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Mrke and Elaine hope to havea fourth child. Th- questron of ..
. where that baby and others like him will be born hangs in the air
| at St. Mary’s. The~ hospltal may be forced to close its. 0B,
department. _ i
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The Cenesee Reglon Health PlanmngCouncrl has decrded to
close one Rochester area obstetrical unit. A 197F cost-study for
the American - College .of Obstetricians and- Gynecologrsts
(ACOC]; recommended that for-geatest. efficiency obstetrical
services' in_urban areas be cansolidated to. produce more than.
1,500 live" births per year .for each unit#with maximum of 30

5. minutes home to hospital driving time. The Planning Council is
. using this study-to:support its decision to close one unlt b
* cost studies have not been conducted
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‘ In 1973 St. Maryswas the only "Rochester hospital whose 1i¥

irths (1,305) totaled less that. 1,500 In spite of this, Jo Grant of"
t public relatronsdepartment cites four main reasons umque to . : _ . o o
St Mary’sthatarg-eagamstclosrngltsOBumt - . c L T L T P T

. _ : ' , - Daddy stadies his youngést daughter.

‘~Fnrst St. Mar}y’s is the only Catholic hospital wrth an ob— : : T L ' : . P ' !
stetrical | depart ent between Syracuse and Buffalo. Rochester , . ) . o oL : :
area: Catholics, 50 ent of the total population, ought to have
the option, shé isays, of having their- children in “a Catholic
ho;pttal which gakes a.moral stand in refusing to ‘perform
abortions and sterilizations. Mrs. Grant says that St. Marys has’
lost some. ?atrents because of this stand e

A study conducted: by St. Marys showed that per,.re
bu sements by Blue Cross and Medicaid were less‘at St. Mary’s. -
Mrs. Grant reportsithat the cost per day in maternity departments
at other hospitals imay be as much asf $60 or $70 more an the

cost at St. Mary/s ok § '
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i Thlrdly, St. Mary’s is the onIy hosEltal in the mner city and
wi§'hes to continue serving its neighborhood. Finally, St. Mary’s is.
he nly hospital west of the Génesee River-until reaching Brock-
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The decision of the Genesee Region Health Plann rlgt
- will be made by April 1. If St._Mary’s closes, Dr. luppa says
ph&srcrans like himself’ and families like the Voorheis’s will “have
to start all overi agam -at *another hosprt L
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