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Situations 
Similar __l „ 
E d i t o r : J ;, {''. • 

Once wasn't enough. Three 
times I read the Regional Pastoral 
Let ter , Powerlessness in A p -
palachia, recently (signed by 
Bishop Joseph L; Hogan and 24 
other bishops, absorbed by its 
poetry and forthj ightness, I had, 
in fact , just returned f rom a tour 
of. a cooperative in the Andean 
hil l ' country here in central 
Bolivia, in a particular area where 
those w j i o are luckyr enough to 
belong to this enterprise earn $6 
a week,; Their membership in the 
cooperative also entjtles them to 
receive!! some medical attention 
f r om the nun-nutse w h o to ld me 
how di f f icu l t is t d give these 
people j some reason to hope. 
Thus the Appalachians and the. 
Andes have sorpe similarities, j 

Wi thou t doubt the Pastoral can . 
be compared w i th that power fu l ' 
statement, " I Have Heard the Cry 
of M y People," wr i t ten by the 
shepherds of another regional 
Church, "wh ich is symbolic of so 
much other suffering in our land, , 
in our World," — that of North 
East B raz j l , Sout | i A m e r i c a . 
Neither the Appalachia pastoral 
nor t h e Brazil ian^ s ta temen t 
hesitates to name the real hurts of 
the people of their respective 
regions, nor in naming the source 
of those hurts — •; "rjnaximization 
of prof i t , a principle which too 

often converts itself into an 
idolatrous power." | 

. ' • ! 

I w e l c o m e d tjhe wo rds : 
"Wi thou t judging arjiyone, i t has 
become clear t o ps that the 
present economic o^der does not 
care for its people. I|n fact , prof i t 
and peop le f r e q u e n t l y are 
contradictory. Profit over people 
is an ido l . " | 

I w e l c o m e d those words 
because the di f f icu l ty , in my 
opin ion, is not a matter of class 
conf l ict , .as some would say, as 
much as it's a matter of value-
conf l ic t . For example, I th ink of 
Paul, a construction worker l iv ing 
in a coal-patch c o m n u n i t y in 'my 
home diocese of Greensburg, 
Penn. Paul.invests'afew dollars in 
the stock market; he reads the 
Wal l Street Journal, he is sup
posedly one of thos4 mil l ions of 
Americans who " o p a cor
porat ion. In fact, Paul has. 
nothing* to say about corporate 
pol icy. His only role is to injsist 
that "h i s " corporation turn a 
prof i t , which may rrieari that his 
Appalachia (or part thereof) give 
w a y , t o " d e s t r u c t i v e g row th 
patterns that pol lutej the air, foul 

the water, rape the (and." 
i 

I f s possible that ! Wal l Street 
spokesmen w i l l re'act t o the 
pastoral w i t h the same host i l i ty 
which they directed against Pope 
Paul Vl 's Development of People 
i n 1967. It's even possible that Fr. 
Andrew Greeley w i l l see. the 
pastoral as one more example o f 
the bishops' capitulat ion t o the 
values of the "new Cathol ic . 
Social Ac t i on " as he calls I t i But I 
hope this wouldn ' t discourage 
priests arid deacons f rom quot ing 
it m the pulpi t w i th the same 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g and sens i t i v i t y 
w i t h . w h i c h i t was written', mot 
keep pebple f rom m'editatjng 
deep ly .op its message and im
plications. . 

Maybe a camera crew could be 
c o m m i s s i o n e d to* t rave l t h e 
length, o f the Appalachian chajn; 
f i lm ing a short|movie whose only 
script" need be; quotations! frcjm 
the pastoral. Then.we could v iew 
the whole reality in our qhurch 
Ralls., classrooms or even over, TV. 

Or maybe the pastoral could be 
used as t h ^ preamble for a new 
Arrpr jcan const i tut ion !in 11976. 
For thqs§ Whojare^moyed t o act 

: rathjgiritKan dreiam (and one; must 
do f -bd th ) , there . already, i is a 

sn of liuns who j have 
ic expertise and ac t i on : 

sugges t ions , ; p u b l i s h e d j in < a 
^ m o n t h l y b u l l e t i n regard ing 
n a t i o n a l ' l eg i s la t i on w h i c h 
responds to the issues raised by 
the pastoral. They're a t ' NET
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in ions 
Affect ing nat ional legislation is 

not the on l y way t o overcome 
powerlessness. It won ' t take the 
place o f f peopTe^fb-peopfe i n 
teraction on the local level for 
instance. :But unt i l we make 
W a s h i n g t o n m o r e respons ive , 
" u n a c c o u n t a b l e e c o n o m i ' e 
powers w i l l cont inue t o use 
democratic pol i t ical institutions 
for non-democratic purposes'." 

Father Bernard Survil 

{ Casilla550 
• Cochabamba 

Bolivia, S. A-

The Mighty 

(Afite. 
* Editor: ' I 

Dedicated t o Sr. Regina Mary, 
SJ,,— She was.a happy hjun, who 
spent the major i ty o f h^r useful 
days, amid the challenge : of 
pa roch ia l schoo ls . A h igh l y 
ded i ca ted teacher (and 
disciplinarian w h o wou ld quickly 
rap t h e knuck les 6 f _any 

\wrongdoer, but , wou ld Jae fast 
w i th a smile and encouraging 
word. 

wpjuld have preferred 
mission f ie lds, . but fate 

decreed otherwise, bo, w i th 
little^ persuasion, she prominently 
displayed on her desk a mite box 
that gobbled up pennies, nickles, 
dimes, an occasional ^quarter, but 
nary a slug '. . . a small,miracle in 
that class, : 

Daily 
of our 
thatthc-
and 
student 

she wou ld make us aware 
blessings and of the fact 
poor'were always with us, 

that included the ' lazy 

Always pouring for th w i t h sage. 
advice] she once said: fWe have 
been blessed w i th the gjf t of free 
wi l l to|choose good or evi j . Don' t 
del ight the devi l ! Do develop 
good ipabits, embrace charity: i t 
w i l l enrich your l i fe and reward 
you w i th paradise/ ' ! ' 

During Lent the giye-it-up1 

monies wou ld repeatedly' f i l l the 

* box, then be swished away to 
.help; save, a poor soul.-

•Memor ies of this thoughtfu l 
) nun rushed back, as I watched the 
i Bill ; Moyers' program, "Wor ld 
'Hunger : - Who Wi l l Survive?" 

Sister's funding couldn' t compare 
wi th ! t he ' results o f professional 
fund ing, . but the | prayers and 
sacrijfices, that gift-Swrapped the 
donations, created Small miracles 
and bu i l t character) 

N o w v m o r e than ever, there is 
an- immediate need t o help the 
hungry o f t he^wor l d^ 

Florence Catherine Young Hatch 
Pi t tsfbrd,NewYork 

Disagrees 
With Studeiits 
Editor: 

The letters appearing in "Equal 
T ime" on February 19 simply 
staggered my " r a i s e d " * c o n 
sciousness. Of the eight views 
printed, t w o actual ly approved of 
female, priests, f ive disapproved, 
andj one hedged the question. 
And wha t was the reason for 
disal lowing women-as ordained 
Roman Catholic priests? 

Tradi t ion! 

In ours, the Twentieth,Century, 
wou ld no t clerical advancement/ 
c o u p l e d w i t h , a ( n e w f o u n d 
m a t u r i t y and secu r i t y , t ake 
precedence over " tradi t ion?" ' 

If Ms. Biroscak j feels un
comfortable seeing women ih ; 
leadership roles/" perhaps she 
should ponder how~far advanced 
our society w o u l d ! be today 
wi thout any great wofrien leaders 
(Queens Elizabeth and Victor ia, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, land Cblda 
Meir, t o name a few). i 

Ms, Ryan and Mr. ; McNarrjara, 
i t is undeniable that Jesus and the 
Apostles were men, but are you 
call ing for sex segregation? Mme. 
Eve Curie originated i the science 
o f Radiology, but male scientists 

been made 
outsiders! 

j n this f ie ld have no t 
to feel themselves 
Sapphic versesrhas been imitated 
by male poetsi quite! neatly. 

I welcome any rat ional •answers 
or defenses f r o m t h e 
spokespersons of Notre Dame 
High. j | 

Brien Baynes 
224 West Ave. 

East Rochester, N.Y. 14445 

Marine Midland introduces another 
inflation fighter. The Marine Midland 
Investment Certificate. A.gener-
ous 7.5% interest rate, com-
pouncled daily, guarantees you an 
annual return of 7<j)%> provided 
you leave your minimum $1000 
on deposit for six years.*-

-Even if interest rates should 
drop in the future, jyou are guar
anteed, the ZSl0/c> arjnual 
yield on your Myestment, 
with Marine Midlajrid 
Investrnent 

And you no longer have to worry 
about inflation eating up your savings. 

Marine Midland lias other savings 
plans for your money, too. Several 

High yield Certificates of De
posit are available with attrac
tive interest! rates and shorter 
terms of maturity. Long arid 
short term;savings, for small, 

or large deposits. The peo
ple at! your local Marine 

Midland office will be 
happy to tailor a savings 

plan for you. 

:~V 

MARINE MIDLAND BANK 
^Federal regulations prohibit the payment^of a time deposit prior to maturity 
unless three months of the interest is forfeited and interest ©rtffjie amount 
, withdrawn is reduced to the passbook rate. So, we recommend you , 
deposit only the extra furids you can-spare for an extendedperiodoi time. 
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