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Countdown legms for Dlocesan Pastoral Cauncrl

- Thls is the flrst of a series of .
articles-preparediby the Diocesan -

Pastoral Council/Convocation
Steermg Committee to describe

various aspects of the Diocesan

Pastoral Council which will
convene June 1345 The purpose
is . to. raise the
‘awareness of -every’ member of
:the diocese of the importance of
the Diocesan - Pastoral Council.

-March has. been designated as
the month duririg which the 170 .-
parishes iin our :diocese will ‘lay -
the foundation for the Diocesan

Pastoral Council (DPC). Bishop
joseph L. Hogan has instructed
each -parish ‘council to submit ‘a
nominee to its regional body and
has. sent suggested criteria for
these: nominees. Fach of the 10
regions . of the diocése will elect
its..
Diocesan Pastoral Council from
“these nominees.

-Along with .the 30 members
elected from *the regions,. the
council will have between 23 and
28 * additional members. . The
Priests Council ~
Council are currently devising a
method through -which five
priests and five sisters from .the
diocese will be elected by their
peers.

Bishop Hogan will appoint four
wyouth representatives and one
Religious brother from -the
. diocese. Pastoral Office¢ mem-
" bership will include the Bishop,
the director of Pastoral -Ministry
and the executive secretary of the
council who will soon be named
by Bishop Hogan. 8

After the results of the election
are submitted on April 15, the
Bishop is empowered to appornt
“between five and ten - other

- members representrng minority -
. groups and special interests. Thus

the members of the - Pastoral
Council will total between 53 and
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~ In the \paqt few years there has been a notable
decline "in\ the reception of the - sacrament of
is decline has been noticéable even
who lafe sincerely dedicatel to a 4
life.
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*Some people are mchned to say that the
sacrament of Pena ce as we have practrced it in the

lite T ey believe that
weekly “shopping list!
‘called’it — does not fa

responsrbrhtres of Chr

serves to encourage
our deepneeds for recon
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three members to ‘the’

and Sisters’

Communal

thurg Commrssron

prlvate confession —
as some have rather cynically.
ce up sufficiently to the-social
Stians. 1t appears to give us a
“clean slate,” when we| know very well that our slate,
as responsrble members\of society, is not clean. It
complacency, while ignoring.
%latlon in the socrcl -order.

a valid observation. Affter all .
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58, dependmg on the number of
epnscopal appointees. In order to
insure input from all areas of the
diocese | the majority of the
memberhhlp is reglonal

Accordlng to the Dlocesan
P&toral‘ Council Constitution,
“any Roman Catholic in the
Diocese of Rochester who has
evidenced a real: concern for the
mission - of the Church and a
personai‘ commitment to service
is eligible.” Accordmgly

the Council'should evidence gifts
from the Spirit and have con-
siderable experience in sharing
their gifts (preferably at the
parish, community, and regiona!l
Ievels Y it also emphasizes that
“nominees should brmg to the
Council 'a constructive_attitude
and the willingness to express

_their gifts in an open forum.”

This nemination procedure at

the parish council level will serve .
. as abarometer of the réadiness of

the parishes for the creation of
the Diocesan Pastoral Council.
The degree of seriousness,
openness; and prayerfulness with
which the parish councils
conduct, the nominations will

-indicatel the strength of the base -

of the -Pastoral Council. The
”_tntroductron" of the Pastoral
Council. Constitution stresses this

S

the:
“criteria urge that “nominees for

point stating that “to the extent
that . each parish and region
shares its gifts from the Splrrt our
Pastoral Council shall become a
uhique participation of the whole

People of God in the serving

Mrssron of the’ Church "

Each region has been
challenged to- develop a
-nominating process which insures
that all -its parishes ‘and in-
stitutions participate in deter-

" mining its three representatlves*

At least two of the members from
each region must be lay men or
" women and one member will be
designated regional harson Many
of the regions have adopted a
procedure developed by the

Northwest Region of Monroe :

County in which a - regional
nommatlng committee proposes
the nominees for this regronal
liaison.

|
Father Albert Cason,;‘a' Coor-
dinator of the Tompkins - Tioga
Reglon stated that his region has
“a. good comprehension of the
nomination process since they
are familiar with the process of
parish elections to the Regional
‘Assembly.” Father .Roy Kiggins,
coordinator for -the Southeast
Region of Monroe County, in-
dicated that the process was
running smoothly. He bhas
scheduled a’ Regional Assembly
for April 13 to elect tepresen-
tatives.

At the parish level, nominees
are being selected in, a variety of

ways. Mast parish councils have

appointed ad hoc committes to
recommend candidates and then
the councils elect their nominee.
. This was recently done at St.
Margaret Mary’s in ‘the North
Region. Our Lady of Mercy parish
in the Northwest Region asked
each parish council member fo
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Word It is. simi
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s cal led The Reconcrlratlon of .
Individual Confessron and
form of celebrating the
Sacrament individual| confession and. absoldtron are
- mserted mto,a commuinal celebratron in which aH
Sten to- theiWord of of- God and admit therr sin=

lamation of God's

ilar to-the Liturgy of the Weord i :

‘ Mass The homily which. follows. the. W rd )
“leads intoa general exammatron of consciénce an

ntury and derived from the
rtual direction for Irishjmoriks.
years fot those who tdke their
riously, h1dudmg its
dimension, has been the gap between the manner in -
conciliation in the sa ,rament
=mendous and wideséale need
-for r;econcrlratron in a socrety sotahenate as. our
e by one doés riot seém to be -
f the massn}e alienation of
from one another It
, many churches have turned

: to the celebration o communal penance services.

The new rite of Pe ance provides f\Or
- communal rltuals of k

to God
social

an at-
general

o such

general ‘confession ot sin srmrlar to the pemtentlal .
rite of the Mass.

The Lord’s Prayer is sard by all and then op-
portunity is offered for individual .confession and
absolution. -After the individual coyj fessrons have
the priest invites all present to offer
thariks to God for His forgiveness. The: priest en-
courages the participants to the performance “of
good works that wrl{ proclarm that the grace of
repentance is- active iin their. lives. Followrng this .
exhortation, a hymn praising God's mercy.is ap-
propriate. After the hymn the priest blesses the
people and dismisses them wrth words like the

- "rhe Lord has freed you

from your sins. -
Go in peace. r‘

" To these words of dismissal aH rep(y, “Thanks be

l : .

Thessecond form of communal penance is called
The Rite of Reconciliation of Several Penitents with
General' Confession and Absolution. This way of
celebrating communal penance is basically the same ,
as the first form except that individual confession
and'absolution are not included. Instead the people
make a gb eneral confession and the priestgives

absolution. This form of celebrating the
sacrament of Penance is permissible only where the
circgmstances make it impossible to have individual
i conFessron and absolution. .The penitent who

receives .such general absolution is obliged — at

satisfy. everyone.

least if he is guilty of serious sin.— to make in-

drvrduat confession of his sins as soon ‘as it is
,reasonably possible.

These two' forms of communal penance wrll not

in particular, many will feel that

general. confession with general absolution should

o
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" be allowed . more frequently and even under ordinary
cireumstances. But these two forms do represent -a
he - .,beglr?mng,m .ur striving-a$ Church to dchieve aform
. ofpenance that will adequately-méet the great social-
econcrlratlon needs of our contemporary Irfe
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These few examples indicate

"that the parishes
maintaining their

and regions are

individuality

‘and rhgenwty in responding to
Bishop Hogan’s challenge. In
general, indications are that our
Diocesan Pastoral Council
elections are off to a good start
throughout the diocese. The
regional elections must be
completed by April 15.

1 /
In-the next article some pariB\

counci! chairpersons. will share
their views on the; Diocesan
Pastoral Conncrl
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Each week brrhgs some surprise
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of March 2 was this:

for the week
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Lisieux. But for
a lady from Out
“disconcerting is|th

century Franci

ago the 'Readets
read]
magazines

article on her,
Many other

s{of

ea
questlon Do you
other Teresa of
few !

small survey,

thought she
r( St. Teresa of

most t she might be
er ép ace. What is

t/she is a 20th
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gest had an
by millions.
have

written of her work) The Courier

Journal,
having 93%
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which|

-the surprise of the|

limbo in which

home to becameé

Sister in India.

Fro

ladvertrsed Eiy

rea,cershrp, has
es of her work. So

veek was the

Mother Teresa

lives in the mmds ‘of Catholic
people ! i

Who is Mothe Teresa of
Calcutta? She .wa" born Agnes
Boyaxhiu, in Skopje, Yugoslavia,
of Albanian -rtare She was
born in 1910, |She; Ieft a happy

a missionary
m her walks in

Calcutta, where she was a teacher

of geography ;

to

middle ‘class

Indian girls, she was filled with
compassion for the
women, children,

streets. In

1948

cast-off: men.
dying in the
, she was

dispensed from her Sisters .of

Loretta Order
become The
Charity. Here i
interview wit

casting comment

Muggeridge,

to

frof
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her to the ho
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"asked them fd
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Shelhad been half
ts and ants. | took
pital /but they could
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his book,
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I for God.
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|
, you mean that
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From there |

place where |
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| found other

A time frame’ ft:Ja showing of

“films has beén established for the
Film Seminars|sp
Office of Religiou
" Nazareth Academy from 10 a.m.

Esored by the.

Education at

to 4-p.m., Saturddy, March 22.

‘Films aboutl yodth and adults

elementary fil
and pre-schoc
mornmg only

‘It also was. lannouriced by the-

. edutation office that Sister Carol
- Datz of Ss. Peter and Paul parish
in Rochester will
. takin

. are -scheduled for

all day,

s |for afternoon

ler | films-

in the

t?e a presenter,
the place of Sister Mary -

Denrtis of N.azareth Academy.

Parents educatron commrttees"
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!
people dying in ' the ‘streets: Thy
* health officer of our mumcrpalrt@
r took'me to thé temple Kali. It was
{ an empty building. 1'was happy to
have that place for many reasons,
Withing 20 hours we had our

. patients there and we started the

work of the home: for the sick and

dying who are destrtute Since
then we have picked -up over "
23,000 people from the streets of
Calcutta of which about 50 per
cent have died.

Malcolm: What exactly are you
doing for these dying people?

Mother T:First of all xWe want
to make thHem feel they are
wanted. We want them 16 know
that there are people who really
love them, to. know human and
divine love at least for. the few
hours that they have to live. That
they are loved and -cared about,
and there afe young, hvep ready to
nge thems’elves |m serwce .

While readmg :Muggerndges
book, | wondered how many
people ﬁemember ! Mother
Alphonsus  convert daughter of
Nathanial %awthorne Katherme
Burton wrote of her ard her work
for destitute, incurable canceér
patients in her book, Sorrow Built
a Bridge: Qr how many people
under 30 Know the wark of Dr.

m Dooldy, ex-Navy: man who,
g ve his heart and medlcal skill
for the destitute in- lndo{lhma
He died of cancer at the age-of 44
in 1961. He wrote several books
on the work, the fmaletbemg Dr.
Tlom Dooley, My Story, written

ne year tIefore his death.

! The Missionaries of: Chanty
follow the traditional; . rehglous
life, with strong emphasis on
community. They wearia habit of
the white Indian sari with a blue
border. They pray toget her, have
Mass together, recewe Com-
.munion  together, recreate
together and expenence the joys
of religious, commumty«hfe in
theif mutual concern. it s

_significant that the firstiten young

women to join Mother Teresa

were worgen.who had! been her
students¥® The orde]r has a
membership of abgut 5,000

grown in 24 years, and spread to
every continent. :
- ’.7 . }

Mother Teresa wrote on

kindness: “Be kind andimerciful. ,

to you -

Let no- one ever co
without coming away Better and
happier. Be the living exp
of God’s kindness: kiry
your face, kindness in your eyes,
kindness in your smile; kindness

in your warm greetmg In the
slums we are the light of God’s
kindness ot the poor. 140 the

_ children, to the poor, to all who

suffer and are lonely, give always
a happy smile. Give them not
only your care, but also your
heart.”

ninars- Set March 22

invited to preview material from
XXII} Publications, Alpha, Klise,
Gospel Films, Pyramrd Fllms
Teleketics and films available
free’ from the Rochester Public-
Library.

2

Because erght audrovgsuals will
be shewn concurrently each.
parish is advised to s.nd-at 1east

elght persons.

Reservatlons may Le made
through Mary Travaglini -at the .
Pastoral Center,
Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14624.
Paymenf is $3 per person or $1O

- per parish.. Child. care wrlL

rovided by reservation, agaln
328-
210

1150 Buffalo -
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