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First i n a Series 
By Father Robert F. M c N a m a r a 

Pi lgr i rns t o t h e R o m a n H o l y 
Y e a r C u s t o m a r i l y m a k e 
d e v o t i o n a l v is i ts t o t h e f o u r m o s t 
n o t a b l e c h u r c h e s (or bas i l icas) in 
R o m e : St. Peter 's , St. Paul 's , St. 
John La te ran , a n d St. M a r y M a j o r . 
W e . t h o u g h t it m i g h t b e i n 
t e res t i ng , espec ia l l y t o t hose w h o 
p l a n t o go t o R o m e th is H o l y Year 
o f 1975,-i.o k n o w s o m e t h i n g a b o u t 
t hese m e m o r a b l e chu rches . 

Let 's t a k e t h e m in reverse 
o rde r . T h a t makes; St. M a r y M a j o r 
t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e p resen t a r t i c l e . 

Th is c h u r c h o f St.' M a r y has 
severa l names . O p e is St. M a r y o f 
t h e C r i b . Perhaps as ear l y as t h e 
F o u r t h C e n t u r y ) t h e o r i g i n a l 
c h u r c h h a d a : l i t t l e c h a p e l 
m o d e l e d a f te r t h e s tab le at 

, B e t h l e h e m ; a n d e v e n t o d a y t h e 
b l e s s e d S a c r a m e n t c h a p e l 
c o n t a i n s a marble^ c r i b set d a t i n g 
f r o m t h e 1 3 t h C e n t u r y — t h e 
o l d e s t " c r e c h e " in ex is tence . 
T h e c h u r c h is a lso c a l l e d O u r 
Lady o f t h e Snows . Th is is 
'because an o l d l e g e n d says 
t h a t Pope L ibe r ius , d r e a m i n g o n e 
A u g . 4 , was i nsp i r ed t o b u i l d a 
sh r ine t o O u r Lady o n a spot 
w h e r e Snow c o v e r e d t h e g r o u n d . 
H e f o u n d t h e spo t nex t d a y , and. 

> the snow — although Rome 
sel,dom sees sr tow i n w i n t e r , a n d 
nevier i n t h e A u g u s t hea t The re 
he e r e c t e d t h e c h u r c h N o w 
w h e t h e r t h e r e is a n y t h i n g t o t h e 
s n o w l e g e n d j r n o t . t h e f i rs t ' 

s t r u c t u r e a p p a r e n t l y "was b u i l t ; b y 
..Pppe L ibe r ius , s o i t is s o m e t i m e s 
re fe r red t o as t h e LiberSati 
Bas i l i ca . ! 

i ' i , 
| "But t he ; f a v o r i t e n a m e * i s St. 
M a r y Majoj r . I t r e c e i v e d t h i s n a m e 
f r o m Pope! Sixtus 111,"who r e b u i l t 
a n d e n l a r g e d i t t o i ts p resen t 
basic d i m e n s i o n s a b o u t t h e year 
432. H e ^ded ica ted i t as ( the 
Bas i l i ca o f Grea t St. M a r y , t h e 
M o t h e r of i G o d . I n L a t i n , " G r e a t 
(or greater ) St. M a r y " is " S a n c t a 
M a r i a M a j o r " ; i n I t a l i an it! is 
" S a n t a M a r i a M a g g i o r e " ; i n 
Engl ish i t is " S t . M a r y M a j o r " . 

The rejason w h y t h e Pope 
e n l a r g e d ^ t h e c h u r c h - is 
f a s c i n a t i n g . For severa l years 
a r o u n d t h e year 430 , a heresy 
c a l l e d N e s t o r i a n i s m h a d d e n i e d 
t h a t : C h r i s t was t r u l y a G o d - m a n : 
his human! n a t u r e , sa id Nes tp r i us , 

• was a real ; human p e r s o n , so M a r y 
c o u l d n o t b e c a l l e d t h e M o t h e r o f 
G o d ; o n l y o f C h r i s t . N o w 
Chr is t ians h a d fo r years c a l l e d 
M a r y t h e M o t h e r o f G o d 
(mean ing^ o f cou rse , t h a t : H e 
w h o m she! b o r e w a s t r u l y a d i y i n e 
p e r s o n ) . $0 t h e r e was, a c h u r c h 
c o u n c i l h e l d t o d e f i n e t h e m a t t e r , 
and t h i s e c u m e n i c a l c o u n c i l , h e l d 
at Ephesus in As ia M i n o r i n ' 431 , 
d e c l a r e d M a r y ' s r i g h t t o t h e t i t l e 

" M o t h e r o f G o d . " I t was t o 
ce leb ra te th is v i c t o r y t h a t , t h e 
P o p e e n l a r g e d t h e c h u r c h . 
Furthermore, he installed, in the 
a r c h c r o w n i n g t h e , a l ta r , s b m e ' 

mosa i c p i c t u r e s o f M a r y ' s l i f e — 

The I 
Church 1975 

Fr, 
Andrew GreeleyJ 

I c a n ' t ' f i g u r e t h e C a t h o l i c 
o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e " e t h n i c t h i n g . " 

T h e red i scove ry o f e t h n i c i t y is. 
o n e o f t h e ( n a j o r c u l t u r a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t s o f r ecen t years . 
T h e A m e r i c a n Jewish C o m m i t t e e . 
was d e e p l y i n v o l v e d in t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f t h e " e t h n i c r e v i v a l " 
a n d n o w has a m a j o r i n s t i t u t e 
i n v o l v e d in e t h n i c research a n d 

i p r a c t i c e . T h e Fo rd F o u n d a t i o n 
has m a d e grants- in t h e f i e l d f o r 
t h e last f i v e years (as I have 

grateful' reason to know). The 
g o v e r n m e n t is b e c o m i n g . i n 
v o l v e d t o o , a n d has set u p an 
e t h n i c c o m p o n e n t o f o r t h e 
b i c e n t e n n i a l c e l e b r a t i o n . T h e 
mass m e d i a , wh; i le o f t e n v i e w i n g 
t h e s u b j e c t wi t jh d i s tas te , h a v e 
res igned t h e m s e l v e s t o i ts i m 
p o r t a n c e , ( v i de iKo jae , C o l u m b o , 
Bare ta , e tc . ) 

Younge r schp la rs ( m a n y o f 
• them C a t h o l i c ) are p o u r i n g -ou t 
f i r s t - ra te a c a d e m i c research o n 
t h e sub jec t . W h e n " E t h n i c i t y " 

' began p u b l i c a t i o n a year a g o , w e 
. w e r e n o t sure t h a t w e c o u l d f i l l 
u p a yearns w o r t h o f issues w i t h ' 
s cho la r l y a r t i c les . N o w w e h a v e a 

. \ b a c k l o g o f r ho re t h a n a year . 
E t h n i c i t y has b e c o m e respec
t a b l e — a l m o s t . 

Yet t h e o f f i c i a l " a n d u n o f f i c i a l 
e l i tes o f t h e C h u r c h i g n o r e i t . A 
f e w pages w e r e c o n c e d e d in t h e 
b i c e n t e n n i a l d i scuss ion g u i d e , 
" e t h n i c s " w e r e p e r m i t e d t o t e s t i f y 

' a t t h e r i g g e d B i c e n t e n n i a l 
. " h e a r i n g s , " b u t ' o n l y a f t e r 
> e v e r y o n e e lse .had s p o k e n , a n d 

t h e y w e r e c u t o f f because t h e r e 
w a s n ' t e n o u g h . t i m e . C a t h o l i c 
j o u r n a l s o f o p i n i o n usua l l y p a y 
l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n t o e t h n i c i t y . 
" A m e r i c a " r e c e n t l y r e n e w e d i ts 
e d i t o r i a l w a r n i n g t h a t " t o o m u c h " . 
e t h n i c consc iousness was a b a d 

, t h i n g . _ • ' '. 

C a t h o l i c c o l u m n i s t s ( l i ke t h e 
respec ted Msg r . G e o r g e Casey) 
a r e d u b i o u s , " C o m m o n w e a l ' 

types repeatedly flarl Micihael 
, N o v a k f o r h is e t h n i c themes, , 

G e n o Bf i ron i is c o n v e n i e n t l y 
i g n o r e d ; C a t h o l i c co l l eges a n d 

universities have little in the; way 
o f e t h n i c courses . 

H o w come? 

A Jewish c o l l e a g u e suggested 
tha t t h e , r e a s o n m i g h t have 
s o m e t h i n g t o d o w i t h h i s ex
p l a n a t i o n o f w h y e t h n j c i t y 
d r o p p e d , f r o m t h e n o t i c e o f 
Amer ica i i i soc io log is ts a f t e r t h e 
Second yVor ld W a r . 

The s tuden ts w h o f l o c k e d t o a 
great N e w York u n i v e r s i t y o n t h e 
G. I. B i l l ' w e r e m o s t l y Jewish; k ids 
f r o m t h e East Side a n d B r o o k l y n . 
The i r t eachers w e r e also Jewish 
b u t c o s m o p o l i t a n a n d 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d ( o n e e v e n c h a n g e d 
his n a m e t o s o u n d as W A S P as 
p o s s i b l e ) ; t h e y w e r e a l s o 
a s h a m e d a t s t h e o b v i o u s 
"Jew ishhess " o f t h e i r b r i g h t b u t 
u n p o l i s h e d s tuden ts . Par t <af t h e 
e d u c a t i o n o f t h i s b r f l | i a n t 
g e n e r a t i o n o f - A m e r i c a n 
soc io log i s t s i n c l u d e d an e f f o r t t o 
"de-ethriicize" them. It didn't 
w o r k , th jank h e a v e n s , a n d o n e o f 
t hose s tuden ts , N a t h a n C l a z e r , 
w o u l d la ter c o m b i n e fo rces w i t h 
an i m p r o b a b l e I r i s h m a n t o w r i t e 
t h e t u r n i n g - p o i n t b o o k , " B e y o n d 
t h e M e l t i n g P o t . " 

B u t t h e a t t e m p t w a s ser ious . 
O n e o f t h e pro fessors ( t h e n a m e 
change r ) used t o g o o u t o f h is 
w a y t o v i o l a t e d i e t a r y laws i n t h e 
p resence o f h is h o r r i f i e d s t u d e n t s . 
He .was o n l y a f e w years ahe,ad o f 
t h e m oi j i t t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d , a n d 
he was m o r e a s h a m e d o f his o w n 
pas t t h a n h e w a s o f his s tuden ts . 

C o u l d i t b e t h a t t h e C a t h o l i c 
cu l t u ra l ! e l i t es are a s h a m e d o f t h e 
e t h n i c s b e c a u s e t h e y a r e 
a s h a m e d o f t h e i r o w n pas t s— jand 
m a y b e jus t a b i t g u i l t y a t h a v i n g 
dese r ted t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d f o r 
t h e Big i . W o r l d ? 

N E W OFFICERS 

Mary! Jo M o n t e l l o , cha iqberson 
o f A Y M ' s M a p l e w o o d S a n i t a r i u m 
B i r t h d a y C L u b ( M S B C ) , / h a s 
a n n o u h ' c e d n e w o f f i c e r s . T h e y 
a! re : ' JMiss K a t h y O ' R e i l l y , 
sec re ta ry ; M i ss A n i t a A m e r i n g , 
t feasur^r . -

Mis 's A m e r i n g , • a c t i v i t i e s 
d i r e c t o r f o r A b e r d e e n / N u r s i n g 
H o m e 
A d v i s e r o f M S B C . 

has b e e n '• nan Adult 

F i f t h C e n t u r y p i c t u r e s t h a t s t i l l 
g l o w f o r t h t o d a y . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , ' i n t h e r i c h 
Bbrghese Chape f , f a c i n g t h e 
c h a p e l o f t h e Blessed S a c r a m e n t , 
t h e r e is an a n c i e n t i c o n o f M a r y 
a n d t h e C h i l d c o m m o n l y k n o w n 
as " T h e Sa l va t i on o f t h e R o m a n 
P e o p l e " , b e c a u s e t h e R p m a n s 
h a v e p f t e n v e n e r a t e d i t , 
espec ia l l y in days o f p l a g u e a n d 
w a r ( i n c l u d i n g W o r l d W a r I I ) . 

The g o l d leaf o n t h e c o f f e r e d 
c e i l i n g is sa id t o h a v e been f r o m 
t h e g o l d . b r o u g h t . ' b a c k b y 
C o l u m b u s ( th is w a s a c h u r c h 
p a t r o n i z e d b y t h e k jngs o f Spa in ) . 
M o r e i m p o r t a n t st i l l a re t h e 
m e m o r i e s o f saints c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h t h e g rea t M a r i a n ' c h u r c h . 
M a n y sa in ts c a m e t o p ray before-
the i k o n : St. G r e g o r y I the Grea t , 
St. H e n r y I I , St. B r i dge t o f 
S w e d e n , St. Franc is Bo rg ia , SS. 
Ph i l i p N e r i , Char les B o r r o m e o , 
S t a n i s l a u s i K o s t k a , J o h n B e r -
c h m a n s . In t h e chape l , o f t h e C r i b , 
St. Igna t ius Loyo ja o f f e r e d his 
f i r s t , M a s s , a n d St. Ca je tan h a d a 
v i s i o n o f t h e H o l y C h i l d . 

I myse l f l o v e St. M a r y ' s ve r y 
dear l y . I t was a t t h e a l ta r o f t h e 
C r i b - t h a t I o f f e r e d m y f i rs t Mass . 
in 1936. T h i T l H o l y Year I h a v e 
been asked t o l ead a. Roches ter 
p i l g r i m a g e in ea r l y June. Y o u m a y 
guess h o w m u c h I l o n g t o p r a y 
o n c e m o r e b e f o r e t h e N a t i v i t y 
a l tar in t h i s m a g n i f i c e n t bas i l i ca 
o f Great St. M a r y , t h e M o t h e r o f 

God. 

/. Basilica of 
St. Mary Major 

Photo by Anthony } CosteUo 

News from HornelS 
HORNELL MEETING 

Hornell — There will be a 
m e e t i n g o f a l l f es t i va l cha i r 
pe rsons a n d a n y o n e i n te res ted in 
th is y e a r ' s " u p c o m i n g fes t i va l at 
St. I gna t ius . V o l u n t e e r s are asked, 
t o m e e t in L o y o l a H a l l a t 7 :30 
p . m . , A p r i l 3. 

ARTICLE ACCEPTED 

H o r n e l l — M r s . Joan L i n d e m a n , 
k i n d e r g a r t e n a n d r e m e d i a l 
r e a d i n g t e a c h e r a t St. A n n ' s . 
S c h o o l , r e c e n t l y s i gned a c o n t r a c t 
w i t h I n s t r u c t o r M a g a z i n e t o 
p u b l i s h her a r t i c l e , " O n e S t u m p -
O n e Class L e a r n i n g . " The a r t i c l e 
is a b o u t t h e i n s t r u c t i o n a l use o f a 
t ree s t u m p i n p r i m a r y grades a n d 
w i l l f e a t u r e p i c t u r e s o f t w o o f her 
c u r r e n t k i n d e r g a r t e n pup i l s . 

M A R R I A G E E N C O U N T E R 

Hornel l — M a r r i e d c o u p l e s 
w h o are i n t e res ted i n an i n 
f o r m a t i o n a l m e e t i n g c o n c e r n i n g 
M a r r i a g e E n c o u n t e r a re i n v i t e d 
by T o m a n d M a r y S e c o n d o t o c a l l 
324-1986 f o r t h e t i m e a n d p l a c e 
o f t h e A p r i l 8 m e e t i n g . 

D O N A T I O N 

B a t h — P r e c i o u s B l o o d Q o u n c 
Kn igh ts o f C o l u m b u s q f B a t h 
r e c e n t l y p resen ted t h e p e d i a t r i c s 
s e c t i o n o f ' r a ' D a v e n p o r t 
M e m o r i a l H o s p i t a l w i t h a c h e c k 
f o r $325 t o p r o v i d e e q u i p m e n t 
w h i c h i n c l u d e d a w h e e l cha i r , 
w a l k e r a n d b l o o d pressure u n i t . 
T h e g i f t was m a d e i n ' c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h a ' s t a t e w i d e K o f C p r o g r a m 
f o r h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n . 
P r e s e n t w e r e J o h n G a y d o s , 
c h a i r m a n , c h a r i t a b l e a n d 
b e n e v o l e n t c o m m i t t e ' e ; a n d M a t t 
Yan inas , past g r a n d k n i g h t . 

PRAYER D A Y 

H a m m o n d s p o r t — " B e c o m e 
P e r f e c t l y O n e " w a s t h e t h e m e 
p r o c l a i m e d a t t h e a n n u a l W o r l d 
D a y o f Prayer se rv i ce h e l d M a r . 7 
at St. Gabr ie l 's^ T a k i n g pa r t in t h e , 
serv ices w 
f r o m t h e 

G a b r i e l ' s , l e a d e q O t h e r p a r -
t i c i o a n t s i n c l u d e d ! M r s . G e o r g e 
We'Hs" of- t h e ' First M e t h o d i s t 
C h u r c h ; D e a n S. H e r e f o r d o f t h e 

First Presbyterian Church;. Mrs. 
W i l l i a r o Sh ie ld a n d Mrs . . G e o r g e 
R e m a i l y o f St. James Ep i scopa l ; 
M iss Ca ro le B e a r e r ; a n d M r s . J. A . 
Spencer of- St. Gabr ie l ' s . • 

The u n i q u e f e a t u r e o f t h i s 
year 's c e l e b r a t i o n was tha t t h e 
c o n g r e g a t i o n t o o k ah a c t i v e par t 
in t h e serv ice several t imes . A t 
o n e t i m e , t h e leader a d m o n i s h e d 
t h e g r o u p t o " s t a n d a n d f ace t h e 
east .and m a k e an ac t o f c o n 
t r i t i o n . " T h e n f o l l o w e d s im i l a r 

A. W. BEILBY k m 
Funeral Home 

James Rotsell 
Darrell O'Brian . 

Arthur G r a b o w s k i 

139 Walnut St. 

Dial 936-9121 

Corning, N.Y. 

i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r t h e West , n o r t h 
and s o u t h . The w o r d s . j j s e d we re -
" W E h a v e f a i l e d t o " love y o u r 
p e o p l e . . . as y o u l ove t h e m . 
Have m e r c y u p o n us , 6 L o r d . " A t 
a n o t h e r t i m e , u n d e r t h e p a r t o f 
t he p r o g r a m l i s ted as " G o d . Calls-
Us t o - b e O n e , " t h e leader asked 
ai l t o j o i n h a n d s as t h e S c r i p t u r e 
was fead, by M i ss Bearer . A t i . t he 
e n d o f t h e p r o g r a m , al l t h e p e o p l e 
o n t h e r i gh t s ide read f r o m t h e 
.words o f Chr i s t , f o l l o w e d b y a l l 
t h e p e o p l e • o n t h e le f t s ide, 
r e s p o n d i n g . 

* ST. ANDREW'S PARISH g 
% P rescr ip t ions '$ 
>iv Ca re fu l l y C o m p o u n d e d g ; 

I MANDELL'S PHARMACY I 
| OF ROCHESTER INC. g 
| Mel Wheeler • Hy MandeM 

1467-0879 • 467-07851 
>:•: DRUGS-cosMtTics-suNDRits •:•: 
'•''•< ' Portland Ave. at NortnVi *• 

PROBLEM PLUMBING? . O ^ i L f , 

JUST C A L L - vQUf/P. • 

Lobene M Hayes, Inc. 
P L U M B I N G - H E A T I N G - S E W E R C L E A N I N G 

C O M M E R C I A L - I N D U S T R I A L 

716/482-1650 

F r e e E s t i m a t e s 

6 0 Bowman St . , Rochester 14609 

R E S I D E N T I A L 

2 4 - H O U R S E R V I C E 
i s o u r s p e c i a l t y ! 

ere m e n a n d w o m e n ] 
f o u r v i l l a g e c h u r c h e s j 

with Mrs. William Schirmic of St.' 
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W H E N I T C O M E S T O S E R V I C E O N . • . , 

I RECREATIONAL/ 
( VEHICLES • < 

"COME TO BRAD'S" 

USE THIS HANDY^HECK LIST NOW . 

F O R A TROUBLE FREE TRIP LATER. 
H 9 

( ) Wheel Bearings? ( ) Trailer Tires &.Wheels? 
( ) Trailer Hitches? ( ) Suspension Work? 
( ) Dumping Station? (. ) LP Gas filled? 

BRAD'S TRAILER SERVICE 
1950 LYELL AVE. 

Next t o Hess Stat ion near the Barge Canal 458-4498 
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