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1. Catechesis must rel ate faith to the quest for
mergy and 1u5t1ce as the exercise of gospel love.

2. Catechists .must * always
personal dimension of God's self disclosure.

3. Catechesis should stress the dignity of the
perdon, rooted in likeness to Cod and the call to
communion with Him, peinting out that this
sacred dignity carries with it rights and duties
L flov ing dlrectly from human nature. ’

relatin
love o
© redemption.

‘remember the -

3

4. Catechesrs proclatms that each person is. a
co-equal member of the human family and that in
to each other people can manifest their .
God and achleve human fulfillment and

!

57 Catechesrs should point out that God wanls
people to use theéir human energy and talent to
deyelop the earth.

56. Catechesis must include'the Christian’s

The Natronal Catechetlcal Dlmﬂaﬂ. Chapter- SIX:

‘responsibility for the lr'ork of justice,“i.e., 1J'or
probing and removing tl

| passion,
l response.
|
{
|
|

and justice.

7. Catechesis must find ways of motivating
people to personal deeds of mercy and .com-.
It must also jinclude a sense of the
contemporary challenge presented by structured
injustice and make approprrate prophetlc

8. Catechesis must lnclude studles in. peace

e root causes of mjustlce

| : J

Chapter Six: The Christia

"By QR JOSEPH TORMA

This chapter deals with an. area
“of Christian life that is central but
which is treated in our church life
as if it. were secondary. The
chapter affirms the centrality of

. “the Christian Life of Service” or

“The Sacial Mission of Christians
and the Chdrch” and draws out
the implications of this for
catechesis. There are a great
many stiengths in this chapter
but also’ some areas that need
elaboration - and specification.
Only the most important areas

, will be cited here.

THE STR'ENGTHS,

The chapter starts by em-
phasizing that the sacial mission
{soeial service and social change)
is “a constitutive dimension of

the Church’s mission” and that,
therefore, the chiirch must
“announce’’ this . throug’h

“evangelization and .catechesis”
This - has obvious far- reaching

implications for the way. the
Church is to assign her education
dollars "in the future. It is im-

.. portant-to point out that this is

nota new insight, but, in fact, one
whiéh -was . contained in Pope
john’s encyclical, Mater et
Magistra, in 19671: “We strongly
affirm that Christian social
doctrine is an integral part of the
Christian conception of life”
(and) “we strongly urgé that it be
inc!uded. as an item in the
required cufriculum in Catholic
schools of every kind, particularly.

-in seminaries. It is to be inserted

into the religious education
piograms of, parishes and of
absociationsl  of the
apostolates” (nos 222 and 223).
Infaffirming the teaching of Pope
John, the chapter grounds itself
firmly in the teaching authonty of
the Church.

The chapter goes on to say that
all of our talents and goods are

lay -

In the box aboveis a synopsils of the sixth chapter of the proposed
National Catchetical Drrect‘bry :as prepared by the directory staff.

Diocesan officials will give a critique of each of the nine chapters of the -

directory weekly in the Courier-Journal. The sixth chapter is analyzed
by Dr. Joseph Torma of the Office of Human Development. Extra copies
of the directory are available from the Office of Religious Education,
1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Any comments, suggestions
or criticism also should be sent to that office.

gifts from Cod to be used ac-
cording to His will as revealed in
the quality and direction of the
life of Jesus of Nazareth. Prayer is
seen as that which nourishes this
kind of life rather than as an end
in itself.

God, as revealed in Jesus, is
described as having a “human-
centered orientation.” This
follows logically on the teaching
of Matthew 25, “Whatsoever you
do to the least important ones,
you'do to me.” The central focus

.of man’s moral judgment must,

then, be “the human person,”

whom the chapter describes as “a
unique creation of God formed in
his image (Cn. 1, 26)". With the
“person” established as the
central  focus for human
existence, the chapter goes on to
list ““the rights and duties
ﬂowrng directly from human
nature” and then states that “the
protection, fostering, and
fulfillment of the human rights of
each person in society is the
essential task entrusted to public
authority in society.” This
obligation of the social system is
linked to ““God’s intention”
regarding the created universe.
Since Cod intends the created
world to exist for the -develop-

_ment of each and every human

person, “when justice and mercy
arg the tule, sufficient created
gopds are available for every
peson.” In, thus affirming the
gopdness of God, the chapter lays
the blame. for obvious . social
indquities on . the inadequate
sogial systems which man has
devrsed
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Dear Father Hohman,

1 have been reading lately
about the trials and tribulations
of Father Hans Kueng who has
been called"on the carpet by the
Vatican for teaching against the
‘infallibility of the Pope. We Pave
a study group and some of 'my
friends have already written off
the idea of the Pope being in-
fallible. They base this- statement
upon what they cali the “un-
contestable fact” that the "Pope
-has béen wrong. in the past and
therefore cannot be mfalllble Is
he or isn’t he?

Puzzled,
P.Q.
Dear P. Q , !

The issue that you bnng up has
several | aspects; there is the
questlon of the Pope’s infallibility
- whether he-is, when he is and.to.
what extent; there is the question

' / of the suppression of Dr. Kueng's
theological’ studies;. and: there is

M

‘statements about where

he question of authority and the
kind of obedience required.
Obvrodsly [ cannot give answers
to. all these in this small space
(assuming there were . dimple
answers.) But | would like to
make several observations which
I hope will have the effect of
cl&rifying rather than obscuring.

’lnfalhblllty of the Pope was

defined by Vatican Council |
some 105 years ago. lts limits as

ddfined are relatively narrow. It

has been used in that sense (i.e. " AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT

the Pope speaks officially, ex
cathedra, to the universal Church
on a doctrine of faith or morals)

only once jn the 105 years — on .

Nev. 1, 1950, by Pope Pius X1 to
ddfine the Assumption of Mary. If
it were kept within such limits,.it
would be’'a non-issue.

~t
—(D.

some leaders in the ‘Church tend
to exaggerate the Pope’s in-

fallibility and extend it in a -

‘guasi” form to many other lesser
pronouncements; in fact, they
give tlpe impression that every
time/the Pope speaks on anything
he is infallible, b. there is some

.confusion between obedience to

authonty ‘and infallibility. The
Pope has a right" to maﬁe
the

Chuich stands on a certain matter

at this point in histroy, and has a :
right to expect obedience. But

that does not make his Statement
mfalhble or irreversible; nor

should:it preclude prudent study-

and investigation of the topic by
competent theologians, such as
Pr. Kueng.

But the trouble seems to me to
come from several facts: a. that .

-that is .now in the proc

The chapter also draws out the
many practical implications - of
the above including the fact that
“if the political authority
becomes incapable of func-
tioning appropriately and op-
presses its citizens, it is proper for
the citizens to defend thejir rights
against any abuses by the
governing authority” as |well as
the fact that “a person in pxtreme
necessity has the right [to take
fromn the riches of others| what is
needed.” This should help us
grapple with the reality; of the
necessity of rebellion | against
“institutionalized violenge,” the
“law and order”’ that
systematically allows |certain
people o go. without basic
necessrtxes while others pre able
to obtain luxuries. This is an
extremely important insight at a
time when redistfibution of

resources and power is being’

thrust upon us not only in the

context of the state and the

nation, but TOSt especially at the
al level. |

The chapter is very strongon
the’ essential role ‘'of Christians in
theisocial order as regards both
mercy and justice, pointing out
that this involves concern for
“the welfare 'of the whole human
family.” This statement guards
against the self-centeredness and
parochialism that is an ever-
present temptation.

Finally,” the relation of
catechesis to the social mission is
dealt with in a rather definite
manner. Besides remarking that

"aspects of? soual .€oncern”
should have a “central place in
catechesis, the chapter concludes
with the thought that catechesis
might include “a sense of the
contemporary challenge
presented by structured injustice
and- make the appropriate
prophetic response.” -

The chapter backs up .its

statement well with references to'!

Church documents and the
Scripture.

3

The statements on “steward-
ship” should make clear that this

is an obligation also of social °

institutions and not just of in-
dividuals. The idea of “social.sin”

must be developed here, so that
the
seen as applying very strongly to

social systems as well as to in-
dividuals. This is true because the’

social order (the "“‘common

good”) is necessary for mdlvrdual '

development

" This whole chapter would have. .

benefited greatly from a con-
nection between the “person”
and “the Kingdom.X The
“Kingdom” is a biblical | .image
symbolizing the final social, order

ess of
becoming. It stands for \that
social order that will be when

each person has become all he\or:

she can be. The image df the
Kingdom” serves to indicate that
the development of the secial

- ofder and the-development. of the.
individual are mecessarily con-.

necte¢ .

thurch’s call to conversion is-

"
i
!
I

n Life of Service

This also would have clarified
the statement that “religion may
not be confined to worship anrd
personal moral  matters/’
although it must also be pomted
out this statement is true for the
“Christian” religion because of
the nature of the “Christian” God,
whereas religion (““com-
prehensive life-orientation”) for
some peopld is, in fact so limited.

Although it is strongly implied
,that Christians cannot opt for a
“survival of the fittest,” com-
petitive typg of society, the point
is not made strongly enough. it
could have been included in the
section dedling with “relation-
ships between people.” This
section itself should have been
put after, not before, the secti’on
“humanity and creation” since
our relationships with each other

depend on our view of the
meaning bf huganity and.
creation

The sections on mercy and
justice halve .one sigmificant
weakness. Mercy is seen as in-
volving “generally spontaneous
responses tb humang need” with
the im hcatlon thae justice is
generall% “non-spontaneous.”
This fails to come, to grips with’
institution (l)rzed forms of mercy
{hospitals, r‘ellef funds, etc.) and
spontaneous works of justice
(protests, etc) '

* The big est weakness in the
whole chapter, however, relates
to the social nfllssron of the
Church. The mission of individual

Chr stians is pointed out but there -
is no mention of the fact that the
inst{tutional Church has the
responsibility to initiate more
adequate responses to social

- problems than those presently

existing in society.” This is
“prebchmg by deed.” When
socipty “converts” and is willing
to fake over, then the Church
mugt initiate other responses. 1t
must always beé an avante-garde.
It has a religious mission to point

thef way. It is civil society’s
“proper” mission to maintain
social, economic, and political
strugctures. ‘

Finally, the ?hapter S treatment
of { cateches would have
benefited Mater et
Magistra’s insight
tha

from
educational

bined in any religious’
ecl cation program relating to
SO |al concerns. The chapter is
copcerned . that religious
edyication find “ways to motivate
pecple both to personal deeds of
compassion and works of peace
and justice”, One possibility
provided by t’ope john is that
“formal instrlction (must be)
supplemented‘ by activity un-
dertaken for the sake of gaining
expenence (because) ]ust as, in
thelwords of an old saying, one

“ cannot acquire the correct use of -

liberty except by using liberty
cortectly, so one learns how to,
act'as a Christian in social and
economic matters .only by
practical Christian action in/these
fields” (nos. 231 and 232).
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