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[For the bej\eflt ere unable to

n.St. Rose’s,

. Mar my message
through this colu it will com-
municate to you't?-ne spirit %f the great
diocesan celedratlon ‘which [each year offers

|
-me such msplra’tlon'alT encouyragement.)

i I

gart this e

be present for the

My mind and' ‘h Yening, dear

_ERSPECTIVE :‘

nvocation Of The Lord’s Anomted

a third ‘that will preserve and set apart those
who-afe confirmed and ordained. {As these
oils are used in four of the sacraments, they

-should: symbolize to all who are anoginted the

“penetrating, enlightening, no.urlshmg,
fortifying, relaxing, healm? and sanctifying
action of the divine Spirit.” (Do Gaspar
Lefebvire)
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By Bishop ]oseph L iHogan

|
| |

thing.”{ This of course is not the Gase. one
parish, itHowever well organized, is' not the
C1urc~h§_ one movement, however effecmve is
not the Church; one ministry, however well
done, is not the Church. We must reafﬁrm
very strongly that the reason for m
nobt to do one’s own-thing. The reason for
mjany, gifts is, as Paul tells us, “so we “shall all

at last attain the unity — the unity inherent

frrends are full of joy and gladness. | am glad i our faith.” Our goal, hetells us, fis tojreach

fts of : goawn > 1O
; we h*ave come EOgether to IghtJS In the past theNggtntNe liﬁinO(m:dg;O:Egnmaonfy %h?lsz)s .“Imature personh;ood.” Let me (rlepeat:
¢ \ have grown ' bounty:” Paul’s list includes ‘apostles, “tmature personhood — which is| measured

more fond of

prophets, evangelists, pastors and, teachers.
Our list ‘today. might include blshops and

by nothing less than the full statdre of
hrist.” ‘ | :
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any grfts is -

" ssistants and | deacons, ' .
Of( the Church and 1 have ‘priests pastoral _ass ts, { Be .sure, however, not o misun-
* rellglous educators and :parish counci ' VEr, 1
i IIo ked forwdrd to this ' derstand me. | am not longing for g unity that
‘HPl Wedok ¢ h members, lectors - and ministers; of ‘com- b ht about bec the few H :
K Holy ek evening with . munion, liturgy and’ human development iy brought about because the few have power

]
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- the' beard,

great anticipation. 1 am
glad, 'too, that we could
gdther here m this %hurch
St.. ose., a Ch

which a your know, holds
f so many /memories for me.
lt,, was here .in this very
parlsh that | graduallly leatned the neaning
of Church. In fact‘ ‘as coincidendeé would
have it, the record shows that it was March
26, 1916 — 59 years ago t morfow — that |
was baptized! From; then pn, from my First
Communion to my FKiirst. Mdss, this holy place,
with its Pastor; onsrg or Ball (whose
presence here toprght is
people of- this parish were .a constant
reminder to me ﬂhat therel is ”dne .Lord, one
taith, one baptrshﬁ " .

f .

You can unders and, therefore, why my
joy is great as I com back Itis great because
once more | seg in iﬁnng color the oneness of
God’s people, th? Body of Christ, the Church.
And this is why | was so pleased to hear the
words which were;sung in the entrance rite:
“Behold how good| it is and how pleasant,
where brothers dwe I as one! It Js las when the
precious oil u ithe head rups dpwn over
thé eard of..|Aaron.” :The
Psalmist’s descnpt;lon is vivid and lavisk. To
him, the gocdness:and joy of dnity is hke the
rrchness and war‘mrng unction of overﬂowmg
oil. it is this umty land this unction that’we
have come here tomght to celebrate. .

But let us try to probe a little deeper into
the meanlng of! wiat we do..

Tonight we telebrate many gifts: the gift
of the sacraments',jhe gift of thie ministry, the

gift of each Christidn person’s linique talents. -

We symbollzeithese gifts wrth word " and
rityal action. | - ‘ :
f oil: one that

First, we b&e[sft ree kinds ﬁg
‘will be used to] st engthen and comfort the
sick; another that will be used} to anoint and
punfy those abou;t?o be;baptr%cd and finally

urch.

dehght), and the -

committee members. But whichever list is
used, we know that each of us has! his or her

- gift - and that that gift must be uséd for the

burldmg up of the body'of: Chnstr In a few
minutes we will once again renew our
commitment to use these gifts in the i'mmstry
of service to all of God’s people; and we can.

. personally proclaim the words of Isaiah: “The

Spirit of the Lord is upon us, therefore he has
anointed us. ~. . we shall benamed priests of
the Lord; ministers of our Cod s'hall we be
called.” o ,
. { : .
Fmally, we will take the snmple gifts of
bread and wine and with words of praise we
will give thanks to our God for the’ many gifts
that he has givenito. us. How great -are the
many gifts! How great is' our God!
L z
B‘ut our celebration ié now only half
complete. We must also celebrate the fact
that these many gifts are in one ‘Sprnt if we
forget this, we Have forgotten the essence of
our celebratnon ' , .

. » . .
‘In recent years we have becormqe more

‘and more aware that the Church is not just a

group of bishops or a’ clerical socrety | am
sure that.everyone here tonight has felt the
pain and anxiety that comes from itrying to
make all Christians aware of their respon-
srbrllty for the. Church. To €ase this pain; there
has |been a constant - need for dialogle
between the laity: who must take up their role
and those in charge who ml.l:st allow these
persons to take their rightful place. But
oftentimes, the pain is not eased. In a sense,

" these years since Vatican ]l have been years

of adolescence for the Church — years of
groping and growing, of tryrn/g to find new
forms of ministry without mdch experience,
of makmg mistakes in ordey to learn.
o

ut my fear is that some might come to -
believe that this.is the. n rm.. They might
mistakenly say that the C;ZurCh is a group of
mdrvuduals all of who “do their own

" .thealed.

and the many have the virtue of ofmedlence 1

d! not look for a unified front bro Jght about
because the weak use their weéakness to”

anipulate and silence the strohg. My hope
1stead is for a deep harmony brolight about
because God’s people can stand on théir:feet,
gpen their minds and' hearts to the Spirit of
God and join their hands in action and
praise. | long-for men and women of God

dnd act and love and gently confrontjand be
true to.themselves and to theirf God. This
““mature personhood which is measured by
nothing less than the full stature} of Chrrst !

.} And so we continue to investrgate new
forms of ministry and as we coqtinue, with
much needed experimentation, we must
llways have tHe courage to use|this as our
evaluative norm. Our goal is- maturrty in
Christ. Nothing élse will do! And|only those
mneans that bring us'to this kind af unity and

Hil of Chrism which is used as @ means o
nity, the Church prays: “Most of ally Father,
make all of your Church grow until itireaches
he fulfillment to which yol jare callrpg us, in
Christ, our Light and our Life fcrever f

And so 1 think you can see why r’ny -joy I,S
50 great tonight. This celebrationy is for me

Jglimpse of the long awaited. maﬁunty in
Christ. It is a glimmer — if only fdr a ,moment
— -of that goal of unity for whith
continue to work.

_And from this celebration 1 hopt we are
soothed and warmed and noerrs ed an?d
| hope that because of] ﬁoprght we
can say truly with Isaiah that ch has given

us the “oil of gladness in place of‘mourmng

In this moment, our goal becon es real, our
longing is fulfilled and we enjoy [the rnchness
and warming unction of its ovefflowing oil.
“Behold how good it is and haw pleasanlt,
where brothers dwell as one! It isjas when the
precious oil upon the head rund d@wn over

the beard, the beard of Aaron.’

Blshcp Regards Pasto:él Counqll as Mllestbne

who can pray and speak and campromxse P

maturity must be kept. Even in HesSmg the‘

I

we must

[This article i is tpr ﬁecond in a T \ - always be lo kmg for: im-  ". ‘wouldg&i have been characterized by| authonty im-
series prepared r?embers of - = provement, and /revision.” . bothered witht the pain or en- . posed from the; ttop arjd passivity
the Diocesan Past The” BlShOp@( state’d’ that the couraged others to become on the part of’ T}ne laity to the

is.based on

I Council
steermg committee. ptE

delay enabl the tpeople to

involved in the

painful process if

Second Vatican Qounkil concept

;i an jnterview with) Bishop Hogan ndefstand the meaning | didnt Jook. forward to it. which describes the [Church- as
z .,‘l “which took plage’ a the Pahstoral c?mceotj)e;lpo snt&rht(i/,t consensusg However, thel phrase ‘fondest the People of God. Tl|[ns concept '
I Office on Mar r24 In the I:J and consultative body at the hope' needs jinterpretation. It  states that clergy reILglous and
- terview the Blshop . answer parish level /He believes that they ~ doesn’t mean that | couldn’t wait - laity are one in coiresponsibility
¢ . questions abou‘t hD;:)cesaﬁ .would not ynderstand these ideas  until we had a Diocesan Pastoral in the Church and ity mission.
_ Pastoral Counci ! 15 e will : working ‘oh a diocesan level if Council. If that were the case | ~ o]
convoke on June’ J. | I 1 they had fot had this experience would have! it by decree Cl
Bishop Hogan, ‘the o | Council. & at the grass roots level. tomorrow. 1 felt that when we Brshop Hogan | further stated |
documentation o the Didcesan Pastora uncil, ¢ ¢ Rochests th reached the stdge in our history in  that *“jour challenge |is to help ., |
Pastoral Council came out of the Diocese Of g in the/diocese of Roc eslerh € -which we were ready for the . people move from passivity to !
e ' Second Vatican [Coqncd Why Rochester, N.Y. growth /of parish councils has — Diocesan Pastoral Council we becoming deeply jnvdlved in the
‘ e td? excelled in the past few years.

- have we as a.diocese warted so

would have-

achieved a great

mission of the Ch

rchland to help* !

=1

e long to form one? ' roots level A recently publlshed Most [.parishes have 'parish  measure of gréwth in.the Church  move those whé enjoyed the .
P “The challenge | fromithe Second “|study shows that more:than 60 coundils or steering committees.  of Rochester on the parish and prestige of authoﬁzt}y to one of a !
i Vatican Councilwas. really not dioceses have formed pastoral The Bishop felt that theleoceSan regional level. So that's why I call  position of listeni g, eflectingon :
- that  strong. - Thiee texts [councils. However, the vitality Pastoral Council and parish it 'my fondesf hope.’ | was not peoplesmsrghts(&s recognizing -
N " specifically refer | t jlt In the {(has varied and some have peen coufcils  would be mutually restless just tohave it for the sake  the diversity of gifts given to each
proposed Constitutian for the | disbanded, alréady. supportive ot one al:'OthET He  of having it, biit restless until the  one of us. This |takes a lot of -
e . Diocesan Pastoral| Council a “We have chosen the pquul qupted one bishop who said “we  people began jto realize that the  training. We havel bpth ends of |
. reference is made to Christus | route in~ establishing "the ~cant have good parish councils  Church is| our common  the spectrum that need a lot of | |
- S * Dominus which states that “it is | Diocesan Pastoral Couniil,”. ithout a strong Drocesan responsibility { It takes time for  education. It's a jpainful process,

”

people to mpve who for ages

-have never.had the idea that the
. Church’ belonged to others than o o .
the clergy.” Next — The interview with ;

Bishop Hogan will conclude. The :

Bishop will apswer specific
questions on |the, Diocesan .
Pastoral Council :

Bishop Hogan .continued. “There
has been a lot of moans| and
groans, but it has paid off. We've
done our homework. We haven't
fmahzed what - the Diocesan
Pastoradl' Council will be exactly,/
Ibut we. Kave a very good
'proposed Constrtutron W will
C e )

Pastoral Council.” but a worthwhile one.

. highly desirable: : that in every
“diocese ‘a pastoral council be
estabhshed over which the
bishop. will presrde
‘The Bishop then expressed the
fear that many dioceses had
" rushed’ into limplementation

Three years ago you wrote an

article for the Catholic Courier-
journal calling the Diocesan
Pastoral Council “‘your fondest
‘hope.” Is the Diocesan Pastoral
" Council still your fondest hope?

The Bishopithen explained how
we " have gone: from an in-
stitutional concept of Church

SN thout developmg at the ‘grass,




