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reason, - i n t e l l i g e n c e 
voluntary acts, the 'rieo' 
means 'new' which in 
p robab l y r means the 
Fletcher interpretation.1 

Wednesday, February .5,1975 Page 7 

and 
simply. 

case 
: u r ren t 

High Court Dismisses Abortion Appeal 
this 

Iby my 

^ Nanby Murphy A 

' Either he's getting, older arid 
forgetful w i th age, or I'm gett ing 
jaded. Dr. Joseph Fletcher is 
visi t ing professor of. -Medical 
Ethics at the University, o f 
Virginia School /of Medic ine, a 
member of the Advisory Board of 
the Euthanasia Educational Fund, 
and an outspoken proponent of 
Humanistic Medicine. He defines 
that . . . "human happiness and 
wel l being is the highest good, or 
summum bonum, and therefore 
any ends or purposes which that 
standard or ideal validates are 
just, right and good. That is what 
H u m a n i s t i c M e d i c i n e is a l l 
about . " 

He used to horrify me w i th 
such brutal candor. I n , 1972 .he 
wrote an article Indicators of 
Humanhood: A Tentative Profile 
of Man i n wh ich he "made a stab 
at the problem" of def in ing 
humanness. He listed 15 ' i n ­
dicators' wh ich he thought must 
be displayed in order for a l i fe to 
be r e c o g n i z e d . as h u m a n : 
m i n i m a l i i n t e l l i g e n c e , self 
awafieness, self-control, a sense of 
t ime] (the future and the p a s p A 
abilfty to relate to others, concern • 

for ' others, communication, 
control of existence, curiosity, 
changeab i l i t y ! , '. ba lance o f 

: rationality . and feeling, 
idiosyncracy, and neo-cortical 
funct ion. When . l thought of all 
the people tha t list removed f rom 
humanity . . . • r • 

I In 1973 he wrote, "Yes we are 
playing Cod . . . What has taken 
place in b i r th control is equally 
Imperat ive in death control ,. . . 
We d m morally justify taking it 
into our own hands to hasten 
deathj for ourselves (jsuicidej or 
death for others (mercy kil l ing). 
. . . Yes indeed to justify either-
one, sjuicide or mercy ki l l ing, is to 
justify > the other." Brutal but 
honest. His motivat ions and goals 
are clearly displayed. 

His latest essay is a refining of 
his ihcficatbrs list. He explains 
tha't in an attempt to isolate the 

- singular essense of humanity, the 
one requi rement .wi thout which 
the others >pn the list are 
meaningless or nonexistent, he 
opened " the investigation .',. : t o 
those concerned ' t o add or 
subtract, agree or disagree as they 
may," That reduced the list 1 t o 
four, and Dr. Flefjcher reduced it 
t o one: '""Neo-co -t ical ' func t ion , 
which has the famil iar Ting of .a 
Madison. Avenue slogan.. He 
defines it br ief ly as the func­
t ion ing of the ,cerebral. cortex of 
the human brain, which I define 
(from a text book] as that section 
of the human brain which 
c o n t r o l s consc ious t h o u g h t , 

N.J. Study 

He says, "1 wi l l stand-. , .. , 
own thesis or hypothecs that 
neo-oortieal funct ion is th|e key t o 
humanness> the essential t fa i t , the 
human sine qua non. The po in t is 

-that w i thout the synthesizing 
funct ion of the cerebral cortex 
( w i t h o u t t h o u g h t Or m i n d ) , 
whether before i t is present or 
w i t h its end, the person, is non­
existent, no matter how 'much the 
individual's brain- stem and mid­
brain may conitinye to provide 
feelings and. regulate autonomic 
funct ions . . . W i thou t men­
ta t ion, the body is of n6 
signif icant use." 

Wou ld he say worthless? Some 
of us remember the four men ' in 
1939 w h o were purposely ki l led 
w i th Carbon monoxide gas in the 
presence of a group of medical 
doctors and an (expert chemist; 
and ,the rest of jus" can at least 
recite the number (275,000) of^ 
those who were "to fo l low —' 
ki l led not because they com­
mit ted crimes, or were madmen, 
for indeed they were doci le and 
cooperative^ : t o t h e end, but 
because tne'y were 'worthless' 
m e n t a l pa t i en ts of - a state > 
psychiatric hospi ta l . in Germany. 
And i f j&as not the German Army, 

- r f w c t f t h e G e r m a n doctors. 

'What happened to Dr. Flet­
cher's brutal honesty? He said he 
was going t o def ine humanness. 
Al l he gave us in my estimation-
was a list, def ini t ively incomplete 
at hest, which does not define 

, humanness at al l . And I strongly. ' 
' suspect that it was- not really t' 

intended t o do so, but t o describe 
a specific medical ly determinable 
point at which tne communi ty 
could'moral ly. justi fy the ki l l ing of 
'useless' human beings. 

He in fact defies the point of 
l a w w h i c h states a person is dead 
when the portion of his brain 
which governs the autonomic 
funct ions, such as cardiac and 
respiratory act iv i ty, deaSes^ to 
f u n c t i o n , i n d e p e n d e n t l y . 'Dr. 
Fletcher also in that one phrase 
"whether before (the cerebral 
cortex) is present. . . " reveals his 
c o m m i t t m e n t t o Very, ea r l y 
abortion on demand, the only 
t ime in human development 
which precedes the formulat ion 
of the cerebrum... ' -

No, Dr. Fletcher's l i t t le list.does 
hot define hurftanness. He forgot 
to be honest fabout motivat ions 
and goals. FJe didn't" wr i te a 
def in i t ion. - | 

He wrote a neo-mbrality. 

Please voice your support for the 
Human Life Amendments now 
stalled before Congress. Local 
legislators: Frank Horton [34th]; 
Barber Conable '[35th]; Howard 
Robison [27th]; William F. Walsh 
[33rd]; Henry P. Smith [36th]; and 
James F. Hastings [38th]. U.S. -
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 20515. 

Jacob Javits, James L. Buckley 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 
20510. 

Washington, D C [RNS] - The 
• United1 States' Supreme Court has., 
dismissed on procedural grounds 
•Minnesota's appeal *>f , a three-
jUdge rul ing tha t the hew M i n ­
nesota abort ion law < is' uri-
coristj tutional. , , 

The case is expected to ' return 
to the court. However, a tentative 
appeal previously f i led w i t h the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals' in 
St. Louis automatical ly goes in to 
effect now. Tlje loser there is 
expected to go-back to the Jiigh 
Court. ' . \ 

In the meant ime, the federal ' 
t h ree - judge pane l idec is ion 
hojdjng that the Minnesota law is 
unconsti tut ional stands unless it 
is overturned. ^ 

the law, signed by Minnesota 
Gov.. ; Wendal l Anderson last 
March, was challenged by f ive 
doctors and "a pregnant woman 

who claimed that its key sections with 1973 j U.S.' Supreme Court 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y l i r n i t e d 
abortions. They also attacked 
Minnesota State Board of Health 
regulations for abortion clinics 
adopted under the law.: 

The . three-judge panel . ruled 
that Ith.e law, in seeking t o bar 

rulings that ment ioned 24 weeks 
as the earliest cutof f point . The 
regulations! governing abort ion 
clinics .'also1 were- overturned. 

The rul ing by the - t lS . Supreme 
Court leaves vir tual ly only one 
restriction |on abortioni in M i n -

I 

abort ions, after ,20 weeks... o f riesota: that, t h e operat ion, be 
pregjjiancy-^vas n o t in keeping; done by a licensed physician.. 
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Treiitop, N.J. [RNS] - The New 
• Jersey heal th. depar tmen t : has 
disclosed that jjiiore than half of 
the 69 hospitals who responded 
t o a survey stil l:refuse t o perform 
abortions unless the woman's. l i fe 
is endangered,] :althpugh it Jtas, 
been two yea^s since J h e U;S. 

.• Supreme Cpurt.jstruck down state 
laws prohibi t ing abort ion. 

:. These f indings, offered - t o a: 
; review committee of the State 
; Health Planning Counci l (Jan. 21), 
j rioted that 39 hospitals said they 
wou ld perform: only therapeutic' 
abortions to save the mother's 

l i f e , and 30 others indicated that 
. f r om October 1973, t o October 
. H97l/. more than 7,500 abortions 
Were performed, in their faci l i t ies ' 

There are 99 hospitals in New 

, Jersey bu t only- 69 responded t o 
the_survey. The: planning counci l 
has begun a study of abort ion 
faci l i t ies.to.determine if the State . 
is responding;to;the needs o f its 
residents, ' - ., . | 

A health department of f ic ia l , 
John Sunkiskis, said the survey 
indicates tha t abort ion services' 
are ' ' Inadequate, sporadic an<T 
unnecessarily experjsive.",» He 
observed t h a t i n l973, :^ ,uQp%ew. 
Jersey residents received abor-

;t ipns i n ;New Yprk Gityv ' 

6 i f . the- ' 99 hpspitalsj i n New, 
Jersey, 15 are operated tinder 
Roman Cathol ic auspices — nine 
in the Newark archdiocese, three 
in the Paterson diocese, t w o in 
the Trenton diocese and one in 
t h e Camden d i o c e s e N o n e 
perform abortions -

It>sGHgd<TagSale 

We want you to save 
10 to 40 percent on every! 

iteni in both stores j 

Names the likes of Henredon, Pentury, Sealy, 
mark, Flair, Thayer-Coggin, Rounders, Stiff el, 
Charlton, Hickory Tavern, Nettle Creek. 

Special order savings of up to 25% on many lir* 

Wood-
Baker̂  

w6do things 
with style. 
v 

Bayles Traditional, 1880 East Ave. at Wintoix, 
Bayles Contemporary, by the Wintjoni exit, Rte. 490!. 

Both open daily 12-9; Saturday 1^-5. 244-7300. 

I - -

; • l 

r • 

|6»* : m 

i . -1 • 
i 1 


