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few w.e*eks ago a,(.brother priest in -
ced me jjtoi a most, recent med i t a t i on 
the heart '&nd pen of : the gi f ted spir i tual 

w r i t e r . F a t h e r H e n r i 
Nouwe f i i W h i l e , w r i t t en 
pr imar i l y fo r seminar ians, 
and p romp ted by a pa in fu l 
personal exper ience w i t h a 
group of ten candidates 
s o o n t o be o r d a i n e d 
priests, the message is 
valuable for all 'o f us. I 
share i t w i t h you now in 
this Lenten season w h i c h 
calls us t o se l f -evaiuat ion 
and personal renewal . 

Father N o u w e n had 
been inv i t ed to. c o n d u c t a retreat for m e n 
w h o by every expecta t ion s h o u l d h a v e been 
h igh ly m o t i v a t e d and f i l l ed w i t h exc i tement 
abou t the i r ordin.at ion t o pr iest ly serv-ice. 
Instead, he f o u n d t i red m e n , pa ra l yzed in 
m i n d and heart , v i c t ims o f the passion of 
resentment , f i l l ed w i t h negat ive c r i t i c ism of 
the i r seminary days, devo id of hope for t he 
days ahead, and <far f r om any real u n 
ders tand ing of : t h e e u c l | a r i s t i c l i fe of da i ly 
g ra t i tude w h i c h : a l o n e cdruld free t h e m . f r o m 
thei r selfishness and enable t hem to l ive the i r 
voca t i on enthus iast ica l ly as men for othersf. 

I f i n d th'Cs cond i t i on al l t oo preva lent in 
the Church today . So many of us w h o are 
cal led in va ry ing degrees by our Chr is t ian 
voca t i on to be peop le w h o can sha reou r love 
a n d c o n c e r n for the hopes and anxiet ies pf 

o thers , have d ra ined our energies in se l f -p i ty , 
sel f-defense, and in b i t te r resentment . 

/ • i i 

Resentment 7 rarely "expresses itself . in 
spastTc and v i o l e n t , rage.. It is m o r e a 
smo lde r ing passion t h a t deter iorates our 
character , tha t prevents us . f rom seeking 
forgiveness and f r om creat ing space for 
God's l ibera t ing grace. W h e n we keep 
cl inging to our'"complaints as our own morb id 
way o f sel f -af f i i rmat ibn, w e leave no r o o m for 

. G o d to set us f ree to be c reat ive peop le . 

I am sure w e . h a v e al l exper iencecKthe 
death tha t , resen tmen t brings to peop le w h o 
in any soc ie ty are t he most voca l in the i r 
negative cr i t ic ism and erffer the least to create 
a bet ter d1ay: Thei r l i tany o f comp la in t s is 
endless. Pardon the expression, i t is ' b i t c h , 
bitch,- b i t ch , ' 'g r ipe, gr ipe, gr ipe ' . Famil ies 
exper ience this des t ruc t ive power and . the 
Church does:, too - Resent fu l peopfe dra in t he 
v i ta l i t y of a n y . g roup . Voca l m the i r af
f i r m a t i o n o f al l t ha t is w r o n g , they | r e 
strangely siljent abou t ways to improve tjhe 
s i tua t ion . " | , i : 

I hope th|is4Lent w i l l b r ing al l of us t o a 
greater measure , o f g ra t j tude — to the 
h u m b l e . recogn i t ion tha t our l i fe is no t an 
ina l ienab le p rope r t y t o be de fended bu t a g i f t 
t o be shared. For what have we that has no l 
been g iven to us? Real ly — w h a t have- w e 
tha t w e have not received? W h i c h means tha t 
the>only thing* w e can give is thanks . It is 
indeed s ign i f i can t tha t the centra l act of 
Christian l i fe is the Eucharist — thanksgiving 
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i n w h i c h w e ar4 rem inded t ha t l i fe is n o t 
be possessed bu t shared and f i na l l y g i \ 
away. 

It is t h j o u g h a Euchar ist ic l i fe t h a t 
"f»esentment clanibe o v e r c o m e and a new w a y 
c l | l i v i ng becomes possible. ^Resentment 

'rnjakes us ,c l i ng t o ou r negat ive feedings and 
•prevents us f r om be ing c reat ive . G ra t i t ude 
opejris us t o new poss ib i l i t ies , new hppes-and 
expecta t ions. Reseptment . exhausts us | b y 
c o m p l i c a t e d jealousies and by t he d r a i n i n g 
desires for revenge. G ra t i t ude gives us new 
v i ta l i t y — a l lows us to desire G o d as the Lord 
of our personal h is tory w h o fo rms and shapes 
us day by day and makes us mc>re recep t i ve 
to H i m and to Hjs peop le . The resent fu l heart 
leaves no room1 for the Spir i t , because i t - is 
f i l l ed w i t h wor r ies , jealousies., revengefu l 
thoughts' and suspic ions, i 

The gra te fu l hear t sees the Eucharist no t 
as an iso lated event in every day or w e e k , p u t , 
as ah •expression of l i fe , as a g i f t of Goc! inj 
Jesus C n j ^ s t i q y i t i n g us t o unend ing g ra t i t i de. ' 
I t is on ly WhWn w e eater this euchar is t ic l i fe 
that we can begin to let our resentments go and 
s t re t chou t our arms to Him who sets us free — 
free t o be obedient to His Spirit in us lever 
cal l ing us t o be rrjore tf ian we are now — and 
free to serve others,) not as- a burden bu£ is a 
mani festat ion o f our own grat i tude. 

May this Lent br ing us tp a deeper awareness 
of our common'miss ion t o be Eucharistic 
— devoid of resentment and f j l jed 
grat i tude. 
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U.S. Bishops Committee Offers Statement 
On the Catholic Charismatic Renewal 

By U.S. Catholic Conference • 

W a s h i n g t o n - ^ The U.S. 
Bishops' Committee for Pastoral 
Research and Practices, in a 
statement on? the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal, declared, 
"We encourage those who 
already belong and we support 
the positive and desirable 
directions of the charismatic 
rertewal." , . 

Observing that the charismatic 
renewal cannotjbe productive "in 
isolation," the statement calls for 
cont inuing contact between 
leaders and members of the 
movement with bishops ( and 
pastors, and the) full integration of 
charismatic groups into the 
structures of parish life. 

It r,ecommeids sustaining a 
'climateof mutJal understanding, 
trust and communication through 
.the appointment of diocesan 
liaison persons who can keep 
current with developments in the 

/movement, pff sr sound guidance, 
and keep the bishops informed. 

Priests are strongly encouraged 
to take an interest in the 
charismatic movement. "Because 
of his unique "role and the 
charism of sacred ordination, the 
priest can most effectively relate 
the work of trie renewal to the 

Church and in this. 
own special-func

tion of coordinator of the-gifts of 
the Spirit," t fe document says. 

• Expressing 'he hope that the 
"truly positive values of the 
charismatic renewal will prevail," 
the Pastoral Research Practices 
Committee also drew attention in 
the statement to :"dangers and 
undesirable features" which 
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Qdin'n of Oklahoma City, then 
chairman of the committee, 
presented the statement to the 
meeting of the NCCB last 
November, at which time ap
proval for its distribution was 
given. In the interim, suggested 
changes in the document have 
been completed and • an in
troduction and appendix added. 
The latter comprises the text of a 
recent address on the subject by 
Pope Paul; -

"One of the great . 
^manifestations of the Spirit in our 
times has' been the Second" 
Vatican Council," the statement 
says. "Many believe also that the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal is ' 
another such manifestation of the 
Spirit." 

Where the movement is 
making solid progress? it offers 

• positive and-authenticating signs, 
the statement says, citing such ' 
manifestations as "a strongly 
grounded spirit of faith in Jesus 
Christ as Lord," a renewed in
terest in private and group prayer, 
a new. sense of spiritual values, a 
heightened consciousness of the 
Holy Spirit, "the praise pf God 
and a deepening! personal 
commitment to Christ." 

"Many, too, have grown*; in 
devotion to the Eucharist and 
partake more fruitfully in the 
sacramental life of the Church/' 
the statement continues. 
"Reverence for the Mother of the 
Lord takes on fresh meaning and 
many feel a deeper sense of and 
attachment to the Church. Things 
of this kind certainly merit en
couragement and do reflect the 
biblical and: church teaching," 
the Pastoral Research; and 
Practices Committee said. ' • 

teaching of the Church are two of 
these dangers." -

The former "creates a clbsed 
circle and gives rise to divisions 
rather than uni ty" the Bishops 
said, whi le bibl ical fun
damentalism "does not do justice 
to the rpission of the Holy Spiritj 
to bear witness to 'all Jesus has! 
taught.'" 
' . / ' ' . . . . j 

While it cannot be denied that 
other aspects of the charismatic 

.'renewal — healing, prophecy, 
praying in tongues, and the in
terpretation of tongues — could 
be genuine manifestations of the . 

^Spirit, these phenomena "must be 
'carefully scrutinized and their 

^importance,- even | î  genuine, 
j [should not be exaggerated." 

The charismatic renewal "has 
to have a strong bond with the 
total life" of the £hurch," the 
statement asserted.!"This means 
that.it is necessary to maintain 
involvement in the local parish 
community as a whole and to 
seek out and wonk under the 

...guidance of the parish priests 
who as sharers in! the pastoral 
ministry of the bishop .Have 
responsibility for [coordinating 
the overall well-being of the 
parish. 

"Priests and bishops, of course, 
have the correlative respon
sibility tc develop means for 
relating the charismatic renewal 
to the whole Church," the 
committee said. 

The statement su ggested! that a. 
. key element in the future success 
of the 'charismatic movement is 
the'formation of leaders who are 
well grounded in the teaching- of. 

Beatified 

charismatic groups which involve 
both Catholics and Christians of 
other t radi t ipns," the NCCB 
committee said. "Catholics wt)o; 
participate'in. such groups should 
be mature in ' their faith and 
committed to the principles of 
Catholic belief. They should be 
well informed of and careful to 

French Nun 
In Holy Year Rite 

Vatican City [RNS] - The first 
beatification of the Holy Year was 
solemnly proclaimed by Pope; 
Paul on Feb. 9 when he raised to1 

the honors of the' altar the 
foundress of the French 
congregation of the Religious of; 

• the Assumption' Mother Marie-
Eugenie de* Jesus. Milleret de 
Brou. . . • ' 

follow the Church's guidelines for 
• ecumenical activity." > I 

"To the members of the 
movement, to' pastors and to aU 
the'faithful of. Christ, we com
mend the words of Scripture we 
take as our own guiding light: 'Do 
not stifle the Spirit . ... '" ' 
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At the.same time, the com- ..... , 
mittee pointed to "sortie dangers L 6tj Scripture, "leaders who are 
which continue to exist here and 
there",'jand which' canripf;-;be 
ignored "i f . the movement is tcr 
develop in a positive and fruitful 
way! Elitism and -thdt kind''of ....-markedly" visible." . ̂  . 
biblical fundamentalism "which V ' .. / .^*-
offendjagfjnst the;aUthenti.cating~ , "An especially sensitive 
normsbf^aeredScriptureand'^he. pastoral question .concerns 

open, to one anbtne. 
enough to share responsibility. In 
manyplaces the benefits derived 
from such leadership; are already 
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The congregation founded by 
Blessed Marie-Eugenie in 1839 
specializes in education and 
social work. Today there are 1J800J 
members of the Paris-basedj 
congregation, which has spread! 
to 30 countries around the world, 
including Spain, Belgium, 
Denmark, England, the United 
States, Canada, the Philippines, 
Japan, Lebanon, as_ well as 
countries in Central "and South 
America and in Africa. 

Representatives. of the 
congregation and pilgrim groups 
from nearly all these countries 
attended the • beat i f icat ion 
ceremony in St. Peter's Basilica, 
which was conducted by Cardinal 
Francois Marty, Archbishop or 
Paris. • ' . ' f 

Following proclamation of the 
beatification decree, Pope Pau|, 
speaking in French, praised the 
sanctity and work of Blessed 
Marie-Eugenie, who died at'Panjs 
in 1897 at the age of 80. ! 

. - N . - • . i 

Born1 in Metz, northeastern 
France, in 18̂ 17, Anhe-Marije 
Milleret de Brou began, in her 
teens tb work among the poor of 
Paris. She-was just 22 when, she 
founded the Religious': .6i the 
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umption, dedicated primarily 
t>3 the education, of girls. 

Referring to; this goal pf the 
congregation, the Pope & id it 
was a noble.effort\o develop in 
girls and young worrienj "sim
plicity, humility,, righteousness, 
courage, a spirit of sacrifice, 
honor, goodness, and zea ." 

"Strong characters developed" 
in this way; t|ie pontiff added, . 
"will not be swept aside by the. 
changing moods of the times or 
by the whtm of romanticism -or by 
passion." .; 

Then, addressing his remarks to 
the young" people present, the 
Pope urged them to "heed the 
voice of the. Lord calling new 
laborers to work in His vineyard" 
by consecrating themselves to 
" the immense task of 
evangelization in the-modern 
world." " -

Later, speaking to the 
thousands gathered in St. Peter's 
Square for. his weekly Sunday-
noon homily and ^lessing, Pope 
Paul renewed his expressions; of 
esteem of the newly-proclaimed 
Blessed. -

""Once again," he said, "the 
Church is tailed upon to honor a 
great woman of singular religious 
virtues." ; • - ] 

He praised Blessed Maries. 
Eugenie las. inot merely "an 
educationist of«jreal talent;" but 
also, and especially, "as a woman 
who dedicated her full and holy 
life to a double program: to adore 
and to educate." ' ' 

ti 

- 4„ 

s^alt^ga»Vii^>.y^V 

that.it

