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This is the first of a series o f 
articles prepared jby the Diocesan 
Pastoral Counci l /Convocat ion 
Steering Commit tee t o describe 
various aspects of the Diocesan 
Pastora l C o u n c i l w h i c h w i l l 
convene June i 3 J 5 . The purpose 
of the series is t o raise the 
awareness of every member of 
the diocese of the importance of 
the Diocesan Pastoral Counci l . 

March has been designated as 
the month dur ing wh ich the 170 
parishes ,in our jdiocese wi l l lay. 
the foundat ion for the Diocesan 
Pastoral Counci l (DPC). B ishop ' 
Joseph L. Hogan has instructed 
each parish counci l t o submit *a 
nominee to its regional body and 
has sent suggested criteria for 

these- hominees. Each of the 10 
regions.of the diocese w i l l elect 
its,, t h r e e members t o t h e 
Diocesan Pastoral Council f rom 
these nominees. 

.A long w i th the 30 members 
elected f rom " the regions,' the-
counci l w i l l have between 23 and 
28 ' addit ional members. , The 
Priests C o u n c i l and Sisters 
Council are currently devising a 
m e t h o d t h r o u g h w h i c h f i v e 
priests and f ive sisters f rom ,the 
diocese w i l l be elected by their 
peers. 

Bishop Hogian w i l l appoint four 
.•youth representatives and one 
Re l ig ious b ro the r f r o m -the 
diocese. Pastoral Of f ice* mem­
bership wi l l ijnelude the Bishop, 
the director M Pastoral 'Ministry 
and the executive secretary of the 
counci l who w i l l soon be named 
by Bishop Hogan. -\ • . . 
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\ After the results o f the election 
•• are submitted on Ap r i l . 15, the 
\ Bishop is empowered t o appoint 

; between f ive and ten other 
-" members representing minor i ty 

groups and special interests. Thus 
the members of the •- Pastoral 
Council w i l l to ta l between 53 and 

58, depending on the number of 
episcopal appointees. In'order to 
insure input f rom al | areas of the 
diocese i the majori ty of the 
membership is regional. 

According t o the Diocesan 
Pastoral! Counci l Const i tut ion, 
"any Roman Catholic in the 
Diocese of Rochester who has 
evidenced a-real- concern for the 
mission; of the Church and a 
personal! commi tment to service 
is el igible." Accordingly t h e 
criteria .urge that "nominees for 
the Council should evidence gifts 
f rom the Spirit and have con­
siderable experience in sharing 
their gifts (preferably at the 
parish, communi ty , and regional 
levels.)" I t also emphasizes that 
"nominees should bring to the 
Council a constructive, att i tude 
and the will ingness to express 
their gifts in an open fo rum. " 

This nominat ion procedure at 
the parish counci l level w i l l serve . 
as a barometer of the. readiness of 
the parishes for the creation of 
the Diocesan Pastoral Counci l . 
The degree of ser iousness, 
openness; and prayerfulness w i th 
w h i c h t h e par ish counc i l s 
conduct; the nominations wi l l 
indicate! the strength of the base 
of the r Pastoral Counci l . The 
" In t roduc t ion" of the Pastoral 
Council, Constitut ion stresses this 

point stating that " t o the extent 
t h a t . each parish ancj region 
shares its gifts f rom the Spirit, our 
Pastoral Council shall become a 
unique part icipat ion of the whole 
People of God in the serving 
Mission of the Church." 

Each reg ion has been 
cha l l enged t o d e v e l o p a 

.nominat ingprocesswhich insures 
that all its parishes and in­
stitutions part icipate in deter-^ 
mining its three representatives' 
A t least two of the members f rom 
each region must be lay men or 
women and one member w i l l be 
designated regional liaispn. Many 
of the regions have adopted a 
procedure developed by the 
Northwest Region of Monroe 
County in which a - regional 
nominat ing commit tee proposes 
the nominees for this regional 
liaison. 

Father Albert Cason,;4 coor­
dinator of 4he Tompk ins-T ioga 
Region, stated that his region has 
"a , good comprehension of the 
nominat ion process since they 
are famil iar w i th the process of 
parish elections to the Regional 
Assembly." father Roy Kiggins, 
coordinator for the Southeast 
Region of Monroe County, in ­
dicated that the process was 
r u n n i n g s m o o t h l y . He has 
scheduled a Regional Assembly 
for Apr i l 13 t o elect represen­
tatives. 

At the parish level., nominees 
are being selected in, a variety of 
ways. Most parish councils have 
appointed ad hoc committes to 
recommend candidates and then 
the councils elect their nominee. 
This was recently done at St. 
Margaret Mary's in the North 
Region. Our'Lady of Mercy parish 
in the ..Northwest .Region asked 
each parish counci l member to 
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ears there has been a potable 
decl ine i n \ the reception of the sacrament of 
Penance. This decl ine has been rioticeabie even 
among t h o s | w h o are sincerely dedicated tp a 
fervent l iv ing of the Christian life. Nor is this 
phenomenon confinec to Catholics of one country; 
i t has. occu r red th ro i i g i ou t the Church. Whet is the 
reason for this Worldtwide decl ine in the sacrament 
of Penance? \ ! 

'Some pe6ple\are inclined to say that the 
sacrament o f Penatace as we have"practiced i t in ' the 
Church simply doesViot come t o grips w i th the really 
great social reconqliat idn-rieeds of contenSporary 
l i fe. Th^y believe that private confession —p'.,with its 
weekly "shopping'listi\ as some have rather 'cynically... 
ca l l ed i t — does not f aceup suff iciently to the. social 
responsibiljities of Christians. It. appears t o give us a 
"clean slate," when we know .very well that our slate, 
as responsible members\of society, is not clean. It 
serves to feneourage complacency, whi le ignoring 
our deepfnpeds for recDncmiation in the social order. 

This may well be i val id observation. Ajft er a l l , 
the t radi t ional fo rm o f Penzance came into, being 
about the Eighth Century and derived f rom the 
practice o f private spjiiitual direct ion for Irishj/moriks. 
The problem of recent years"fo\ those who take their 
Christianity most seiously, Including its] social 
dimension, has been the gap between the manner in • 
which w e celebrate reconci l iat ion in the sacrament 
of Pepance and the tremendous arjd Widescale need 
for ifeconcil iation in a society so\al ienateq as. our 

PENANCE 

AT THE 

CROSSROADS 

owni1 Forgiving souls p 
enough in the face 

i e by one does riot seem to be 
Df the massive alienation of 

people f rom God and f rom one another. In an at­
tempt to bridge this ge p, rri'ahy churches have turned 
tp the celehijation o f cornmunal penance services. 
The. new rite of Per ance provides for tvjro such 
communal rituals o f reconci l iat ion. \ j 

- The first of these js caJledThe Reconcil iat ion of 
Several Penitents w i th Individual Confession and 

'Absolution. In this 
Sacrarnent, individual 
inserted in to!a communai 

fo rm of celebrating. .the 
confession- and absolution are 

., { t u n a ' j celebration in wjhjch al l . 
listen to the I Word of of God !and admit , the i r s i n j 

fulness and invoke God's mercy. 

This service involves 
W o r d . I t is..si|T)ilar to 
'Mas/s. The. h o m i l y ' 
leads in to a general 

a proclamation of Gpd's 
the Liturgy of the Wc^rd W the. 

wr ich. fo l lows the. Worci i Ser^/ice 
examination.of conscience and a 
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general confession of sin similar to me penitential 
rite of the Mass. 

The Lord's Prayer is said by all and then op­
portunity is offered for individual confession and 
absolution. -After the individual confessions have 
been completed,.the priest invites all present to offer 
thiariks t o God for His forgiveness. The pr iest ' en-
cdurages the participants to the performance of 

. good works that w i l | proclaim, that the grace of 
repentance is- active lin their, lives. Foilbwing this 
exhortation, a hymn praising Cod's mercy is ap­
propriate. After the hymn, the priest blesses the 
people and dismisses them w i th words l ike the 
following: 

The Lord has freed you "* 
f rom your sins. 
Go in peace. ,-

: To these words of dismissal all reply, "Thanks be 
t o God . " , . 

Theisecond fo rm of communal penance is cal led 
The Rite of Reconci l iat ion of Several Penitents w i t h 
General' Confession and Absolut ion. This way of 
celebrating communal penance is basically the same , 
as the first fo rm except that individual confession 
3nd;absolutipn are not included. Instead the people 
make a general confession and the priest, gives 
general absolut ion. This fo rm of celebrating the 
sacrament of Penance is permissible only where the 
circumstances make i t impossible t o have individual 
concession and absolut ion. The penjtent w h o 
receives.such general absolution is obl iged — at 
least i f he is gu i l t y "o f serious s in /y - to make in- ' 
d iv idual confession of his sins as soon as i t is 

.reasonably possible. 

These two forms of communal penance w i l l not 
satisfy everyone. I n particular, many w i l l feel that 
general, confession w i t h general absolut ion should 
be al lowed.mpre frequently and even under ordinary 
c i reumstance i But these t w o forms do represent a 
.beginrjingiin our str iving as Church t o achieve a f o r m 

.p.fcpenanceih^tvyilI adequatelymeet the great social-
reconci l iat ion -'.'needs'of our contemporary l i fe . • 
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submit a name fofLnominat ion. 
Th.e parish counci l [then elected 
one person f rom (hesje names. St. 
John the Evangelist, parish in the 
Southeast Region asked 

arishioners throbgH the Sunday 
ul let in to submit names to the 

parish counci l | steering com­
mittee chairperson. / 

These few examples indicate 
that the parishes jam J regions are 
maintaining thejir individual i ty 
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and ij igehuity in responding to 
Bishop Hogan's challenge. In 
general, indications are that our 
D iocesan Pastoral C o u n c i l 
elections are off t o a good start 
throughout the diocese. The 
reg iopal e l ec t i ons mus t be 
completed-by Apri l 15. . 

In the next art icle some parisri 
council chairpersons, wi l l share\ 
their views on the^. Diocesan 
Pastoral Counci l . 

THE 
&IDE 

JFr. Paul J. 
Each week bri rigs sc 

to me. The surprise 'for the week 
of March 2 was this: almost no 
pne knew the na|me or even of the 
existence of Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta. I madje a ^rnall survey, 
using a simple question: Do you 
know who Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta is? A ;few j thought she 
was the Little Flower!, St. Teresa of 
Lisieux. But for tpiostshe might be 
a lady f rom Outer Space. What is 

Cuddy. 
ome-surprise 

disconcerting is that 
century Francis of 
ago the'Readefs D 
article on her-iread 
Many other 'magazines have 
written ,of her work 
Journal, wh i ch ! is 
h a v i n g 9 3 % rea 
occasional stories of her work. So 

. the surprise of the 

she is a 20th 
Assisi. A year 
fgest had an 
by millions. 

The Courier 
advertised cts1 

cjership, has 

\jveek was the 
lother Teresa l imbo iri whicp Mc 

lives in the mihdsl of Catholic 
people 

Who is Mothei Teresa of 
born Agnes 

<opje, Yugoslavia, 

born in, 1910/ 
home to become! 

was Calcutta? She 
Boyaxhiu, in S 
of Albanian pareHts. She was 

Shd. 

Sister in India. Frorn her walks in 
Calcutta, where she /vas a teacher 
of geography j to I middle "class 
Indian gir ls/ she W.JS f i l led w i th 
compassion foi the :ast-off: men. 
women, chi ldren, dying in the 
streets, i n I94jt, she was 
dispensed ,Trom hur Sisters -of 
Loretfa Order 1:0 begin what has 
become The M :sionaries of 
Charity. Here i ; a aart of a radio 
interview w i t i British^ Broad­
casting Commentator Malco lm 
Muggeridge, from his book, 
Something Beautiful for God. 

left a happy 
a missionary 

Ma lco lm: When 
• for the Dying;, , 
these are people 
who have been 
are dying? 

Teresa: . Mother 
woman I saw 
f rom the street 
eaten by the 
her t o the hosi 
do nothing foi 
went to the 

' asked them 
could br ing 
on the same 

jvou say Home 
you mean that 

in the streets 
abandoned and 

She 
ai 

pital, 
her 
r 

fcir a 
these: 

day 

Yes. The first 
myself picked Up. 

had been half 
rats ahd ants. I took 

Iput they could 
From there 1 

munic ipal i ty and 
i lace where I 

pjeople because 
found other 

Film Seminars Set March 22 
A t ime f rame ' fo r showing of 

f i lms has been established for the 
Film Seminars sponsored by the. 
Of f ice of Religious Education at 
Nazareth Acacemy f rom 10 a.m. 
t o 4 p.m., Saturday, March 22. 

youth and adults 
for . all day, 
for afternoon 
films in the 

Films about 
are schedu led 
elementary f i m s 
and pre-schooler 
morning only 

I t also was announced by the 
education of f ice that Sister Carol 
Datz of Ss. Pe er and Paul parish 
in Rochester wi l l lj>e a presenter, 
taking the place of Sister Mary 
Dennis of Nazareth Academy. 

Parents,reducatipt> 
teachers and 

... committees, 
parish staffs are 

invited to preview material from 
XXIM Publications, Alpha, Klise, 
Gospel Films, Pyramid Films, 
Teleketics and f i lms available 
free f rom the Rochester Public-
Library. 

* 

Because eight audiovjsuals w i l l 
be shown concurrently each . 
parish is advised t o v n d at least 
eight persons. 

Reservations may pe made 
through Mary Travagl ini . at the . 
Pastoral Center, 1150 Buffalo 
Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. 
Paymenf is $3 per person or $10 
per parish. Chi ld care w i l t b e , 
Provided by reservation; again 
(through Miss Travaglini, 328-
3210. > • ' . . 

I S 

• $ • 

people dying in the streets: The 
' health officer of our munic ipal i ty 
r took'me to the temple Kali. It was 
i an empty bui ld ing. I was happy to 

have that.piace for many reasons, 
Wi th ing -20 hours we had our 

, patients there and w e started the 
work of the home- for the sick and 
dying who are destitute. Since 
then we have picked - iup over 
23,000 people f rom the streets of 
Calcutta of wh ich about 50 per 
cent have died. 

Ma lco lm: What exactly are you 
doing for these dying people? 

Mother T: .First of all We want 
to make trjem feel tf iey are 
wanted. We want therrtgto know 
that there are people wf io really 
love them, to . know human and 
divine love at least for! the few 
hours that they have to live. That 
they are loyed and -cared about, 
and there ate youngj ives; ready to 
give themselves in? service . . . 

* 3 <* 
J I '• 

While reading i'Muggerridge's 
bopk, I vijondered h6w many 
peop le remember . M o t h e r 
Alphonsus^convert daughter of 
Nathanial Wawthorne. Katherine 
Burton wrote of her anc her woijk 
for destitute, incurable cancer 
patients in her book, Sorrow Built 
a Bridge: ©r how many people 
under 30 know the work- of Dr. 
Tom Dooley, ex-Navy-ijfan, who , 
gave his heart and medical skill 
for the destitute in lodcnChina. 
He died of cancer at the age-of 44 
in 1961.' He wrote several books 
on the work, the f inale!being Dr. 
Ttom Dooley, M y Story,, wr i t ten 
pne year te fo re his d^ath. 

< The Missionaries of; Charity 
follow the tradit ional! religious 
life, with strong emphasis on 
community. They wearla habit of 
the white Indian sari wjith a blue 
border. They pray together, have 
Mass together, receive Com­
m u n i o n t o g e t h e r , r ec rea te 
together and experience the joys 
of religious •communi?/^ l i fe in 
their mutual concern. It is 
significant that the first ten young 
women to jo in Mother Teresa 
were wor j ten;who had been her 
s tuden ts . TJhe o r d e r has a 
m e m b e r s h i p of abojut 5,000 
grown in 24 years, and| spread t o 
every continent. \ 

•{< 1 
M o t h e r Teresa w r o t e on 

kindness: "Be kind andlrnerciful.. 
Let" n o ' one ever corri& to you 
wi thout coming away setter and 
happier. Be the l iv ing expression 
of God's kindness: kiiigjness in 
your face, kindness in your eyes, 
kindness in your smile; kindness 
in your warm greeting. In the 
slums we are the light ,ofj God's 
kindness o t the poor. To the 
chi ldren, to the poor, to all who 
suffer and are lonely, give always 
a happy smile. Give them not 
only your care, but also your 
heart." 
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