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BY IOHANNA ]ANKOWSKI A
President, New York State ~

Rrght to Life gommrﬂee

WILL[AM P. POLITO,

New York State
Area directorand chairman of

¥

sl - Rochester Area

nght to Life: Com,mrtte_e!

Ina recent artrcle appearing in

- the Courier JJournal on Jan. 29,

"' 1975, Fathe

\ Andrew Greeley

" “so-called - >
* having around the country (like

- and riots and drscnmrnatror

Greeley -stdted” that
all Rrght to Life members who do

not agreé with his deep concern—

on such diverse dnd collateral
issues as'gun control, food crises,
-and industrial safety aré bigots,
hypocrites, fanatrcs\ and
maladjusted. i

Agreement on ‘the rssués he

“raises, rmportant as they. are, is
- not a necessary prereqursrte 'for

Hypocnsy or Reder

Iegrtrmate and unified pohtrcal

- action
protectron of unborn life.

To require Right |to Life
members to have universal
agreement on all- collateral issues
would" elimiinate the broad base
of -the grewing pro-life

movement, whose- mémbers now
include femrnrsts ecologists, war

_ veterans, anti-war- activists birth- -
control advocates, members of
a  variety ‘of religious

denominatians’ racial groups, .

political partres and polmcal
to the Right to Life movement a
common perception of the
" “fundamental .principle "of the

" basic dignity of human life at its’

beginning and at ..its end,
regardless- of rmperfectron they
embaody the unanimous
<agréement that no-goal can or
should ’be .achieved - by the in-

The
Church 1975

s not ;ust the bishops who are’

* curretly ‘into the hate-America -
- thing” The: NCCB workbook |

“\iberty and Justrce for All“’is an

attempt * 'to" - celebrate <the
bicentennial_ of our republic by
tearing - the American ac-

comphshment to pieces. And the
“hearings” - they. are’

the recent .one in ‘Washington)
are merely occasions for all the:
sick America-haters- around’ to
pourout their bile on the United
States — with the Catholic laity
picking up the tab for their travel ’

" expenses

But_ it isn’t. just .the Bishops.

‘Msgr George, Casey, the glfted

columnist of the “Boston’ Pilot,”
has- recently observed [,m
respbnse to me). that| the

‘American pluralist - experirment
hasnt worked well at allj [There -

.was the Ku Klux Klan, and racism;
Not
much to be proud about he
seems_to think. g

The good monsignor is a victim
of the peculiar myepia which’

- seems.to be afflicting all kinds of

people’ these days— Like the-
péople- who. put together the
NCCB. biceritennia}

ignores what .went_ right. The

" trouble ‘with"such \a_style is. not:

‘merely that it is unbalanced: it-
‘overlooks the resources and the

“- traditions in a society erch are

-available to nght the wrongs that
still -exist,

- Furthermore this a proach
harasses ‘and  harasses - and

“harangues people who krow that

7~ by and large they are pretty good .

) whe;

_.j'other mu!tr-racral
. ethnic. . socretres

"at. getting along . ith other]
people and who! don't feel like | -

berrfg blamed for |things thatg
happened a huridred years ago, .

(D *¢an - only say to Msgr

.‘ Casdy” that riots, preludrce racism

and#isciimination aAre part of the

condition, .and lare cer-.

multi-ethiic  societ V-

its. srze its. hetero eneityl and the

3
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only one civil- war, relatrvely few
riots, - and . much~ o les
11 exrs

bogk, he:
.focuses.on what went wrong and |

they were not alive, and I—"’
yarents may. welt not have |
- been i the - country

tainly to be found in any large T ' '
What is

impressive “about Amenca given. |

.The miracle.-of’ Amencan
ﬁrralrsm is ifs ] Survival despite .
nse centnﬁugal forces which
' ought to have torn it apart many
times
however, -it . has survived with
relative mternal peace (compared
~to~ similar cquntries),” Telatively ~
Tittle ;physrca oppression (aftér -
the - Civil War), and relatively
rapid | progress towards social
;ustrce
They let us Catholic im-
migrants in — despite their better
_judgment; they gave us political .°
».and_ social and economic power.
Now we make more money and
"get more schooling than they do.
We are now letting the non-whité
groups in and some of them (the
Chinese and the Japanese most
notably) are getting., better

‘educations - and makrng more

money than we do. There is a
national
eqdalrty for all races, one that
before .the end of the century
(and maybe earlier) +will. be
successtul.

L don’t ‘hate it. On the contrary
I'm grateful for what America
made possible for my family and
“proud to be part of a country that
is trying to'make it possible for all
“families. | cannot understand
why many . Catholics (inciuding
‘the NCCB, which' | suspect -does
not speak for most mdrvrdual
bishops) seem so ashamed of
being American.

}, for one, am proud to be an
Amerrcan ! plead guilty to the sin
of patrrotrsm | believe |that real
patrriotrsm
sophrstrcated understanding of
the American heritage| and- the
“American’ politics of coalition
burldlng, is the best' motivation
‘we have for makrng the country
even, better than it is. |-

When the Ieadershuh of "the
ChurE'h and wise men hke Msgr.
‘Casey turn against the American
herrﬁage and ..the, American

technique of. coalition- burldmg, 1

.do become ashamed but not
, of b\erng American.
ashamed of the Church.

to kn0w better

It odght

in the area” of the

persuasions. Together they hring .

Not only has’it survived, ’

commitment ‘to full

based | on a,

lf become ’

) responsrble for . New Yorks

teptronal massive krllmg offa

helpless mmonty a
’ K\I B

35uch arguments as Father
Greerey presents would have

justified the ‘passive neuttalrty of
‘the German people to the

déstruction .of inhotent Jewr%h .

lives an the grounds “that apy
conceited action to stop this

~ rMmoral killing would have -

quired unanimity -against in-
fl'atron war, food,
ployment -and the other’ pressing
socral problems of, the - German
qeople

o ver a. broad range of activities
vyhrch includer |
I e

l

(1) Seeking the enactment of a
Human Life Amendment to_ the
Umted States _Constitution
acknowledgrﬁ . government
protectjofy of every human
being’s xGod—grven right to life,
rncludrqg the'uhborn, elderly, and

perfect

! (2) Supporting federal.and state

legrslatron prohibitirig the use ‘of

. taxpayers’ monies - o destroy
rnnocent lives. s

f (3)5 pporting federal and state
legrslatron protecting individuals

and dactors from being com-

o unem- .

I The Right to Life efforts already .

pelled lto engage in abortion, -

Whether the compulsion is drrect

Y

- wrthholdrng needed funds.

)

| (4 Supportrng federal and state
conscience . clauses protecting
Irnstrtutrons from” being com-
;pelled to perform abortions,
iwhich éompulsron is legally being
advocated by the American Civil
rLrbertrj‘s Unron ‘

}1 (5 Stpportirg federal.and state

'legrsl tion to regulate the
‘contintied tragic misuse of our
veducat‘ronal system and facilities
g ‘tQ rndoctnnate our children with
antlrhfe philosphies “that “are
[ contraty to their parents’ deepest
fmoral lconvictions. -

r {6) Opposing legahzatron ofv

tthe intentional killing of the
’elderl and the rmperfect

(7) I'Aiding. retarded and
menta \% handrcapped chiidren.

(8) rertmg the public to the
legisldtive direction or non-

- direction of eur political leaders

in tIIlle area. of abortion,

. euthanasia, and infanticide.

9) }Jromotmg and. advoc'atmg
assistance to-the starvnng people
of th world: .

comment regardmg“the ”polrtlcal

in” sSweden or: indirect byr

'

Fa’t{er Greeleys gratuitous

ineptitude” of Right to Life is. as.

mcorr‘ect as it is superficial. Right’

to-Lif 'je has had rhajor political
- victories. _EeF~example, in New
Yoik, it convinced the Legislature

in 1972 to restore the prior

refstnctrve abortion {aw,{and one
man’, Gov Rockefell er, was
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&hr.ldren Right tor Life has suc-
e'ssquy supported _federal
legislation _prohibiting abortion

- and “suspending federal

- unborn and helping to eliminate

. the"same small group oi‘J pecple |
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contmuatrod bf that per issive
abortion statute. In 1974, Right to
" Life successfully supported ‘the
enactment |- of NewT York
legislation |mandating .medical
attention to children aborted
alive -and giving financial] aid to

adoptive parents of handi capped .

funding in Family Planining areas,
undnng
of ‘live human experimentation.
Its: other. vigtories in federal and
state legislatures. aidihg the

the underlyrlng causes of abortuon
are numercys .

Of coursel we seek and solicit a
broader coalition of any jand alf
groups and persons-who ¢an work
together Wfth us “towaids the-
achievement of mahklnd’
common denominator }— the
protection |of one’s God-given_;
rrght to lifg at all ages. |
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+ our efforts, even though
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Jocrety (the latter organrzatlon
ow euphemrstrcally refers to
itself as., t e Rrght to a Humane
Death] ’

t

'quality of life” concept do not
nave coalrtron on such issues as

maladjusted. .

lllogical needless name calling
and ad ‘hominum arguments are
| non-prodtictive of our.goals. True
scholatshrp and intellectual
honesty fequires dispassionate
‘and thorough objective analysis
of the issues and not- attacks
against mdrvrdyals ‘

Father Greeley has expressed
support of - our
welcome to participate directly in
he may
not agree with all of the members.
of Rrght to Life on all other issues,

rWe do not seek the. superficial |
alrtron f our oppgsrtron
which are often alliances in. name |-

only, and where oné*can|discern

interchangeable on the Boards of i-
Directors of Planned Parenthcod,
and the" Euthanasia
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| 1t is puzzling that Father Creeley

is so-critical of those persons
working together towards a

| common geal which he concedes
is just. Eveh a life-long thief was, -
i+ allowed to tedeem himself on the

cross for-acknowjedging society’s
unjust” killing of one, mnocent
Person,
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These groups who espouse a’

gun- control or industrial safety. -
Their- Jack of activity in. those
areas does wnot make them

hypocrites, fanatics, “bigots, or

‘goal.  He is .-
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