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i i Catechisfs h a v e t h e t w o f o l d t a s k - o f k e e p i n g t h e 
Church mindful of, its mission t o a n n o u n c e the g o o d 
n e w s o f salvation t o all peop{je w h i l e at the s a m e 
nrne; realizing jthat t h e unique political, cultural arid 

• educat ional condi t ions of the United States h a v e 

5.The American' Dream riot b e a l lowed t o 
the inequities 

shaped and will continue to shape 
.Gospe l is presented. * 

the way the 

2. jCatechists must support the faithful!as they 
c o p e wi th the c h a n g e s taking p lace i n every area of 
American l ife. ' ! 

• • . ' r " \ \ ' • . ' • * • . • ! ' . . ". - . ' • • . 

3 . ! A comprehens ive catechesis.: examines the 
opportunit ies and chal lenges as wethras the dangers 
brought about by advances in s c i e n c e and 
technology . % • . 1 

4 . [American Catholics are not free t o ignore their 
solidarity with the rest of mankind. 

By SISTER M. JAMES LYNCH 

It is refreshirrgJ:o- pick, up a-
•Church jdodument -which begins 
by painting; the s c e n e ' i n which 
t h e Cathol ic Church Was born, 
deve loped [and finds \itself in 
America in {1975. O n e might look 
for an Authentic description of 
our immigrant roots, our Cathol ic 
cultural [ experience , "atrci our 
significant ! turning points as 
Church; ho|w w e ' v e been both 
true and, ,at t imes , unfaithful t o 
proclaiming , the gospel credibly 
i n . this , country; Unfortunately, 

Chapter'One'fails t o ach ieve this, 
th i s ." - • . • . , • . • -

blind Catholics t o failure orito present 
and injustices: of today's society . '* ;. 

6. The catechiste must recognize the strengths of 
secularsoc ie ty in formingrnoraTvalues and b e aware 

- of t h e danger this presents t o Christian principles \>f 
charity and just ice. - .. ^ ~ V " • 

i •'• • ' - . " - " . " ' . • * • . ' . . " . " • ' . * 

7. It is the task of cateches is t o foster the creative 
tension Wtjwsentne needdtiflie Church to become a 
cooperat ive participant in the "public l i fe of today's 
soc ie ty and a t the s a m e t i m e hot lose its identity as 

churchr . ].r . " • [ : / " - ^ V ; ' -V- " \ 
,8. Religious educat ion takes into account the 

n e w shapes and forms emerging in American culture 
as wel l as opportunities .Offered by advances ' 
learning and practical pedagogy. 

9 . Catechists are well-advised t o be- wary of 
twin dangers of chasing every fad, o n the jone hand,! 
and clinging blindly t o traditional irjethods ami I' 
materials on- the; other. , •'•'.! "'• ••' I . ; ' 

' 10. Catechesis should actively involve Ike par-' 
ticipatiojn of native Americans, the Black community 
and Spanish-speaking Americans. , 

1 1 . jCatechists are cal led upon t o m e e t the-
chal lenges p o s e d by the great number of half
hearted and indifferent Catholics.! 

in 

| In March 1971 , Pope Raul VI approved a General Catechetical 
Directory, w h i c h contains the basic principles for teaching the faith in 
all] .countries. Each was- directed t 6 prepare its o w n National 
Catechetical Directory which, would adapt this directory t o its o w n 
history and culture] T h e first' draft is being evaluated; and analyzed by 
parents, clergy and professional religious educators all over the united 
States. "•'. ' • 

I In the box above , is a synopsis of the first chapter of t h e proposed 
National Catechet ica l Directfory as prepared by th^ directory staff. 
Diocesan officials will g ive a critique of each of the nine chapters o f t h e 
directory in ensuing weeks in the Courier-Journal. The first chapter is 
analyzed; by Sister M. James Lynch', d iocesan! coordinator of 
educational services. Extra cop ies of the directory are available from 
the! Off ice of Religious Education, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, N.Y. 
14624. Any comments, suggestions or criticism also should be sent, to 
that off ice . 

The discussion of this first 
chapter should concentrate on 
remedying a| glaring superficiality 

in its treatment of the Black and 
Spanish American experience and 
critically examining', its assump
tions in regard t o the confl ict 
be tween secularism and religion 
in American] society; The writers 
g i v e s e l e c t i v e , ' - b u t d i s t o r t e d 
treatmenttjo the various e lements 
shaping our religious spirit. They 
include] the diversity o f p e o p l e s 
and • . g e o g r a p h y , b u t o m i t 
s ign i f i cant 'events <such as the 
Civil, arid t h e Vietnam wars, race . 
riots, an increase in our capacity. 
for mass destruct ion," and' the 

widespread {Catholic educational 
network via Catholic Schools . 
S u r e l y ' ' ' these- a r e s i g n i f i c a n t 

cujltural influences and have 
. radically shaped our American 

Catholic spirit. 

The' treatment of minority 
grbups is sloppy and not at all 
l inked t o the patterns of an early 
irrjfmigrant Church, or with our 
missionary beginnings. Even the 
p lacement of. the discussion of 
Native American Indians, Blacks 

.and Spanish-speaking at the end 
ofj the chapter speaks vo lumes 
about the Writers' perspective. It 
s e e m e d a lmost an after-thought 
tcj. inc lude them s ince the other 
immigrant groups were dealt: with. 
at t h e outset' , of ' the chapter. 
I r j a c c u r a c i e s a l s o a r e . s y m p 
tomat ic of a. failure t o represent 
fhjese peoples justly and. sen-

lestions So Far 

Washington, D.C. [RNS] — A 
t o t a l o f 17,^22 recommendat ions 

.submitted! [almost entirely by 
Romahl: Catholics from1.all walks 
o f I life Was cons idered in t h e 
preparation j o f t h e first draft o f 
t h e N a t i o n a l C a t e c h e t i c a l 
Director*,| a religious educat ion 
conference here w a s told; : 

"-'.Addi{e'J ses a t t h e t h i r d a n n u a l ; 
East Coast" Conference for1 

Relrgfoui I -Education b y Nfcgr. 
VVrlfridHUf aradis, director of t h e 

during this s econd consultation, 
f6r, the consideration of the 
National Conference o f Catholic 
Bishops in 1976 . 

The "unifying concept" for the 
4&page. directory, printed o n 
newsprint in tabloid, .s ize^and-
containing several j forms i ion 
which recommendat ions earf b e 
Wri t ten , -is " G o d ' s 

how the. Christian 
be implemented 
justice^ and love 

message must 
in working for 
in. t h e world." 

Chapter seven "analyzes h o w 

revelation of Himself and man's .{« 

h u m a n beirigs g r o w . i n 
- k n o w l e d g e , " " ' s o p r o g r e s s i v e 

response in faith t o the divine cfal I 
- m a y b e mature 
Chapter e(ght 
as k ; central 

project^ anfc 

issues [in1; 
e m e r g e d 
mendationfe 

Since ths 

Sister Mariella Frye, 
director, focused o n . 

the Church t h a t h a v e 
rorn t h e s e r e e o m -

first draft o f the first 
tMatfonaNCatechetkral Directory 
eyer;;riNri^ed !by the American 
Catbojie [Ciurcl i b e g a n t o b e 
distributjEJci i n m i d r P e e e m b e r , 
more [th^p 6O0;0OO cop ies haye-
bfeen d istributed; 

T̂jhe Bjsfiopsr- Corrimitteie of. 
Policy : and' Review, Which has 
o v e r s U . » r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for , 
ptddcipingt'. t h e , d irectory , . also 
specif really i n v i t e ^ the 're l ig ious 

. education! learjersfiip';' o f seven. 
•• n o n ^ a t h o l i c reiigipusr bodies t o 

subm C-jfjheit .recpmmendatidns, 
Sister Frye!'said- , 

^Rre aar teon-o f t h e first draft of; 
the ^|reGtjtfry with: t h M n y i t a t i o n . 
f o p riedmniendatiorts Iffprjrv. all; 

•parts. o f {fh& ;GF>ur:ch. i s w h a t -is • 
bai lee Ihej fsec&rtd'epnsMltritionv 
whijdh fe^ah; Jainl i and Wil I efid: 
, ......., JlO.:||h^';piairi;*i|;Jo have a 
ffriatc beunfeht,^^reyrs|dji.n;;light-bf„ 
r^cflhmeTiyatiQris^ r^ingifefery |di-

'-,faithful' and loving respQrise t o . 
rlirh/' t h e introduetioji s tates . . : 
• f ' •" " •"- '. *•". • 

|; There are nine chapters, briefly 
summarized as fo l lows: Chapter 
6pe '^depicts t h e cu l tura l 

^situation in the tjnited States in 
I which : t h e Catnolic. Chureli finds 

^ Herself and in; "%hich/ God's; 
revelation and m a n ' s response 
f|rid expression" Chapter two 
states' the "unifying concept 

' about revelation and faith, It 
describes the record- of- such 
rleiationships in, Scripture and the 

_ tradition of the Church." r . 
5 Chipfer three'"portrays,'' the 

Chiireh as t h e fujl realizations of 
Gpdrs ^saving act ion arid;'man's , 
believing; acceptance!.. Further,, 
t h e Church Witnesses God's call 
;^oall m e n t o j o i n ' t h g ^ m m j u n i t y 
o f ftkti&&&Sl\£h£#\&P.'..foifif{ 
'{del ineatesthe-qualit ie iahdTqles 

. ©MheitiinistgrS o f Gc^j^Mpfdlas 
Work atr" presev&ii 

j e l i c a l a n d cat]e^frefieal 
l^sks!":;. ;" , v # 1 ' 

-1; -Chapter; '•:five?^?%Utljnes! '*^e ; 

ef.itei|ai for; icomrtiMifiatJilJ:. tfie 
• ̂ r i s f i ^ ' l ^ s i ^ e i p d l l S l ; fprthM 

TrMsJ^gel'':5*#faJrteE'' m! *^h^ws. 

«;v 

and Joying.' 
considers7; liturgy 
[experience and 

celebration o f C o d ' s saving work, 
resulting, in. a| faith that takes 
shape in worship." 

Chapter nine- "points t o t h e 
organizational I structures which 
are m e a n t t o sjerve t h e world o f 
r e l i g i o u s v e d u c a t i o n ^and 
catechesis , enabl ing t h e minrsters 
of God's VYord ±0" guide, f h e 

Catholic pepplej-towardf the full 
possibilities o f union with God." 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

' Church. W o m e n . tj/nited in 
^OGhester^ .8|: .^Vicinity-. Will. 
c e l ebrate W o t d 
t h e . rrXo^v Viri 

- e c u m e f t i e a j . c e l e b r a t i o n .""bf 
Pr0tesf^| , ;Orthpd6x, ahd\Koman 

'CafJKpliG. woijheh:, o n | r i d a y , 
% J a | G l l -'Ti'.";- 'tp:""..^. ''.'.ph^ix'cHes 
throughput 'Monroe^^Gpunf^i - .• 

Observed 

W6men: 

:4'--
';"• S T h e Wot ld 

o b s e r v e d 1: iii 
C h u r c h 

"desfgrratedas' 
1 in- the . i^niteci 

m^fi^Tals.hEtye 
t f^W0meri?s2 
^ellriywsiiip^df: 

D^y o f .Prayer is 
169 countr ies^ 

U n i t e d Ms 
the-official sponsof 

|^ieh,:pr^afed- :by; 
il^mfeqiicai! 

12 . It is t h e task o f catechists t o he lp ^he faithful 
read the "signs of the't imes' 'real ist ical ly and with 
hope,: Realistically, Cathoiics must face the over
whelming problems, in the educational ministry of 
the Church today. In hope , they face the {future with 
assurance that the Holy Spirit will guide their efforts. 

• s i M M H ^ i l a a M B M B I 

sitively. For ekample^ no at
tention is paid! to the -unique ' 
slavery experience and the 
resulting complex inequities of- ' 
Blacks in our country- In ad
dition; the directory identifies 
one^fdurth of American Catholics 
as S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g Without 
distinguishing jbetween native ' 
lands and significantly different ; 
cultures. An~ additional point of 
neglect is that a] successful factor 
in t h e flourishing of an_ earlier' 
immigrant Chunch was a strong, 
,close4cnit, farrlilial community 

within which effective catechesis 
and socialization took place . The 

- directory did j not pose the 

questions for j the Church to 
e x a m i n e i t s p r e s e n t s u p p o r t 

systems for 'the Black and 

in 
Spanish-speaking. Recently, t h e 
N a t i o n a l [Off ice ' of B l a c k 
Catholics issued a statement 
insisting: j 

"We are at a point w h e n 
bur o w n t h o u g h t f u l 
reflection j o n our [collective 
experience and history in the 
Catholic Jchurch ; must be: 

• i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o . a n y 
contemporary blue-print for 
guiding Catholic; ministry 
among black people." 

T h e N a t i o n a l C a t e c h e t i c a l 
Directory might include this and 
other statements . which em-

phasize the Blacks: desire to 
design their own contribution 
within the Church. > 

"T 

Chapter O n e identifies secular 

• humanism îs the. most important 
of the contemporary cultural 
in f luences ) o n p e r s o n a l arid 
communal j decision-making. It 
m a s t e r f u l l y , ar t i cu la te s ! t h e 
t e n s i o n b p t w e e n C h u r c h in
vo lvement j as cooperator with 
society and secular forces, and 
Church invjolvement as prophet 
and critic I of • systems, which 
interfere w,ith, or oppress man's 
d i g n i t y , /fyt o n e ; p p i n t , ,thje 
message can be' interpreted as "Don't be 
world." At 
w o r l d is 
t h e r e f o r e 

isolated from tfjie 
another "Beware, the 
t o o s e c u l a r , a n d 
d a n g e r o u s . " J n i s 

s e e m j n g l y s i m p i s t i c d i v i s i o n 
between the secular and sacred is 
d i s t r e s s i n g . .VVei w o u l d I.have 
appreciated t h e acknowledgment 
that God's Vybrd, j£ active irj both 
secular and sacried experiences 

^and, at the deepes t level of any 
secular experiencief, God qan b e 
found. The Church is not oyer or 
against the world, and w e d o pot 
want to repeat the tragic mistakes 
of the 18th1 and 19th centuries. 
The only responsible option in 
1975 is a vital Cathol c j in

t e l l e c t u a l and cultural life which 
^consciously measures t̂nd 

evaluates and adaptation . and 
response which speaks to con
temporary man without losing 
Catholic identity. I 

The writers d o acknowledge 
' that the Cfiureh has failed, ibut 

the ir p o s t u r e " is som'ewjhat 

defensive. They point to! rapid 
expansion in , population 'and 
sc ience as underlying reasons. 
Broken spirits are attributed t o 
t h e f a l s e p r o m i s e s of -the 
American dream. This is certainly 
true. But there are other broken 
spirits, and they s tem frc-mithe 
Catholic people 's failure t o create 
the gospel dream. Let us stand; 
humbly before this truth. Vatican 
II and the 'Biceijitennial give all 
Americans a neW c h a n c e :o heal 

our divisions. and quicken our 
spirit of gospel commitment . 

ALL IN THE 
FAMILY 

looking through a . kale idoscope 
where a minute tur|K of the 
cylinder would 'cause shapes t o 
b l e n d and m e l d efifoijtlessiy 
before the e y e . j j' 

Sdrah Child 

'" '• W e were o n a family park 
outing on a d a m p and very dreary 
Sunday recently When suddenly I 
let o u t a' jjrelh :The-driver already 
havipg dijjfieurty b^gause ; of the 
mis t and f o g t o |ay" nothing o f t h e 4 

cacaphphy"' in thevBacfc- seat "'. 
jumped tjiree, inches sandingi t h e . 
car -swerMng across t h e ' center 
line. Thankfully there were not 
t o p many' jqther nature loyersi p'ut 
and h e pulled the car s"afely: back \ 

ia the right lairie, ./a black look 
directed at m e , full of unuttered 

j Calmed down somewhat, the 
head.of the house reminded m e it 
Was t i m e t o start the nature diary 
I'm always talking about. It 
s eemed like a g o o d idea. Every 
year t h e b e e c h tree a t thejfar end 
of the yardjs the last t o leaf b u t . 
Since it was the only tree on the 
lot w h e n w e brought- it and by far 
the largest w e take its health 
seriqusly. Keeping Jrack of its 
schedule , a l o n g . with such in
formation as when fwe can expect 
t o pick the first.;' ripe tomato , 

"Tdnjpy the.violets under t h e privet-
h e d g e a h d expect =the?=neW;.brood\ 
of-baby pheasants to wander o u t 
pf t h e woods^- adds greatly f d the • 
^nipyment as well as !'diifiinisheS' 

•""any anxieties as to 
Nature's progress. 

Mother >w 

' T h e ge^se, thg Canada geese ," 
1 was ecstatic; if here they were 
the first we haa spotted and ^ 
eertain ( p sigri o f -1 irripehdihg. 
s p r i n g . . " ; ^Ir^r.'-^/%•:'••'••'•-•/•';.••• 

As weAyatched ;;the*V:fiarnaftonL 
\ change slpwiy; J t o av ;f!yinigr.iT 
* againstth'e.;grayfbackdrppiiffithe 

sky I wondere"dnjf t h e iheMigpose , 
• like leadejrs pf; do^fvsjfetf ttearjis,: 
^Was. t h e u w e a k e s t olf; s lowest 

v m e m b e r - ^ i fhefgrotipH'jlC'diidhft" 
i. se^hh fikfely: ^ j h e ^ s n Q i i w i n g e c l ; 
; / s u d a e n M U e f t i i f ; | t R 5 n g f | : •.. ahdi 

^̂ purposefully eauisihig; tfijte^itire;'•-. 
I; f lock t p s iiift; ^sitidh>ifc*irfiiihg,'a5:' 
'.•I whpie Jiek •;de^fgrii.-.jl.ti\;-*s%s>-;jiKe;'; 

The day before the, drive„Which 
had been mild and sunny and had 
infactiprompted t h e plans for the 
^Urfday hike, my gardehirig 
partner- had -taken. . a- -wajk 
Ihroughout t h e b(ack yard "in
spect ing evferything^'that w a s , 
above the snow Ijrie. Tine l itt le ! 

| lpway:-spnJees> lfc¥<rJ5t| in "last 
year along the.v,ri,dge Were doing 
s ^ l ^ p ^ p M y h ^ r e p p l p d ^ 
PthgrMhingS! Werie ppppihg J 4 P ; 

- t i i |e what/] l̂̂ ';vyaiff£|̂ T:foV)knpw'''. 
^ v i s i p n i n g - t h a t ^ e a l y s s u m had 
|esefedfed;. theit>|erv^s "and -were 
Goming! u p r l ; • - ;

 R 

Ij Wfeill ,nVsaidf ; lalj^'in&a-littlei 
?ryjpst|^ ^ v f e e d i ? ^ ^ ; f l 

$0&: rfr. ilt^fs^g^^fiimougFij;.;';;. ^ 

V'y'i^m 

M 

•1 i 
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