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As I wrlte this column two Sundays of

--this -Lent have already passed "And” the

themes of both Sunday liturgies have assured

path to glory — that Cross’

ttiﬂat instant salvation is a
hprrtble hoax. .

’ Sad to say, we need to
'hlear this message| again
and again until we| come
40 a full realization that
the Lord really meant it
'vyhen He said: “If anyone
will come after Me, let
"him deny himself, take up
his cross and follo\/v me.

m— He who does not take up
his cross and follow Me,” cannot be My
~drsc1ple

[ : . : .

-Thé great grace of Lent is that it
challenges us w:]&h this very unpopular
message. Nothing lin Us. that is of flesh in-
clines us-to-welcome it, for our bodies cry out
for painless experience. Moreover, we. are
constantly deluged with Madison' Avenue

" appeals for discipleship to the ‘good life’ —

which, translated, means personal comfort,
pain~free existence, - instant success, and
miracle drugs possessing a power to get
results while bypassmg tradltronal ascetical
practices. . J

| have wrtnessq‘d another Ash Wednesdg{y
with the usual crowds seemingly fmdrﬁﬁ
some assurance ] in instant redemptior
through a smudge of ashes — surely the most
ugly of hoaxes. | have no doubt the same
ones will return on Palm Sunday wavmg

Vatlcan Handled K ueng Case Mo '

us that' there is ng éasy

. must precede Crown and .

Y

he C ost

Jerusalem, and re
that -Christ the Victor knows some day that -
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hke p
dturn -on Easter to be sure

branches

their bet on Him: {Scripture
lot with the Lotrd.”)

L

In 1966, Pope| Paul decided: that a time

had come to warn the bargain.hunters of the

- Christian Community that Lent meant much
“more than-an |
. external signs of penance. The Pharisees had
"such a mentality

B.M. computerization of

‘ (cf.” the Gospel of Ash
Wednesday) And the Lord pulled no pun-
ches in His condemnation of therrr “We must’
approach the ngdom of Christ through
“and only’in this wdy
which means-a’change of heart can we enter
into the spirit of Lent. This renewal involves a
painful change whereby we begm to think,
judge and arrange our lives under -the im-,
pulse of that holiness and charity of God~
which have been’imparted to us in His Son.”

The liturgies of the first two Sundays of .
f the validity of the Holy
Father’s messagg The first Sunday began
with-a passage from the Book of Genesis.
And.the theme was this: _

At the beginning of the Bible there is a-
garden with two special trees growing within
it: the tree of knowledge of good and evil,
and the tree of life. At the end of the Bible..
{the Book of the pocalypse) there is. another
garden with a trde ‘growing in rt the tree of
life..And between the two. is a desert and a
tree in the form of a cross. Whlch is to say,
thejonly way for me to journey from the first
to the second -gatden is through a vast desert
a /cress. The Gospel presented th\e
tem ptatlons offered to Christ. And the lesson
is t1|s < the way of God. is the way of suf—~

-~ power. Lent cha

g“)._ the way that

e

%not understand |

| road and bypass | the pain of- gllgnmage

. costly grace. | p[ay that:such a grace v
- Ours. - N o
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fDlSClpleshlp

: s i
fering love, not the way of'matetial comfforts
nor of personal reputation, nori of domiinant
lenges us-to opt elther for
“our own created paradise ./of personal
comfort or to follow the Lord!Jesus —
way that leads through the désert-to a icross
chooses life over'death.
-And the liturgy of-the second Sunday of
- Lent with the Cospel of the Transfiguration
-has 'the same message. Six days .after the
“confession of Peter at Caesarea'Philiipi in the
-Messianic Mis‘sioin of Christ {(obviously he did
fully), Jesus- takes [Peter,
James and John up Mt. T4 thor to bé alonke. For
a moment, jesus- allows them to behold His
1 glory. Like all of us tempted to walk the

Peter
responded’ (the, quotes are; a ' pefsonal
" translation Wthh 1.am sure,, capture the
mind of Peter) — “Lord, we've got a|good
“thing going for us. Let us samp. right {here.
Let's pitch our! tents “and- tabernacie on
Mount Pleasanti;” : 1{ :

And, suddenly, the vision of a perpf,tual

" Easter vamshed And the Lord appeared in

the stark realltyl of -His ‘humanity. And His
message, practréally translated, was thjis:
have harsh news for you, Peter We have to
come off the mlountaintop and walk down
the road to the{world of reality. There is a
long road "ahead of us. It
pllgrimage ‘up |to j‘ efusalem’ to another
mountain calle Calvary. And- the Son of
Man must suffer and die before He liberates
His Easter spmtr of }py upon the world.”-

It is the gra{:e of Lent to bring s
deeper apprec}latlon tof- the ' pain of*
pilgrimage, of th‘e cost of discipleship and of
rll be

erately’

the

is a ppinful -
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- Vatican City [RNS] — Ob-
' servers in Rome and in Germany

4 . consider the Vatican’s resolution
3 ' of the case of
. ) Swiss-born :
e gweologlan ‘Hans
. ueng - as
A -News 205 -
moderate.

- Analyms
It introduces a

“new style” —in

the procedures

‘ . _of - the top
* doctrinal watchdog,  the
_Congregation for the Doctrine of
“the Faith.

> : In.a statement approved by
LI .Pope Paul and released Feb. 20,

‘ the congregation cited only three.

-+ _positions . (“for now”) taken by
“Father Kueng, which it declared

: to be in contradiction with the

) teaching of the .Church.

It admomshed him not to teach

- such doctrines in the -future,
. reminding him “that the ec-

i clesiastical authority had con-
', - fided to ‘him the chargé of
- )teachmg sacred theology in- the

t

f
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- . Tuebmgen, West Germany -
| -.  [RNS] — -Swiss theologian Hans
| Kueng has icalled/ a Vatican
i\ - censuré of -him “a pubhc ad-
i ' mission” of the “filure” of its

“secret mqunsrtorlab proceedings

‘ ainst me." : .

By Fr. RobertA Graham -

spirit of the ‘teaching of the
Church, and not in the spirit of

opinions that undermine or put
into questlon these teachings.

However contrary to practice
in other recent cases, Father

Kueng was neither condemned .

not dlsc1pl|ned himself.

His ”Canonlcal Mission”#*was -
not withdrawn, nor was he asked“

to retract his opinions.

" This ~unexpectedly. restrained .
_reaction by the Holy See to the

-controversial writirigs of Father

" Kueng, who is on ‘the theological
- faculty of the State University of .

Tuebingen in- Land Wuert-
temberg-Bande, is attributed to
the strong intefvention of the
German, and also Austrian,

bishops. They are said to have-
convinced the Holy Father to .
adopt the procedure eventually
followed.

if the handling of Father Kueng
personally was  restrained, - the
doctrinal position was firm ‘and
represented an affirmation by the,
Congregation of its right and duty

to defend Catholic doctrines. The
-new Vatrcan document re;ected

| Kueng %ees Ce

“with ‘the a prov al of Pope Paul
asserted that' some of Father

. Kuengs theological | ‘opinjens.

were “opposed to the doctrine of.
the Catholic Church which ou'ghtt
to be held:by all the farthfu 7 It
admonished him “not to contlnue

_to_teach such_opinions.”

Father Kueng, a professor at the
fEcumemcal Tnstitute = of
- University of ~Tuebingen, was
., replying in ‘a statement to a_
-=dec|arat|on lssued Feb. 20 by the
- -Vatican Congreiat:on for. the
. - Doctrine_of Faith, ithe suf reme
o " tribunal .on matt rs) of faith
-~ - “morals,. ,Wthh as been m-_
\ vestrgatmg 1the controversnal_q
theooglan for more than five

%tolerate “bem%‘

‘was prepared
: rewew' CI’ItIC

In his statement, the 47-year-
old theologian said ‘he- would not _
prevented from
eologlcal servuce

pursum my--{

to-my ellow man.’

He added however ﬂT at he

! reand agam to;
l_‘a%)oth ttl‘we method..

" Kueng d

as contradicting the teachmg of
the First|and Second Vatican
Councils, [the opinion aceording .

* to which jthe dogma of faith in"
" the infallibility of .the Church is

cast into doubt or reduced to a.

- kind of basic “indefectibility” of

the Church in truth, that is, en-
visaging the possublhty of error on
the part of the Chutch, on tenets =
that the Church teaching
authority holds definitively. . -

The sec%ond position of ‘Father
Kueng . which ¢éame under
critigism and was also declared in

contradiction Wlth the teachmg _sdeclaration of Father

of the Church in his opinion on
the teaching authonty ‘of the
Church (the Magisterium). Father .

s not, acéordlng to the
congregations’ view, adhere to _
the | gendine concept of the =
authentic teaching authority
acc rdmd to which the ibishops
are] in the Church, authentic
teachers, jthat is, teachers en-
dowed with the . .authority of
Chriist, who preach to the people
corhmitted them the faith they
must belleve and’ put into

. The th| d of the pomts which

- thT congregation lrmrtedntself to

nsure Admlssmn of Fallure | i

"Christ throu ugh

ert for bishops partrcrpatmg in

" Second Vatican - Councsl,
used on opinions expressed in
of his -books, “The Chur_ch”
“Infallible?: An Inquiry.”

eX %

ilar, of papal mfalllblllty

~he-. rdoctnne of pag “in-
ity, “defined” by the First
7 -Council in 1870 and ~
confirmed” by Vatican;H in its
gmatic Constltutlom ‘on the |
Church”|(1964) holds that the
e, cannot—err or teach efror

l speaks ”ex cathedra”
ne” of - S?: Peter),
ipreme shepherd’
achier of al[ the falthful "

in declaring mcompatlblhty wrth

Catholic teachmg concerned *
Father Kueng's view that a

baptized person, though not

ordained could, in cases of

necessity,- consecrate . the

Eucharjst. This, said the Vatican

organ, was already -condemned

by the Fourth Latern Council and.
- also. by Vatican Il

These views were expressed in
two books. of the Tuebingen
theologian, “The - Church” and
”lnfallrbrllty? An Inquiry.”. No
mention was made in the
Kueng's
most recent” book, regarded as .
equally controversnal “To Be A
Christian.” . ' : ~

The declaration does not,
" however, affect only the author.
The congregatlon laid upon the
bishops” of Germany and
elsewhere, if indicated, the duty
to see that the Sald opinions are
_not sustained . in theological
facultles seminaries, or institutes
for rehglous or sacerdotal for-
matxon

sa

1 The congregation and. es

profess farthfuihy the doctljme of

“Church on these problems
and to expound them to athers.”
Theologians were urged 'to
deepen and clarify the mystery of

| the Church and other mysteries of

faith in obedience, to that.same
faith'and to the true edlflcatlon

of thé Church.: ‘

"The declaratlon sai) nthe
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, “ends, for the moment,

thlS problems”

| -Will it prove enough in the
ilong run, for ‘the ™authentic
|teachers ” simply to admonish
the contreversra] writer ‘and
- professor not to teach the’
aforesaid . doctrines any. longer?
ially
the German and Austrian brshops
are hoping that the ‘un-
precendentéd restraint of the
Holy See will help towards a
. calming and a clarrflcatlon of the .
-atmosphere. -

" The Pope is evndently ready-to
take the gamble in the interest of-

It said, ”Prrests preachers of

the Gospel teachers and
catechists, have the duty to

and‘proclaims by a definitive act
some doctrine of faith or morals v

Father Kueng, using scriptural, '
thistorical, and ph!losophlca(
arguments, has’ contended. fhat "
the' concept of - proposmonal
mfalllblllty is “meaningless.”,
_“How, you prove .that you .
‘are. mfalhble,” he has argued.’
“You must already be mfalhble to-
do that.”.

“Since, he believes, s some Popes .
and General Councils i1 the past,
havetaught conflicting ddctrines,
‘he “has 'urged all’ Christian
Churches. to adopt a breader -

..concept. -of “indefectibility” —

the convrct|09 4nspired by faith,
that the ‘Holy'Spirit will preserve

the essential saving truth of fesus
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* theology, of members o:)?e faity,

.beace in the Church, while trying
not to be remiss in his duty as
custodran of orthodoxy. + .

!
i
3
1

"the Church~
the errors| of: in-

“despite all t
of professors of

-dividuals, *

but also of pastors, of
and indeed also of; Po

&'

ishops,
”

The Congregatlon for the
Doctrine of the Faith, in‘its Feb.
20 declaration, said: “The ;opinion
4(of Father Kueng) which| doubts
the very dogma of the. mfalhbrllty

. of the Church-.

\MZICh the
Church magnsternum aching
,authority) teaches ‘us = in a
- definitive manner —
contradicts the doctrine| defir
by Vatican |’ and confu.

Vatican I1.” ™ ‘

by

to|believe, .

glory -

to a
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the action of the g:ongregatmn on . |
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