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Church 
And Politics 

v Sister Frances v 

It is no longer ah unheard of 
th ing for the Church to lobby 
for' specific legislation in the 
United States. .Social 'change is 
usually brought: about .in a 
poli t ical process. Our institutions 
are influenced by the legislate 
process. The present abor t ion. 
issue is an obvious example; in 
t h e past decade , a id fo r 
education was lobbied for by 
individuals and groups as well as 
the hierarchy. Since we do use 
the pol i t ical process for those 
things that affect our interests' we 
should be very alert at the present 
t ime for those legislative efforts 
that w i l l help or hinder the f ight 
against wor ld hunger. 

Public Law 480 ("Food for 
Peace") was adopted ifl 1954 dS 
the A g r i c u l t u r a l Trade 
Development and Assistance Act 
when America's grain silos .were 
bursting. It was created to 
dispose of some, of those sur
pluses. It is the cornerstone of 
our food for the hungry of the 
"world, designed to funnel some of 
the bounty of America to hungry 
people in poorer countries. Under 
provisions of PL480 the USA has 
provided nearly $30 bi l l ion in 
food aid during the past two 
decades. 

But to U.S. pol icv makers, 
PL480 is one of the most 
f lexible tools for international 
d ip lomacy, a way, of buying or 
securing friendships, rewarding 
a l l ies and - p u n i s h i n g t rans
gressors:. 

there.are two parts to this law. 
Under Tit le I food is bought by 
foreign governments under easy 
credit terms and then sold on the 
local market in, the foreign 
country for local currency. Tit le I 
accounts; for two thirds]-of .our 
food aid. Under Tit le! H our 
government makes available food 
supplies t o non-goverjhmehtai • 
•agencies for distribution|,abroad.: 
These agencies include Cathol ic 

Relief Service, Church Wor ld 
Service, United Nations, etc. 

' Funds generated by the sale of 
food under Title I by the 
foreign government may be used 
by that government " t o procure 
equipment, materials, facilit ies 

. and service for the commpn 
defense / including internal 
security." Nearly 70 per cent of 
Title I sales in fiscal 1974 went 
to Cambodia and Vietnam. Even 
considering the needs.ot these 
poor, war-ravaged countries, such 
an uneven distribution qf aid in 

*. the fact of world-wide faripine can 
onlv be explained in t^rms of 
"d ip lomat ic use" and national 
security of the U.S.A. The 
criterion for selecting countries 
for our aid is not always " n e e d " 
and is drawn up by an inter
agency staff f rom the State 
Department, National Security 
Counci l , Treasury, etc. 

Food supplies donated by the 
U.S.A. t o n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
agencies fo r " h u m a n i t a r i a n 
purpose" are seriously l imited by 
the program guidelines. Such U.S. 
food may only be distr ibuted to 
(a) pregnant or lactating mothers 
wi th children under 5, (b) persons 
able to participate in a food-fdr-
work program, (c j those attending 
a day school of secondary level Or 
below. In other words, in many 
cases, the most desti tute are 

denied the very food that we 
intend for their use. 

The generosity of the average 
American is beyond question. 
From the candy bars that Gil's 
have shared around | he wor ld , to 
the annual appeals for chanty 
(HOPE, Red Ciioss, e tc . ) 
Amer i cans are famous f o r 
generosity. But our : insti tut ional 

. sharing, and our governmental 
aiding- often has serious strings 
attached to it. The very laws that 
usually are a source of self-
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s f o r us • have 
another side to them. Lobby 
groups in Washington. such ias 
" B r e a d For t h e W o r l d " jor 
"Ne twork " can keep you abreast 
of such legislative action" Our 
own congressmen must always be 
made a c c o u n t a b l e fo r th is 
legislative ini t iat ive. The revision 

.and restructuring of PL480 in the 
94th Congress is,, essential for 
America's honest response- |to 
Wor ld : Hunger. 

Whe heri w e can organize su;ch 
strong Jobbles around issues' 
that affect us close t p h o m e , we 

' must be able to.speak up also fpr 
our brothers arid sisters whose 
•voices-are too*weak f forrr' hunger 

i to be heard! 

LaPaz 

A bi l l t o repeal Minnesota's 1973 ratif ication of the Equal Rights 
Amendment (ERA) has been endorsed by the Priests Senate of the St 
Paul-Minneapolis Archdiocese. The senate resolutjon.jdeclared that the 
amendment wou ld repeal anti-abortion laws and prevent enactment of 
anyj in the future, would legalize homosexual marriages, would make' 
men no jonger responsible for supporting the fami ly! and" wou ld make1 

women l iable to be drafted and t o f ight in future wars. It said ERA "has i 
. nothing to do w i th equal p r o t e c t i o n s equal pay but abolishes all sex 
.dist inct ions and ignores the physical: and psychological differences: 
between men and women. " . . . In a 7-1 decision, the U.S. Supreme '• 
Court has ruled that states are not required to provide welfare benefits • 
for unborn chi ldren under.aid for famjlies having dependent chi ldren. 

^Theopihion stated that in the' Social Security Act, "Congress used the 
word chi ld to refer t o an individual already born, w i th an existence 
separate f rom its mother." 

j Pope Paul, expressing concern over current developments in 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Ethiopia, Cyprus, the Middle East, and Portugal, 
has called for a renewal of mental attitudes that will be more open t o 
the demands of peace. The Pope also reiterated his condemnation of 
"commerce 1n weapons," which he said "increasingly nourishes 
conflicts and [multiplies the risks of war." . . . More than 20 Catholic 
bishops, representing episcopal conferences in the U.S., Canada and 
Latin America, will meet in Mar del Plata, Argentina, April 28-May 2 to 
share reflections on evangelization, reconciliation and human rights in 
Chfurch and Society. Archbishop Joseph I . Bernardin of Cincinnati, 

' president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, will lead 10 
U.S. prelates to the conference. 

Page 9 

Bishop Protests Ouster Of 2 Priests 
La Paz^ [RNS]. - Roman 

i Ca tho l i c A r c h b i s h o p Jorge 
Manrique Hurtadb of La Paz has 
d e n o u n c e d . t h e Bo l i v i an 
government's expulsion of two 
Catholic Priests. 

Belg ian Father Eric de 
Weissage, a -Dominican, and 
Canad ian Fatjher Jorge 
Waureyelle Were put aboard a 
mi l i tary plane and f lown to 
Paraguay on March 14. 

continue having with 
government: " . 

t h e 

Both priests were connected 
wi th the Justice and Peace 
C o m m i s s i o n , an u n o f f i c i a l 
Bolivian Catholic Church agency, 
which'has been highly crit ical of 
the government of Gen. Hugo 
Banzer Suarez. , 

! • ' • 

Archbishop Manrique Hurtado 
said t h e g o v e r n m e n t a c t i o n 
would harm "the dialogue" which 
the country's bishops want to 

Calling the move "a new 
display of intolerance," the ar
chbishop said that "a l l clergy and 
Church leaders' in the country" 
were opposed t o - t he priests' 
expulsion. He cal led on the 
government to a l low the two 
clergymen to return |to Bolivia.-

The Bolivian Justice and Peace 
Commission has accused the. 

. Banzer reg ime o f d i s t o r t i n g 
Christian principles of human 
rights in suppressing labor unions 
and pol i t ical parties in the wake 
of an a b o r t i v e 
November. 

c o u p last 

Last Dec. 13, iFather de 
Weissage, w h o is genera l 
secretary of the commission, was 
arrested on charges of interfering 
wi th Bolivian pol i t ical affairs and 

bringing "subversive" l i terature 
into the country. 

Instead;the Belgian Dominican1 

went into hiding dor several 
months, pending the' outcome of 
efforts by Church officials to have 
the expulsion order rescinded: 

ANGELUS 

' Dansville—The ancient custom 
of the r inging of the Angeltis bells 
has been revived and encouraged 
by Father . Richard ' O'Connel l , 
pastor of St. Mary's. " I t is a joy 
and privi lege to hear the ;peal of 
the bells wh i le many!, in foreign 
lands have been stil led a t the 
command of their rulers," he said. 
The boys of St Mary's eighth, 
grade have charge of the noon 
ringing whi le Wi'lliarri Mitahfell, 
Dom Martello, Harvey Boydj and 
Jim Sull ivan, take turns w i th the 7 
a.m. and 6 p.m. ringing. 

Introducing Community S| new 
Shelter Retirement Account... 

Ydu can get a $7500 
income tax deduction 

this year 
v̂ ith up to $2 million. A bonanzja for self-employed persons. 

C o m m u n i ' V s new Shel ter Ret i rement 
Accoun t is a tax-saving/money -saving 
bonanza fbr self-employed persons. ' 
For starters you can deduct every penny 
you deposi t in this Keogh Plan a c c o u n t 
from your] taxable income (up to, 15% 
or a $7500 maximum). That's right! 
T h e r e ' s n p t ax to pay on savings or 
accumula ted interest until you re t i re 
and are irj a lower tax bracket. The tax • 
savinss a lbne would m a k e this a very 
worthwhile accoun t . But t h e r e a m 
othef advantages, as well. 
Pays hig lest guaranteed interest 
avai lable . 
C o m m u n i t y will gua ran t ee to pay you the 
highest irterest available on your ( 
Shelter Retirement Account. Npt only 
this year, but year after year after year 
until you retire. This means that over the 
years ybiir retirement fund grows at a 
remarkably fast clip. 

D e p o s i t a s l i t t le a s $ 5 0 0 a y e a r . 

Voti won t find a more flexible tax-exempt 
retirement accouni anywhere. For 
example,! won c a n c eposi t a s little a s $500 
a year fok 15 years and retire with earn
ings, that'are very impressive in relation to 
t h e a m o u n t saved . O n t h e o the r hand , 
should you deposit $7500 a year for 35 
years^ you'd end up with an estirriated 
retirement fund of over $1.4 million.* And 
we'll show you how to increase this 
amount even more—to over §2 million. 

' So short or long term, large or small 
deposit, there's a Shelter Retirement 

: Account that's right for your goals. And 

whatever p lan you c h o o s e , you'll c o m e 
out ahead th ree ways : . 

1. Wi th a t ax deduc t ion this yea r a n d 
every year 

2. A high return on your money when 
you ret ire and 

3. The knowledge that one of the largest 
savings institutions in New York State 
is working for you. 

Who qualifies for 
t h e S h e l t e r R e t i r e m e n t A c c o u n t ? 
Just about any operator of an unincorpo
rated business qualifies. This means 
doc to r s , hair stylists, dent is ts , farmers , 
lawyers, artists, accountants, store own- i 
ers, free-lance writers, dealers, carpen
ters, house paintersr—just to name a fe\v. 

Our retirement-account specialists 
are waiting to help you. 
To find our more about Community's 
Shelter Retirement Account, stop in at any 
of our convenient branch offices. One 
of our retirement-account specialists will 
b e happy to answer any ques t ion you 

haoe and, of course, everything is strict
ly Confidential If you prefer to start 
saving o n y o u r t a x e s immediately, fill 
out the coupon below. 

•*Based on-highest annual interest and yields now available. 

A 

Savings Bank 
Main &. Clinton, Midtown Plaza, Exchange & Broad, ; 
100 West Ave., 424 Ridge Rd. West, Long Ridge Mall,' 
300 Waring Rd., Irondetiuoit Plaza, 2000 Monroe Ave., 
Panorama Plaza, Pittsford (S. Main & Church). J 

Community Savings Bank, 
Main & Clinton, Rochester, N. Y. 14604 
Enclosedis $ . !—. , . t 

D I am interested in your new Shelter Retirement Account. Please send me more information-. 

Name . 

!CJ 4/2/75 

Address . 

City 
T 

State Zip 

Signature. Phone 

Member FDIC 
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