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Church as an 
in t imate un ion 
mankind. 

. 2. Catechesi 
reality and 
Sacrament 
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catechesis 

structure of the 'jvhole content 
mis t -be theocent rk jand tr ini tar ian. 
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task of catechesis is to present the 
nstrument for the achievement of 
w i th God and. the uni ty of all 

s must present both the outward 
inner mystery jof the Church as 

of 

sacraments mustlbe presented in the 
Church as the prime sacrament and 

i 5. Catechesis must emphasize the unity and the 
ca tho l ic i ty 'o f t h e Church, taking into account the 
diversity w th in . 

constant reference | to the , authentic 
mown and interpreted in Tradit ion, the 

in theteachinig of the apostles, in 

. 6- BV 
Scriptures 
Church 
fraternal ccjmmuniori, in t hs breaking of. the bread 
and prayer 

perseveres 

/ 

7. It is the taskvof catechesis to. keep alive the 
awareness of baptism and its meaning for the i n 
dividual. Christian and the communi ty at large. This 
must be seen in relation to the Passover and Exodus 
of Israel. ' ' • • ' ' * . 

8. In Christian communi ty common beliefs, 
experiences, ideals and values are shared. 

9. Catechesis- must move men to bui ld com
munity in all areas of l i fe,,with the Eucharist as,its 
basis and center. ' ' . ' 

10. Ajt . the parish level catechesis is 
simultaneously a' way of assimilating members into 
the Christian Community, a thorough grounding in 
the fai th and even a way of l i fe. 

11. Catechesis must develop an awareness of the 
Church's mission to all people. Christians must b e . 
motivated, according to their age and capacity, to 
participate in this mission. 

/̂* 
12. Catechesis should make clear the positive 

relationship of the Church to wor ld religions and to 
those who profess no religion. 
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- By FR. DOUGLAS C. HOFFMAN 

How should a catechist un
derstand the C lu rch today? Wha t 
is central? On what pegs can w e . 
Hang the insights into fa i th that 
the teacher of religion wishes to 

- share? These questions have-
stalked religion teachers for the. 
last ten year; since the 'older 
d e f i n i t i o n s o f C h u r c h and 
sacraments h.eve been set-aside.. 

-r ° 
Chapter Thr^e of the Directory 

a t t emp ts tc answer these 

questions .for the American 
Church. The s\ veep o f the chapter 
is simple: Jesus Christ is t h e ' 
ground for the unity of the 
Church; the Church is called to 
be community; she hasa (mission 
jn the wor ld ; the Church func
tions as herald, celebrator, ser
vant and organizer. ' . ( 

Where! the Chapter 
i Succeeds 

At this hour of religious 
education in the Church, we all 
w e l c o m e d rec t answers t o 
questions of curr icu lum and 
substance for our programs. The 
' importance of. this chapter for 
adults as wel i as chi ldren, for 
professionals as wel l as volunteer 
leaders and teachers, cannot be 
overestimated. This chapter w i l l 
be inspiring for them; ' i t lis in 
spiring for us al l . 

I t raises 
farthest 
and at the 
deeply into 
mystery p.f 
does make us 
off. 

reaches 
sane 

t i e 

our vision t o the 
of the Church, 
t ime plunges us 

her origins. in the 
l i fe of Jesjus. It 

see deeply and far 

The first section of the chapter 
affirms the fact that, where the 
Church is piresdnt and active, 
Christ is present and act ive. He is 
the source of the uni ty of the 
Church, a unity in wh ich diversity 
can also f lour ishl He makes the 
Church apostolic. He found the 
new People of ; God a people 
signed by baDtism in water and., 
the Spirit, f 

The second fsectiort confirms 
the fact thlat; the C h u k h is 
cont inuous dutieach>— t o other 
Christian•-- t radi t ions, - t o other 
religious tradit ions, t o wherever 

St. Vincent's 
Has A 

Churchvi l le — St. V incent De 
Paul Parish,.for the first t ime in its 
history, held a 'St . Joseph's Day 
celebration at all the Masses on 
Sunday March 16. Bread was 
blessed by Father. Louis J. Hoh-
man, pastor, and. symbol ic, of
ferings of bread and f ru i t -were 
ca r r i ed 
procession. 

in . t h e o f f e r t o r y 

At [ the close: o f the. Mass, the 
blessjed bre.ac.was distr ibuted t o 
the (iongregatSiofn. t h e commit ted; . 
Who '' developed the celebration-
inc luded Mr'.j and Mrs. Edward'"' 
CTuffini, Mr . and Mrs, Joseph De N 

Pal m a . and fami ly , and Thomas 
Dermody, chairman o f t he parish 
counc i l . The [ p r o j e c t was held 
under ' the auspices of the.:parish-
l i turgy/ commi t tee ; .... 

Church and the Invitation 
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Chapter Three 
13. Catechists should foster uni ty among 
istians, and present accurate views of the 

practices and beliefs of other Christian Churches. 

14. Aware that New Testament fa i th grows out of 
thd Jewish Covenant, catechists should develop an 
understanding of the rich covenant tradit ions, belief 
an$ practices of the Jewish communi ty. 

15. Since there can be no communi ty if there is 
no concern to serve the neediest first, and to not ice 
where the neediest are, catechesis must foster 
positive attitudes in this regard. > 

16. The work of catechetics (and the task of 
Christian comlmunity are mutual ly dependent on 
eatph other. 

17. In building communi ty the Church has 
several tasks: to articulate the message, to train 
competent heralds of that message, to celebrate the . 
message in liturgy, to implement belief in a cal l t o / 
service, and t o organize so that belief and hope andj 
lovje wi l l be widely shared. 

to Community' 
! ' In the box above is a synopsis of the th i rd chapter of the proposed 
National Catechetical Directory, as prepared by the directory staff. 
Diocesan off icials w i l l give a cr i t ique of each of the nine chapters of the 
directory weekly in the Courier-Journal. The th i rd chapter is analyzed 
by Father Douglas Hof fman, diocesan director tof Pastoral Ministry. 
Extra copies of the directory are available' f rom the Off ice of Religious 
Education, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Any comments, 
suggestions or cri t icism also should be sent to that of f ice. 

created in this chapter lacks a 
certain earthinessj — it has no 
body odor! 

Conclusion 

'The chapter wi 

men and women and children 
suffer. The tone is one of sharing' 
our spiritual treasures and of 
openness, to receiving in return 
what is of wor th that others wish 
to share with us. 

The th i rd section explores in a 
p r e l i m i n a r y fash ion t h e em
bodiment of the Church over 
time. inv community. The finest 
sentence itj this, chapter appears 
as a description of the center of 
the parish: "The Eucharist is l the 
heartbeat of the local Christian 
communi ty which is the parish." 

The- f i na l section ,is the in
creasingly famil iar statement of 
the purposes, of the Church in 
every one of the[forums in which 
she'moves. We- often lspeak of 
w o r d , w o r s h i p , w i tness and 
administrat ion. These are helpful 
foci for lessons and themes that 
can be developed in liturgies; 
lec tu res , workshops and 
classrooms. It is not so much that 
something new is said here' but 
that we f ind we are close togetner. 
in the description of the roles the 
Church plays ^in the" wor ld. 

In a fair ly extensive self-
consciousness about our roles 
and our job descriptions and 
what our constitutions ought to 
say about ourselves and our 
purposes, and at a t jme when i t is 
becorriing increasingly necessary 
to plan and set goals and ob
jectives, this chapter on the 
nature and mission of the Church 
is very much needed. 

C 

Where the Chapter 
Fails 

• In my op in ion, the chapter 
struggles with- but does not 

•succeed in f ind ing a single 
"organiz ing p r i n c i p l e f o r t h e 
chap te r . Tha t s h o r t - c o m i n g 
perhaps reflects- the tendency of 
contemporary ecclesiology offer 
a set of models of a handful of 
bibl ical metaphors as conceptual 
tools. The .chapter begins by 
suggesting the use of the imagery 
of St. Paul (the "Body ojf Christ") , 
but then moves on t o use or 
al lude to at least ten other 
images. There is a richness in this, 
hu t fo r teachers and others 

seeking a handle for the Subject 
matter, it is a serious weakness. 

' The second re-write wi l l have 
to deal w i th the lack of 
organization of the material 

throughout the document. Orte 
has t o skip around t o f ind piece
meal comments about religious 
education and the parish, and 
each time (cf. for example No.' 
214 in Chapter Nine) the 
language used varies? 

U n d o u b t e d l y , th is can be 
attr ibuted to the fact that 32,000 
people had a hand in wr i t i f ig this 
d o c u m e n t . Every sect i 'on is 
bulging with different or slightly 
different concepts wi thout any 
ove ra l l cons is tency (one is 
reminded of the description o'f a 
camel as a horse designed by a 
committee!:). In fact, one yearns 
for a glossary of terms (dare I say 
definitions?) to pin down such 
s l i ppery concep ts ass " c o m 
m u n i t y " , " m i s s i o n " , " t r a n 
s c e n d e n t " , and even 
"catechesis." 

Nor is i t an easy chapter to 
read. The style is reminiscent of 
the documents of Vatican I I , 
wjhich speak so very much of our 
beliefs and ideals, bu t . speak 
sparingly of our shortcomings 
and of some, of the harsher 
realities of l i fe. Take, for example, 
this statement f rom No. 43: "The 
members of Christ's body are knit 
together in perfect uni ty." ;There 
is a certain unreality to that 
s ta temen t . The a t m o s p h e r e . 

'Some 
mf Good Things 

Never 
Hudson at E. Ridge 

in Irondequoit 

Reservations: 342-4220 

Luncheons weekdays, 
Dinners daily 

to pastors, relig Ous education 
coordinators, rel gion 
all those ' involved 
municating our 
religious education ministry. 

It w i l l -help ethers as wel l . 
Those who ser i/e on parish 
.councils, belong to prayer groups, 

T John 

be a great help 

teachers, 
in cqm-

faith through 

participate in one or other off the 
renewal g roups • (Curs i l l o , 
Marriage Encounter, Charismatic 
Renewal), those who belong to 
tradit ional spiritual formation 
groups (Legion of Mary, Rosary 
Gui ld, St. Gerard Society, etc.), 
those in the various forms of 
parish pastoral ministry w i l l alU 
f ind insight and inspiration in the 
reflections wh ich this \cl japter 
contains. j T 

One hopes that those who have 
read this chapter wiill both 
crit ique it as requested and share 

it with3 co-workers /in the 
vineyard. 

J. Curran Funeral Home 

ROBERT E. KINGSTON 
Licensed Funeral 

1 ! director 

335 Oxford St. 

Mouse 

Chas G. Umbo Sam J. Lembo 

LEMBO S SONS 
Eska Outboard Motors. 

' Safes & Service | 
Motor Rental * Marina Acer * 

Aiftnorized. Mcpufcch i f lg in 
: Motor PlrtsS Service 

- 20% Off Suggested 
Manufacturers Price Now 

Through May 21st. 
! Motors from 3-15 HJ>. 

492'Femwooe'JAvenne -
Rachester, Mew Yart 14S09 

34Z-7827: 

. •**+**+++++*+»•*++*+***+«*+** 

Gerould's 
Pharmacies 

S. Ma in St. and 
Clhiurch & Hof fman 

Elrn ira 

Delivery Service 

733-6696 
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473-3170 

15 Day 
Year Pilgrimage to 

Rome & the Holyland 
WITH FATHER FRAATS 

September 25 to October 9 
7 D a y s e n d N i g h t s i n R o m e , p l u s 7 m o r e i n t h e 
H o l y La i d p r o v i d e , a n u n f o r g e t t a b l e r e l i g i o u s , , 
h i s t o r i c a l , c u l t u r a l e x p e r i e n c e o f a l i f e t i m e . 

$1035 per person 

Price includes: air fare 
via AlitalU, first class ac
commodations, excel
lent mea s, tours and 
more. 

your Tciur Director: 
Father Ralph Fraats 

Fil l i n t h i s C o u p o n f o r F r e e B r o c h u r e 

Make Your Reservations Now 

S e n e c a Fa l l s T r a v e l N A M E 

21 State Stroet 
Seneca Fall;! 
New Yok 13148 

' \. 

ADDRESS •' 

CITY.: STATE. Z I P . 

T E L E P H O N E 
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