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By BONITA BAI.BWIN

‘ A convocatlon of 35 Black
Catholics tried to define. their

_ particular mission last Thursday '
" .pight at St. Monica’s rectory in

Rochester. Bishep Joseph L.

Hogan told them, “This is not my .

_Church, it is our. Cburch " He said
the, sprntual uniqueness and
beauty  of . black people resuft
from: therr havrng shared so much
of the sufferrng of Christ.

_ Brother' Jloseph Davis,
executive director of the, Natlonal

_Office. of Black Catholics

4:headquartered— in Washington,

T oDE reported that the Catholic
- .Church in! black communities. is -

: drsmtegra‘clng steadily across. the .

country. Such deterioration ‘will
stop, he sdi when Black

. only
Catholics decxde the Church has

' - .something; to offer their people

" Later, lﬁnllntewlew he ex-

: pressecl a- hope that the entrre 5
diocese would appreciate .- and__

support the . tremendous = un-

© - dertaking ‘of the black brothers .-

“and:sisters: struggling to keep the
"Church alive among. black

lEversincet tBeE%.Taﬂ of the fi rst

. Negio.sfaves in the new-world in

1619,, the Church among the
blacks has been a missionary
venture‘ “The responsibility is
ours;” Brother Davis emphasized
to the group. Referring to -
diocesan support of rnner-crty
parishes, he said. “A church is.
aljve when its people provide the
resources the church. needs to

caninue.” Jesus Christ came “not

to; be served, but to serve”

Brother Davis quoted and added
“We dre not asking what the
Church. can do for us. We are the

Church.”

" He defénded the term “Black
Catholic.” “God made me a black
man. ‘When | .appreciate ‘the life

'Gad has given me naturally, then

I can apprecrate the life of God .
wi hm me.”

" 1,500 Black
olics, fany- of . them 'con-
, -in: the Rochester diocese.
o tofal  Catholic population —
bers about500000 the black.

fhere are

'po sulation, about 50000 Blacks
_in [numbers have' been living in
the diocese for the’ past 20 to 25

. yelars

.

Musrw he global language

S Al things are involved - in its

tredtion . wbod, brass; ivory,

- - wind, rain and growth All living

thrngs respond It is one of earth's.

On @ct_ 17, 19_61 Dr. Paul*

: 'Nordoff( an: Amencan -composer,
- - began: his "unique session in its
- usualway: Nine childrenbetween’ = will respond,, someone who -

‘the ages of ive and: seven were:
with:- hrm

palsred‘ to walk. Wendy was brain -

" -damaged arid ‘aphasoid: Ralph -

was fiongoloid. Mike; ‘lucy, -
Alice,, Marvin: land Gene -had "to

" ‘wear football hélmets to protect

..their . heads. They ™ weére.. fitted
with “al variety of braces” and.
had to be; supported . by special

" fixtures jto hold- them in, upright
. SIttmg

positions. Playrng the
piano; Br. Nordoﬁ" sang to the
‘making up the -words as

activitigs, their smiles, therr
clothes,|: therr “hopes. -. At two

. previous. sessions with. themn. he'
" . had introduced his little group to
. the drum (&
’ %] and/ to th e cymbal {another - -

ord. no: one could:

rcul ‘one); .Now: he wanted -

’ them t ; play’ ithe.flute.,

Man were: unable to-.do: so.

. - UnabJé kven to make the faintest :

sound ,because they. cou it
flutes; or could:

Many .
were unable to. purse their lips

nguthpiéces. - And
( uld'not even blow abit: of .-
Mrke 1 and Ralph ~

fera. after
t the flute determi

effort
betweem ~her steeth,. pressed her

t and blew

Bul; lrce Marvm Gene Lucy,

-do nothmg
Dr: Nordoff-took six very-small

o {lutes and found: ‘thé solution. The

-were thnlled ‘He' srmply

“put: the ltg_te to. ofie nostrik of -

" each: youngster in tum, ‘and
ssed. ther nostrrl shut lt - mer

an
Mhe? discovered,

el

Vera ahd. Tom were
able, despite being. rcerebral-'

.is la chronicle . of his excrtlng
.in ovatrons

notiset . resp
. them into. their mouths. .

inedly-.

were c;:ompletely mi

daul- Nordoff had a. glft muslc‘

- “He developed it studied, worked,-

S a burden to him; and fanned
hen it waned. He practiced,
nt years in.training, years of

{rfrced He bore it ‘when rt

just like the medical doctor,-the -

edﬁ:cati’on, yéars of development,

. Jestit or the attorney .at law. He
: tatlght He reached the theaters

and the concert halls. He outhved
frustrations. ‘Success ‘came.’

nly then drd he apply “his full

. share-of . gifts: He forged them

into.new tools, into. delicate keys
gentle plowshares with which
released and
nurtured the trnypotentral within
his; young and suffenng puprls

e went into the uncharted
re lim of musical therapy for. the
dicapped. To him. these. are -
ugly chrldren/These are not
strange, loud” undignified and

. amngless chrldrenI They are

-péople-in need of someone who

speaks ‘their language

n,

Nordoff's book, Therapy in .
Mdsrc For Handrcapped Children,

with. - many little <
groups, his thrilling successes, his
hopes and his visions, not for his -
own: fulfillment, not- for his own
potenual but for theirs. And. the

) ,bo?k is-a source of inspiration; a:

guide; for all who will apply. their
gifts ‘to the glory of childhood.  ~
He] at least is unafrard 1o act.
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a],he 26 pages - of photographs ;

hey rival exhibits I've seen in
Manhattan Chicago. and Los
eles “The - ‘photographer
' the soft . lines of "the
‘ bodles, the intense.
on, the: freedom of a
]OY through the
of & sound ‘or A
. The purity of.a chrld
rom _darknessl. - His .
10" the fun of being
wrth‘ mstead of being .

ds 0 f the. theraplsts the
children. i The eyes;
he: effort—the '

" of.mian
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L. rcongregatroni.:

requested"\.$3

-+ --programs. and
“ salary

Jay, March 5,975 .

b Brother Davrs asked why ‘o™

‘greater inroads had”been made,
éHow many prrests and nuins and

rothers have we given? We are _ |

s-much the Church as anybody -

A black mrnlstry will require
uch planning "and_must be a

o-way enterprise between thev
Black Catholics and the Bishop,”
ased on commltment ‘trust, and

sources, accordmg to Brother i

avis. When his- ‘commitment
was questioned ,by participants,
the . Bishop replied, “Ev ry

department of the diccese is at )

your service.” He added that he
has to hear their needs stated by a
united voice before the drocese
can’ act. )

The. meetmg was. called at the -

bishop’s. request; by a committee
that included. Fathers Stanley

Farier, SVD, Martin Gomes,
- SS.CC, 'and Raymond Booth;
Viola Brown of Fight, Bob Laird of .
- the CYO, ‘and. members of the:
.Human Development staff. -

A second. meeting is scheduled
for March 20. At that time a core
group- will be selected to work

" with, the bishop. iB’lshop Hogan

said that he ex
froml this
hrmsel A

more rnput

groub than from.

- By MOI.I.Y JUDGE

Even though the economrcal
_situation has forced ‘most’
 parishes: to struggle to’ niaintain
their innner life, the Rev. Robert
J. Gillespie, coordinator of the
Southeast Ecumenical Ministry,
believes that ecumenism is the
only way to go: - -

"There is - strength in the
ecumenieal:. move'ment
churches. of - different

denominations pool their efforts -

together to work for a better
community;” Mr. Gillespie said.
“The laity is much jmore -con-
cerned ‘in ecumenism . and they
realize that if the\y doiit together ,
they can get thmgs one.” -

-+ SEM, whichs headéruartered at
:247 Rutgers St) in the Blessed
- Sacrament convent ‘eurrently |
comprises 17 churches, two-being
Blessed Sacrament and St
Bonifacg; in the\Southeast- sector

‘selected two lay persons from its

congrégation, | one 'from the

" of the city. Bac \'t memben church

 church’s. governing board, and

ene from the Clergy staff. The
representattves
.discuss- areas | of community
concern such {as the -.elderly,

youth and poli |cal problems.

”SEM fries to open the.lines of
commumcatron between the
churches in order. to. make them
aware of the problems’ existing-in
it helps ‘them

. orgariize 5o thdy can help each
- other solve’ these problems,” he

added

" Prior 10 bec mrng a fulltrme
staff ‘member| of “SEM, Mr.

Gillespie servedias minister to the -

. .Third. Presbyterian Church: -with

part of his.~efforts devoted to

adult education. and mmunity
ministfy. “After becoiriing aware: -
Gmimyhity problems he
~ organized a meeting. in ‘Octeber
1968 "of . clergy:| and: lay. 'people
-from 15, chiirches. “in - the-
-'Southeast. dréa to - discuss
metropolrtan problems

From the'.' meetrng, SEM' w;
) September 1974
pie. ‘became  the - only

iff ~mermber, of SEM.
iurches. co’ trrbutes

'900 for ItS’

eet-monthly to

"7is ot a| new-comer
ecumenical’ field. “I 'was always

- 275 peoplél
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‘chemistry rofessor Sister

ikeng!
position to that of a comipany. president; ti'aveI; throxtghout :
the country visiting the 1,800 Adrian Dommlcans invol

TR
"Official Visit

“Sister Roserhary Ferguson, left, prloress general ot thé dnan
Dominicah Sisters) was greeted last week at'the Monroe Coun-
ty airport] by Slster Miriam Stimson, Ph.D,, Keaka College

3
LY

Rosemary, who 1 her

ed in

education,. medlcme, polllllcs, ;andisocial concerns. At Keuka

- College s?e discussed the importance of maihtammg alues
ronting world issues. She told the Courier-journal in -
- a teléephohe conversation that equality is the most needed

socral -change: ’equallty in the distribution of goods, equality
: . in sharmg power, equallty for women, - ’

Ecum enism races. Southeast

mrtrated by SEM is the Young :

when con

”Although EM hasr no specific

--program for the elderly, wherever

we can help, we wrll‘ jump .into
advocate a program

" Monrog Caunty Councrl ori,! the
Aging and-the federal. govern-
ment to thelp -locate *elderly
people. who subsist on- Social
Security and are eligible for the
federally funded Supplementary
Security' Income. Approximately
150.lay perl;ons from each of the
churches made phone calls and
personal vlsrts to - explain the
program and the method of
applying f r the aid.

“A volu teer “for Blessed Sac-

rament found” an. 87-year-old
woOman o owned her own
- home and was living on" $77 _of
Social Secu
“forced to cancel her’ fire in-
surance fpolicy because of the
money. problem. Gur volunteer ™
visited thef lady and ‘took. her,
down to |the Social Secunty
Office and waited while she

applied for the.aid. Then +the -

.volunteer got thé woman’s frre
insurance |policy ‘renewedrj
‘opened up savrngs account for
now she is receiving
$140 a monlth * Mr. Glllesple said.

Mr Glll, spie, ‘a graduate of
Andover Newton Theological.
School in-iNewton Centef, Masis
to t

interested: in urban ecumenical
ministry in Ciricinnati. Then I was
“the director of the Neighborhood
House in € leveland /<he sardl

He fmds SEM- to be one of the

bétter. organized” and more ‘ef--
enical organizations.

fective.ecu
in_ Rochester. “For.example, our
FISH group answered. over 550
telephone| calls last month,
wherteas “the .next. lar gest -FISH

- igtoup answered50.‘An

said,

L Friends in S'ervrce Here (FISH) . ¥
©ist an.
'." :organization
- iwith' . "problems:  can - .cal

emergency servrce
and:
receive help-24 hours a. day. The -
. calls are réfered to. SEM: volun-
‘teers. who -0ffer their sekvices: 12

“hours each| month-or to one of -

- thé ‘three drivers on duty d

ity a.month. She was

last yedr,
'FISH volunteers came.to the aid"~ -
of 17,730 people-who called,” he .

in- which. people -

. Adult Miristry ‘to singles in the
Park Avenue area, - which: is
heavily populated. with people in

_ their 20’s- and 30's. “Sipce’ a

number of; these ydung . people

are trying {ao get them selves'

established iand are not reall

part of the dommunity, | felt ¢ at l

. if we could establish a ministry in
which they could be involved in
some kind of community [life, it
would be worthmle ” he said.

SEM began worklng wi h the

! Immanuel Baptist ‘Church on the
_‘organization of the proposed
ministry. The church received a
grant to enlarge the Young Adult

Ministry and employ a minjsterial .

cotiple, Nick and* Debbie Carter,
to-counsel and form programs for
the singles. SEM has also| aided
the - project by supplymg ad-
ditional funding. |

i [

)

- Currently, over 300 v
partrcrpate in the new miinistry in
one way' or another.

groups, Yoga- classes’ and.[YMCA
sponsored programs are_offered.
A religious experiment js con-
- ducted” each Sunday . night.
Around 15 to 20 youngf]ar{ults
meet’ to participate in a spiritual

-4 dialogue on philosophical’ and
rellglous subjects-
The key to” ecumenrcal.

cooperation.lies in the fpastor Mr.
Gillespie explained. “If the pastor
s -enthusiastic¢. . about ' the
umemcal effort the aity will
so be. The lay. people; need
someone ‘to lead the to
.cooperate with the ecu enical
“ministry.- And if the: -pastor
supportSr ‘our  group,’
. réceive more cooperation on the
part of the Iarty," he sard ‘

Herrtage“Assocrat
McQuald 5. | y
e;hrbrt and: sal atSt jo n Frsher

Currently the group .consists"of 'pa

who:.

. /the Southe: st and- Brlghton areas

“ “Most of he calls are frony: lthe? ] .‘ ol
elderly in need of ' The:
' trans rtatl on,” the. Mr Glllesple._  the:

who  are’

sald

Another success_ful program

St S - N
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, also .work- on |
scheduling ervices-from-calls in

ldrsplay, and-can fbevrewed from

10-4 pm darly o

people '

ProgramS' .
-such “as -classical musié, folk

we'. will -
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