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TEhiel Eucharist: 
^r i ip^y Sacrament 
Of I jftefeonciliatioA 

/ W e 
•tides 
Church 

fourth ijn a series 
By the Diocesan 

Liturgy Commission 

are spea king in- tjiese ar 
hbout reconci l iat ion in tl 

commun 

. W e 
reconciliation 
isolated act ivi ty 
' I fe jbu t constitutes thd. very heart 

Have seen that 
is not some 
in the Church's 

t l i fe. The! Church exists to of tha 
create 
and of peop le w i t h God 
Reconcil iat ion is a process that is 
cont inuous in the l ifei of the 
CHurc i and in the] life, of her 
members, tt car not, therefore, be 
res t r i c ted s i m p l y to . , t h e 
s a c r a n e n t a l Ac t i v i t y | t ha t is 
prope - t o the sajcrameht of 
Penarce. j ••, j 

Ind sed, wheri we th ink of sac­
ramental reconci l iat ion! in ' t h e 
Church, we should th ink first, not 
of Pe iance, but of the Euchatfst. 
For the Eucharist is thej primary 
sacra nent of recoftci l iat ion: It 
has always been the teaching of 
the Church that sins, are! forgiven 
in the offering o f the Eiiichafistic 
Sacrifice. Indeed, for the first 800 
years in the Chufch'sj . history, 
Penaice could be received only 
once in a l i fet ime. It j.was the 
sacrament for the forgiveness of 
serious and publ ic sins. For these 

. 800 -years and for a gojod whi le 
longer, the Eucharist ]was -the 
normal channel for the remission 
of- venial sins. I 

Mciny moral theologians today 
suggest that mortal sin js_a fair ly 

rare occurrence in f\e l i fe of 
Christians w h o are/ sincerely 
striving to do God's vyill. If this is 
true, i t highlights t h ^ eff icacy of 
the Eucharist, as the primary 
Sacrament . of rec/or rc ihat ion. 
Some might ask thef question: " I f 
,t'he Eucharist is | the pr imary 
sacrameftt for the forgiveness of 
srns, why do vj/e need t h e . 
Sagrament of. Penance at al l?" 

JV- •• 
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CROSSROADS 
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Coiirier Winsj 
In skaiewide Contest 

The 
awarded 
excel len 
York 

- announced 

on among people O n e a n s w e r . / i s t h a t t h e 
~ ' Sacrarnent of Penance gives a 

density and an isitensification to 
the reconcil iat ion effected and 
experienced in tt ie Eucharist. The 
Euchar.istv r econc i l es ; t h e 
sacrament^ off Penance c o n ­
centrates on / the process of 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . I t makes i t 
possible for u l . t o celebrate in a 
unique and /personal way the 
forgiveness o f the Father and our 
repentance. / \ 

- When wef celebrate God's 
forgiveness and our repe*htance in 
•the sacramejit of Penance or in 

the Eucharist, w e celebrate" them 
as realities already present W e 
come to God 1 in a . spirit o f . 

' repentance. But £ve do not come 
merely w i th the hope that we 
may be forgiven; rather, we come 
wi th the assurance that God, l ike 
the father of the Prodigal son, is 
eager to forgive us our sins. W e 
have no doubt o f Hjs merey; we 
do our -best to respond in 
repentance. 

In the Sacrament .of Penance 
we celebrate the reconcil iat ion 
that is' effected by , our ac­
ceptance in repentance of the 
forgiveness of our Father. The 
Sacrament o f Penance Js 
therefore an important encounter 
w i th Jesus in the l ife of- the 
Christian. It .intensifies our ex­
pe r ience o f a process o f 
reconcil iat ion that takes place in 
the Eucharist and that is a 
c o n t i n u o u s , r ea l i t y i n t h e 
Christian, lifer 

Courier^lournal has _been 
first prize for genera 

fo r 1974' by the New. 
Association, i t was 
last week in Albany. 

i cp 
Press 

General 
category 
-sponsored 
members ' 
secular 
the state 
one- df 
publications 
along^vi 
ville* 

excellence is the" prime 
in the annual contest 

by the NYPA whose 
h ip i nc ludes w e e k l y 

riewspapers from across 
The Courier-Journal is 

three ' Catholic 
that, are members 

the Buffalo and Rock-
Cenjtre newspapers. 

^h 

Fr. Gibbons 
Continued from Page 1 

language.' He taught at St. An 
drew's.for/.18 years, at high school 
and junior college levels. When 
the m i n o r semina ry was 
d i s c o n t i n u e d , he j o i n e d t h e 
faculty /of ?its successor, Kings. 
Preparatory School. He holds a 
master's degree in the classics. 

Rdch.esterian, f rom Holy Rosary 
parish. He wa& prdainea June.6,v 

1942, f rom St. Bernard's Seminary 
and served as Janj assistant at.St. 
Monica's, then at St# Ann's in 
Hornel l , unt i l 1949. Whi le at St. 

v Ann's, he taught!-medical ethics 
and Christian formation in the St. 
James Mercy Hospital nursing 
school. He helped ou t weekends 
at many area parishes during his 
'years at St. Andrew's.! 

Co n s 'dprat ions in the general 
exce l l ence award are news, 
c o n t e n t , m a k e u p and - a p : , ; 

pearancel feature stories, special , 
columns,|editortal page, letters to 
edi tor , , c a r t o o n , p h o t o g r a p h y , 
advertising ( including makeup or* 
ads and ratio of ads to news), and 
print ing quality., 

The judges in making the 
award sa id , " W h i l e t h e 
spec ia l i zed aud ience and 
religious news coverage for the 
Courier-Journal makes its task 
di f f icul t , this paper presents an 
a t t r a c t i v e , i n te res t i ng c o m ­
b i n a t i o n o f news, e d i t o r i a l s , 
features and photos." 

"New: 
organize^ 
shor t ' 
bonus 
in this 
"Fea tu 
centerfolds, 
photos 
feature 
copy 

stor ies are w e l l 
and concise, w i th good 

and short graphs — a 
found in most papers 

the judges said, 
espec ia l l y in t h e 

, blend copy and 
we l l , and the use of 
pictures w i th capt ion-

is a good idea. , 

leails 
nd>t 
category,' 
J res 

; .'"The , paper rates high in 
communi ty service-as il lustrated 
by. i ts extensive survey of po l i t i ­
c a l ^ c a n d i d a t e s ; r e g a r d i n g ' 
decriminal izat ion d f mari juana 
use.' / a n d possess ion, and 
liberalized abort ion latos," the 
judges said. • ' 

"Editorials] are localized and 
relevant,' w i th other Heditorial 
comment suppl ied b y ; a good 
•crop ' o f letters' f r o m i readers. 
Layout ,"headI ine and | pr int ing 
q u a l i t y a r e e x c e l l e n t , " t h e y 
concluded. 

Though theiCourier-'jOurnal has 
w o n f i r s t p r izes in o the r 
ca tegor ies in t h e s ta tew ide 
contest, this is the f irst t ime i t has 
captured the general excellence 
award. 

Anthonyy J. Costello, general 
manager^ said "The award for 
general excellence is especially 
gratifying because i t covers every 
phase of newspaper work. Thus 
the award belongs to each and 
every member of the staff." 

POOR MAN'S SUPPER. 

Dansville — In keeping w i t h 
the Lenten practice "of sending 
alms' to the poor, the Liturgy 
Committee o f St. Mary's w i t h Pat 
Connors as chairman is spon­
soring: a Poor Man's Supper each 
Wednesday at.6 p.m. w i th a meal 
consisting of Soup, bread and 
coffee which is prepared by Our 
Ladies G u i l d , ' w i t h M o n i c a 
M a l o n e and Lor ra ine W i c k s 
making the soup. 
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