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Editorial 

K^epOBUnit 
" JAtStMaryV \ [] • 

udg ing f r o m the maijlj th is newspaper has f>een 
rece iv ing the re \s s t rong sen t imen t for keep ing tjhe 
obs te t r i ca l .un i t ope ra t i ng at St. Mary 's Hosp i ta l . 'As 
v\fe.H k h e r e should1 ' be. •> • ' 

jStrong sen t imen t w i t h o u t . s o u n d fo l l ow- th rough , , 
howeve r , is; useless. Those w h o feel t h a t t he St. 
.Mary 's .OB u n i t is |a necessary par t o f t he c o m m u n i t y 
shou ld a t tend t h ^ pub l i c hearings ,set up t o resolve-
the ques t i on . Some already have taken place;! t h e 
foHowi r tg r e m a i n ' - , • 

\ . • Gates-GhUi: f l i gh Schoo l , -9^0 W e g m a n Road, 
Gates o n Thursdjay, M a r c h 6. f r o m 7:30-9:30 p .m. ; 

• rhen i ie t ta .Town Ha l l , 475 Calk ins Road, Henr ie t ta , on 
Tuesday, M a r c h 11 f r o m 7<30-9:30 p .m. ; A B S Center 

f # 2 700-Noi i th St., Rochester on Thursday, M a r c h 13 
ffrorri 7 :30-9:30; and Jef ferson 'H igh Schoo l , Edgerton 
Park. Rochester 
p.rpri. 

on M o n d a y , Ma fch .17 f r o m 7:30-9:30 

V ! 'St . Mary 's 
' .endangered by 

spokesmen a d m i t t he hosp i ta l is" 
t he conso l i da t i on o f Q B units" seen 

heMssary by the! Genesee Region Hea l th P lann ing 
C o u n c i l . Tha t is j un fo r tuna te , because t he hosp i ta l 
wages t he good, f i gh t . I t does n o t per fo rm abor t ions" 
or s te r i l i za t ions an.d because i t does n o t d o t he lat ter 
i t I'OJ es stat ist ical ly , in the number o f b i r ths pe r fo rmed 
and t h a t is one fac to r in cons idera t ion o f w h o s e O B 
uni ts w i l l igo . M a n y w o m e n o p t for s te r i l i za t ion 
d i rec t l y af ter b i r t h , a hosp i ta l spokesman says, and if 
t he hosp i ta l does n o t ' p e r f o r m s u c h a p j e - c e d u r e they 
have, their ] babies e lsewhere. - " ^ 

St. Mary 's wias^Rochester's f i rs t hosp i ta l . I t is its 
on ly Ca thp l i c hosp i ta l . I t is t he on l y hosp i ta l in t h e 
inner c i t y j I t is a . f ine hosp i ta l in every way . It is 
especia l ly ( comfo r t i ng t o those w h o d p n o t be l ieve in 
abor t ions 'or s te r iMat ions . ( • 

,We have p r in ted on th is page s o m e o f t he letters 
w e have received on t he rpatter. Read t h e m . If y o u 
agree tha t c los ing St. Mary 's O B u n i t is wrong, ' t hen 
say so. Pdibl icly. " 

I ' • 

Never Wrong? 
Eapal i n fa l l i b i l i t y has been in t he news these 

days j/vhajt w i t h t he Va t i can censure o f Father Hans 
Kuenjg- Bjut we' l ike t he Vyay Father. Rober t jDrinan 
used t he t e r m t o descr ibe t he ef for ts [of Newsweek 
magaz ine t o avo id p r i n t i n g a re t rac t ion o f a story 
a'bojut t he Jesuit co'ngressrjriah. 

A c c o r d i n g t o Father TJnnan, w h e n Newsweek i n V 
its ah , 27 issue said t ha t ^Drioani Father Dan ie l 
Berifigan and Father. johh : ; j v \cLaugh l in "sk i r ted t he 
let ter o f Jesuit l a w " i t was in error. He says t h a t w h e n 
he con tac ted t he magaz ine , he was t o l d t h a t i t was its 
p o l c y " f iever t o confess e r ro r " a l t hough i t w o u l d 

-a l l ow a le t te r t o t he ed i to r 'about i£ 
Father Dr inan feels t ha t he has f o u n d • a new 

s o u c e of " i n f a l l i b i l i t y in t he w o r l d . " ; -. 

If a l l t h a t Father Dr inan says is. t rue w e ftonder if 
Newslveek. considers i tself Thcapable: o f error ori a l l 
occas ions o r o n l y w h e n it^speaks abou t matters o f 
f a i t i and mora l s , such as Jesuit i n vo l vemen t in p u b l i c 
af fa i rs. . • ' • • • ;i , • " 

, < 

'A l though t hey may b e regarded as st range b y 
s o m e a g roup o f profess ional athletes make sense 
w h sn t h e y ta lk . ! • ' ' ' 

They are' the,90 pro f o o t b a l l and basebal l p layers 
w h b a t tended a Chr is t ian t r a i n i ng con fe rence in 
Dallas,, Texas, recent ly . : --* 

" T h e - w i n n i n g aspectk>f pro f oo tba lMs no longer 
m y g o d . I k n o w i f w e win! or lose it's for t h e g lory o f 
G o d ; " W a n t t o disagree? TefT john j N i l and the a i l -pro 
off^rvsive l i neman o f . t h e Na t i ona l iFootbal l League's 

T3a las Cowboys . I ; ! . r 

A n d ano ther rugged per fo rmer , Jeff Si.emon of 
l t h e : M i n n e s o t a V ik ings owns u p t ha t he never prays 
; fo r v i c t o r y . " I a lways ' p ray ; t h a t wha tever $ i e ou t 
c o m e , i t w i l l be used for" God's g j o r y . " : .y. ^ 

T o o fundamenta l? Then, l isten t o Calv i r fJones o f 
, the Denver Broncos, ,;" ."' ~ •] I 

! ' . ' You b e c o m e aware t f ia t trTere's mp re - t o l i f e t han . 
peop le ye l l i ng in the stands . . . deep d o w n inside 

j y o t i s t i l l have ah empt iness. A n d Christ c a n . f i l l t h a t 
vo id} ' " ' ,. - ' . ' '. '• = i ' . ' • * .•' 

M a n y o f us m i g h t be uncomfor tab le , sayinjg such 
th ings p u b l i c l y and t e n d ^ t o feel sk i t t ish a t o thers 
d o i n g so, especia l ly , those pa id to" entjertaih l i s / Yet 
t f i e y r n a k e s^nse, As : p i t c h e r Dave Rjoberts o f the, 

( Houston, As t tos , puts i t , at c iv ic groups; af id schools 
" J p f o b a b i y t have a rnp're d r a m a t i c i m p a c t that? 

Ji—^ ': imir rstepsv 

Editor: 
f 

kochi -ester. 

Please consider all "of these 
factors when discussing the 
closingXpf any obstetrical unit in 
Rochester. 

•Virginia T. Shea, chairperson 
Nursing-Department 

Monroe Community Hospital 

r 
Community 

:. Necessity 

ditor: 

We are writing, to let you know 
that jwe are hoping that you will 
do whatever yoju can to help in 
keeping St. Mary's obstetrics 
department open. We feel that it 
would be a great loss to our 
community if this facility were to 
close. • ' | • 

• • • , • 

OiiiTownsix'children were born 
there; The care was excellent and 
we would like to see that same 
kindtof care available to others in 
the years to &pTrie. We feel that 
St. Mary's has advantages -that 
canrjiot to be duplicated 
elsewhere. ' • 

Joseph and Ann DeFazio 
3080 Clover St. 

l>ittsford,NX14534 
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Bishop Jriseph L. Hogan > 
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Generial Manager. 
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ers Baxm $t. Mary's 
As a nurse educator, I strongly 

support St. Mary rs posit ion 
against closing any obstetrical 
unit J in the Rochester area. 
Maternity, nursing is a basic, 
course in all: programs preparing-
nurses for practice. At present, all 
of MS in education are having 
some d i f f icu l ty obtaining • 
adequate plinical experience in 
rriaternityj nursing. One less 
obstetrical unit inthe area would 
seriously [alter the quality, of• 
existing educational programs.. 

Lest I be accused of having a 
self-serving motive for supporting 
St. Ma.ry/s posi t ion , I Wish t o 
stress sbme of the other issues: 

*an: agency responsible for 
delivering about 1200 infants 
annually is providing an im
portant service to the com
munity. 

• *wljiat effect on the quality of 
care would be the outcome if 
existing agencies assumed the. 
responsibility for this number of 
additional deliveries?* ] 

*in these inflationary times can 
,we possibly Ignore the cost 
factor? 

' I '• ' ^ 
*the.national.trend to bring the 

delivery of all health care closer 
geographically to the consumer 
woulcl be grbssly affected by the 
closing of the only obstetrical 
unit on the! west side < of 

Inn&r 
Servic^ 
Editor: 

We're 
of the obstetrical! 
Mary's 
good job" of 
people and 
continue th 

opposed to the closing 
unit at ' St. 

Hospital. They are doingj a 
"sjrvingtne inner city 
should ibe allowed to 

fine; work. l e r 

Mr., arid Mrs;. Fred Pompeii 
and.familly 

276 Dartmouth St. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14607 

Superb Start 
Commended, 
Editor: 

writihg in regard to the 
ion Health Planning 

decision to close one or 
obstetr cal units in Monroe 

erely hope that St. 
be one of the uniits 

:losed. * 

I am 
Genesee Reg 
•Ccjuncil's 
more ot 
County. 
Mary's will 
that will be 

sin: 
net 

t i e ; 
As a 

stetrics and 
(can honestly 
at St. Mary's 
nurses arid 
genuine feel 
and understahd 

recei\ e 
The start 

babies 
superb. I sinc£n 
will be made 
open at this 

No OB 
Should 
Editor: 

The Board 
Genesee, Reg 
Council has 
closing of one 
units in Monroe 
1975, and 
committee 
responsibil l 
which units 
the units 
the Council 
Mary's Hospital 

, unc er 

\ In these 
recession it 

~to remove 
from the consj 
the lowest 

former pktient 'in oh-
gyri^cology uniits 

say there is present 
-from the doctors, 
the entire* staff a 
ng of compassion 

ing. 

that • mothers and 
at, St; Marys is 

ely hope all effqrts 
to keep these uniits 
fine hospital. 

Mrs. Peter Saraceno 
171FairgateSt. 

Rochester,' N.Y. 14606 

Unit 
Close 

of Directors of'ithe 
on Health Planning 
recommended the 
or more obstetrical 

County by April, 
clelegated tq a 

the Council ithe 
for determing" 

should close. One of 
consideration by 

to be closed is St. 

maternity among the. f ive 
Rochester area hospitals offering 
maternity services. Closing St. 
Mary's would mean that ob
stetrical patients would have to 
pay considerably more for^care at 
certain other hospitals in the 
cornmunity. '• 

A survey of obstetrical patients 
who delivered at St. Mary's 
during the past two years shows-
that 64 percent live in the inner 
city neighborhoods immediately 
surrounding the hospital and that 
about 10 per cent, are .clinic 
patients. The Board 6f.T3rect6rs 
of' the Genesee Region Health 
Planning Council wil l be forcing 
the innercity residents to utilize 
the hospitals in the outlying 
areas. St. Mary's is-the only 
hospital offer ing obstetr ical 
services in the western quadrant 
of Monroe County, Poor weathe'r, 
heavy traffic, and bridge closings 
can prevent patients from Gates, 
Chi l i , Greece/ .ar id western, 
sections of the. county from 
reaching other .Rochester 
hospitals in time. 

St. Marys is the only hospital 
between Syracuse and Buffalo 
that offers the alternative of a 
religious sponsored obstetrical' 
unit to patients, and the right to 
give-birth in a hospital that does 
not perform elective abortions. If 

, StiiMary's obstetrical department. 
w^reto close> it would mean that 
citizens wtiuld no'longer have the 
right to an alternative of a 
religious sponsored obstetrical 
urtiti 

It should be noted that, the 
Medical Society of Monroe 
County has disagreed with the 

'recommendations of the council. 
Based on the information 
currently available, We do not 
believe that the closing of any 
obstetrical unity in Rochester can 
be justified? 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard. Galpin 
39 Newton Road 
Rochester 14626 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Harris 
52 Newton Road 
Rochester 14626 

More Letters 
Oft Page 5 

has 
cf 
fly 

days of .inflation and 
coesn't seem logical 
i n , item of savings 
umer| St. Mary's has 
ber diem rate for 

tetters intended •. for 
publication must be addressed 

- to Opinion, Courier-Journal, 67 
! Chestnut St., Rochester; N.Y. 
14604. 

- : ' • / 

They should be no longer 
than 1 1/2 pages, typed 
double-spaced, with names 
and addresses. The paper 
reserves the right to edit all 

/letters. 
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