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BY JOHANNA JANKQWSK1 
President, Nevv York State 

• Right t o Life Committee 
and 

WlLUAM P. POLITd, 
New York State 

Area directorand chairman of 
Rochester Area 

Right t o LifeiCommittee, 

In a recent article appearing \r\ 
the Courier^oumal on- Jan. 29, 
1975, Father!.Greeley-st|ted that 
•all Right to Life members who do 
not agree With his deep c o n c e r n -
on such diverse and collateral 
issues as"gun control, food crises, 

-and industrial safety are bigots, 
hypocr i t e s , 
maladjusted-

fanat ics and 

' Agreement on the issuers he 
raises, "irhportant as they, are, is 
not a necessary prerequisite for 

legitimate' and unified political 
action in the area" of the 
protection of unborn.life. 

To require Right [ to Life 
meVnbers t o have universal 
agreement on all collateral issues 
would'eliminate the Broad base 
of t h e growing pro-life 
movement, whose members now 
include feminists,.ecologists, war 
veterans, anti-war activists,'', birth 
control advocates, members of 
a var iety of rel igious 
denominat iqns ' , racial g roups , 
political parties' arid political 
persuasions. Together .they tying 
to the Right to Life movement a 
c o m m o n pe rcep t ion of t h e 

• fundamental ^principle, of the 
basic dignity of hiirhan life at its 
beginning and at . i ts e n d , 
regardless of imperfection;: they 
e m b o d y t h e u n a n i m o u s 

^agreement that no-goal can "or 
should he -achieved by the in

tentional massive killing of 
helpless minority. { 

',5uch . arguments as Father 
*• Greeley presents would haye 

jd.stif.ied the passive neutrality !of 
the German people to the 
destruction -of innocent Jewijsh 
lij/es on the grounds that' apy 
concerted action to stop this 
irrimoraL kill ing woulci have 

•required unanimity -against in
flat ion, war, food, i unem-
plpyment, and .the other pressi ng 
soteral problems of , the German 
" »le. 

Th6 
Church 

! The Right to Life efforts already . 
Cover a. broad range of activities 
which iricluder 

! (1) Seeking the enactment of a 
Ijiuman Life Amendment to the 
U n i t e d . States Const i tu t ion 
acknowledging governmen t 
p ro tec t ion of every human 
being's. .God-given right to life, 
i'ncludinjgthe'uhborn,elderly, and 

' imperfect. 

Society ( t i e latter organization. » 
now euphemistically refers to 
itself as. trie Right-to a Humane 
Death). ' ] . '" • . r 

These groups .who espouse a 
'quality of life" concept do not 
lave coalition on such issues as 
gun control or industrial safety. 
Their lacU of activity in. those 
areas does -jnot make them 
hypocrite?, fanatics, bigots, or 
maladjusted. 

Illogical needless name calling 
arid adLhominum arguments are 

• a w e s , a ia ing m e /non-productive of'our.goals. True 
unborn and helping to eliminate / scholarsh ip and- in te l lec tua l 
the underlying causes'of abor t ion ' honesty Requires dispassionate 

( ^ *and thorough objective analysis 
of the issues and not-at tacks 
against individuals. 

Father. Greeley has expressed 
support ;of our goal. He is -
welcome to participate directly in 
our efforts, even thqugh he may 

continuation fof that permissive 
abortion s ta tute In 1974, RJight to 
Life successfully supported the 
e n a c t m e n t • of New I York 
legislation mandating .medical 
attention to children aborted 
alive -and giving financial aid to 

• adoptive parents of handicapped 
r\ehijldren.. Ri?ht to"vLife has suc
c e s s f u l l y suppor ted f e d e r a l 

legislation prohibiting "aaortiori 
funding in Fpmily Planning areas, 

• and "suspending federal funding 
of live human experimentation. 
Its! other, victories in federal and 
s ta te legis la tures , a iding t h e 

are. numerous. 

• 1 (2) Supporting federal, and state 
legislation prohibiting the use'of 
taxpayers' monies - to destroy 
innocent lives, <-

(3)! Supporting federal and state 
egislatijon protecting individuals 
and doctors from being com-
aelled to engage in abortion, -
whether the'compulsion is direct, 
as in" jSweden, or indirect by. 

Andrew Greeley-j 
l It's not just the. bishops who are 

currently into the" haterAmerica 
th ing . The NCCB workbook 
"Liberty and justice for All"'is an 
a t t e m p t t o ce l eb ra t e «the 
bicentennial, of our republic by 
t ea r ing - t h e American ac
complishment to pieces. And the 

' so-called "hearings" they, are 
having' around the country (like 
the recent .one in Washington) 
are merely occasions for all the 
sick America-haters- around' to 
poticout their bile on the United 
States r - with the Catholic laity 
picking up the tab for their travel 
expenses. . • I 

' But. it isn't, just the Bishops. 
Msgr. George, Casey, the gifted 
columnist of the "Boston .Pilot," 
has - recen t ly observed Gin 
response to me) t h a t | t h e 
American pluralist"experiment 
hasn't worked well a t all.! [There 
was the Ku Klux Klan, and facisrri; 
and riots and discrimjriatiorj. Not 
much to be proud .about, he 
seems, to think. I . j ' . 

The good mpnsignor is a victim 
of the peculiar myopia which 
seems to be afflicting all kinds of 
people* these days - Like the 
peqple who put together the 
NCCB bicentennial bphk, he 
focuses o n what werit-wrong and 
ignores what went right. The 
trouble witrfsuch '̂ ""style. is- not 
"merely that it is unbalanced: it 
overlooks t h e resources and the 
traditions in a society which are 
•available to right the wrongs that 
still exist " 

Fur the rmore th i s apjproach 
ha rasses * and. harasses • and 
harangues people who krjow that 

• by and large t h e y are pretty good 
• a t getting along . j/vitti other 

people;.arid who', d o i ' t feel like 
beirjg '' biamed for things that 
happened a -huridreci ye|ars ago, 
wheb they were' no'; alive, and \ 
thejif. parents! may well not have 

• been in. the-country | 
©|te -Can only say tb Msgr. 

Caseythat riots, prejudice, racism 
and |irscrfmiriati6n are. part of the 
hurfi^n condition, arid !are cer
tainly to be found in any large 
multi-ethnic society .̂ ijVhat is 
impressive about America, given. 
its size, its;.heterogeneity; and the 
haste with which'f i t was- "put-, 
together, is that ' thgre- has been , 
only one civil war, relatively few ;;| 
riots,. arid. rri'uchW less/. • 
discrimination than; exists* JnV 
other multi-racial -ahfi muitb " 
ethnic .. societies. Furthermore,; 
while discrimination. continues*: 
noJone in Amef icaseriously tries: 

to. justify: i t -any more. The ' / 
Ariierican: ereedi is. so [ppwerfuli 
t h a t b i g o % 7 - once it is fdrcgd 
<>& ift , t b e idpen V- eventually 

. The miracle , - of ' American 
pluralism is ifs ^.survival despite 
intense centrifugal forces which 
ougKfeto have torn it apart many 
times*] Not only hasi"'it survived, 
however, - it . has survived witrf 
relative internal peace (compared 

*-.to~ similar countries), relatively 
"little jphysicar oppression (after 
the Civil' War), and relatively 
rapid j progress towards social 
justice. 

They let us Catholic im
migrants m — despite their better , . . . , .,,. , , , , 
judgnjient; they gave us political ^withholding needed funds, 
and. social and economic power. 
Now we make more money .and 
get more schooling than they do. 
We are now letting the non-white 
groups in and some of t |iem (the 
Chinese and t h e Japanesexmost 
notably.) a re ge t t ing , be t te r 
educations • and making more 
money than we do. There is. a ; 
national commitment t o fulL-' 
ecjiiality for all races, one that 
before ..the end of the century 
(and maybe earlier) '.will, be \ 
successful. 

Of course, we seek and solicit a 
broader coalition of any and all 
groups and persons-who can work 
together with" us towards the 
ach i evemen t of mankind ' s 
common eenominatdr i—• the 
protection of one's G 
right, to'life at all ages. 

I We do not seek the- superficial 
coal i t ion bf our oppos i t ion , 
which V r e o f e n alliances n name 
Only, arid where one*can discern 

• tf|e~same small group of people 

' Idon ' t 'hate it. On the contrary 
I'm grateful for what America 
made possible for my family and 
proud to be part of a country that 
t,s trying to^make it possible for all 
families. I cannot understand 
why ;many Catholics (including 
the tslCCB, which I suspect does 
not speak for most individual 
bishops) seem so asharried' of 
being American. 

I-, for one, am proud t o be an 
American. I plead guilty to the sin 
of patriotism. I believe jthat real 
pa t r io t i sm, based on a, 
sophisticated understanding of 
,the /JKmerican heritage and-'the 
American politics of coalition 
building, is the best' motivation 

•we have for making the,country 
even 1 better th'an it is. i 

Wljien the leadership of "the 
Church and wise men like Msgr. 
Casey turn against the jAmerican 

• her i tage and ..the* American 
technique of. coalition-building, ] . 
do become ashamed 4- but npt 
of being American. I become 

i.asharned of the Churcq. It ought 
to ktiiOw better. " 

(4) Supporting federal and state 
conscience. ..clauses protecting 
institutions fromi being com
pelled j to perfd,rm abortions, 
which compulsion; is legally being 
jadvocated by thejAmerican Civil 
jLiberties Union. 

! . (5) S jpportirlg federaland state 
' legislat ion t o reguia te t h e 
:cdntinijied tragic misuse of our 
IeducatjipnaL system and facilities 
to iridoctrinate our children with 

J ar\ti-\lif 2 phibsphies that 'are 
1 contrary to their parents' deepest 
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of one's Gpd-giverw n o t a § r e e w , t h a11 i ° t . t h^ m e . m b e r s 

Directors of Planned Parenthood, 
ZP.C, N.OWl.and.tHe' Euthanasia 

Gerould's 
Pharmacies 

S-.'/vjain St. an 
Church & Hoffrnan; 

Elmira, 
Delivery Serv/jce 

733-6696 

of Right to Life on ail other issues.. 
It is puzzling that Father Greeley 
is so critical of those persons 
working t oge the r towards a 
common goal Which h e concedes 
is just. Even a life-long thief was, 

L.,C sci.ic siiidii gioup oq peopie : allowed to redeem himself on the 
interchangeable on the Boards of i: cross for-acknowledging society s 

unjust killing of one. innocent 
•Personi , .. 
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WANTED! 
STAMPS 

and 

COINS 
ESTATES APPRAISED 

ntoisTMiruocaii 
EXCHIIBE , 

Telephone 546-3810 . , 
One Lincoln First Square , 

Concourse Level 

l?moral 

(7) 
menta 

convictions. 

T (6) Opposing legalization, of 
j the intentional killing of the 
1 elderly and the imperfect. 

Aiding, re ta rded and 
y handicapped children. 

(8) werting the public to the 
legislat ive d i rec t ion or non-
directjon of our political leaders 
in t h e a r e a . of abor t ion , 

. euthanasia, and infanticide. 

(9) Promoting and. advocating 
assistance to-the starvimg people. 
of ithe worldr. • •' 

F a t i e r Greeley 's g ra tu i tous 
comrr erit regardingrthe "political 
ineptitucle''' of Right to Life is. as . 
incorrect as it is superficial. Right 
to-Liie has had major political 
victories. -Eof^example, in New 
York, St convinced the Legislature 
in 1972 to restore the prior 
restrictive abortion lawJand one 
man'. Gov. Rockefeller , was 
responsib le for- . New York's 

Beautiful ^ ^ ^ „ 
i Brides f^^li^ 

Be|gin- 0^0$^ 
'•'.-i^'-T^iXl 

#°r, - J; 
ittsford Plaza 

381-2660 

Ros »ann & Kathy's Florists 
We hjever Sleep:.;, Call Anytime 

-For Proqipt 
Flower Service 
254-9679 > 

• s, . . for j» beautiful 
wedding reception! 

For Reservations. 
Cflfl 235-5654 

•i . 

fi 677 Beahan Road 
Coffl|ile(eryvAk ConAkiwd 

COLOR' 
R H O T O C R A P H Y 

WEDDINC 
SPECIAL 
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Invitations 
. Vat Discount 

Your1 wedding picturescanbe taken only on
ce, entrust a professional vyith the task of 

I . preserving the moment. 9 A A a ^ ' l ' i A 
1 2 u A £ •Skf t fJ tAp PHpTOqRAPHv: 

- 953Edgemerepr. , ,,"' ; .".' 

Weddings • Showers • Banquets s 
1 Completely Air Conditioned 

Your Host - Joe Scarlata 663-6140 

K AKE 
ORNER 

3 tier serves up to 100, $29 
4 t i e r se rves 175 t o 200 $ 4 5 
4 tier fountain cake $80 

1688 CLIFFORD AVE 
near Goodman 

PHONE 
~482-1133 

COUP 
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