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By Bishop Joseph L Hogan 

on TOSEPH 
•I rrjust a d m i t tha t I have a l . 

sidered, it m y very good fo r tune 
lov ing [parents dec ided t o call; me ' 

do ing th is , t hey 
pat ron w h o h 
been a source 
strength to me. 
his feast day, 
been a d a y 
ce lebra t ion for 
me to share wi th ! 
thoughts abou t 
my patrfon and 
of the universe 

I 

ays c o n -
tha t my 

|oseph. In 
aye me a 
s always 
of great 
nd today , 

jas always 
o f rea l 
e. A l l o w 

y o u a few 
t. Joseph, 
he pat ron 

Church. 

lose who 
the fact 

There are 
have bemoanec 
tha t we know sc1 l i t t le real 
h istory conce rn ing th is 

man w h o l ived in such close p rox im i t y t o our 
Savior. Ma t thew 's Gospel tel ls us t | a t he was 
a " r i g h t e o u s " man (1:19); tha t 
carpenter by t rade (13:55); tha t he was in­
f o r m e d of the special c i rcumstances of Jesus' 
b i r th by the message o f an angel (1:19-25); 
and tha t he was given the care of Jesus and 
Mary du r i ng the t roub lesome f l i gh t i n to 
Egypt (2:13-14). Luke tel ls us tha t Jesus was 
" o b e d i e n t " t o h i m as a y o u n g man (2:51). 
Here t h e references stop. Joseph jifades i n t o 
the backg round . |But in order to rfjake up for 
this ack of i n f o r m a t i o n , p ious soujls over the 
centur ies have been f o n d o f supp ly ing ad­
d i t i ona l ma te r ia l regarding Joseph's l i fe and 
thereby hoping to shed more l ight on this saint. 

Perhaps in do ing th isJwe have missed the 
point... Joseph's place in tine gospel narrat ives, , 
is n o t an h is tor ica l one. The facts t ha t are 
presented are.few. In fac t , M a t t h e w and Luke 
do ho t even agree o n ' t h e name of Joseph's 
father ( M a t t 1:16; Luke! .3:23). Rather, Joseph 
plays a most impo r tan t role in the theolojgy 
of t he Gospels. I w o u l a ask tha t we look th£n 
at Joseph as.a theo log ica l f igure, t o do th is , 
the readings of the lect ionary for this special 
feast are a great he lp. / \ \ 

The f i rst reading f rom II Samuel speaksl of 
the promise m a l e . to Dav id tha t his 
descendants wpujid enjoy an everlastiing 
re la t ionship w i t h God- 'They w o u l d have ian 
eternal covenan t w i t h h i m . Paul , in wr i t ing : t o 
the Romans, speaks of t he promise m a d e ; t o 
Abraham by w h i c h w e learn tha t his 
descendants w e u l d be many and w o u l d 
inher i t t he wo r l a . It is in order to connec t the . 
tjhree r ead ings / t ha t t he f i rs t verse of t he 
Gospel refers to- the geneolcrgy of Jesus. W h a t 
this gospel wisries us to knojw is that Joseph is 
in the theo log ica l l ine of Abraham and 
Dav id . The promises made1 t o Ab raham ar id ' 
Dav id are now a b o u t t o be fu l f i l l ed t h rough 
Joseph's l ine, tha t is, th rough ' Jesus. 

Perhaps/the key to our unders tand ing of 
Joseph.is to be f o u n d in Paul's s ta tement to 
the Romai is : " T h e promise was made on t h e 

the power o f ,God to bring about the iim-
possible. He w^as w i l l i n g t o open his eyes t o 
see tha t every th ing t ha t .Cod wa's fdo ing /for 
Israel was a grace, a g i f t , jthe very l i fe of God 
Himsel f be ing impar ted to the people. Thus, 
Joseph a l l owed the pronkise of G o d to 
happen th rough h i m , just as Mary had d o n e 
by saying 'yes' t o t he angel . G o d wishes t o 
save, bu t man must be w i l l i n g and open t o . 
His com ing . 

I t h ink y o u can begin to see w h y 1 have 
always used Joseph as a mode l . There are 
many t imes as Bishop of t h s Diocese w h e n 1 
wonder where G o d is lead ing us in p u r 
history of salvation. There%>re times when I 
am ove rwhe lmed by the rea l iza t ion tha t w e 
stand in the l i ne .o f Ab raham and D a v i d , of 
Joseph and Jesus, of John XXI11 and Paul V I . 
Again and again, I must rerr i 
all o f ' you — that "Al l cepends on fai th, 
everything is a grace." 

grounds off fai th, in 
matter of sheer 

order that it might be a 
grace ; " or as the New 

Amer i can , t rans la t ion puts i t , " H e n c e , a l l 
depends/on fa i th , e\ 
4:16). Joseph's v i r t ie was tthat he believed in 

Reforms on Pontiffs Desk 

erything is a grace." (Rom 

Thisjyear as we celebrate his feast day, let 
us once again, renew our d e v o t i o h to Joseph. 
As we . all c o n t i n u e towvor< fo r renewal a j id 
reconc i l i a t i on , let us us^ 
mode l . W e can do we l 
pat ience, his f a i t h ; h i : 
cooperate w i t h God's plar , 
act on Cod's w o r d . Joseph's 
role in th'e h is tory o f salvat 
and encourage us. And f i na l l y , let us im i ta te 
the theo log ica l stance of Joseph. If w e can 
bel ieve as he d id a n d , as he d i d , recogn ize 
every th ing as grace- w e t o o caVi t r u l y 
coopera te in God's lov ing plan' of sa lva t ion . 

Joseph as our 
to . im i ta te his 
wi l l ingness , t o 

his eagerness t o 
s awareness of his 
on can st rengthen 

Jesuits End General Congregation 
[RNS] The 32nd Rome 

General Congregation of the 
Society of Jesiis ended a three-
month session here; March 7, 
w i t h t he a p p r o v a of f i n a l 
documents out l in ing the future 
direct ion of the ^35-year-old 
religious order of priests and lay. 
brothers founded by St. Ignatius 
Loyola. 

The ex ten t of. p roposed 
changes in the 29,bUU-memDer 
order, wh ich has declined by 
6,000 in 10 years,, wi l l be known 
only when Pope Paul VI approves 
the;documents adopted by the 
order's highest governing body 
and authorizes promulgation. 

. The ponti f f in a Feb. 15 letter 
t o l d Jesuit Super ior Genera l 
Father Pedro Arrupe that the 
congregation must submit all 
dec is ions , t o h i m be fo re 
publ icat ion. 

Jesuit sources .here sa id , 
however, that the texts approved 
by the congregation concerned 
"Jesu i t i d e n t i t y , " soc ia l and 
pol i t ical problems, the order's 
vows of poverty, the training of 
Jesuits, and ways; of dealing w i th 
tension and dissent w i th in the 
order. 

s- The General Congregation also 
bowed t o a papal veto of a reform 
proposal earlier endorsed by a 

two-thirds majority of nearly 250-
member assembly. ; 

At issue was the structure of 
the Society of Jesus, w i th its 
special " four th vow" of fealty to 
the Pope. 

Following f inal vows, there; are 
three distinct "grades" in* ' the 
Soc ie ty : t h e " p r o f e s s e d , " 
"spiritual coadjutors," .and lay 
brothers. 

The first two grades" are or­
dained priests. The members of 
all grades t a k e f f inal solemn 
voews of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience, vows Assumed by all 
members of religious; orders. 

One group of (Jesuits — the 
professed — take in addi t ion a 
solemn ' ' fourth vow" promising 
" spec ia l o b e d i e n c e t o the 
Supreme Pontiff w i th . respect to 
accepting assignments anywhere 
in the wor ld . " 
i r- ' 
- Recommendations for the 32nd 
Genera l Cong rega t i on were 
sought f rom all Jesuits. Many 
objected to the grading system 
for the professed, arguing, that: it 
is anachronistic and divisive, as it 
separates priests f rom their fe l low 
priests* and downgrades the lay 
brothers. 

Earl ier, test votes, i n t h e 

Vatican Cancels Seal! of Approval 
Vatican City [RNS] - The 

Vat ican has abolished the t i t le , 
• 'Purveyors t o t h e Papal 
Household," used on a variety pf 
Roman and j o the r I t a l i an 
products, ranging f rom wax to 
wine, as a"~ badge of special 
qual i ty. : 

l t a statement, the Vatican said 

the t i t le had no t been granted t o 
new clients for a number of years, 
and that in 1973 the decision had 
been taken t o suspend-i ts use. 
Observing that in the ; t ime 
elapsed, "those concerned have 
been able t o accustom them­
selves t o the 1973 decision," the 
statement declared: "As o f May 1 , 
1975, no f i rm may legit imately 
use thei t i t l e . " 

congregation showed* that a 
majori ty of the Fathers supported 
proposals t o e l i m i n a t e t h e . 
p r i v i l eged p o s i t i o n of the 
professed arid make all members ' 
of the Socie:y el igible to take the 
spec.ial vow. 

Pope Paul, however, let' i t be 
known that he was opposed to 
any such c iange in- the "sacer­
do ta l " character of the Society of 
Jesus, as set up by Ignatius and 
approved by Pope Paul III in 
1540. . 

When Father Arrupe reported 
to Pope Paul in an audiente 
fo l lowing the close of the Ceneral ' 
Congregation, the ponti f f voiced 
con f idence ' t h a t t h e session 
would be beneficial to Jesuits, to 
other religious orders, and to the 
entire Church. The Pope also 
stressed the special relationship 
between the Jesuits and the 
papacy. 

Pope Paul gave Father Aruppe 
a crucif ix of dark wood about <f 
foot and a half high used toward 
the. end of the 16th Century by St. 
Robert Bellarmine, the Jesuit 
cardinal and theologian who was 
a key figure in the Catholic 
Counter-reformation. 

Jesuit-operated Vatican Radio, 
in a report on the General 
Congregation remarked that the 
session "wi l l certainly go down in 
history'on account of the pastoral 
in teres t a n d . au tho r i t a t i ve^ 
directives w i t h which the Holy 
Father fo l lowed its preparation, 
works, and conclusion." 

Re fe r r ing t o t h e Pope's 
message to Father Arrupe during 
the audience, the braodcast said 
the pont i f f expressed his "great 
af fect ion" for Jesuits. 

"Because of our great affection 
for members of the Society of • 
Jesusj" sa id t h e Pope, " w e 
thought i t necessary to intervene 
. .. . W e believed ourself obl iged 

to do so in the consciousness of 
our off ice as supreme protector 
of the formula of the (Jesuit) 
institute and as universal pastor 

=of the Church." . . 

''Perhaps," the* pontiff went 
o n " some believe that in order to 
guarantee a new vital i ty for the 
society it is necessary to in­
troduce radical innovations into 
the formula of the institute, in its 
ba'kic const i tut ion. ; 

•manifest 
assistance. 

signs of d i v i n e 

"But we could not share this 
idea of a meta'mdrphosis of a 

ligious institute, so ret 
teristic 

charac-
and . so tested by the 

experience of its history and by 

"We are of the opinion that 
renewal is needed according to 
the logic of the principles of the 
Gospel and of the (Jesuit) in­
stitute, but not a renewal that 
transforms and deforms those 
fundamental norms which define 
the identi ty o f the Jesuit." 

Vatican Radio said the Pope 
told the Jesuit Superior General 
that he would cont inue to take "a 
lively interest" in the affairs of 
the Society and would." intervene 
whenever the good of the Society 
and of. the Church requires it:" 

Pope Greets Prime Minister 

Pope Paul VI shakes hands with Prime Minister Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau of Canada during a private audience at the Vatican. 
The Canadian leader was in Italy for talks with government 

leaders. (RNS) 


