
M y d e a r P e o p l e , • 

Lent 1975 will be| upon us next week with Its insistent 
call to conversion and reconciliation, it is our challenge to 
s t o p a n d a s k " o u r s e l v e s , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h i s H o l y Y e a r , 

w h a t , h c n e s t l y , a r 4 t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h i s c a l l f o r e a c h o f 

U.S. ' ' ' , ' 

W e m u s t b e a w a r e - t h a t t h e p o l i t i c a l i n t r i g u e , m i l i t a r y 

violence and economic greed which we have all witnessed' 
in recent tjionthsspring from a warped value system that 
a f f e c t S T Otj o n l y o u r p u b l i c a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s b u t a l l 

o f us . Da i l j y , w e see m o r e c l e a r l y in o u r s t r e e t s a n d Otl OUt" 

television sets how we are influenced by this, value system. 
I t p e r v a d e s t h e w T l o l e t e x t u r e o f o u r A m e r i c a n w a y o f l i f e . I 
h a v e a l r e a d y w r i t t e n a b o u t t h i s t h r e a t -in m y P a s t o r a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e c o l u m n i n t h e C o u r i e r - J o u r n a l .of S e p t . 19 , 
1 9 7 3 , e n t i t l e d , " T h e D r a i n i n g o f A m e r i c a . " ; ; 

. T h e o h a l l e n g e of: L e n t , t h e c h a l l e n g e t o " c h a n g e o u r • 
l i v e s , " i s m u c h h e e d e d i n t h i s w o r l d o f 1 9 7 5 w h i c h c r i e s o u t 
f o r h e a l j i n g ^ T h e t r a d i t i o n a l L e n t e n d u t i e s o f p r a y e r / f a s t i n g , 
a n d a l m s g i v i n g , a r e e s s e n t i a l i f w e 1 a r e t o a c c e p t t h e 
c h a l l e n g e se r ious ly . . 

M a y I ask y o u t o c o n s i d e r W i t h m e t h e s e i m p o r t a n t 
i n g r e d i e n t s f o r a p r o f i t a b l e L e n t : 

. I F 'rayer. P raye r e n c o u r a g e s us t o s t o p a n d l o o k . . W e 

T o o k a t * h e L o r d a n d t h e v a l u e s o f H i s g o s p e l . W e l o o k a t 

o u r s e l v e s a n d . o u r v a l u e s . I n o u r c o n f u s e d a n d p r e s s u r e d 
y v d r l j j i : is i m p o s s i b l e / t o k e e p o u r v i s i o n c l e a r i f w e d o n o t 
k e e p i n t o u c h w i t h o u r G.od t h r o u g h p r a y e r a n d r e f l e c t i o n . 

I I F a s t i n g . W e n a v e t o c o n t i n u a l l y r e m i n d - o u r s e l v e s 
t h a t w e in t h e U n i t e d S ta tes , w h o c o n s t i t u t e o n l y 6 % o f 

„ t h e w o r l d ' s p o p u l a t i o n , c o n s u m e 4 0 % o f t h e w o r l d ' s g o o d s 
a n d r e s o u r c e s , In itbiis t i m e j a f c r i s i s in w o r l d h u n g e r , f a s t i n g 
s h o u l d b e a - w a y , n o t o n l y o f d i s c i p l i n i n g o u r s e l v e s t o u s e 
I4ss, b u t o f u n i t i n g o u r s e l v e s in s p i r i t w i t h o u r s u f f e r i n g 
b r o t h e ' S a n d s i s t p s . A t o u r N o v e m b e r C o n f e r e n c e , m y 
f j e l l ow B i s h o p s m a d e a r e s o l u t i o n t o f a s t a t l e a s t t w o d a y s a 
w e e k , u r g e y o u / t o j o i n us i n t h i s ' f a s t i n g d u r i n g t h i s L e n t e n , 
t i m e * . | / . . 

^ j l l A l m s g i v i n g . E v e r y t h i n g t h a t W e h a v e has b e e n 
g i v e f i t o us b y 6 u r C r e a t o r . T o r e a l i z e t h i s l is t o k n o w t h a t 
w e a r e ' a l l e q u a l l y p o o r b e f o r e H i m , a n d t h a t w e a l l n e e d t o 
s h a r e o u r g i f t s w i t h o n e a n o t h e r . E s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h i s 
t i m e o f r e n e w a l , as w e s t r u g g l e t b - w o r k t o g e t h e r o n pa r i sh^ 

" c o u n c i l s a n d c o m m i t t e e s , w e n e e d t o k n o w h o w t o s h a r e 

o u r bes t q u a l i t i e s , w i t h o n e a n p t h e r — n o t o n l y o u r m o n e y , 
b u t o u r sk i l ls ' , o u r t a l e n t s , a n d o u r p e r s o n a l g i f t s . t -

A s w e rpe,gin t h i s L e n t e n s e a s o n t o g e t h e r , l e t us r e c a l l 
w h a t A r c h b i s h o p H e l d e r Carrvara s p o k e t o h i s p e o p l e i n / 
Recife, Brazil when he first joified tnem as their leader: "I 
pray that we be given grace to read rightly the signs of the 
t i m e s ] t o k e e p u p w i t h e v e n t s ! t o f a l l i n w i t h . C o d ' s p l a n s 
. . . t ihe m o r e w e a d v a n c e i n l m a t e r i a l p r o g r e s s , t h e m o r e 
w e nejed a s t r o n g , e n l i g h . t e n e d l f a i t . h t o b u i l d a n e w w o r l d . " 

leU is t h e t i m e t o s t r e n g t h e n o u r f a i t h f o r o u r task o f 
b u i l d i n g ; a - s t r o n g a n d f a i t h f t i l c o m m u n i t y o f b e l i e v e r s 
w h o s e l i g h t w i l l s h i n e o u t t o a l l m e n o f g o o d w i l l . 

W i t h e v e r y bes t w i t h I r e m a i n 

y o u r s i n C h r i s t , 

p h I . H o g a n / a D . 
C ^ B i s h o p o f R o c h e s t e r 

Fa the r T l r e n t . d i o c e s a n s u p e r i e n t e f i d e n t o f s c h o o l s , t a l k s a t m e e t i n g w i t h OIC.P. I n f o r e g r o u n d 
a re C ICP o f f i c i a l * F a t h e r A n t h o n y V a l e n t e i n d M r s A P a t r i c i a W a l k e r . A t r i g h t , Pa f t Of t h e CT0Wd/ 
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'7 at the informational meeting hear of financial bind 

Photos by Bruce Qbnut 

CieP:1-
• The ..Counqil o f Inner C i t y . 
jParishes School System, already 
j f e d u c e d t o t h r e e schoo ls , 
probably w i l l be forced by poor 
finances in to a one-school system 
for the 1975-76 school year. The 
priginal six-school system already 
has seen the dos ing of St. Francis 
Kavier and St. Bridget's. Im­
m a c u l a t e C o n c e p t i o n ' . is 
scheduled t o close in June. 

At an informat ional meeting 
ast Friday night at St. Michael's, 

'an ad hoc commit tee appointed 
py Bishop Joseph L. Hogan to ld 
the CICP that i t recommends a 
one-school, 300-pupil system for 
next school year. 

i Father Daniel Brent, diocesan 
superintendent of schools; Father 
Douglas Hof fman, director of 
Pastoral Min is t ry , . and Father 
Charles" Mul l igan, director o f 
Human Development, presented 
|a report prepared "by the staff at 
the Pastoral Center to the CICP 
jexecutive commit tee at a-, publ ic 
meeting attended by about 100 
teachers, parents and parish 
jpriests. 

Father Bren t used char ts 
i .eomparing p r o j e c t e d ' i n c o m e 
and costs to make the point that 
lack o f finances made even two 
schools "no t realistic," not even 
m e n t i o n i n g as a poss ib i l i t y 
cont inuing the present tbree-
school system. Unt i l just two 
weeks ago, there were four 
schools in CICP but Immaculate 
Conception has .already dec ided" 
to close its school. St. Bridget's 
clpsed last year. 

The diocesan charts predicted 
' t h a t even Under the most op­
t imist ic projections, the CICP 

•could only hope to raise $338,000 
and that after subtracting the 
$75,000 debt tha t wou ld leave 
just $263,000. These f igures in ­
clude a $65,000 grant f rom the 
Marie C. and Joseph C. Wilson 
F o u n d a t i o n w f i i c h w i l l be 
jeopardized if there is any change 
either in the number of schools or 
number of pupils. 

Father B ren t a lso showed 
diocesan figures showing tha't it 
wou ld take $274,639 t o run a two-
schoo l sys tem, m a k i n g i t " 
f i n a n c i a l l y un feas ib le . The 
diocesan report said that a one-
school system, accommodat ing 
300 pupils wou ld cost $189,876 
and is possible. 

r 
Fu r the r c o m p l i c a t i n g the^ 

J inanc ia ! p icture, however, the 
edmmit tee said tha t the .diocesan 
commi tment of $'200,000 which 
provides most of tf ie CICP in ­
come, might not be for thcoming. 
Father MUl|ligah said that CICP 
parishes^must contr ibute $30^000 
t o show tjheir -commitment in 
order for the diocese t o cont inue 
its annual payment 

He revealed that four parishes; 

have already reported that they 
cannot afford any contr ibut ion\— 
Holy Redeemer, St. -Bridget's, S i 

• Francis, and St. Michael's. It was 
revealed t|)at the St. Michae ls 
Parish Counci l has voted to reject 
even the one-school plan because 
the expense would prevent the 
CICP f rom developing other inner 
c i ty ministries. 

The diocesan report, declaring 
that "every ef fort should be made 
to retain > sortie presence ' o f 
Catholic school education in the 
inner c i ty," recommended the 
one-sdhool, 300-pupiI: system as 
the way t o do it. . 

Presently there are 750 pupi ls : 
in CICP 'schools, a t H o l y 
Redeemer, St. Michael 's, and 
Moun t Carmel. 

"Our recommendation is that 
an admissions commit tee be 
established to work .put an 
al locat ion of places in the school 
for each CICP parish. This 
al location would b e ; based . on 
considerations of the percentage 
of students now in. the system 
f rom each, parish and . of the 
equity involved for St. Francis 
Xavier and St.. Bridget's whose 

b u i l d i n g have a l ready been 
closed." ! . * 

As criteria for admission, the 
. repo r t s suggested three- c o n - . 
\s iderat ions: 1. need" (f inancial 

^and e d u c a t i o n a l ) ; 2. p a r e n t 
support ( involvement in school 
ac t i v i t i e s ) , a n d - 3 . ; r e l i g ious 
commitment . 

The, report made no recbm- . 
m e n d a t i p n as t o : s i te ' b u t -
recommended a commit tee 'be 
formed tpvchpose a bu i ld ing w i th " 
criteria beifig avpi I abi l i ty^ of i the 
f a c i l i t y ; ' a d a p t a b i l i t y of t h e 
f a c i l i t y t o ] an e d u c a t i o n a l 

' program; overall condi t ion of the 
fac i l i ty j ; ! access ib i l i t y t o t h e 
s tudents t o be sierved; ac­
cessibility to variousj communi ty 
instructional resources; v is ibi l i ty 
as a Church service |to the poor. 

yVhile!the Friday njight meeting 
was calm there nonjetheless was 
strong cr i t ic ism of the diocesan 
plan. - • " 

A member, o f t h e CICP 
executive commit tee said that 
t h e one -schoo l p l a n was 
" tokenism." Another said that the 
$200,00,0 annua l d iocesan 

Continued on Page 2 

Fr. Margrett Dies, 
50 Years a Priest 

The Mass of Christian Burial for 
Father J. Norman Margrett was 
celebrated this morning at St. 
Ambrose Church by B ishop 
Joseph L. Hogan. 

Father Margrett, 50 years, a 
priest, died Sunday, Feb. 2, 1975, 
at St. Ann's Home, where he had 
l ived for the past few years. 

Father Herbert 'Stunner of 
Cohocton gave the homi ly at the 
funeral Mass. Bishop Dennis W. 
Hickey celebrated the Mass of 
the High Priest last night at St. 
Ambrose. . - : . - , . 

Father Margrett was pastor of 
St. Patrick's, Cato,. f rom 1937 unt i l 
1944, and then of Holy Angels, 
Nunda Whi le at Cato, he formed 
St Mary Magdalen parish in 
Wolcot t , and bui l t a church 

He stepped down f rom the 
pastorate of Holy Angels in 1957, 
thereafter serving as assistant a t 
t w o Rochester par ishes , I m ­
maculate Concept ion. 'and S t 
Ambrose; as chaplain at ,the 
inf i rmary o f the Sisters of St. 
Joseph Mothefhouse, and as 
assistant at St. Joseph's Way land. 
He retired in 1970. 

His early assignments were! at 
H o l y Cross,, Rochester ; St. 
Patrick's, M t . Morr is; St. Joseph's, 
Livonia; St. Mary's, Auburn; St. 

' l*»<>t-*t-fc« -

Agnes, Avon, as - administrator, 
and St. Mary's, Rochester. 

He was born in Rochester 
March 5, 1900, attended Blessed 
Sacrament Schoo l and t h e 

. diocesan seminaries' arid was 
ordained June 7, 1924. 

Father Margrett 's interest, in 
publ ic celebrations on his. own 
behalf was m in ima l , even before 
his retirement. In. answer to a 
Courier-Journal query as t o his 
40th anniversary plans, ,iri 1964, 
he wrote that he had no plans. " I 
had a big party for my 35th," he 
explained. . ., 

He added that if the Courier 
needed his photograph probably 
it could be found in the files " I 
had it taken some eight or nine 
years ago," he said, "and that is 
recent enough, I am sure " 

When his Golden Jubilee came 
around last June /he planVied to 
s'ay Mass1 at St. Ann's for his 
relatives,1 and perhaps have a , 
i juncfeph party on June 9. A f ew . 
days Defore that , however, he fe l l , 
breaking a hip. 

Surveyors are a brother and 
tftteej sikers, Raymond fftargrett, 
Mrs. Catherine ^Nicolas, Sister 
fpfargaret Joseph,, SSJ, and Mrs. 
i^ndreyy (Helen) Peer of At lant ic 
High ands, N.J.; ' also, several 
nieces'and nephews/ 
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