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The question I'm most often 
asked . in connect ion w i th this 
column- is not ,a f lat ter ing one: I t . 
usually takes place at a social" 
gathering ant) t h e . questioner, 
glass in. hand sidles up and in lieu 

talk/asks: " D o you 
t h a t . m u c h 

of other sma 
rea l l y w a t 4 h 
television? 

The impl icat ions 
Obviously l ih 
for sch lock /B; 
at length n 
laziness. C. 
cance js o u t 
reading, ergo 
unlettered, unjread. 

eiq 

The truth 

are clear. A. 
a high tolerance 

Watching' the-tube 
uires an innate 

Excessive viewing 
1 any ex tens ive 
at heart I am an 

I, sponge. 

of these implicit 
allegations ro ts off me for' the. 
most part, ea js ing a pang only 
after a particularly^ debasing 
expe r i ence such / as s i t t i n g 
through a'repeat of "Cannon," 
actually tun ing in fo r the last 
instal lment of "a "Harry O " two- ' 
parter or catching "Kojak" dunk 
his lo l l ipop in a cup of coffee. 

It is then I rsaBze that the New 
York Times o > e d page which I 
h o l d b e t w e e n me and t h e 
television set each n ight is n o t ' 
suff icient pro:ect ion against the 
evils emanat ing f rom across the • 
rodmv 

And / i t is then I. head for the 
new book shop in town where 
you can L7uy fair ly recent paper 
backs a b t w o f o r a quarter if you 
doa't njiind the absence of the 
Iront cover. 

Last week I came home w i th 10 
(ia! a. cost of $1.34 inc luding tax) 
and . be tween M o n d a y and 
Wednesday read Berne's "What 
Do .You Say After You Say Hello?" 
"Fear o f Fly ing" by Erica Jong, 
whose literary style is highly 
reminiscent of the pig-tailed. 
exhibit ionist I sat next to in the 
f i f th grade, "The Errand Name 
Diet" by Jean Sommers and Dav id . 
i/iscott's "Feet Free." Yesterday I, 
s ta r ted- ' .on Wo 'odward a n d ' 
Bernstein's "A l l the President's 
Men", and by tomorrow I should 
h a v e M e r l e M i l t e r ' s b i o g r a p h y o f 

Harry Truman, "Plain Speaking" 
f inished. • 

The consequences of com­
pressing so much inte l lectual 
effort into'such a short t ime were 
p r e d i c t a b l e . I d r e a m e d jof. 
Howard'Hunt dressed in a red w ig 
eating Dol4 Pineapple slices at 90 
calories per ring and Truman, a 
.member of a t r ansac t i ona l 
analysis therapy group which 
needs col lect ive permission to 
board an airplane.' 

But thatj is not the worst 'result 
of reading, when I should have* 
been staring with glazed eyes and 
dry tongue at the l i t t le silver 
screen. • • 

No, the serious consequence, 
dear reader, is that having 
watched ndthing this week — not 
the new Smothers Brothers Show, 
nor t h e ' premiere of "The Jef-
"fersons" nor the Sam Houston 
spec ia l nor even " H o t L 
Balt imore" I have" nothing to 
wri te about. And thus it is that 
you have been subjected t o the 
above discourse. And if that is 
not suff icient reason for me to 
swear off. reading for Lanother 
couple months then I don' t know 
what is. 

At Home With ThkMovfes 

Gourmet dining 

under tiffany lamps 

Restairant 

1 % Seneca St., Horne l l , N'.Y; Our 
Colon ia l Room—famous for 50 ] years. 
Home baked pastries our Special i ty. ' 
Open dai ly 7 a.m. - 12 midn igh t . . In­
t roduc ing the new Vjv tor ian D in ing 
Room IgoUrmet specials]. Cocktai ls, 
Banquet Room. Au then t i c ant iques, 
T i f fany- type leaded shades create the 
ideal V ic to r ian atmosphere.- Luncheon 
weekdays 11:30, Dinner 5:30, Sunday 
12.-30. 1-607-324-7450. 

J H E R E W A S A " \ 
CROOKED M A N [1970] , \ 

. Saturday, Feb'. 1 • 
Henry Fonda c|nd.KirK Douglas 

star ..in an- oljf-balance Western 
about a refdrrri-minded prison 
warden (Fonda) w h o rises to the 
mora l cha l l enge o f f e r e d by 
renegade cofwi.ct Douglas to 
practice what ! he: preaches about 
rehabiiitationjand trust. The twist 
ending has tc| do w i th a race to 
the death f o | a secret pile- of 
Spanish gpidp. '• 

Corny but t effective, rf^-oc-
casionally violent, and Fonda and 
Douglas ham up the.tr individual 
storms. 

A-1U 

ELECTRA GLIDE 
IN BLUE [1939] 
Saturday, Feci. 1 

This movie was the f lop of the 
year when it firs!t appeared, and 
how wel l i t fares on the small 
screen is doubt fu l . 

It's an i ron id slice-of-life in­
v o l v i n g the r o u t i n e and 
f r us t ra t i ng ex i s tence o f a 
s m a l l t o w n m o t o r c y c l e cop 
(Robert Blake) in the Southwest. 

-Blakse simultaneously, revels in 
sucfj details of his l i fe, as his 
splendid uni form and rugged 
equipment, bifit he yearns for the 
"bigger" reputat ion he might 
Tiave as a detective. 

A short stint With marshal 1 
Mitch Ryan cures him of that, and 
a botched twist - ending that 
reverses the EASY RIDER finale 

leaves you w i th a bad taste. 

A-HI , 

CRAZY JOE [1974] 
Sunday, Feb'. 2 

Grade-A gangster trash stars 
Peter Boyle as the late Joe Callo, 

r 

a maverick Brooklyn mobker 
who paid for his sins wi th his l i fe, 
thanks to the mob's rough sysfemi 

' o f instant justice. The f i lm is 
\ l aughab le in its , pretent ions; 
\(Callo had 'em, too l to the "nob le . 
Ravage" theme, and some of the 
dialogue ("Which do you prefer, 
Sartre or Camus?" quoth Joey jat a 
cocktai l . party in radical-chic 
circles) posit ively reeks. 

Fred Wi l l iamson, in fact, g ves 
the l f i lm its only life as a black 

'gangbjer who tries to help j joe 
give pis own faltering operation a 
new dpse of b lood. But the rest is 
all worthless, especially ini its 
misguided f^orai'ity. 

DOCTORS; WIVES [1971] 
Monday; Feb. 3 

'This one is bure, albeit adult, 
soap-operatics as the doctors jat a 
large .hospital \da l ly w i th !the 
nurses whi le their wives f ind-
diversion elsewhere. ' • 

A colleague's \ i l l t imed fatal 
heart .attack provides the 
necessary scandal \arrd~5tiam = to 
mot ivate everyone pack into their 
p roper and respect ive bed^ , 
Forget i t , especially\if they leave 
in t h e g ruesome \open-h lear t 
surg ica l sequenc Dy 
Cannon, Richard Crerana star; 

ann 

B 

.THE ONLY G 
IN I jOWN [1970^| 
Mojnday, Feb. 3 

Two; lonely, average \ people 
:mee t by ichance, ' take i up 
residence together, and Afinjally 
fal l in love. Warren BeattyAwhile 
perhaps a bit too young-lopki 
for the part] 'actual ly carrie: 
show as a nervous, jo 
lovable, mixed-up adult-ki 

compulsive gambler mak'rng ends 
meet by playing a piano in a Las 
Vegas club. - ; 

One night Elizabeth Taylor, a 
hefty chorus girl, equally mixed-
up (a mistress kept dangling on a 
string for f ive years by a married 
businessman), wanders in and' 
invites him home- They fo rm a-
"no strings attached" relationship 
whi le ever so slowly coming to 
understand and accept each 
other. 

Veteran director Steyens has 
lost his bounce,and comic flair; 
the f i lm is a bit uneven and 
overlong- And yet, as an "o ld -
fash ioned" melodrama, it- holds 
interest, has color, is holiest and 
divertingly entertaining; 

A-IU 

'Birdie' Set 
At Kearney 

The Bishop Kearney^ Parents 
Clubs wi l l present Showtime '75., a 
tribute to Jerome Kern, on 
Thursday and Friday, Jap. 30 and 
31, and Saturday and' Sunday, 
Feb. 1 and 2 at the high school 
auditor ium. 

The show "Bye Bye Birdie", a 
tr ibute to Jerome Kern, wil4 be 
directed by Brother T.C. Severino, 
and wi l l feature orchestrations 
played by the Kearney Stage 
Band which wi l l be directed by 
Ray Shakin. i 

Curtain t ime is 8 evenings w i th 
a 2:30 p.m. matinee oh Sunday. 
Tickets may be purchased in' 
advance or at the auditor ium 
door. For reservations call 342-
4000. ' . 

H p f Brau Haus 
Mow open Sundays, 
406. Lyell Ave. Home of real German X 
Amer ican cook ing. W i d e choice of 

• con t i nen ta l ' dinners,.' such as Sauer-
braten w i t h potato pancakes and 
Bavarian beef 2011 ash. O p e n dai ly foi 
lunches and dinnprs. Bavarian music 
Fri., Sat. nites. Pd one 254-9660 . Your 
hosts. Bi l l and Beljty Oswald: 

For Reservations Call: 

549-8410 
DINNERS-

RIDGE HUDSON PLAZA 
71&\RIDCERD.EAST 

223 
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H 2846 W. RIDGE RD., GREECE 364 W. MAIN ST.. BATAVIA " 

3326 

K a r - M a c M a n o r :> 

Routes 5 & 29 , Between Geneva & 
Water loo, Tbruway " Exi t ' 42. Dinners ' 
f rom S i 2 5 — Featuring Prime Rib ^ 
Cha* B r o i l e d Steaks" —. C h i c k e n 
Oregano — Liver & Onions — Seafood 
— Beef & Sea Smorg. every Friday — 
Dancing n ight ly e»cept. T.ues. & Thurs. 
Reservations - 789-1305 or 539-8044. 

Special Daily Pfice Stockade Steajc 
' & '5.25 

Inflation Fighter Stpckade Steak 
"4 .25 ' 

Sunday Special - Inflation Fighter 
Prime Ribs of Beef 54,95 

Childrens Menu Available 

LUNCH AND DINNERS' 
EASTVIEWMALL 
RT. 96 VICTOR 

U U U U U I U M M ^ 

''We're Proud To Serve You' 

: 

at 
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WL STOmSOPEII 7 *.M^VH.MIDVIGHT SUMDAY THAU THURSDAY I 

FHI.M3 m,fo W§ Bfl. Slore Oni^F i l .^ iJ l^ lW) 

869 East Ridge Rd.. Irondequolt 911 JEFFERSON RD. 

L w ^ ' m t n n n w T t w t i v . u n m t u u k t t 

Roman Forum 
Restaurant 
Home aline 

amparor'j UKBriiB 

PIZZA 
• old tyme movies 

• free popcorn ' 

• draft-beer and wine 

• hero'sandwiches 

131311006 Road E.-PI0M 288-9352 
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MI KE S 
LUNCHEONS IN GUR NEW 

LOUNGE: 

, TiffanYiLamps/Lpg-Buming: 

fireplacei. 

JUDY DAILY at the Piano Bar 

. MaNklUESVWEDi, 

1̂ 485 M t 

DINNERS 
IN OUR BEAUTIFUL 

DININQ;R00M' ; v 

/ The Fabulou? Bob DiNeri 

and' tHe^Partnership v 
FfK&Sati Nite© 9:cfel:30 
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THE 
MANHATTAN 
RESTAURANT 

• . .H i isA : ^ ••' ..' - ' ' 
R O © M AVAILABLE :FOR 
GRJOUPSiOE 25-100, 

A,MENU':PLANNED • 

JUST FOR. Y Q l / . i ; 

CHOJCE OF COCKTAILSJ 

25 |AST AVE, . . 

Fo 
l ike 

f o r t 

W 
read 
"Son 
calle 
succ 

A 
con 
ecpr 
evei 
mon 
and 
eeec 
the 

the.tr
file:///arrd~5tiam
file:///open-hleart

