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Laymen Discuss Views on Ecumenism 
Last week, the Courier-Journal 

ran the first part of this two-part 
series {concerning Christian Unity 
W e e k . Severa l p e o p l e . 
r e p r e s e n t i n g d i f f e r e n t ' f a i t hs 
ta lked about ecumenism. This 
week, laymen present a t the 
discussion give. their views. 

By PEGGY PEASE 

Lay people f r o m four churches 
in Hornell reflected updn the 
discussion and-gave their views. 

Seated were DeForrest-Angell, 
United Church of Christ;: Kathy 
Johnson, First Baptist Church; 

. A n n a C lark , Park M e t h o d i s t 
(Church and Marissa Stryker, St. 
Ann's Church. 

A n g e l l : Speak ing fo r t h e 
layman, I fel l he sees def ini te 
resu l ts , t h a t is, be t te r u n -

! derstanding and more tolerance. 
, Due to the fact we have con
centrated on things we have in 
common and not our differences 
we can accomplish much more 

> rather than going our separate 
ways. • . 

Johnson: i feel my age group 
refuses t o accep t a rb i t ra ry 
standards. W e must change f rom 
the past and change' our at
titudes. , . 

Clark; The laity is in favor of 
ecumenical movement but afraid 
of losing its identity. Indiv idual 
re l i g ious be l ie fs shou ld be 
respected. We wi l l have a great 
deal .of effectiveness if we work 
together. 

Stryker: 1 see a drop in Mass 
attendance which may somewhat 
be due t o t h e e c u m e n i c a l 
movement. It seems everyone 
can identi fy w i th the Bible and 
refer to it searching for a deeper 
meaning. The Bible' can be a 
source of inspiration. 

Johnson: As Dr. Hasler said, 
let's not slip into a new form, of 
uni formi ty . Let's be uni ted b u t ; 

individual. 

- Clark: People have a renewed 
zest for solidity in these uncertain 
t imes. Therefore, study the Bible 
and f ind deeper meaning! The 

many different versions of the 
Bible are. beneficial. 

Johnson: Sometimes chaage is 
slow and perhaps made easier as 
the change starts wi tr f ; our 
chi ldren. f 

Clark: W i th the v iew to the role 
of the laity, the laity sho.u.'p be a 
support to the minister and,reach 
out to visit the sick, the lonely. 
They should welcome the new 
par ish ioners , he lp p lan the 
service and be wi l l ing t o in 
vestigate new ideas. 

Johnson: The laity begins to -
take on renewed responsibility; 
w i th an interest in -Christian 
Ministry there is a new sense of 

A n g e l l : W o r k i n g w i t h t he 
operation of the Church gives 
awareness and added respon
sibil ity. It is desirable and makes 
you grow. i 

Stryker: The laity should be 
willing'to listen and to work in 
cooperation w i th the clergy ,and 

Auburn Abortion Alternative 

'You Have a Choice 
By MARY A N N GINNEjRTY 

Auburn Correspondent 
253-2176 \ 

Auburn — "Choice is !a group 
of volunteers concerned w i th 
holdingfSut a helping hand t o the 
person w h o has or thinks she has 
a p r o b f e j n p r e g n a n c y , " sa id 
Father James C. Enright, associate 
pastor of St. Mary's a n d - " e f 
spokesman for Choice, the pro-
l i fe referral line, operat ing 2 t o 5 
p. ro^eacb week day. 

"Basically the feel ing is that if 
Christian love reaches dut, then 
the person w i th a probjiem wiH 
respond in a Christian way. 
Volunteers answering t h e phone 
avoid judgmental attitudes and 
are c o n c e r n e d w i t h m a k i n g 
known the existing counseling, 
f inancia l , and medical resources 
in t h e c o m m u n i t y jfor t h e 
pregnant gir l , " .Fatherj Enright 
said. | 

Choice emphasizes there are. 
homes and doctors w i l l ing to 
work w i th the pregnant gir l . 

• them know that someone in the 
• community really cares; -about 

them as a person," Father; Enright 
sa id . • , | 

Based on the number and types 
. of calls Choice Has received since 

it. began in June 1973, problem 
pregnancies are a crucial problem 

Jerr\ both the unmarried and ' 
„ markied) Most people who turf) to 

Choice,'do so because they don' t 
know \where else to go. ' They 
respohd . t o t h e t e l e p h o n e 
nurfiber, 252-0089, and the "you 
have a choice" slogan. 

A non-sectarian organization 
supported by contr ibut ions f rom 
the general publ ic, Choice whi le 
def ini tely pro-l i fe, is not involved 
in the pol i t ical realm, lit chose t o 

• become involved, not in debate, 
but in helping people!. 

respothsiblity in relationships 
based on moral decisions. He has 
found imuch of today's education 
in these areas stil l based on a 
moral i ty of fear w i t h ' lack o f 
communicatioi j i j a real problem 
between parents and chi ldren. 
Choice's'experience is point ing 
out that many Souths do hot feel 
this isi the kind of problem they 
can take to their parents and^ 
prefer!. to s call an anonymous 
telephone number to seek help. 

"Society saysi don' t fool around ' 
before marriage because you w i l l 
get pregnant and that will really 
hurt your parents. Todays kids 
laugh [and say their parents will 
never know;. They will have an 
abortion.[This k ind of moral i ty is 
where the problem of abortion 
really 
said. 

lies in this country," he 

Money and necessary 
can be made available 
there are people who 
says. 

services 
because' 
care, he 

"The only th ing thatj is going to 
help a person through an un
wanted pregnancy-is a Christian 
communi ty that thje woman 
knows, f rom past experience, w i l l 
love her even though she is 
pregnant. Emphasis needs to be 
on bui ld ing this k ind of com
muni ty rather than on horrendous 
attftudes," Father Eriright said. 

"Unfortunately the prbblem of Father "Enright explained the 
the unwanted pregnancy has - number o f teens casing for in-
centered on abortion in the press, formatior\,points out al lack of sex 
rather then expiring all the. -*••—«—=-*•-———---•--••-
possibilities available to he lp the 
woman. Choice has found that 
t h e p e o p l e c a l l i n g haye 
something f ixed in ; their rnind and 
you can't get a person t o change 
their minds in one phone cal l . 
Choice' directs them i to • coun- posit ive sexuality. He described 
sel ing resources and tr|es. t o let t h l s ^ m o r e t h a n anjatomy, but 

Workshop to Feature 

education in the communi ty both 
in the publ ic and! parochial 
schools. Wh i le Choice! is t ry ing to 
meet the surface problems, the 
pregnant girl or woman, , the 
deeper problem is that in 
dividuals are not educated to 

Cenacle Educator 

open 
Friday 
again. 

A Cenacle sister who has been 
Bir'ectihg retreats and catechist 
t ra in ing programs for 20 years w i l l 
give three talks at the! annual 
religious workshop a l >Watson 
Homestead, Coopers Pjains. 

Sister Rita^Anne Houl ihan w i l l 
the program at 8 p.m. 
.Feb! 28, arid w i l l speak 
at 9 a.m. and 2 p .m: 

Saturday; March 1 . | "Be Still 
and Kijiow . . ." is the title of the 
series. . .V^_ | 

. Sister Rita Anne is stat ioned at 
the Cenacle Center of Spiritual 
Renewal at Lake Ronkonkoma. 
She is a graduate of the College of 

New Rochelle and Holds two 
Master of . Arts degrees — -in 
p s y c h o l o g y , f r o m Fordham 
University, arid in theology f rom 
the ; University of San Francisco.' 
During; t i e early 1950s, she was 
attached^ t o the Cenadle Retreat 
House i n Rochester. She has 

directed studies wi th jn her order 
and has prepared many classes of 
members for vows at various 
levels. J Since 1970, she has! been 
on the! facul ty of the adv&need 
program for [adult. catechists in 
the Diocese'of Rockvi l le Centre. 

The W a t s o n . Homes tead 
weekend costs $12. The rate for 
c o m m u t e r s , w h i c h inc ludes 
lunch, is $7. Checks should be 
made payable t o ' t | i e Christian 
Formation Board and mailed to 
Judy Wardel l , 3026 .Wynwood 
Road, Big Flats, N.Y. 14814. There 
wi l l be no refunds for can
cellations received after Feb." 19. 

FOOD PROJjECT 

N e w a r k — ( The . H u m a n 
Development Cornnpittee d f St. 
Michael 's Parish has established a 
food co l l ec t i on ' on the first 
Sunday of each month. Jack 
Burgess i s c o o r d i n a t i n g t h e 
program. 

Father Enr ight . is a m o n g 
volurH?«ers w h o man t h e 
telepHpne l ine. He remarked that 
people are of ten surprised to hear 
a male voice. "Perhaps they don t 
consider that a man. should be 

. involved, but -if there is a 
pregnancy there is already a man 

. involved," he said. 

Father ' Enright stressed the 
need !to see pregnancy not as a 
femalje problem for sexuality is a 

• two-way street. And, while 
marriage- is' not the answer in 
most situations, the man involved 
often I can provide-the supportive 
understanding tha t can carry a 
girl through a pregnancy. Of
tent imes both the girl and the 
man J can be involved in t h e 

i growing experience. He feels it is 
I Choree's funct ion t o t ry and refer 
themj to the appropriate resource 
for hMp. > 

The lack of readily available 
medical services was found to be 
a problem in this area. I t is di f
ficult! for the unmarried woman 
to get an appointment w i t h a 
doctor and often payment is 
requestedin advance. Choice has 
been1 able t o arrange for girls 
wishing to br ing their baby to 
term| to be seen by doctors 

locally. ! 

Father Enright stressed that 
" the jway t o reach men, to br ing 
thern t o an understanding of 
Christian doctr ine is through a 
helping hand. The long range 

' approach tp the problem of l i fe is 
not based on law, .but on the , 
dignity of the human being based 
on a basic trust i r f the goodpess of 
man, whatever their religious or 
phi losophical or ientat ion. I t is 

f o u r job as human, beings to care 
for other human beirigs." 

O the r o f f i ce r s are M a r y 
F ranch ina , p res i den t ; A n n 

(• Murphy, vice president, and 
Marcia Walsh, ! secretary. Father 
Enright is treasurer. 

the sisters t o promote growth in 
the communi ty . The role even 
now is 'd i f ferent for the sisters -
than when. I w e n t / t o St. Ann's.. 
They are integrating themselves 
intjo the laity by. their mission 
wprk such as the help they gave 
wlj ien'we had the f lood. 

C la rk : HEM is a good 
organization to work together 
w i thout dupl icat ion. The oneness 
of the Church should be ex
pressed. God's gif t of unity is not 

LOLL'SPHARMACY 
R.C. LOLL, PHARMACIST 

PRESCRIPTIONS 

OUR M A I N BUSINESS 

Open HI 10 P.M. Daily 

903 DAVIS ST. ELMIRA 

732-6674 

just for Christians. ! If there is 
segregation by age, the less uni ty 
we wi l l f ind. 'Cooperat ion is the 
keynote. j 

Father Brown concluded by 
l a y i n g , ecumenism should mean 
jworking together witjhin our own 
groups as wel l as outwardly. The 
m o v e m e n t starts l f i rs t w i t h 

iourselves. We attain, personal 
Isalvation by slightly different 
! routes yet we know what we have 
i in common. Cooperation and 
' f idel i ty to the Gospel is where it 
; begins. I 

m yx*xrxtx<: 

I . L. ALLEN & SON 
Corn ing , N.Y^ 

Quality Furniture 

62 Bridge! St . , , 

Phone 936}8431 

;: BATHROOM-KITCHEN ~ 
i Complete bathroom and Wtc/ien remodeling 

Plumbing • Ceramic tile shower enclosures, etc.• 

r-r> * &••/ w t - i i A / N / N Member: Better 
r R A N IV V E L L A C O . Contractor Bureau 

Affiliated with Vella Ceramic Tile 
Free Estimate, 

227-2330 

- MID^ WINTER SPECIAL ! — ^ 
' • > • • • ' • , i 

Have your heating equipment 
r. \ cleaned now. . 

GAS CLEANUP I OIL CLEANUP 

$14.95 I $16.95 
(PLUST/tlX AND PARTS, IF NEEDED) \ 

— — WITH THIS AD YOU RECEIVE $1.00 DISCOUNT Of f PRICE, - { - i 

— C o m f o r t For Sale— 

ROCHESTER AUTOMATIC HEATING CORP. 
1459 LAKE AVENUE 458-2846 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

• ! QUALITY STANDARDS 
• DIGNITY IN SERVICE j 
• INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS ! 

^ 

F. H. McELWEE 
— i i 
Fune|ral!Home,lnc. 

i •' 
s * Phone 
« 39J4-2220, . 

LeoiM'Bean 
FrancislH McElwee 

200 Buffalo St.,Canandaigua, N.Y. 
90 E. Ma in St., Victor, N.Y. 

HARLOFF 
uneta 'ome 

586-5948 

ST.JEROMESl 
PARISH 

E. kpCHESTER 

B U R N S - H A N k A 
F U N E R A L H O M E 
1795 Ridge Rd. E. 467-5745 

7" 
i/ -

P a u l W. 
FUNERAL 

570Kings Hiighwav Solrth ( c ^ n e r 

SPACOUS 
PARKINC 

H a r r i s 
HOME INC. 

'- / 

Private casket selection room, 
5442041 

itus). 
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