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vangelization builds on the basic human i
needs ﬁor ste:cunty1 affection, acceptance, integration .
wih.

angelization tries tg_alert the hearer to Cod's
mamfo d revelation- through nature and people,
? the demands of conscience and the joy of
through a feel far order in the world and a [ ;’
sense- q one’s madequacy to explain the mysteries of

3. Gatechesis is mtended to make men’s faith

5. atechesns takes different forms dependmg on
age, state in life, geographlcal locatlons ethnic ‘or

6 The focus of catechesis in the United States
mustl e on adults who can respond most fully and

f ufficient personnel, resdurces, and fmances :
must be given to  adult catechesis.

8.Adult programs must emphasize self direction,
dralo ue and mutual responsibility:

9.|Catechesis must recognize and understand the
in which we live, its expectations,
dramatic characteristics.

" TTe first element of catechetrcal content is alf
\.
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The Nat|onal Catechetlcal Dwectdry

e

that compnses ‘\human llfe past and present, in an
evolving world

: . 10._In -all catechesns it is necessary' that the
. authentlc teachlngs of the Church be presented.

11 The, pnmary sources of Church teaching are °
Scripture and Tradition.

12. Religious educators within the parlsh need
regular  opportunitiés to celebrate the | Fucharist '

together B } / f
{

, ﬁgﬁg’?’ ilr:\;{?fctic&nscxous and active, through the © 13, All catechetlcal programs. should include
= : planning, preparation. and celebration of -the
4.5 . . : - Fucharist.
. Catechesis is directed toward a growing |

14. The experience of prayer is essential in the _
catechetical process, The Church’s great prayers . |
shiould be understdod, memorized jand said ,
frequently. tnformal prayer shpuld be explained and.

‘ encouraged

15. Everyone in the community of believers is
called upon to share his faith with others. All in- (
volved in catechesis, parents, catechists, coor- !
dinators, deacons, priests, andj blShOpS need to work
together cooperatlvely and in charity. ]&

16. Parents are the primary educatars of their
children by’ thelr lives of faith, their vallies and at-
titudes. !

its longing,
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parish and diocesan communities with educational
programs and opportumtles to celebrate the

17. Parish catechists need to be suppclrted by the . ’
l:ucharrstrc liturgy. l

l

18. Parish. coordinators “of rellglous edu

should be professionally prepared to plan, org
mdtivate and evaluate the total pansh rellglous

education program.

19. Men and women religious have a .un
. opportunity -to give themselves to studyl

preparation for catechetical ministry.

| Chapter Fou

20. Catholic ncolleges,l universities, and dioci

Catechetlcal Institutes ought to prepare s
programs for those involved in the cateche
ministry.

21, Deacons (both transmonal and" permanent)
should be adequately prepared to assumie a

catechetical responsibility in a parish.

<22, Parish

leadership in rel glous educatlon

23. Continuing catechetlcal educatron should be .

provided for the clergy

|
24. All who partrcrpate in the catech thal ,
ministry of the Word need certain qualities:| they
should be persons of faith, witnesses of the G spel

riests must exercise a rol

and the Church, have a l|V|ng relationship with |G

be faithful to the message, and be sharers i the
fellowship of the community and servants of t'he

community.

25. All who partncnpate in the catechla ical
ministry need educational preparation also, to ulfrl

their function competently
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By SIST[R MICHAEL I.APPETITO

Prior to Vatican 11, the drafting
and publishing of Church
docum%nts had been relatively
infrequent. Prior to Vatican I,
there had been little prohferatlon

of theologies” within Roman
Catholic thought. The sporadic
pubhcajxon of official Church
documents was an occasion just.
rare enough to cause celebration.
In the absence ofe'conflicting or
even differing theologxcal per-

.. spectives, the-occasion of a new

Church| document. did not so
much
much ds.speak to the heart, in-

spiring and motivating its readers

However, * since Vatican I,
many dn eye has been trained to

. reviewcritically the substance of

a document. Many readers have
‘been made acutely aware of the
problems inherent in lengthy,
multi- E‘uthored documents,
evidenced in changing styles of
expression, repetition of concepts
and in|serious overlap in content
-from chapter to chapter. This. is
particularly true in the field of
religiows education, especially
with the advent of the General
Catechetical Directory, Basic
Yeachings and To Teach as Jesus
drd along with the numerous
commentaries written about
these ocuments

hapter V- Cateches:s’and

pique our- curiosity as -

(It m’terestmg to note that all”

ocuments together with
ational — Catechetical

these
the

ar. period.} Consequently,
.readers familiar with and in-
terested in the field of religious
educatjon have had a good deal

- five v

of practice developing their skill .

in “critical analysis. The fourth

- chapter of the N. C.D. will provide

the alert reader with ample

»opport mty to exercrse his skill. .

Chapter 1V of the National
Catechetical Directory congerns
itself-] with - catechesis and
catechjsts, the very real “and

practidal questions of what is-

taught and who does the

teaching. Chapter IV is one of the.

-longest chapters in

document.  lts length, choice. of
sub-topics and ordering of the
¢ontent suggests that the authors
“opted for breadth of scope over
in-depth development of a more
limited area of content.

the -

" Theauthors sprll a full tabloid

page of ink in developing the
pnmary elements of catechesis.
ln rhany ways this appears to be a
waste| of energy (and ink)
éspecially at the experse of

developing other vitally needed _riateri

concepts Thisis.not ta imply that’
A . \ ) 1

_the. “wonderful acts of love fostering' the faith of telr
experienced: in relationship with  children.”

the God Who, is Love” iIS ex- : -

pressed by. reverting to the Fach category of pégsons in-

. evangelization,

i
Bl

In the box above is a synopsns of the fourth chapter of the' prop d community

National Catechetical Dlrectory 'as prepared by the directory staff.
Dlocesan officials will give a critique of each of the nine chapters qf the
dlrectory weekly in the Courier-]oumal The fourth chapter is analyzed
by Sister Michael Lappetito, diocesan director, Religious Educatlon
Dwrsron Extra copies of the directory are available from the Office
Rehgrous ‘Education, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rechester, N.Y. 146242
comn?ents, suggestions or cntlcnsm also should be sent to that o lnce.

Gospel
preparatlon

responsible

an age and culture whnch’ is
experiencing the need for pre-
evangelization ]and
evangelization. In. view- of the In
number of persons in our plresent
society who are without religious
affiliation or convictions, the
Church’s work is missionary.
More specifically, the lglobal
approach to proclamation |in-
cludes the United Staqes
- Evangelization provides both the
invitation and challen‘ge)to
respond freely to the demands of
Christ’s call to conversron i

the ' primary elements of
cateqhests are unimportant. All of
Chapter V, entitled Catechétical
Criteria, is precisely the
theol oglcal content of catechesis.

This may account for the fact that
there is little emphasis- stressing
the importance of presenting the
organrc whole of catechesis, that -
the whole Christian message must
be. proclarmed Another - struc-
tural’ weakness, within this sub-.
topid is - the ~ emphasis "upon
Scripture, Tradition and Liturgy.
Each{ of these areas are well
devegoped in other"chapters. The
tepetition and overlap tend to

mutual

listi

One of the outstandlng

Catec

adulthood| and to their . fau‘th':

a

cooperative spirit. Catechists owe.
their students. enthusiasm for the.
and  diligence in
‘Coordinators owe
their parishes "dedication and
leadership. The
substance of this section of the
chapter wold be more meaningful
if it were cast in the context of.
lesponsnblhtles
reciprocal| retationships.

g the qualities
religious {educators, although
borrowing directly from the
NCEA bodklet, The Qualities and
Competencies of the Religion
Teacher, the authors are careful
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CD on-
catechetical ministers. The test of .
the quality of its worth will ‘come
fro{m reactions | of
catechetical ministers V\fho have
eveloped their perceptlon from

30 all
stry.”
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-diffuse the lmpact of- the strengths of the, chaptey s its ‘ ‘ ) \ :
message. focus upon the catechet cal ® INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS
ministers of the Word. A long|list
Of paramount importance, _ of ministers is cited: parents,

however, is the mode of" catechists, religious _ education
theologrcal expression.. The coordmators member of F “ "t!l-':l
authors vacillate betveen two religious congregations, cleacons,'
differing, _theological ~ per- priests and bishops. The order of i H i
spectives. There is a dynamic placement is significant of itself. Funeral Ho er nc.
elaboratlon of . the content of Correct emphasis is placed upon . Phone
CateChESlS human life aﬂd the parents their need for| enrich—~'{' 3%2220
message. The focus is upon:man, ment first as untque pers ins, then - ol

~ Leo M.'Bean
human values, the |mmanehce of as married partners, ghen as : Francis H. McEhvee -
God HIS presence within our | parents. Parents generally are / T
world, . all that is human " eager to learn for the isake of I 200 Buffalo St , Canandaigua, N.Y.
falls ‘within  the matter] and , parenthood -often to the lim- § 9E. MalnSt Victor, N.Y.
content of catechesis. A baSlCl poverishment of .their dwn e . .
element of catechetical content personal growth. The tex goe; on " 7 y ——
is therefore all that comprises ~ to applaud the generous service H , " 586-5948,
Human life, past and present, in  of catechists and rightfully so.|”in ' F F
an evolving world.” However, a .particular way they Flill [the ST. ]EROM’ ’S
'such a religious but-. humamstrc_ promise which the Church makes PARIS*H

“at every baptism when god-.
parents and the’ congregatlon
offer support to the paren

approach apparently creates a
degree of discomfort within the
duthor. The inability to tfust in

| @ unem.[@;p ome

E. ROCHI‘-’STER

volved in the teaching mission of
the Church is addressed and
responsibilities owed themey
parish or diocesan structures is

secyrity. and predictability
inherent in the methodol@gy of
statjc. theology. The theglogical
foundations for the catechetical
content vacillate between

BURNS—HANNA"A
FUNERAL HOM

1795 Rldge Rd E.l 467-5745

l
'
i

outlined. True, it ist imperative
that parishes prowde ass:st%nce.
to parents instructing their
children in religious education.
True, itis lmperatlve tha panshes
) prov:de adequate instruction’ for -
t their catechists in order to inspire

The development of what self-confidence and facilitate
vitally needed concepts suffers at their teaching endeavors. Trug,
the[ expense of this ““over- diocesan offices of rellglous
exposure” of catechesis? The education should {support
chapter is introduced by a few . religious education coordinators,
summary paragraphs - on pre- ' provide in-service: programs “and ‘
evangelization promote the mlmstry of';eac ing. o

reflecting a paternalistic  and
authoritarian attitude and en-
couraging authentic human
resqonsrblhty, subjected to the
;udgment of the Gospel.

anc{ the missionary work of the. .
Church. The development of the
is, good, but altogether

too,bnef especrallv since ours is .

Al

However, responslblh is [not
unuateral but reciprocall Pa nts

owe to their children responsible
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