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11, 'Catechrsts are called upon to| meet the-
hearted and mdr“erent Ca

" 12, itis the task of catechists o help the faithful |
read the “signs of the ‘times” reallstrcally and- with

whelmmg problems, in the educational
the Church today. In-hope, they face the future with
: 'assurance that the: «Holy Spmt will gurde their efforts
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By SlSTER M. ]AMES LYNCH

it is f’efreshrn‘g_to pick, up .a-
“Church |document .whrch begins
by painting the scene ‘in. which
olic Church Was born
developed :and finds litself "in
Americd in' 1975. One might look
for” an Guthentic description of
ourrmmrgra
cultural; experience,
srgmfrcant turnrng points . as

“and  our

~ Church; how we've been both

true and .at times, unfaithful to -

proclarmmg the gospel credibly .
in:, this. country Unfortuhately,

: &]hapter Ode farls to achreve this.

The dsscussson of thlS hrst

nt roots, our Catholic.

chapter. should congentraté. on

remedying af glarrng superflc}ahtv )

in its treatment of the Black and

. Spanish. Américan experience: and

critically examining’ its assump-
fions- in regard to -the -conflict -
between secularism and religion
in American society. The writers
give selec ive," but distorted
treatment tojthe various elements -
shaping our relrgrous spirit. They
include the diversity- of peoples
and - ’geogl'aphy but  omit
significant even)ts ssuch as the

" Civil and the Viétnam. wars, racé .

riots, an increase in our capacity,
for mass destructron “and' the *

wrdespread Cathohc educatronal
network via Catholic. Schools.

Surely»'these are- srgmﬁcant

;Washrngton, D.C..[RNS] = A
total of 17,422 recommiendations™
almost entirely by
rnan Catholrcs from' all walks
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| n March 1971 Pope Paul Vl approved a Gener;

Catechetrcal

Directory, which: contams the basic’ prlnmples f01r teaching the faith in
countries. Each was--difected 10 prepare "its own National

a"Jechetlcal Drrec(o_lrz

history and culture!
Stalt

In‘the box above, is a synopsis
Natronal Cab’:?echetrcal Directc yn ps
esan: officials will give a crifi

ory in ensuing weeks. in.
analyzed by .Sister M. Jai
educational services. Extra copies

lll

ory as prepa

which would adapt this directory to its own
e first draft is being evaluated and analyzed by
parents, clergy and profecsronal relrgrous educators all over the Umted' ‘

l
of the frrst ch ter of the osed
h Yap prop

diocesan! coordinator of

o he drrectory are available from

‘the Office of Religious Education, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, N.Y.
' 14(}24 Any comments, suggestions or crmcrsm also should be sent to

_t ofﬁce

cultural inﬂuences and have
radically shaped our American

Ca thohc spmt

" [The" treatment of minority
groups is sloppy and not at all

" Tinked tq the patterns of an early -

rnjlmrgrant Church;, "or with. our
fssuonary begmnmgs Even the

.placement of the discussion of

"Native American Indians, Blacks
_angd Spanish-speaking at the end
of the chapter speaks: volumes
about the writers” perspective. It

seemed almost an after-thought '

include them sihce -the other

the outset’ of ‘the chapter

lnaccuracres also are. symp-

t‘matrc of a, farlure to represent
t ese peoples 1ust|v and sen-

L d ring this. second consultation,

ife]. was ‘considered’ in the

- preparatron of the first draft of
- the

atronal Catechetical
nz,? a ‘religious’ education
ce here was told :

Addrlesshs at the thrrd annual

Drrect

,.‘,East Coast Conference . for*
C Relrgro‘us '
+ Wilfrid:t
pro;ectkan
. assocrat

Educationr ‘by: - Msgr

Paradis, director of t e
d Sister Mariella, Frye,’
dlrector, focused .on. .
the Church “that :have’

issues. i

"’:emerged from these fecom--

mendatrons -

trcal Directory-

by ‘the: American.‘
at 4 v.nurch bégan to be -
drstrrl)uted in mid-December;
more |t 600,000 eopres have

o been i‘l)l";l' buted-. i

T,he Bi >hops Corrimrttee of,
Policy and ‘Review, ‘Which Has
‘ responsrbrlrty
prod«icmgﬁ the’ directory, . also-

specifically. invited. the* rehgrous ;
s leadersﬁTgT of- seven: -
Hi lrc relrg ous bodres to -

for. -

. for, the consideration of the
Nationa} Conference. of. Catholic
Blshops in 1976.

The ”unrf'yrng concept" for the
40—page directory, printed" o
newsprmt in' tabloid, size, gnd«
containing  several . forms Lon
‘which recommendations cag be
vintten -is  “God's lovmg.
velation of Himself and an’s

* faithful and' loving response to.

one

‘ Smce thyfs hrst draft of the ﬁrst SHerself. and .

hrm, the mtroductro,n states

“f There are nine. chapters bnefly
*stmmarized as follows: Chapter
' ”deplcts the . gultural
wsituation in the- United S ates. in
(s vhich- the Catholic. Church finds
“in* “which/  God’s:
revelatron and ‘man’s resporise
fpnd «expression.” Chapter Awo-
states- ‘the’” “unifying - concept

'{

'_elbout revelation ~and faith.

- deseribés the record. .of- such ; o
relatronshrps in.Scripture and the :
' tradmon of the ‘_Church o

mpmlgrant groups were dealt with. *

'sitivel'v. For e{kample, ho at
tention is paid to the -unique
slavery “experience and the

directory staff :
qgize of each of the nine chapters of; the
! Courrer-loumal The first: chapter is

On Chaptert One' The Cathollc Church in

resultmg complex inequities of -

Blacks in our :country. In ad-
‘dition; the diréctory identifies
one-fourth of American Catholics
as Spanish- spEakmg without
dlstrngmshmg etween native

neglect is that al successful factor

-.in the flourishing of an. earlier-

immigrant Chunch was a strong,
closeknit, famjlial community

fands and Significantly different |
cultures. An. additional point of .

within which effective-catechesis

and socialization took place. The

- directory drd, not pose “the
- questions for | the Chufch to
examine its Fresent support
systems for -

B

¢ es iohs So Far
Catechetrcal llrectorv

"how the Chnstrhn message ‘must
be rmplemente}:l in workmg for
justice: and lo e in. the world d

Chapter sev rn ”analyzes how '

- human  beings grow . in
knowledge, 'so progressive
response ln faith:to the divine call
-may be 'mature and
Chapter erght ”consrders lrturgy
as a :central |
celebration of-
resultmg in a
shape in worslfnp

od’s saving work

Chapter hine. ”pomts to the
organizational l stiuctures which

the Black and'

Jfarth. that takes )

t
Spamsh—speékmg Recently, the
National Office’ of Black
Catholics  issued a statement
msrstmg f

) ”We are at a. point when
our own . lroughtful
reﬂectron on -our |collective
experience and history in the
Catholic (Church ‘must be
. .mcorporated into . any
‘confemporary blue-prrnt for
- guiding lCatholrr: ministry
among black people "

The Nathonal Catechetrcal
Directory njight include this and
other statements . which em-

_phasize the Blacks: desire to

design their own  contribution

within the Church

Chapter One rdentrﬁes secular

- humanism as the most rmportant

of the contemporary cultural
influences| .on pétsonal and
communal ' decision-making. It
masterfully , articulates! the
tension between Church in-
volvement | as cooperator with
society and secular forces, and
Churchr involvement as prophet
and critic| of - systems WhJICh
interfere with, or oppress man’s
dignity. At one pgint, .the

. message can_be' interpreted as

“Don't be
world.”” At
world s
therefore

isolated from the

another ' “Beware, the

too. secular a}?d

dangerous.” _T

the Unlted StaLteS

is’

‘seemmgly snmpL{strc dlvrsron
bétween the secular and sacred is
distiessing. -‘We: would 'have
. appreciated the acknowledgment
- that God’s Word is active in both
secular and’ sacred experiences,
and, at the ‘deepest level of any
“secular experience, God chn be
found. The Church i$ not over or
against the world, and we do not
want to repeat the tragic mistakes
of the 18th -and 19th centuries.
The only responsible optfon in
" 1975 is a vital Catholic rrn-
. tellectual ‘and culturerl life w! rch
~consciously measures -
-evaluates and adaptation and
-response which speaks to con=
temporary man without losmg
Catholic identity.
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The writers do acknowled e
~that the -Church has farled, Ibut
their posture is somewhat
defensive. They point to rapid
expansion in, population and
science as underlying reasons. .
Broken spirits  are attributed to
the .false promises of ‘the
American dream. This is certainly
trie. But thefe are other brolren
spirits, and they stem from!the ’
Catholrc peo le’s failure to:create
% ream. Let us stand.
ly before this truth. Vatican
' l and the Brcehtenmal give all
Americans a new chance Lo hieal
our divisions and quicken our
splnt of gospel commrtm ent.
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We were on a famrly ‘park
outrngon
Sunday récently wheén suddlenly I

“Jet out & Ve

the - of.
the | of thewerodsr

are meaifit to serve ‘the: world ‘of " cacaphony

religious e
catechesis, ena l‘
of -God’s Word
Catholic peopl
possrbrlrtres of:

i the right lane,

g
cross the. cénter -
there--were. not. .
too.many other riature:lovers out
and-he pulled the car safely- hack
;a blaek look
drrected ’. t me, full of unuttered

“The geese the Canada geese o

I was ecstatrc There the

certain’

* the largest we take. its

damp and very dreary -

; unday
- . part

~looking through1 a .kaleidoscop
where a mrnute turh, of - the
linder- would cause ‘shapes to
blend and meld effortlessly -
before the eve. : '

i

, - ." i i .
}Calmed" down semewhat, the
head of the house reminded me it

*was time to start the nature diary

I'm _always talkin bout. It
seemed like a go ldea Every
- year the beech tree atthefar ehd
of the yard.is the last to leaf out. .
Sirice it was' thé only. tree/on the
lot when we Bought it and by far
health
seriously. Keeping track -of its
sthedule, along- with “slich. in-
‘formatron as when we can expect
pick the first! ripe tomato,
‘enjoy the. violets under the pnvet
h_ ge ‘and expect” new;: brood
of-baby pheasan
adds g

. oyr
any anxretres as_ to Motherr
Natures progress
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The day before the drrvh whrch
ad been mild and sunny and had
infact prompted the plans for the
hlk:e, my gardemr:g

ad ta <en .
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