n d t o . 
what extent; there is the question 
o f the s jppressipn of Dr. Kueng's 
theological' studies; and: there, is 

the question of authority and the 
kiiiid of obedience required. 
ObvioUsly F cannot give answers 
to, all these in this small -space 
(assuming there were ; simple 
answers.) But I wou ld like to 
make several observations Which 
I nope wi l l have the effect of 
clari fying rather than obscuring. 

•Infallibility of t h e Pope was 
defined by Vatican Council I 
some 105 years ago. Its l imits as 
defined are relatively narrow. It 
has been used in that sense (i.e. 
the Pope speaks off ic ial ly, ex 
cathedra, to the universal Church 
or a doctr ine of fai th or morals) 
only once in the 105 years — on 
Nov. 1, 195,0, by Pope Pius XII to 
def inethe Assumption of Mary. If 
it were kept wi th in such limits,, it 
wou ld be a non-issue. 

But the trouble seems to me to 
ceme f rom several facts: a. that 
seme .leaders in the Church tend 
to exaggerate the Pope's in
fal l ib i l i ty and extend it in a 
"quas i " fo rm to many other lesser 
pronouncements; in fact, they 
g i /e ' t l j ie impression that every 
t ime|the Pope speaks on anything 
he is infal l ible, b. there is some 

• confusion between obedience to 
authority and infal l ib i l i ty. The 
Pope has a r ight t o make 
statejments about where the 
Chuilch stands on a certain matter 
at th|is point in histroy, and has a : 
right] t o expect obedience. But 
that does not make his statement 
infal l ible or irreversible; nor 
shoujdi i t preclude -prudent s tudy 
and investigation of the topic by 
competent theologians, such as 
Dr. Kueng. 

The chapter also draws out the 
many practical1 implications of 
the above including the fact that 
" i f the p o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t y 
becomes incapable of func
t ioning appropriately and op
presses its citizens, it is proper for 
the citizens to defend their rights 
against any abuses by the 
governing author i ty" as well as 
the fact that "a person in ?xtreme 
necessity has the right to take 
f rom the riches of others what is 
needed." This should le lp us 
grapple wi th the reality) of the 
necessity of rebellion against 

" inst i tut ional ized violence," the 
" l a w and o r d e r " tha t 
systematically allows certain 
people jto go. w j thou : basic 
necessities whi le others are able 
to obtain luxuries, Thi$ is an 
extremely important insight at a 
t ime when r e d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
resources and power is being 
thrust upon us not only in the 
context of the state c.nd the 
nat ion, but most especial y at the 
international level. . 

The chapter is very strong on 
the'essential role of Christians in 
theS social order as regards both 
mercy and justice, point ing out 

, that this involves concern for 
" the welfare'of the whole human 
fami ly ." This statement guards 
against the self'-centeredness and 
parochialism that is an ever-
present temptat ion. < 

I 
Fina l ly , 1 the re la t i on of 

catechesis to the social mission is 
dealt w i th in a rather def ini te 
manner. Besides remarking that 
"aspec ts of0 soc ia l c o n c e r n " 
should have a "central place" in 
catechesis, the chapter concludes 
wi th the thought that catechesis 
might include "a sense of the 
c o n t e m p o r a r y c h a l l e n g e 
presented by structured injustice 
and make t h e app rop r i a t e 
prophetic response." • 

The chapter backs up its 
statement well w i th refergnces'to 
Chu rch d o c u m e n t s and t h e 
Scripture. 

AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT 

The statements on "steward
ship" should make clear that this 
is an obl igation also of social 
institutions and not just of in
dividuals. The idea of "social s in" 
must! be, developed here, so that 
the Church's call t o conversion is 
seen as applying very strongly to 
social systems as well as to in
dividuals. This is t rue because t h e 
soc ia l order ( the " c o m m o n 
good") is necessary for individual ' 
development. ^ 

This whole chapter wou ld have, 
benefited greatly f rom a con
nection between the "person" 
and " t h e K i n g d o m . ^ The 
" K i n g d o m " is a b ib l i ca l \ image 
symbolizing the f inal social, order 
that is .now in the process of 
becoming. It stands for \that 
social order that w i l l be when 
each person has become all he\or, 
she can be. The .image df the 
' 'K ingdom" serves to indicate that 
the -development of the social 
order arid the-development of the 

individual are necessarily con-. 
neeted. "v 

i 

This also would have clarif ied 
the statement that "rel igion may 
not be conf ined to worship and 
personal mora l ma t t e r s , " 
although it must also be pointed 
out this statement is true for the 
"Christ ian" rel igion because of 
the nature of the "Christ ian" God, 
whereas i re l i g ion ( " c o m 
prehensive l i fe-orientation") for 
some people is, in fact, so l imi ted. 

Although :it is strongly implied 
.that Christians cannot opt for a 
"survival of the fittest," com
petit ive typei of society, the point 
is not made! strongly enough. It 
could have been included in the 
section dealing wi th "relat ion
ships between people." This 
section itself should have been 
put after, not before, the section 
"humanity .and creat ion" since 
our relationships wi th each other 

our view of the 
of h u m a n i t y and 

depend on 
m e a n i n g 
creation 

The sect 
j us t i ce have onfe 

ons on mercy and 
sigrrif i cant 

weakness. MerCy is seen as in
volving "generally spontaneous 
responses to human f need" wi th 
the impl icat ion thafr justice is 
generally j "non-spontaneous." 
This fails to come, to grips w i t h 
institutiona ized forms of mercy 
(hospitals, tel ief, funds, etc.) and 
spontaneous works of justice 
(protests, etc.). 

The biggest weakness in the 
whole chapter, however,, relates 
to the social mission of the 
Church. T h ^ mission of individual 

Christians is pointed out but there 
is no ment ion of the fact that the 
institutional Church has the 
responsibility to initiate more 
adequate responses to social 
problems than those presently 
ex is t ing in soc ie ty . This is 
"preaching by deed." When 
society "converts" and is wi l l ing 
to |ake over, then the Church 
musjt init iate other responses. It 
must always be an avante-garde. 
It has a religious mission to point 
the [ w a y . It is civi l society's 
"proper" mission to maintain 
social, economic, and pol i t ical 
structures. ' 

F nally, the chapter's treatment 
of catechesis w o u l d have 
bene f i t ed f r o m Mate r et 
Magistra's ' educational insight 
tha | theory and practice must be 
c o m b i n e d in any re l ig ious" 
education program relating to 
sod al concerns. The chapter is 
c o n c e r n e d i tha t re l ig ious 
education find "ways to motivate 
people both to personal deeds of 
compassion apd works of peace 

One possibility 
Pope John is that 

and justice 
provided by 
"foijmal instrbction (must be) 
supplemented! by act ivi ty 
dertaken for tjhe sake of gaining 
experience (because), just as, in 
the)words of an old saying, one 
cannot acquire the correct use of 
liberty except by using liberty' 
coniectly, so one learns how to. 
act as a Christian in sociajl and 
e c q n o m i c mat te rs , o n l j by 
practical Christian action inl'these 
f ields" (nos. 231 and 232). ! 
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