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The new altar and pew posnt%on at st. john'the Evangehst Chukch

- Church LookAItered

Co-Pastors Seek Panshloners Reacuon .

By MOLLY JUDGE

Since the six weeks of Lent is a

time when people usually have a

greater awareness of God-and .

Mass, Fathers James Boyle and
John Mulligan, co-pastors of -St.
John the Evangelist parish on
Humboldt Street in’ Rochester,
decided it ‘'would be an ap-
propriate time to experiment with
the floor plan of their church.

In an attempt to emphasize

togethetness and shating, the
altar was moved ffrom the front of

the church to the middle against

the right side. ;The pews were
rearranged with: the help of 50

parishioners to face the altar in a
seml—cwcle : :

“It's more. rewarding to have
the altar closer to the
congregation. " it helps us live

. theology in sharing and par-

ticipating in Mass. The people are
more a part of the Mass and they

- can live the Mass instead of just

_seeing it,” said- Father Boyle

The entire -experiment was
financed for under $1,000. This
figure included an otange car-
peted platform for the altar to set
upon, green aisle carpets and
lowering the church lights. Also
parishioner --Ron Jakubowski

- Ma a,t Medaille .

\

~additional plans.”

donated his talent and adjusted
the loud-speakers to _conform

‘with the altar posmon

fAccordmg to Father Mulligan,
the farthest pew was 72 feet or 24
pews from the old altar position -
at the front of the church. Now,
49 feet or 8 pews is the greatest |
distance a parishioner would sit
fromn the altar.

Ifithe panshloners approve of
the new altar arrangement. whic
will be determined by a poll at
Lent’s conclusion, the pastors
have a variety . of redecorating
improvements in mind. “The altar
position is just the beginning of a
master plan. But we have to see if
we're going to maintain the altar
in the middle of the church
before we can go ahead with
said Father
Bovyle, .

When the modified Cothic
church was constructed in 1926,
the san¢tuary was not completed
since the parish ran into financial
problems. Father Boyle men-
tioned that future plans for the
church would entail the com- ¢
pletion of the sanctuary. The area.
would be set aside from -the
church by a curtain. “By having a
sanctuary, the Eucharist ‘would
have a plce by ltself and people
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Two Nazareth College Alumni. Assocnatlon members, Mrs.
James. L. Crowley and Mrs. James Mapmx, prepare for a “Mali
at Medaille,” a sale of handcrafted items, plants, books -and
antiques scheduled Thursday, March 20, at Nazareth. Mrs. °
Manmx is chalrman of the event, and Mrs, Crowley is‘in charge ’
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of the book section. o h
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i 'Boyle. “}

would haveI a. private place to
worship at the tabernacle,” said
Father Box/le

Be5|des the sanctuary, future
plans incldde painting the pale
- vellow church wall a bright color

I and painting the stations of the

Cross.

I
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To help develop ﬁecoratmg
ideas, a church refurbishing
. committee was formed. They
were aided by the liturgy, finance
and majriitenance committees.
Further opjnion on financial
considerations was given by the._
Rambusch <Zlecoratlon firm from
New York City and a local ar-
chitect who: wants to remain
anonymous Father Richard
Vasco, head of the Lliturgical
Commission . of. the Albany .
Diocese, also offered advice.

“The genéral goal of the altar
position was to unite the people

- and | tl'n k it has” said Father
an feel a greater sense
i of partlapajtlon and togetherness

¢ betweerL fthe congregation and

me” " i
. &~

{

" Father M}ulllgan added, "1 like
it. Many detail problems have
come up, lsuch "as the role of"
ushers: ‘With the altar in the
center, the ushers have a lot more
'r‘esponsiblllty since every door is
a back door We usually need
four men. and now we may have
to have five or six.”

“But it has many advantages.
The ‘people are beginring to
realize fiow othersiin the church
can heip them” worshxp They are

_in. social research} between not .

starting to view the other people -

as witnesses in the Mass. Families
also have an advantage. The kids
can get closer to the altar and see
the priest say Mass.”

A big benefit of having a
céntral altar is thelemphasis it
places on the stained glass
windows which were designed by
Hermahn J. Butler of Aeolian Hall
in New York City. The north
. window depicting the story of the
" Annunciation, won an award in -

the 1930s. 1 really fike the new *

altar since | can admire; the
beauty of the windows. It help&
. Mass be more meéaningful,” said
Jeanne Appleby, -a panshloner

~

Not everyone approves of the
change.

“| personally don’t care for it,
said Judith Costello. “It's
“distracting to me simply because
it just doesnt fook right in the-
building.”

F\Jevertheless a life fon
., parishioner, Charles Hauser says,
“It's OK. I'm not sure about the
togethernéss aspect of lt but_ the
altar fooks fme to me.”

w8

P

e

17y *

3

[ * The
Church 1975

T
I

ndrew Greeley

The priesthood, 1 fear, is no
" longer a thoroughly respectable
professxon
priests are liked but not well-
liked. The Jaity, a new NORC
study, suggests, like the parish
priests but don‘t respect their
professional competence. It used
to be that(if one were a pnest one
was accorded instant nespect

Then it came to be that a priest’

had to earn respect. NO\lv he is
assumed to be unworth it
until he proves the cont ry

Some - of this collapse of
respect is doubtless due: to the
massive and well-publicized
resignation of so many unhappy
and dissatisfied priests. But the
laity are| quite tolerant toward
siuch resignations. The real
problemJ seems to be the low

level of professional ‘per-
forfhance—as judged by the
laity—of those °who have

remairied in the priesthood.

‘As the artlcle by the NORC
team In the January “Critic”
reports, 20 years ago, three fifths
of the laity said sermons were
excellent. Ten years ago,
proportion had dropped to two
fifths, and now it is down to one
fifth (one sixth among teenagers).
Nor is this to be explamed bv
the higher educational
achievement of Catholics.
Respect for sermons has fallen at
all educational levels.

Manv priests have been angry
at me for the things | have written
in! this column about sermons.
The data gathered in the NORC
study simply confirm what
anyone who talks to a lay person
knows:
mons are terrible. Indeed, bad
sermons seem to be one of the
principal causes of the decline in
Mass: attendance (and. the
résulting decline of Sunday
contributions). There is a .33
relationship - (plenty respectable

liking sermons and not going to
Mass. We easily blamed the new

Like Wiy Loman,

the -

the . laity think our ser- .

hturgy (Wthh most of the lalty
like) and jnever thoyght ot blame
our own preaching (which most
of the laity can't stand).

There have been similar
precipitous declines in the
proportion thinking that prlests
are good at responding to per- ,
sonal problems and working with
teenagers. Only about one fifth of
the Catholic population is willing’

* to give us high marks on either of

these professional activities. Only
half would be “very pleased” i
their son wanted to beja priest
(down 15 percentage -pomts in

decade), while almost thre
fourths would be very pleased if
their son became a college

" professor. l

When the college professor has
more respect in the minds of the
Catholic laity than does the priest
we are in serious trouble. We ar
not disliked. No one is violentl
against us. Anticlericalism is still§
very small. On the whole, the
laity is willing to say we are

trying. ,

No, priests are not bad; theyre
just slobs.

It will be intergsting to see the
reaction of the organized clergy
groups in the country to the
NORC data. My guess is that they
will simply ignore it—or respond
to it as priests tend to respond to
everything: they will attack the
personality of the author of the
findings rather than deal with the
findings themselves

An immense effort is needed lo
restore the image of the priest as
a professionally competent man,
to replace the image of the
likable and well-meaning slob
who doesn't do anything very
well. But the effort won't be
made. if the priesthood as itjis
currently constituted was capahle
of such effort, its professional
skills would never have sunk fso

low in the first place. )

The most 'l:kely reaction frgm *
the priest groups is a new
campaign for a marrled clergy.

Sex makeé you preach bettLr?

Before lomg, it is to be feared,”
people are oing to start belng
ashamet] of{belng priests., i

'
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And: | p[d)pose té all of those
priests whorjare preparing to write
me a hate letter that they spend
the time instead preparing next
Sunday% sq‘rmon
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SAVE!

TREMENDOUS SELECTION |

EASTER PLANTS
MUMS
"BEGONIAS

Cash & Carry Gut Flowers

SAVE!
Sprlng Fertilizer Sale

TURF LINE . S

Triple Action Products

$1-°° OFF PER BAG
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*1.49 up :
.98 up
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SAVE!

SCOTTS TURF BUILDER
$4-90 OFF PER BAG

15,000 SQ. FT. BAG
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