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Robert Was Rrst Student at North American College 

Mcjther Elizabeth A n n 
Setor \ w h q j s scheduled, on Sept: 
14. t c ' . be j the' f i rs t nat ive 'bbrri 
Amei icari .saifit t o be canonized 
.was mot bfiiy !the. foundress and 
mother superior, p t ' t he Daughters 

• ^ 

of'CHaritv.Jof St. 
and t h e rnpther 
schopl" system. 
Stat 
and 

Vfriieent de Paul 
of the parochial 
iti the Unfteef 

but also1 a-wifey mother 
randmother. .̂  1 . ; 

v r 

£ 

Bqrn ah| Episcopalian pr i Aug. 
28,1|774, Elizabeth Bayley had a-, 
c o m f o r t a b l e j ^ c h i l d h o p d , ' her 
father.bemgrtf iej f i r s t professor o f 
anatomy [at Cpluoib ia College 
and j i health of f icer in the.Pqrt of 
bfewj YorM Thej y o u n g socia l i te . 
marr ied; VJ/illiarji -Magee Seton,' 
t h e Jbwne£ o f a f inancial ly u n - ' 
stabfebusjness,at age 20. Wj th in 
ninej years o f marriage, Elizabeth 
became :ne mother ' o f f ive 
c h U p r e n , / A n i j i i n a , W i l l i a m , . 
Catherine, Kebecea^and Richard. 
In ajddjtio T t o Her o w n chi ldren, 
shejlbecaipe responsible for. the 

er husbandjs brothers 
sisters' at the death "of her" 
>r-in-leLw,. I 

1803, Mr . S'etori, becarhe-'ill 
required a sea voyage t o Italy 
' istair] his ^ealth. ' . Elizabeth 

t and- j her eldest', . Annina, ag- ; 

edm|)lajned; hinri> While the othjter. 
chilcfreiji' staged w i u V Rebecca 
Setor/iy I-Elizabeth's sister-iri-law; 
Setofi d ied' soon after h is.arr ival . 
i n ' IJaly. .and; the two women 

i remair ied. J'With". t h e ' F i l i o ch i 
Br6th0|S, business friends o f t he 
Set6h : fjirrW: " ••• v f \; 

Here , E l i zabe th acqua in ted ; 
herself w i t h the. Catho l ic , fa i th 
and upon her return, t o America, 
sbe co r responded w i t h Ar -
ehbishdp iCarroll .of Balt imore, 
T h r o u g h h i s~h :e lp t she . was 

'-•• baptised into the> Rorrian^ Cathol ic 
fa i th iniioQS-at St. Peter's Church, 
in New! York City. > 

As a; result of her conversion, 
Elizabeth and her chi ldren were 
disowned by the", wealthy Setbn 

'"family ;and were le f t penniless 
since her husband's fortunes had 
'diminished.: •'Father. Dubpurg; SS, 
frorrv St...iMary'S" Seminary in 

. Balt imore suggestedi-ihe open a • 
s c h o o l , for wealthy ' girls in. 

. Baltimore/. W i th * the school in 
clpSe^p'roximity to S t Mary's, she 

, had the 'Opportunity t o explore 
her nfew religion further. 

/ She soon- moved t o Ehn-
Imj^sburg, Md- and established a 

school fo r 'poor chifdreh. I t vyas 
there i i j ; 18(«, that , she;€dunded 
t h e ^ j D&gh'tCTs;"'-; of Chatfjty> 
Elizabeth anic Anri ina took their,, 
t en j f j o ra ry \ vpAiys. be fo re }\r~ 

. chbfshop"; €E rrPli and - 'Mother 
S t̂bn was eleeted superior of the 
order. 

became pastor .o f St. Joseph's in 
Jersey City., Upon returning to 
Rome ^(r i . 1902,' Robert was 
consecrated Titular Archbishop 
o f Heliopolfs. W i t h the outbreak 

, o f the first Wor ld War, the 7B-
yfiaf-old "archbishop "returned, t o 

'^Amer ica and j establ ishejd 
residence w i t h th6 Sister a t St. 

communi ty, grow t o , more .'than 
10,000 members. T h e " sisters 
conducted 'a naildn-vifide system 
of charitable and ; educaj:ionai 
.institutions.. Among them were 
the country's f irst Catholic or-: 

-phange, the f i rs t Cathol ic hospital 
and the ' f i rs t maternity, hospital. 

: Members of this order .fotindecl :' 
. £t. Mary's Hospital in Rochester 

Which pr imari ly_ served both 
Union and Gphfeqerate soldiers 

: during: .the Civil War ; 1 

Prior t o tha. administrat ion of 
the f inal v o v s " t o ^ fo the f |Seton __. _.TC? --....., ,_. 
andi 18, novices;/Anhiha/'be^am^ fnad f chaplain o f tqe 
serfousfy ill} Afchbisnpp C a r p l l Sister, of Chari ty*~£ ' ' r l" "'—'-'-'•'--

-'-- ''—" - "^a lpermiss ionto " Convent Statraii gave the girt' special-pe.. , ._,, . . 
take herlvows. on. her death bed. 
At;her:death jh 1813, Annina was 
the f iWt professed:^ Sister j o f 
Charity & t age 16. - ' • . „" 

Joseph's in Emmitsburg, Mother 
SetorS's original- community'. He 

22,1927,, be died in 
quarteirs at age<88; 

NiJ. iOh-Marb| 
the tchapllairits 
theflast jdirec 

Same, forms o f perfect ion! ' . 
sim 
A l t l 
to.s 
'wa 

)ly< don' t (appeal to "me\j 

.i;he 
o n 
mai 
pre 
syH 
aft« r 
.horses! 
prep 
A n i l 
velii 
gar iep 
boniej 
peece; 
m e r ' 

b is 
of' 

Lile, Liberty 
and * ~ 

iNJanc^ Murphy ^ 

ough i t m igh t be' fascinating 
f iriside Lorjdpn's Big Ben and 
ch [the ages o f man go by', ,1 

woiild pe quitei.unwitling to dwell. 
s j jch ' ' . m e e h a n j e a l and 
emat i c i l precision. -K would: 

er [insteacl; t o wa tch a Penn-
ania Arhishman rumble alon'g 

bis' team of heavy-flankejd,-
plowing' the earth ih 

prepafat ion for the season's °crop'. 
.though f 1 appreciate1 Itne ' 

velVeB petals o f a manfcured nosje 
and. marvel at th'e breez6-

scent,- l feel ' a-certainjrinner 
watching the lonely far-

reduced irr size by t h e 
d i s & | c e between us,rperfprming 

par fTn the ordered sequence 

an ordered universe. 

E orcelairt f igures too and Chi ha 
teacups have, their plaGe in l i fe, / 
but[ t dori't t'com.muhicate' with. > 
them; as F ;<do with a piece" of. • 
eartheriware thrpWn on the • 
pbttefs wheeil and/ guided by hfs: 

t o u p h t o a\ solid f o rm of his own r~ 
imaiinationj , And SQ.. it was ! 
natpraL. to ' poke . aroundi the '••-._ 
potter's, shop'!? discovered quite ! 

bypecident orje chili day laist,•" 
mdrith;- Theyouhg woman told'u's • 
herfehojJiCorjducted classes in: the > 

vuseiof the potter's wheel; and she" • 
pointed'-outseveral handthrdwn 
iter|s. •' '•''._ t i 

ve ry handsome,- • j'^ 
fil •' • . " . ' - ' " 

But one small mug sit t ing; on a 
shel f above ' the sinks and 
surrounded by the artifacts o f the 
trade caught my eye She l i f ted it 
do\}vn and casually announced 
tha t i t had been thrown t on the : 

wheel by a youngster, an eleven-
Year-old girl And I fel l in love 
w i t h the squat l i t t le mug For 
there is a f low ing honesty, ,an 
easy purity, in the creations of, a 
chdd " i 

Unaware of the majesty of life 
some chi ldren can "re-create the 
wisdom of the ages w i th an in
nocence and a pr imi t ive in
terpretat ion wh ich reflects the 
harf-nony between the universal 
anc indiv idual natures And the 
obedience o f t h e earthen clay 

lendf i tse j f t o the horiestihands of 
a l i t t le gir l . = ' "• 

But J. was total ly unprepared t o " 
learn t f ia t the eleven year old"is a 
vict im" of Down's Syndrome, and 
that the small , honest hands of 
this young potter, wou ld revea l 
the straight simian crease across 
the palms. 

I returned t o the shop tha t 
weekend and asked permission t o 
interview my l i t t le potter. Readily 
granted, f. watched her whi le she. 
held the m u g and'answered my 
questions, w i th a h in t of shyness-
atf fFirst bu t an air of confidence. 
And. as Suzie's fingers traced: t he " 

• contours and lines of the mug,. I 
recognised the "gentle tpuch and 
t h ^ very personal communicat ion 
between the • craftsman and the 
product. 1 was surprised -dnd 
pleased. For, Like the Amishman 

, w i t h his p low, Suzie's hands are 
already famil iar w i th their cal l ing. 

: ft' 

• M have watched the cabinet
maker's hands on wood and the 
surgeon's hands w i th the blade. 
I'ye watched my Grandmother's • 
hands making Potato Gnocchi . 
Thfr pianist's hands on the 
keyboard , and the. scu lp to r ' s 
heavy hands on ' ' the unfinished 
piece. For human"- hands are 
sensitive -indicators of unseen 

.g ) f t£ ' ; - - -

;> But no;one *ean detect the g l f f 
itself. Defects a n d - ' handicaps 
al,one are detectable. A l though/ ; 
all facets^ o f ' a person -are. .cdr*-
t a i n e d w i t h i n hrs mol 'ec 
corrSguratJon at the moment o f 
ferftlizatip'h^ • only: t h a t . . defect 
which vifili. set him apart latei: in: 
l i fe is discernible. His "gifts 
remain protected f rom the pry ing 
eye of science, revealed onty in 
the i r eventual; fruits. ., 

: And. Suzfe has t l ie gift. I t has 
noMbeeh- to ta l l y jsubmerged: by 
her handicap. A l though i t i s 'no t 
ds dbvipus as- the-defect, , i t is 
ripnethejess at posit ive aspect of 
Her pe rsoha l i ^ ; and an aspect 
f rom -which she vyill draw "much 
satisfaction a n d peace.' \ 

f love the honey colored mug I 
have asked for two more 

And I , wonder what other 
potentials l ie w i th in this and 
other chi ldren who have been 
a l l o w e d and .encouraged t o 
"create such quiet mugs of in
spiration 

Mother Setpn's other daughters 
both were commi t ted t o the 
religious l i fe. Rebecca j was - a 
Tfov'tce w i th in ' her mother's order 
at the t i m e Iof her. death. iShe. 
suffered a spinal"'rnfury-'as,' a result 
of a fal l dur ing i ce skating ;and 
af ter ,a long!i l lness, she. diep at 
age. 14. Catherine, on"'".the other 
hand, l ived to -reach 90! .She 
entered a religious order and 
•became mother superior of the 
Sisters of Mercy* in New York. 

On Jah. 4, 18lT, Mp^ther'Seton 
died P? ck.pu!monary infect ion. • 
Her.son,.Richard, who was placed 
wi th the Filidchi f i rm in: Italy, died 

'-^ few years after his mother. 

- -. W f f e S r , the second eldest, 
^joinedrrthe navy. H e ' marf ied_ 
Emi ly\Pr ime, the daughter:- and 
heirejs of Nathanial Prime-, pne of 
New "''': Yejrk's , . w e a l t h i e s t ^ 
busihessme.nl. The couple t o o k ' 

. residence in' Cragdon, West
chester County, and had two 
sons; Wi l l i am and Robert. • 

. Wi l l iam inher i ted his grand-
" mother's:natural abi l i ty to wr i te. 

He -published several- ridvels . 
i n c l u d i p g , Romance o f t h e 
Charter Oak [1870};. Pride pf. 
Lexington L1871); The Shamrock 

' Cope Wes!t; and MOira.4-1,884); 
•along wifhj poetry. • "-

He was a graduate of St. John's 
College.,* FcjrdhanvMt: St. Mary's 
irt-Emmitsburg ahd-the University 
of Bonn. \ After receiving, ad-

_mission to! ' the New,York State 
;-bar, he joined the law f i rm of T.J. 

Glover. A t the [onset of the^Ciyil 
War, he enlisted in the Union 

: Army and fought as captain of 
the 41st New York Volunteers, • 
French's ' D i v i s i o n , Sumner 's 
Corps. j. 

After being wounded in the 
Battle o f 'An t i e tam, he returned 
home and married Sarah Red1 

wood Parish, a ^convert f rorn the 
Society, of 'Fr iends. { '- • . . . -'• 

.Prior to ih is dea th ' in .1905, he 
-completed; another novel , The. 

vv^ "Building.of A Mountain-, His only ' 
ul |r ' jchild; Willianj, died" jn; infancy.' 

• •:. His brother; Robert, chose the 
religious life. He, enrolled: in. the 

"i Urban College o f thje. Propaganda 
'and subsequently became the 
first s tudeht" to enter the?North 

'Amer ican College in Rome,, t he 
''House on Hum'Uify Street". 
Following the suggestiph: o f Pope . 

.Pius* IX, j Robert jerttereclj the 
A c c a d e m i a Eccles iast jca de i 
Nobilie>../ a,' semlnany for t he • 
nobi l i ty. .H^con t i r t uMhrs studies 
at the. .Ronjian .Co l lege 'and the.;• 
Sapienza and-was prdaihed on * 
Apri l .16, 11865. Remaining in 
Romp, he was t h e Pbpp's private 
chamberlain, dean "of" all the 
monsignon in the U S and the 
first American priest t o be named 
protonotary apostolic 

descendant o f Mother Sptdiu 

During his long, l i fe, "Robe, 
wrote; a biography of his grand
mother, Memoirs; Letters and 
Journal of Elizabeth Se ton ; .and : 

Rorpah Essays alohg w i t h many 
contributions? t o , j t h e American 
Gatholic Quarterly. He was a 
leading, merpberj o f • the first 
American pi Igt ima'getoPalestin^. 
A noted speaker, Robert was also 
;an- ant iquar ian^, ] n u m i s m a t i s t , 
hist6rian/|.essayistj and. linguist 
being wel l versed in' Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin,, French, German, 
Italian and Spanisht-

' ' • ' 

• Mother Seton's grandsons l ived 
to see the Daughters' of -Charity, 
t he f i r s t na t f ye . re l ig ious 

:• . v 

WHEN fTSTIME 

THENn^ilMI 

BERNARD J. 

& S O N JEWELERS 

Open Jues. aridthurs. . ""• 
*. £ves't/7 9' . 

307 COMMERCE BLDa 
Phone 454,6918 

/ ' 

, \ 

-In 1877, Robert left for America 
'and served as chaplain at St 
Elizabeth's in New Jersey and 

M.,L. ALLEK&SON 
f C o r n i n g , N'.Y. 

Quality Turriiture 

6 2 B r i d g e S t . 

P h o n e 9 3 6 - 8 4 3 1 

L W. BEILBV & SON 
Funeral Home 

James Rolsell ^ 
Darrell O'Brian 

Arthur Grabowski * 
139 Walnut St. 

Dal93$-9J21 
Corning, N.Y. ^ 
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CftriminFamily 
Renewal fyogiamh 

June 
June 

C^MP STiELLil WIARIS 
- 1 CO»yriSUS:LAKE 

it 
June 28th 

2 9 t h — J u l y 5 fh 

^ ̂ -^^.^^ ^^ft*^'ft^ftiwaa»^^*^^^-^^^'y<
i 

Webster, 

, * s n « ^ i i ! , » " ' * ^ - j ' 

(tons 
A u g u s t 1 7 t h — A u g u s t 2 3 r d 

A u g u s t 24th—^August 3 0 t h v 

This unique family vacation 
and retreat program spon
sored by the Diocese of 
Rochester will provide your 

with a week-long ex-
lerience in Christian Com-« 
nunity living. While y o i atv 
tend conferences, ah experi
enced staff will guide your 
children in^catechetical and| 
recreational projects. Clergy 
are available for counseling, 
•lighlights of the week include 
imple free time for private 
amity recreation, family style 
neals, personal relationships-
imopg laity, clergy and relig-
ous, and a daily family 
iturgy. Costs: 
amily. 

Pof more infc rmation write to: 
Christian Family Renewal 

$235 per 
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