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By Bishop Joseph L 

[For the b e u e f i t o f a l l who wdre unable to 
be present for.trie j^rjrism Mass in St. Rose's, 
Lima on Marjch 2»5|j.| share ijny message 
through this column. I trust it wil l com-

the spirit ojf the great 
which [each year offers 

encouragement.:) 

municate to you i 
diocesan celebration 
me such inspiration an 

^ M y m i n d a n d j h ^ a r t th is even ing, dear 
f r iends, are fu l l o f j by and gladness. 1 am g lad 
w e hjave c o m e together t o n i g h t In the past 

itew year ; I have grown 
{more and mpre f o n d of 
icejjebrating t i i s Mass of 
Chr ism am ids : the ful lness 
o f i t he Church a n d I have 
looked o rward t o this 
Ho ly Week even ing w i t h 
gr^at anticipation. I am 
glad, ' too, that we could 
gather here in this Church 

lofl St. Rose, a Church 
'wpich as youj l<mow, holds 
set many memories for me. 
Itjj was here in th is very 

parish that I gradually learned [the meaning 
of Chu rch . In f ^ c t ; as c o i n c i d e n / e w o u l d 
have i t , the recpnd shows ihat i t was M a r c h 
26,1916 — 59 yeiars ago tomorrow — that I 
was baptized! From then 
C o m m u n i o n t o my [first Ma 

on , f r o m my First 
ss, this ho ly p lace, 

w i t h its Pastor ,j Mons ignor Ball (whose 
presence here topight is a 
people o f th is : parish w 
reminder t o m e tihat there' is " one Lord , one 
f a i t h , one baptishi."! ' i 

You can ^understand, there fore , w h y m y 
joy is great as I. c o m e back. It is great because 
once more I see in living color the oneness of 
God's people, the Body of Christ, the Church. 
A n d th is is w h y I was so pleased to hear t he 
words w h i c h we(e;sjung in t he en t rance r i te : 
"Behold how gojod| it is and how pleasant, 
where brothers dwell as one! It s as when the 
prec ious o i l upc jn ; the head runs d o w n lover 
the beard , the <beard of•• A a r o n . " .•The 
Psalmist's descr ip t ion is v i v i d -and lavish." To 
h i m , the goodnejssand joy of un i t y is like, t he 
r ichness and v\jatjmjing u n c t i o n of o v e r f l o w i n g 
o i l . i t is th is u n i t y land th is u r c t i o n t h a t * w e 
have c o m e here t o n i g h t to ce lebra te . 

,- • But let us t ry t o 
the! mean ing of! vyl 

Ton igh t w e cejlebrate man^ 
of t h e sacraments[ tjhe g i f t o f t h 
gift of each Chri'stpan person's unique talents 
We symbolize |these gifts with word and 
r i tua l a c t i o n . I ; ' 

p robe a littjle deeper i n to 
iat we do., 

g i f ts: t he g i f t 
e m in is t ry , t h e 

First, we blepsjt bU :hree k inds p| 
w i l l be used to] s t rengthen 

I r 
s ick; ano ther that! 
purify those aboujt 

is cjf oi 
ana c< 

i l : one t h a t 
c o m f o r t t he 

11 be usedjto anoint and 
iO be ibap t i zed ; and f i na l l y 

W 

a t h i r d t h a t w i l l preserve and set apart those 
w h o are c o n f i r m e d and o rda ined . As these 
oi ls are used in fou r o f t he sacraments, i h e y 
shou ld symbo l i ze to al l w h o are ano in ted t he 
" p e n e t r a t i n g , e n l i g h t e n i n g , n o u r i s h i n g , 
f o r t i f y i ng , re lax ing, healinj? and sanc t i f y ing 
ac t ion of t he d i v ine Spir i t . ' ' (Doijn Caspar 
Lefebvire) \ 

I. ! 

Next , w e acknow ledge the marjy gifts o f 
t he Spir i t , " t h e due po r t i on ojf\ Christ 's 
b o u n t y . " P a u l ' s l i s t i n c l u d e s ' [apost les ' , 
p rophets , evangel is ts, pastors and teachers. 
Our List t oday m i g h t inc lude bishops and 
pr iests, . pastoral assistants and deacons, 
relig'io;U5 educators and par ish c o u n c i l 
memb[ers, lectors and min is ters ! o f c o m 
m u n i o n , l i tu rgy and h u m a n d e v e l o p m e n t 
committee members. But whichever list is 
used, w e know tha t each of us has! his or her 

- g i f t — and tha t that g i f t must be used for t he 
bui ldi jng up of the body1 o f Christj. In a . few 
minutes w e w i l l once again r,enew our 
c o m m i t m e n t t o use these gi f ts in -the m in i s t r y 
of service t o al l o f God's peop le ; and we can. 
personal ly p roc la im the words o f Isaiah: " T h e 
Spir i t of the Lord is upon us; therefore he has 
ano in ted us.. . . w e shall be jnamed priests of 
the Lord; ministers o f our C o d shal l w e be 
called." ' , j 

i ; 

F inal ly , w e w i l l take the s imp le gi f ts of 
bread and w i n e and w i t h words o f praise w e 
w i l l g ive thanks t o our G o d fo r the many gif ts 
tha t he has g iven i to . us. How great are the 
many gi f ts! How great is our G<bd! 

i ' . r | ' 

B'ut.our celebration is noW only half 
comp le te . W e must also celebrate the fac t 
tha t fchese many gif ts are in one Sp i r i t . - I f w e 
forget th is , w e have fo rgo t ten the essence of 
our celebration. * ' ' , . . 

In recent years we have becorjhe more 
and more aware tha t the Church [is not jcist a 
groujp of bishops or a c ler ical society. I am 
Sure tha t , everyone here t o n i g h t ' h a s fe l t t he 
pa in and anxiety t ha t comes f r o m i t ry ing :o 
make al l Chr ist ians aware of the i r respon
sibi l i ty for the Church. To ease this pa in; there 
has | been a constant need for d ia logue 
betvj/een the la i ty w h o must take up the i r ro le 
and those in charge w h o mil ist, a l low these 
persons to take the i r r i g h t f u l p lace. But 
o f ten t imes , the .pa in is no t eased. In a sense, 
these years s ince Va t i can j l have been years 
o f adolescence fo r the Church — years of 
g rop ing and growing, , of t r y ing t o f i n d new 
forrhs of m in is t ry w i t h o u t m d e h exper ience, 
of mak ing mistakes in order/ t o learn. 

Bu t my fear is t ha t some m igh t c o m e t o 
believe that this is the. norm.. They might 
misjtakenly say tha t the Ch'urch is a g roup of 
ind jv idua ls , all o f w h o m " d o the i r o w n 
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t h ing . " (Th is o f course is no t the case!: o n e 
par ish,^however w e l l o rgan ized , is' n o t t h e • 
C -lurchj; one m o v e m e n t , however .e f fect ive, is 
no t the Church ; one min is t ry , hov/eve- w e l l 
done , is no t the Church . W e m u i t reaff i rm, 
very .strongly t ha t the reason for many gif ts is 

3t to do one's o w n t h i n g . The Reason fo r 
any gifts is, as Paul te l ls us, " so vi-e^shall a l l 

a i last a t ta in the unity — the u n i t y i nhe ren t 
ir ou r f a i t h . " O u r goa l , he te l ls us, is to ! reach 
" (na ture personhjood." Let m e repeat : 
" m a t u r e pe rsonhood — w h i c h is measured 
b!/ n o t h i n g less ,than the f u l l k a t i i r e o f 
Christ.? '< , ' : j 

Be sure, however , n o t :o m isun 
derstand me . I am n o t l ong ing fo r aj un i t y that-
i: b rough t abou t because the few have p o w e r 
a i d the many have the v f r tue o f obed ience . I 
do not look for a unified front brought) about 
because the weak use the i r weaknjess t o ' 
nhanipulate and s i lence the strongt M y hope 
instead is for a deep ha rmony b rough t a b o u t 
because God's peop le can stand or! t he i rTee t , 
cpen the i r m.inds and 'hear ts t o t he Spir i t of 
God and jo in the i r hands in elctidn and 
praise. J long for men and w o m e n of G o d 
vj/h.o can p r a y ' a n d speak and c b m o r o m i s e 

nd act and love and gent ly c o n f r o n t land be 
tjrue t o themselves and t o the i r G o d . This 

ma tu re pe rsonhood w h i c h is measured by 
t fo th ing less than the f u l l s ta tu re jo f Chr is t . ' ' 

A n d so w e c o n t i n u e t o invest igate new 
florms of m in is t r y and as. w e con t i nue , w i t h 
m u c h needed expe r imen ta t i on , w 6 mus t 
always have t h e courage to use- this1 as ou r 
eva lua t ive n o r m . Our goa l is ma tu r i t y irfi 
Christ. N o t h i n g else w i l l d o ! A n d on y those 
means t h ^ t b r ing us1 to th is k i nd off un i t y and 
ma tu r i t y mus t be kept . Even in blessing t he 
o i l of Chr ism w h i c h is used as a means of 
j n i t y , t h e Chu rch prays: " M o s t o t a l l , Father, 

ake al l of you r Church g row un t i l i t reaches 
:he f u l f i l l m e n t t o w h i c h you jare rJalli i g us, in 
Ihr is t , our L ight and our Life fo rever . " 

I 

And so 1 think you can see why my-joy i 
SO great t on igh t . This c e l e b r a t i o n is fo r m e a 
l impse of the long awai ted . , matur i ty in 

Christ. I t is a g l immer — if on l y fc>r a m o m e n t 
— of tha t goal of "un i t y for w h i b h we must 
con t i nue to |work. ! 

A n d f r o m th is ce lebra t ion I. hope .we are 
soothed and w a r m e d and nomrished an 
healed. I hope that because of tbnight wie 
can say truly with Isaiah that God has given 
us the " o i l of gladness in p lace o f ' m o u r n i n g j 
In this m o m e n t , our goal ' becomes rea l , our 
long ing is f u l f i l l e d and we en joy 
and w a r m i n g u n c t i o n o f its ove 
"Behold how good it is and how 

jwhere brothers d w e l l as one! It is 
precious o i l uppn the head runs 
the beard, the beard of Aaron. 

the richness 
f l o w i n g oill. 

pieasanlt, 
as when t h e 

i o w n over 

e 
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[This article is the second in a 
series prepared by members of 
the Diocesan Pastoral Council 
steering committee, jtt is based on 
an interview with Bishop Hogan 
which took place â  the Pastoral 
Office on March;24. In the in
terview the Bishop answered 
questions about: the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council which he will 
convoke on June: j 13-' 5.] 

Bishop Hogan, t the 
documentation, for the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council came out of the 
Second Vatican jCpiincil. Why 
have we as a diocese waited so 
long to form one,? j 

"The challenge from the Second 
Vatican Councjl i was! realty not 
that strong.' "jThijee texts 
specifically referi i tp it. In the 
proposed Constitution for the 
Diocesan Pastoral Council a 
reference is made to . Christus 
Oominus which states that " i t is 
highly desirable;that "m every 
dipcese a pastoral council be 
established oyer which the 
oijshop. will preside." 
. The Bishop then expressed the 

fear, trjat many dioceses had 
rushed' into ir f iplementat ion 

thout developing at the grass. 
•J' ~ ] i - t 

ouncilas Milestone 

roots level. A recently published 
study shows that more'than 60 
dioceses have formed pastoral 
councils. However, the vitality 
has varied and some have been 
disbanded, .already. 

"We have chosen the pajinful 
route in " establishing "the 
Diocesan Pastoral Gounjcil," 
Bishop Hogan continued. "There 
has been a lot of moans) and 
groans, but it has paid off. Vye've 
done our homework. We haven't 
finalized what the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council will be exactly,/ 
but we h'ave a very gooc 
proposed Constitution. We wi ' 

always be looking for: im
provement, and/revision." ;, 

. The' Bishop/ stated that the 
delay enabled the Ipeople to 
come to understand the meaning 
of co-responsibility, consensus, 
and consultative body at the 
parish levef ./He believes that they 

-would not Understand these ideas 
working on a diocesan level if 
they had not had this experience 
at the grass roots, level. 

In the/diocese of Rochester the 
growth /of parish council^ has 
excelled in the past few years. 
Most/.parishes have parish 
councils or steering committees. 
The Bishop felt that the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council and parish 
councils would be mutually 
supportive ot one another. He 
quoted one bishop Who said "we 
can't have good parish councils 
/ i thout a strong Diocesan 

pastoral Council." 

Three years ago you wrote an 
article for the Catholic Courier-
Journal calling the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council "your fondest 
hope." is the Diocesan Pastoral 
Council still your fondest hope? 

until we had a 

" I would^i/i have been 
bothered with| the pain or en
couraged others to become 
involved in th< 
I didn't looK 
However, the 
hope' needs 

painful process if 
forward to it. 
phrase 'fondest 

interpretation. It 
doesn't mean that I couldn't wait 

Diocesan Pastoral 
If th4t were the case 1 
have 

Counci 
would have it by decree 
tomorrow. I f ; l t that when we 
reached the ste ge in our history in 
which we wdre ready for the 
Diocesan Pastoral Council we 
would have achieved a great 
measure of growth in.the Church 
of Rochester on the parish and 

characterized by 
posed from the ;1 
on the part of" 
Second Vatican 
which describes 
the People of Go 
states that clergy 
laity are one in 
in the Church an 

I 
, i 

authority im-
top ard passivity 
\\iet laity to the 
Cbuncil concept 

:he Church as 
This concept 

reigious, and 
c|p4re;ponsibility 

its: mission. 

fur her stated 

regional level 
it 'my fondes 
restless just to 

So that's why 1 call 
hope.' I was not 

nave it for the sake 
of having it, but restless until the 
people began 
Church is 
responsibility 

Bishop Hogan 
that ' "rour challenge is to help 
people move from passivity to 
becoming deeply involved in the 
mission of the Church and to help 
move those wh© epjoyed the 
prestige of authority to one of a 
position of listening, reflecting on 
people's insights, and recognizing 
the diversity of gifps given to each 

people to mbve who for ages but a worthwhile, on|e." 
. have never, hi d the idea that the 
Church" belonged to others than 
the clergy." 

The Bishop 
we have g 
stitutional 

to realize that the 
our common 

It takes time for 

one of us. This 
training. We hav 

education. It's a 

takes a lot of 
pi bath ends of 

the spectrum that meed a lot of 
painful process,' 

then explained how 
;one from an in-

eppcept of Church 

Next - The,. 
Bishop Hogan will conclude. 
Bishop will 
questions on 
Pastoral Council 

answer 

w^??mm&*^mmm 

the 

interview with 
The 

specific 
Diocesan 

=s<3 t *> * *s ; 


