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Chrism 
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When vve gather with Bishop 
Hogan at the Chrism Mass, he Will 
bless three holy oils the Oil of 

- the Sick, the Oil of Catechumens, 
and the Holy Chrism 

. In the case .of.-the Oil. of the 
Sick, which, js! biased in', the 
sacrament.pf the .Anointing of the 
Sick; theî mboIfsiT» is obviously, 
mfdjciriaj. According; to ; i h e 
Catechism of the Council of 
Trent, '"just-as oil is' very helpful. 
for lessening, -tine "pains of., the 
body, so;^thei strength of the. 
Sacramehtf lessens the grief and 
pain of the .souk Oil furthermore 

-.' brings back heajth, restores,good 
cheer, and nourishes Mi,e. light of 
life; it is especially" good ,fof 
regenerating, /strength in a 
weakened "body:." 

..^The Oil of the Catechumens is 
also-medicinal aVid:purgative, if in 

/a more spiritual sense, in the -rite 

of blessing 

the person 
anointed ir 
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of the ' old Roman 
Pontifical, the bishop prayed that1 

whoj would be 
connection with" 

exorcism prior to baptism, would j 
be given "a 
and body," 
influence of 
they; would j'deparlj 
6f this blessed oil.-

purgation of mind 
so that whatever 

evil spirits remained, 

' Just 
Catechumen|s 
ithe anoihtin 
more; in the 
is not quite 

at the: touch 

t h e Oil: of the 
usedjto be used in 

\ of kings, and, even 
anointing of priests, 
clear. 

Holy Chriirn is the highest, and 
'most sacred 
J bal m or m ix :uf e of 
is blended 

• - Fifth in a Series 
"'. By/the Diocesan 

i Liturgy Commission 

( t h e newri te for the Sacrament 
br-Penah.ee contains elements: of 
the o ld , ' bu t greatly enriched by 
-additions that [will m a k e ' t h i s 

. sacrament a neW experience- in 
. .'our (Ives. The rrjeeting of priest 

and-penitent-may1 take' , place >in 
- the "confessional box?' as of old, 
. or, preferab!y> in a confessional 

. f room! Where- priest, and 'p€nitent. 
meet face to face- th is : rneettng 
of priest and penftent.is meant to 
create' art atmosphere of joyful 

•. anticipation of tfje celebration' of 
p u r • reconci l ia t ion wi th t h e 
Father; . - , • ' • • " . 

.-,;;• _ • • h '.• '-= 
a The, new rite also intends Jo 

: createjari atmospjhere of prayer jn 
which jthe confession of sins and 
the', granting: of [absolution take. 

. -' place. jsHeretofore, We have not 
thought sufficieritlyofthe prayer-

- dimension of the Sacrament. We 
h a v e .". prayed: j before the, 
Sacrament in preparatipn."fpr i t or 
:aftetvyards .'.in 
perrartfce/'. t h e 

(saying 
new .rite 

our 
em-

.K..~iizesthe,RFayer^d.imension of. 
j t h e Sacrament (itself — prayer 

s%en as !liste^in^to^.God;-in.-H|s" 
Wordiand responding t o Him. 

t h e rife bfegins. with v t h e 
reception- of , t he : penitent, t h e 
priest!welcomes; Mm^atm.fy and • 
greets hi.rn with kindness. Priest 
andipehiterrjbtrjen make the;sigh 

;.'of tjrje cross together; Next,, .the 
priastinvites. thiefpeh'itefit t o h a v e 
trust] ip :Gbdj." paying sornething 
like m e fbllbwjhg-:'. - ' • ! 

May God who enlightens 
" the hearts of all 

enable you to recognize 
your sins and trust 

I in His great mercy. 

Notice that the'emphasis is on 
Godfs initiative^ it is God who 
helps us to know our sinfulness, it 
is h)is mercy tha t pardons us 
Then, in keeping! with the 
sacramental principle that God's 
Word should' always precede a 
sacramental action and prepare 
us for it, there is an appropriate 
reading of the Word of God Texts 
are [chosen which proclaim God's 
mercy [and His calling us to, 
forgiveness After the reading of 
Scnpture, there is time for 
reflection" At this point r the 
per)itent'Confesses/his sins The 
confession- of sins should be a 
revelatiqn on the -part of the 
penitent' of the state of self-
awareness tha t he has achieved in 
hisf relationship with God and 
wit;h others After the confession 
of sins, the priest suggests an act 
of [penance which the penitent 
accepts to make satisfaction for"" 
sin; and to improve his life The 
pripst may then offer counsel and 
direction t o the penitent This is 
anf oppor tun i ty ' t o rece ive 
spiritual direction that can help 
usfto live a ihfe of communion 
with God and others-more fully in 
the: future ' 

After receiving the counsel of 
the priest, the. penitent is invited 
to say a prayer of repentance —*a 
prdyer t ha t he knows by heart or a 
prayer t h a t domes to him. 

: pontaneo.uslyi in his experience' 
of the sacrament'. 

• The prayer.of repentance is 
olloWed byvthe absolution. The^ 
:orm of absolution is great ly ' 
enriched in. t he new rite." The 
ibsolutibri is pronounced in two'.! 
brmsr the deprecatory: (praying) 
:briti and the_ more fafhiliar in-' 
iieatlve . (statement): form, t h e [ 
jepreeatory fbrm of absolution 
was the only form used; in the 
Shureh. for a thousand years and 
s still the.only form used, in the 
Eastern^ Orthodox Churches. . It 
eads as follows: 

May-God;the father of mercies, 
whothroughthe 

', ' death of His &6h 
• recbncileottheWorld: 

^o-HimsiBlf \ 
and poured forth 

- theVHdlySRirrt ; 
for the remission ofsins, 

. ~ grant you : 
- :forgiveness;;and peace 

'" thrdugh {he-ministry . 
of theChurch. 

: : * . • : • • ' . f • : • , 

To .this very rich form of. the 
sac ramenta l p roc lamat ion of 
forgiveness(rich becau.se, of its 
references to the paschal mystery 
of Jesus, to the outpouring of the 
Holy- Spirit? and. to> the •Church's, 
Iranistry off reconciliation),, t he re ' 
is* added, the form that we ';have 
been accustomed; t o in the past : 

I absolve you from your sins 
in the N ^ e o f t h e F a t h e r 

jandipHhe^on^ 
: andloftheHoly Spirit, 

--'•'. -s. . Arnen..,- - !'•" 

All the while the priest is 
proclaiming the words of ab
solution, he has his hands ex
tended over the person or at least 
toward him This restoration' to 
prominence of the laying on of 
hands is something important 
that we need to reflect 'on if we 
are t o unde r s t and t h e full 
meaning of Jthe sacrament of 
Penance The laying on of hands 
is a°traditional sign of the giving 
of the Holy Spirit This laying 
on of hands not only signifies the 
outpouring of the Spirit, it also 

-signifies, in a way that con-
temporary'people can appreciate, 
the loving concern of God and of 
the Church in the sacramental 
healing of Penance Jesus healed 
people by bodily touch The 
healing Church is she who 
touches us, as if to say, "Jesus 
caresv 1 care Receive the Holy 
Spirit for the forgiveness of your 
s i n s " -> _ 

Following the words of ab
solution and the laying on of 
hancjs, there is a proclamation of 
God's mercy before the penitent 
is dimissed , . 

In addition to the laying on of 
hands in - the sacrament of 
Penance, there are other life 
situations jn which this gesture 
can be meaningful We can lay 
hands on each other in prayer — 
on our children and parents and 
loved ones — imploring the Spirit 
to fill them. Jesus blessed and 
healed by touch, and today it is 
good for us to feel his touch again 
through one another 

of the 

with 

penetrating as it is, betokens t h e 
penetration of divine grace into 
the soul Whenever it is used, 
therefore , a p e r m a n e n t 
dedication is implied When used 
on persons in baptism and 
confirmation, it points to con
stancy in the service of God" 
When used in t h e anointing of 
the hfead of a bishop and (as- is 
now the caseQ tHe Rands'- of a 
priest, its meaning appears to be a 
preservation front- ajl corrupting 
influences in the discharge of 
;ra've duties." -

holy oils. The 
s.cented resins 
it before the 

• blessing. According to the Trent 
^Catechism;*"the bcilm, as. a per
fume, symbolizes the sweet odor 
of a truly Christian life; and as a 
chemical, a preservative against 
cor rup t ion . The oil itself, 

Continued' from Page 1; 
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only facility lojcated in the inner 
city and-.weff of the Genesee 
River. Advocates of St. Mary's say 
t h e hosp i t a l would lose 
$1,497,729 a fear if the!.OF3 unit, 
was*, terminated. W(tho.utt the 
jnaterhify w| rd , other} •'depart-

Oil, concluded Dbm Gaspar 
Lefebyre, represents "at orie; and. 
the same time t h e penetrating? 
en l igh ten ing , nbur.ishin.g, f6r= 
tifying, relaxing, healing and 
sanctifying action of the^-divine 
Spirit." ' '-.:.'. . " . 

' We .can.- now see- why St. 
Augustine once wrote: ,"jDil 
signifies something great."?*. 

If it. came t6 closing either St. 
Mary's or.Highland, Ellen Taves, 

•.director of farpily Planning, 
. believes the logical choice would 
"be St.vManks. 

"Highland offers-'more than St 
"Mary's because 

ments , ' particularlx 
gy neco logi ci.1 i f acili ty 
suffer patient 1'pss. . 

'.J t h e 
woujd 

Highland, Hospital-, which' .lies 
.between Gert^see and' Strong 
:Memoria!, also ; would s.uffer a 
'cohsiderable financial loss; Since 
, t h e b e g i n n i n g / o f l"e.5t-| July, 
• Highland has [been in t h e process 
of constructing a new OBranit. 
•According to .'Michael J. Weidher, 
admin i s t r a to r of hospital 

.operations, h . addition to;;.the 
financial loss incurred witfethe 
closingofthe rnaterriity jward and 

. the subsequent patient loss; from • 
the- other, departments,,, Hi ghterTd . 
would lose aijiother $1 rnilliori as 
a result of haljihgveonstructidmon. 
the new unit): • . . . - " . , ' 

. " - • • ' . ' • • ; . ' . - . . f • - ' - . < ' 

Besides^deciining birth rates, in 
the maternity-'ward i.tjhe com
mittee -'.isvweighing other factorsi 

^uch•: as; cost, related.', social' 
.services,; community heed,, 
faei 1 iti e_s.-i.and' persorihel and* 
additional data on OB: uni t s / to 
help therti determine. a recom
mendation.. !.:, - ' . 

But .a^-.frjajor factor, -which 
Thomas RetrillQiChairmahrpf the 
"committee,-" admits" was not 
cohsidered tjy thecorrirnittee af. 

"the onset of the hearings, is 
religion St Mary's,which follows 
Church teachings, permits no 
e lec t ive v L abor t ions or 
sterilizations' Robert Mulhern, 
Monroe County legislator, said, 
"St Mary's offers "a freedom of 
chpice to wdmen who choose to 
go" to~ a hospital that doesn't 
perform e lec t ive abor t ions " 
Because of | the religious issue, 
Mulhern asked that St Mary's not 
be considered for closure l 

"St Mary's is the only hospital 
in Monroe ICounty t h a t ' h a s a 
complete regard for life from the 
cradle to the grave There is no 
reason t o close any of t h e -
hospitals And St Mary's should 
be the last to be considered if one 
must -be closed," 'said Gerald 
Trower, a-member of the Citizens 
for a Decent. Community • 

I 
-John Bufler, an inner city 

citizen, who spoke on behalf of 
his family, strongly agreed -'St 
Mary's is the (only hospital in 
Rochester that doesn't permit 

abortions or1 sterilizations And it 
also has the lowest per diem 
reimbursement rate for hospital 
insurance," he said" "To deprive 
the people of such an option 
would ' be d ic ta tor ia l , 
drscr iminatory and un-
American " 

Although a majority of -the 
speakers spoke on behalf of St 
Mary's, several were there to 
support Highland ,Ellen Grun-
blatt, a representative of the 
Women's [Health Collective, 
indicated that Highland Hospital 

physicians 
practice at 

"Also, 
no ojbtion 
deliver if 
open and 
said. 

i t performs 
abortions.) - P h y s i c i a n s ' that. 

;hand!e abortions at Highland 
wouldn't bf -able to practice at St. 
Mary's if'the Highland maternity 
ward-was c osed, since St. Mary's 
abortion stand wouldn't permit i t 
Butif St. Mary's was"eIosed, their 

would be allowed to 
Highland. 

Dr. 
physician 
"From 
know thai 
deliveries* 
sajd: "Theie 
•them goiip 
intangible 

P^btqstants" Would have 
n cho Dsing where toj 
St. Mprys rerriainec 
Highland closed," she 

He added," On 
economic^, 
here we 
beds and 
losing 

a:e 

is being, 
fodlish.St 
is the fi 
we-can 

Bernard So^hner, arsuirgica 
St., Mary's,disagreed 

working at §t . Many/s, ! 
:48 per cent of the 
are hort-Catholic," he 
ifhust be a reason fo,r 

there, tangible cjr 

the problems of 
,, speaking off the cuff, 

quibbling oyer a feyy 
i n the, meanti me: we're, 
I ions /on bah 

Developrfjent ,Cbrporationj\ t h i s , 
penny! wise and" ton . 
^Mary's; in my opinion, 

community hospital 
:n. .this country."; 

nest i 
fih'dj 

was the most, responsive t o ' 
maternity-health care needs a n d / 
t h e area 's innovator in_in-~L. 
traducing modern techniques. 
She added, "Since, all of the 
maternity, wards have" something 
speciartooffqr'iwomen; all should 
be maintained because of the ' 
diversity of maternity care they ' 
offer.". • : 

' Mafhra Bond, a spokeswoman 
for the Child birth Educaton 
Associa t ion, said tha t - iher-
organizatibn; was against | the 
closing of any obstetric unit?' 

"CEA advocates that family 
. members stay toge the r 

throughout labor," she said. "We 
invest igate t h e psychologica l 
care in each hospital and how the -
hospital responds to the woman's 
needs! ' -

"Highland, is the most willing to. . 
effect modern chianges and 
conform with t h e patient's.> 
wishek. For more than "10 years, 
jthey have supported childbirth 
education. They have pioneered 
in al lowing fathers in the" 
delivgrly rporn- and sibl ing 
visitation." • 

"All of the smaller community 
hospitals give a personal type of 
care," she added. "\i you close 
any OB unit, 'the hospital's whole 

• facility would decline. It would 
be -a disaster? t o cen t ra l i ze 
maternity care.,f"'; 

L 
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discuss ions t h a t involve t h e 
priests' li/es I j 

As an introduction to^ the 
meeting, Bishopi Hogan thanked 
last year's council along with the 
Sisters' Council for growing in 
wisdom and age and sharing the 
responsibility of helping him 
govern t h e d iocese "The 
challenge of the new Priests' 
Council is to j-emain a truely 
represen ta t ive f body aijid 
represent all the priests' opinions 
And the task of the council will b e 
to propose matters arid urge 
indicated action which fosters 
spiritual 

The\b 
life," he ' sa id , 
shop added, "This is ,an 

between 
dealing 
questions " r 

age'of si ared responsibility in the 
Church as delegated to us in 
Vatrcan II The assembly of 
pnests~~ assists I the bishop in 
governing t h e d ioce se And 
brotherhood is 'fostered between 
the priests as well as a dialogue 

priests and bishop J in 
with impor tan t 

The newly e 
representa t ives 
Father Leonard A- Kelly, alternate 
Msgr William 'J Naughton, 

ected age block 
inc lude |(1) 

Paul Cuddy, alternate 
" " " " <3) 

(2) 
Father 
Father Bernard 'C Newcomb, 
Msgr Leslie G jWhalen, alternate 
Father William; J Schifferli, (4) 
Msgr Albert) H ' Schnacky, 
a l t e rna te -Father Genna rd j 
Vertturj;, (5) Fathe/james MarVin, 
alternate Father William M rjart, 
(6) Fatljer John Hemple, alternate 

Father (Emmett Holloran, (7) 
Father Robert J Kanka, alternate 
Father John Philipps, (8) Father 
William Donnel ly , a l t e rna te 
Father Richard R Brickler, (9) 
Father Daniel F Holland, 
alternate Father James Boyle, and 
(10) Father Rona ld Stacy, 
alternate Father Joseph Hart 

The regional representatives 
are (Tompkins-Tioga) Father 
Kevin P Murphy, alternate Msgr 

.Wil l iam M Roche , (Yates-
Ontano-Wayne) Father John L 
Coonan, alternate Father T Paul 
Murley, (Seneca-Cayuga) .Father 
Elmer W Heindl,alternate Father 
Albert J Shannon/ (Livingston-
Steuben) Msgr • John F Puffy, 
alternate Father James) F Baker, 
(Schuyler-Chfemung) Father 
Joseph W Dailey, a l t e rna te 
Father James E Hewes, (Monroe-
North) Father Winfried Kellner> 
alternate Father James C Burke, 
(Monroe-Northwest) Father 
James Lawlor, alternate Father 
Benedict A Ehmann, (Monroe-
Nor theas t ) Father Will iam 
Gordin,ier, alternate Father Robert 
G Kreckel, (Monroe-Southeast) 
Father Robert J * Miller, alternate 
Father Gerald J Appelby, 
(Monroe-Southwest) Father Louis 

^J Hbhman, alternate Father John 
L O'Connor 

According to Father Richard 
Tormey, who was actings as 
secretary prior to the election, the 
four constituted PC ^represen
tatives of the religious^orders-in t 

the diocese were not elected d u e ' 
to the orders' failure to formulate 
an election procedure. „ 
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