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Father

“been invited to conduct a retreat for men |
who by every expectation should have been
highly motivated ‘and filled with excrtement
about their ordination to ‘priestly service.
Instead, he found tired men, paralyzed in|
mind and heart, vi¢tims of the passion of|.
resentment, fllled with negative criticism of
their seminary days, devoid of hope for the

days ahead, and far from

derstanding of ‘the - -eucharistic life of daily
gratltude which: alone cduld free them from
their Selfishness and enable them to live their|
vocation enthusrastlcally as men for others?

| find this condition all too prevalent in
the Church today. S6 many of us who are
called in varying degrees by our Christian
vocation to be people who can share our love
and concern for the hopes and anxieties ofr

U S. BlshOps Commlttee Offers Statement'
On the Cathollc Charismatic Re

By uUsS. Cathollc Conference -

Washington ¢ — The U.s.
Bishops’ Committee for Pastoral
Research and Practices, in a
statement on? the Catholrc
Charismatic_ Renewal, declared,
“We encourage: those who

" already belong and we support |

the positive and desirable
directions of the chansmatrc

re ewal.” .

Observmg that the chansmatrc
renewal cannot;be productive “in
isolation,” the statement calls for
continuing cpntact between
leaders and members of the
“movement with bishaps and
pastors, and the full integration of
charismatic groups into the
structures of parish life.

It recomme ds sustarnmg a -

'climate of mutlal understandmil
truist and communication throug

the appointment of diocesan
liaison persons who can keep
current with developments in the

- and keep the brshops informed.

the
charismatic m vement “Because
of his unique Tole and ' the
charisém of sacred ordination, the
priest can most effectively relate
the work of the renewal to- the
total life of the Church and in this.
way fulfill his| own special-func-
tioh of coordinator of the-gifts of
the Spirit,” the document says.

Expressmg he hope that the
“truly sitive values of the

chiarismatic renewal will prevail,”

the Pastoral Research Practices
Committee algo drew attention in
the statement to dangers and
‘ undeSlrable features”” whic
.appear in slome charismdtic
groups, as welf as to. other aspects
of the . mov
4 ”cautlon

d| Practices prepared
the - Statement- on - Catholic
-Charismatic Renewal . -
- request| of
~ference o
"~ (NCCB)

f |Catholic Brshops

~valuable for all "of us. I
“share it with you now in
- this Lerjten season which |-
«calls us|to self-evaluation
and personal renewal. oo

_manifestations of the Spirit in our

- positive and-authenticating signs,.

. Christ as Lord,”
- terest in private ‘and group prayer,

h - the| Pastoral
ent that requrre'

The rComn ittee for Pastoral .
+ Researeh an

at the‘

al Con-.
the - Nation offendisg

Ar¢hbishop Johm R.

in- |

Henri

Nouwen had

_srtuatlon

any real un-

Quinn of Oklahoma City, then
chairman of the committee,
presented the statement to the *
meeting . of. the NCCB last
November, at which time ap-
proval’ for its distribution was
given. In the interim, suggested
changes in the :document ave
been completed and - an in-
troduction and appendlx added.
The latter comprises the text of a _
recent address on the subject by
Pope Paul:

“One of the great

times has  been - the Secon

Vatican Council” the statemént

says. “Many believe also that the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal is-
another such manifestation of the

-

Where the movement is
making solid progress; it offers.
the statement says, citing such =
manifestations as “a strongly

grounded spirit of faith in Jesus
a renewed in-

a new. sense of spiritual values, a
heightened consciousness of the
Holy Spirit, “the praise of God -
and a deepening personal
commitment to Christ.”

“Many, too have Brown. |in
devotion to the Eucharist and.
partake more fruitfully in ‘the
sacramental life of the Chuich/”
the statement cantinues.

. “Reverence for the Mother of the.

Lord takes on fresh meaning and
many feel a deepeér sense of and
attachment to the Church. Things
of this kind certainly .inerit en-
coutagément: and do reflect the
biblical and: .church "teaching,”
Research-:: and
Praqtrces Commlttee sard

At the. same time,, the com-
mittee pointed to “sorme dangers
which continue to exist here and -
there” . and which’ cannot -be
lgnored
develop in a positive and fruitful .

y Elitism “and ‘that. kKind" of ..
biblical. fundamentallsm "which

st the authentlcatmg
credScnp Ure-and

< .

norms of

Theﬁl’aral ;

A few we‘eks ago arbrother prles,t
troduced me {to, a most recent meditation
from the heart and pen of: the gifted spiritual

: Father
‘While. written
prrmarlly for seminarians,.

Resentment/ rarely expresses
spasttc and .violent.
smoldering passion that - deteriorates. our

* circle and gives rise to drvgsronsl

Spiri’t.” ' /,irmportance even |

~ministry . of the
-responsibility for [ coordinating -

“if . the. movement is to .

M
HE]

‘

others, have drarned our energres in self- prty,,
self—defense and in brtter resentiment.

V4 t !

rage.,

.God to set us free to be creative people.

. | am ‘sure we have all experienced-the
© death that,resentment brings to people who
in any sotiety are the most vocal in their
negative criticism and offer the least to create
.a better diay, Their litany of complaints is
endless. Pardon the expression, it is ‘bitch,
‘bitch,. bitch, ‘gripe, gripe, gripe’.
" experience this destructive power ‘and the
Church does too. Résentful people drain the
vitality of any group. Vecal in their af-
firmation of all that is wrong, they are
strangely srlent about” ways to improve t;he

1
M

!

- | hope thlrs Lent will bring all of us to a
greater measure. of gratitude —
humble recognition that our life. is :not an
inalienable property to be defended but.a gift
to be shared For what have we that has not
been grven to us? Really — what have we
‘that we have not received? Which means that :

. the-only thing we can give is thanks.
indeed srgnrfrcant that” the central act of —
: Chrrstran life is’ the "Eucharist — thanksglvmg' '

teachmg of the Church are two of l
these dangers S

The former “creates a cllosed

rather than unity/ the Bishops
said, while |biblical fun-|

: damentahsm “does not do 1ustlcel

to the mrssron of the Holy Spirit;

" to bear witness to ‘all Jesus has'

L

taught

l/ > ~

Whrle it cannot be denied that
other aspects of the charismatic

|

“renewal — healing, prophecy,

praying in tongues, and the in-
terpretation of tongues — could

be genuine manifestations of the .

;Spirit, these phenomena “must be
scarefully - scrutinized and their
it genuine,
should not be. exaggerated 4

"The ch‘arismatic renewal “has .
to have a strong bond with the
total life of the Church the
statement asserted. | “This means
that .it is necessaryl to maintain
involvement in the local parish
community as a whole and to

seek out and work under .the

.guidance of the parrsh priests
“who as sharers in!the pastoral
brshop ‘Have

the overall well-being of the
parlsh

§

“Priests and brshops of course,
'have. thg Ccorrelative Trespon-
sibility’ tg develop means for
relating the charismatic renewal
to the whole hurch o the
.committee said. .

N

The statement s ggested that a.

-key element in the [future success
_of the ‘charismatic| movement is -

 the formation of l€aders who are

well grounded in the teaching of.

the Church and; m#lmderstandmg
_off bcrrpture “leaders who are
-open. to one ancther and mature
enough to share responsrbrlrty In
many’places the benefits derived
from.such leadershi are already
markedly vrsrble "5

sis of Resentment

|t5elf _ .
It is more a oy It

Famrlres

to the -

in whlch we are
'

‘away:

g By Blshop ]oseph L I-logam‘

reminded that life is’ not ,tj
" be possessed blut shared and frnally given

is thnou:h a Eucharistic
‘Eesentment ¢anbe overcome and a new way

Iy

life that

mpted byapalnful . character, that prevents us .from seeking 5§ living becomes possible. 'Resentment

 personal experience with a forgiveness and from creatmg space for - 'm;akes us cllng to our negative feelings dnd
-group of ten candidates .  God's liberating grace. When we keep ‘pievents us from being creative. Cratitude
to. be ordained | £, clinging to our''complaints as our gwn morbid * ° ‘opens us to new possibilities, new hopes-and

the' message is way of self—affnrmatron,we leave no room for ~~ .expectations. Resentment, exhausts us |by

complicated jealousies and by the drainjing
desires for revenge. Cratitude gives us rlew

of out personal l}w

calling us to be

it is
devoid of
gratrtude

charlsmatrc groups which involve
both Catholics and Christians of
other traditions,” the NCCB
committeé said. “Catholics who,
participate 'in such groups should
be mature in their faith and
committed to the principles of
Catholic belief. They shouid be
well informed of and careful to

French Nun

Vatican City [RNS] — The- first
beatification of the Holy Year was
solemnly proclaimed by Pope!
Paul on Feb. 9 when he raised to'
the honors of- the altar ‘the
foundress of the French
congregation of the Religious of)
« the Assumption, Mother Marie-
.Eugenie de" Jesus Mrlleret de
Brou )

* The congregation fourided by
Blessed Marie-Eugenie in 183
specializes in education and
social work. Today there are 1,800 .
~ members of the Paris- based
congregation, which has spread
to 30 countries around the world,
including _ Spain, Belgrum
Denmark, England, the- United .
States, Canada the Philippines,
Japan, Lebagon as. wetl as
. countries in Central and South
Amerxca and in Africa.

Representatrves of  the
congregation and pllgrlm groups
from nearly all these countries
attended the . beatification -
ceremony in St. Peter’s Basilica,

- which was conducted by Cardina]

Francois Marty, Archbrshop 0
Pans .t
. Following proclamation of th
beatification decree, Pope Paul,
speaking in French, praised th
sanctity and work of Blessed
" Marie-tugenie, who died at Parrp
m 1897 at the age of 80 !
I
Born in" Metz, northeastern
France, in 1817 Anne—Marre
Mrlleret de Brou began in ‘her
téens to work among the poor of
Paris. She.was ;ustf
founded the Rellgjro

. of the
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" The grateful heart sees the Euchanst
as an isolated event in every day or week,
as an expressron of life, ds a gift of God ini
jesus C“lwrrstanyrtrng us to unending gratityde.’
it is only when we enter this eucharistic
that we can begin to let our resentments go and
stretch-out our arms to Him-who sets us free —
‘free to be obedrﬁ ‘i

free to serve others not as a burden bu{_
manifestation of our own gratltude

‘ecumenical activity.” ¢

Beatified
In Holy Year Rite

.+ honor, goodness and zea|.

. in this way, the pontiff

22 when. she

-vitality — allows us to desire God as the Lprd
istory who forms and- shapes
us day by day and makes us maqre recepfive
to Him and to His people. The resentful héart
leaves no ‘room . for the Spirit, because i
filled with worries,
_thoughts and suspicions.

-1
revengeful

_jealousies,

not

but

life:

nt to{ His Spirit in us lever
ore than we are now —ji and
s a

) May this Lent bring ustpa de’epe'r awareness
- of our common mission to be Eucharistic people
resentment and fllled

with

Ilewal

follow the Church’s gurdelmes for -

“To the members off the
movement, to‘pastors and jto all
the* faithful of Christ, we {com-
mend the words of Scrrpture we
take as our own guiding light: ‘Do
not stifle the Spirit . ...~

umption, dedicated primarily
t© the education of girls. | .
Referring to: tlus goal of the
congregation, ‘the -Pope said it
was a noble effort 'to develop in
girls and young women| “sim-

. plicity, humility,. righteousness, .

courage, a spirit of sacrifice,

»”

"Strong characters developed”

“will not be swept aside |by the.
changing moods of the times or
by the whrm of romanticism or by

passion.”
Then, addressing his remarks to

* the young people present the

Pope urged "them to “heed the
voice of the Lord callrng new
laborers to work in His vineyard’
by consecrating themselves to
“the immense task of
evangelrzatron in the- rnodern
world.”

‘Later, Speakmg to the
thousands gathered in St. Peter’s
Square “for, his weekly - Sunday-
noon homily and blessmg Pope
Paul renewed: his 'expressions: of
esteem of the newly-proclaimed
Blessed

’Once agam ” "he said,
Church is called upon to honor a

" great. yvoman of srngular religious

vrrtues ;« : ‘

‘He prarsed Blessed Mane—
Fugenie ias ,not " merely “an
educationist of¢lreal talent;” but
also, and especrally, “as a woman
'who dedicated her full and holy

added, .

-
“the

|

~ lifetoa doubl e program: tQ adore -

and to educate
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