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By Religious News Service 

As-divorce rates in the U.S. and 
in many other nations continue 
to risej, religious leaders are being 

i exhorted to confront the problem 
of pastoral care o f church or 
synagogue, members alienated 
f rom :he marriage state. 
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addi t ion, there are in-
calls for new and 

concerted efforts, to shore up 
has-been described as a 

deteribrat ion of fami ly l i fe and 
reaffirm the fami ly as the basic 

the religious framework. 
efforts wpu ld include 
and more professional 

guidance and counseling for the 
pre-married as well as for those in 
t roub led" marriages. 

Father John L. Thomas, 5J, a. 
soc io l og i s t at Geo rge town 
Un i ve r s i t y , W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., 
to ld ttie general meeting of the 
U.S. ' C a t h o l i c b ishops . fn 
November that the family l i fe 
si tuation in*"the Catholic Church 
is "extremely cr i t ica l . " He said 
the growing divorce rate among 
Catholics was the major problem. 

„ Warning the bishops that "soon 
over half your parishes w i l l be 
(made up of) divorced persons," 
the Jesuit said there is gre'at 
confusion among Catholics on 
t h e t h e o l o g i c a l aspects of 
Christian marriage,;on family l i fe 
and divorce. He said these 
questions must be faced im
mediately " i f the Church is to 
survive." ^ 

Generally speaking, divorce is 
much more acceptable t o " the 
religious communit ies of the 

1970s than-previously, although 
most' religious leaders are un
wi l l ing to categorically condone 
divorce. Whi ie many hold that 
divorce Is due tlo moral lax i ty o r -
lack of comrhitment to the 
challenges and responsibilities of 
marriage, they accept i t as a fact 
of l i fe today, j 

Rabbi Harold; Lemer, spiritual 
leader of Toronto's Pride of Israel 
Ternple, noted ih a speech before 
divorced and separated Jews that 
divorce, in many cases, represents 
"unnecessary . I. . butchery" of a 
marriage that. , cou ld be1 saved 
through effort! or professional 
counseling. I 

'^General ly Smarriages d o n ' t 
die," he said, ."They're ki l led 
through bumbliing and neglect." 
The rabbi added that there is a 
great deal ojf t ruth to the 
statement that 1'people wou ld not 
divorce for tr iv ial reasons if they 
did not marry fpr tr iv ial reasons." 

A Paulist priest w h o specializes 
in a ministry to divorced, and 
remarried* Catholics in Boston : 

told an ecumenical dialogue on 
divorce last Jyne that a major 
problem in His Church is the 
"hunger" of remarried Catholics 
to remain in the Church. 

An advoca te of C a t h o l i c 
marriage law changes that w o u l d 
permit (divorced Catholics, to 
remarry j w i t h t h e Church 's 
b less ing/ Fattier James Young,. 
CSP, declared that there is now 
li t t le room fordivorCed'CathoJics 
in the Catholic parish structure. 
He said that is- why other 
divorced people w h o have been 
t h r o u g h " t h e sp i r i t ua l and 

For Prison Laws: JPD 
By BONITA BALDWIN 

1975 promises to be the year 
for a breakthrough in correctional 
legislation in New York State, 
a c c o r d i n g t o the Genesee 
Ecumen ica l M i n i s t r i e s ' p r ison 
reform thrust, the Judicial'Process 
Commission, At a pi lot workshop 
in the 53rd Senate district last 
Wednesday, changes in the state • 
administration and the formation 
of the New York State Coalit ion 
for Criminal Justice and the Rapid 
Communicat ions Network were 
cited as reasons for opt imism. 

The JNew York State Coalit ion 
"for Criminal Justice, a group" of 
prison [action groups f rom across 
the state;\rp> formed a pol icy 
commijttee which is draft ing land 
revising bil ls considered im
portant to prison improvements. 
These priority bil ls wou ld give 

' inmates greater mail and visit ing 
privi leges-. A n d d u r i n g 
discipl inary proceedings against 
t h e m , pr isoners c o u l d b r "ng 
witnesses and be represented by a 
lawyer 

Hospital Group 
Plans Drive 

Medical and psychiatric needs 
would be served by the Depart
ment of Health and Department 
of Mental Hygiene, respectively, 
instead of the Department of 
Correctional Services, and in -

. mates serving l i fe , sentences 
could no longer, be deemed 
civi l ly dead if the proposed 

, legislation were to become law. 

Another group of bil ls being 
drafted by the Coalit ion's po l i cy 
committee wou ld affect parole 
decisions. Wr i t ten reason wou jd 
be required if or parole denial. 
Parolees t h r e a t e n e d w i t h 
revocation of parole wou ld b i 
granted a prel iminary hearing ih 
the local i ty where the-a l leged 
violat ion occurred and al lowed 
release on b a i l . Cur rent ) 
hearings are held in the\.person"? 
former prison], hindering defensfe 
preparation and the presence of 
witnesses.. 
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Richard Bagby and Mrs. 
P. Donovan, co-chairifnen 

M o n r o e C o m m u n i t y 
Auxil iary (MCHAUX), 
the 10th Anniverjsary 

l i p t drive wi l l begin 
Jan. 27,}/vith luncheon 
members'at the hospital 
Theme for this year is 

W h o Need People." 

iary president, Mrs. John 
Bronsdm, repor ts the ' . 300 
members of MCHAUX provide 

" f o r sorpe 700 patients 
residents of Monroe Corn-

Hospi ta l / a facility! [for 
care and rehabi l i tat ion. te rm < 

Officers of the auxiliary) are 
Bronson; Mrs. Wi l l i am S. 

f i rst v ice president;; Mrs. 
Carhart, second i v ice 
:; Mr. ClarenCe Muej lery 

recording secretary; Miss Mi ldred 
•i corresponding secretary; 
vt isY, Peggyf W t d o k , 

Potential employers wou ld /be 
proh ib i ted* f rom denying .em
ployment t o a person solely on 
the basis of an arrest wh ipb had 
not been fa l lowed by a con
v ic t ion, in another bi l l / Yet 
another is designed to elirninate 
licensing and bonding;restrictions 
on ex-cbnvicts. Some of/.the 60 
occupations currently restricted, 
according to Lynn Zeller/ a VISTA' 
volunteer wjorking w i t h - Prison . 
Act ion 'Croup, inc lude boxing, 
operating, a bingo game, em
balming, and junk dealing. 

The Rapid Communicat ions 
Network was established by the 
New York State Council^ of 
Churches to work w i t h the 
Coal i t ion frjr Criminal Justice. 
I rene jack lson, / a v o l u n t e e r 
work ing ' in /jJban^", w i l l research, 
evaluate, and* summarize bil ls in 
each' stage I o f / the. legislative 
process a r id / d i s s e m i n a t e i n 
format ion weekly t o n ine satell ite 
offices throughout the state. 
D a v i d Leven/*" w i l l b e t h e 
Rochester c o n t a c t person 
work ing ;thrpugh JPC Telephone 
trees w i l l communicate tr ie i'ri-
- format ior i ' tQjB. many interested 
* pers.ciris- and gfoup's^S p^Ksible-so '', 
tha t AkeyLrJeqpleHft the gqvern-
rrteht p r ^ | M c a n ^ b e i 'c0jfttaGted;;at 
t h e ^ a p p r ^ P " , ^ t ime ; . ; ;--*'-.;. _-.". 

• ; ! - ' • ' , 

emotional tur-mpij," are often the 
best healers. , 

During that same dialogue, 
held a t the GraymoorSiEcumenicai, 
Institute, Carrison, rM-V., wher 
members of the Franciscan, Frians 
of • t h e A t o n e m e r t t sponsdr 
retreats for d ivorced persor/s, 
Father Robert StepHjanoupoulps' 
of the _ Greek Orthodox Ar
chdiocese of North-? and Sopth 
A m e r i c a s a i d t he ; app roach 
adopted by the Orthbdox Church 
to the divorced is "onfe of support 
and guidance for errant chirdren 

N o t i n g t h a t tr je Eastern 
Churches do not "g iye" divorces 
and that divorce is a "grave sin 
which requires £ corrective and 
new di rect ion," he said the 
Church " fn her concern and 
solici tude offers the possibil ity 
for repentance and a fresh start." 

The Church of England, only 
recently, voted to restudy the 
entire question of marniage and 
marriage discipline!, / reopening 
the whole,quest ion of/remarriage" 
of divorced persons in the 
Church. A similar proposal was 

, rejected by the Angl ican General 
Synod in. 1973. L 

At that t ime, Bishop Robin 
Woods of Worcester cal led on 
the Synod to l iberalize the 
canons of remarrjage, declar ing 
that the Church / r r p s t practice 
" C h r i s t i a n f o rg i veness and 
compassion for divorced people." 
He said'that ""forgiveness implies 
not a l i fe-long hardening of the 
situation but the possibil i ty of a 
new l i f e a n d , | t h e r e f o r e , 
sometimes a new marriage." 

Also in 19/73, the Episcopal 
bishops of the U.S. voted t o a l low 

. divorced persons to be remarried 
anywhere, providing, a bishop 

" g i v e s consen t . T h e new 
regulations^were seen as being 
"pastoral i/n nature," providing 

^ass is tance / to persons who'havip 
been "v i c t im ized" by a bad 
previous marriage or one w h i c h 
has been annul led because of 
impediments. 

In the Catholic Church, where 
divorce-and-remarriage w i thou t 

,. an annulment is of f ic ia l ly for
bidden, the pastoral concern for 
the divorced has spil led over into 
areas of Church discipl ine! There 
is a/rising chords o f appeals for 
changes or relaxation of Church 
law regarding remarriage as a 
means o f expressing pastoral 
outreach. 

In a strong plea t p the Catholic 
thurch for a change in discipl ine 
and new directions in its pastoral 

/approach t o t h e / d i v o r c e d and 
r e m a r r i e d , a Jesuit scho la r 
proposed tha t such persons "be 
off ic ia l ly readmitted to fu l l 
communion in / t h e Church" on 
the basis of certain condit ions. 
The proposal,, made, by Father 
Charles Whelan, SJ, of Eordham 
University Law School^ appeared 
in the Jesuit weekly > review,' 
America, and was hearti ly en
dorsed ^ed i to r ia l l y ; b y t h e • 
publ icat ion. ' 

Cit ing the fact that 3 mi l l ion 
Catholics in the U.S. are divorced 
and* remarried-^and that mos t . 
second mar r iages have n o t 
received Church approval, the 

__ Jesuit said the Church is a long 
, way f rom a " fu l l and off ic ial 
solution to one of (its) jnost 
pressing pastoral problems." 

He cal led for changes in 
d i s c i p l i n e w i t h regard t o 
Catholics when f i rst marriages'are 
"irretr ievably lost," annulment is 
impossible, partners in a second 
marriage seek t o . "part ic ipate 
fu j l y " in Church l i fe and there are 

. "sol id grounds" for hope: that a 
second marriage is a Christian 
one. 

"The basic just i f icat ion for this 
. change in discipl ine w i th respect 
- t o these Cathblicls," he said, " is 

that marriage and fami ly l i fe are o 

fundamental human rights which 
may n o t b e d e n i e d e x c e p t for the 
most compell ing; reasons." 

Urging the Church t o leave 
questions of va l id i ty and in
dissolubility, o f jriafYiage to God's 
judgement, .Fathjer Whelah .said 
the;£hurch should take a "midd le 

/: g round "betweeip] denunciat ion 
.and*:blessing/' Hp sa'jfj " there are 

i * 

no u n f o r g i v a b l e s ins; and 
repentence. |: .always opens the 
door t q a new chance and*full l i fe 
in the !Chr'isti;an communi ty . " 

Father Charles Curran o f , the 
Cathol c. University of America, 
Washington, D.C., to ld a Canon 
Law Society 'of [America meet ing 
last October that a consensus is 
d e v e l o p i n g ir) t h e C a t h o l i c 
Church t o change the pastoral 
practice and al low divorced and 
remarried Catholics t o take part 
in the sacrarnents under-certain 
circumstances. 

. A ra t i ve Rochesterian, Father 
Curran • said he supported a 
change in pastoral pract ice and 
advocated a change in the 

^ C h u r c h I. t e a c h i n g on i n 
dissolubility-! He held that the 
teach ngishduld be offered as an 
ideal with the understanding that 

some 
practi 

may fai l t o l ive up to it i n * 
ce. 

M s ? r . | S tephen Ke l leher , 
former chief judge of the New 
Yqrk a r chd iocesan mar r i age 
t r ibunal , to ld a . national con
ference o f | d ivorced Catholics 
that changes! in Church discipl ine 
Would have the pastoral effect of 
enhancing the dignj jy of persons 
"anguishing f r om the near mortal 
wounjds of dead marriages" and 
bolster " the clignity o f chi ldren o f 
these, marriages as wel l as, the 
digni ty of , 
muni ty and 
large! 

t h e . Christian com-
the communi ty at 

In an example of pastoral 
response, thp Bridgeport, Conn.^ 
diocese established an of f ice irt-
January 1974 to assist d ivorcee! 
s e p a r a t e d / a n d r e m a r r i e d 
Catholics. / Wh i le / help ing the 
clergy assist Catholics in problem 
marr iages/the agency also seeks 
to help priests "become aware" of 
the needs o f those.al ienated by 
divorce and remarriage. 

Father , T h o m a s ' .p r . i sco l l , 
diocesan chancel lor, said Bishop. 
Wal ter / Cur t is * Q £ , B r i d g e p o r t 
established the program because 
of the/increase in Catholics who. 
require special pastoral:care. " W e 

. s imp lywant to reach, out to those 
in need," he. said. 

W h i l e — m o s t P ro tes tan t 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s , t h e -Or thodox 
churches and Conservative, a n d . 
Reform Jews are not as stringent 
as the Catholic Church about 
rejecting [divorce and remarriage 
pn doctr inal grounds, they are 
increasingly concerned w i t h the 
growing breakdown of marriage 
arid fami ly l i fe. - * 

Agreeing tha t there: is. a need 
for pastoral ' concern for^. the 
divorced and remarr ied, as we l l as 
other alienated groups, religiouj*. 
leaders face the two fo ld problem 
df reaching back to minister to 
t h e a l i e n a t e d , a n d , r e a c h i n g 
.forward t o bu i ld program's of 
preparation for marriage that w i l l 
f o res ta l l an inc rease in 
separations and divorces. 
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