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r.COU,RIER-JOURNAL Wednesday, January 22,1975 

WOfiBFOR 
' SUNDAY 

AlbertShamori 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mt . 4:12-
23 ; : (R1) Is. 8:23-9:3. (R2) 1 Cor..' 
1; 10-13,17: -

,The theme qf Sunday's l iturgy 
is, definitely that of l ight and 
daVkness. . 

•Isaiah's hope for. -Galilee, the" ' 
destruction-*pf : Israel bega/i !!in • 
Galilee.-In 732 B iC the Assyrian 
Tiglath Pileser III l avaged the 
reg ion a r o u n d 'Ga l i l ee and 
deported; -its inhabitants-., Isaiah 
responded J n- a prophecy of 
consolation*for Galilee. One day,^ 
in tlfat. land, Isaiah foretold, a -
great •-light wou ld shine. The 
Sospel reveals that the Light 1 is 
Zhrist. (He wou ld br ing great joy, 
3S at the harvest, for He wo i i ld 
:ake away the sins that caused 

,:he darkness of g loom and death. 
• - t • 

Sacred Scripture expresses sin 
n two wa^ys: in lists of'th'ou shjtlt 

not" and in imagery. Iri the past 
people tended t o th i nk of si n 'only 
n terms of " thou shalt no t " — of 
jo ing n o n q ad iqns . "Don ' t do 
:hat again." "Don ' t steal." "Stop 
:hat" . "Keep.out . " When moral i ty 
s reducef r to on ly no-no aqtiohs, 
it really doesn't get to the heart of 
sin. Actions are external, or> 

: f ; 
reach. ..the 
pepple" db, 
they are 

heart 
y.not-nejcessan: 

They" say what 
illy what 

The first reading expresses servable;. they d o n ' t necessarily 

To get to .the heart of sin, 
therefore,;' Sacred Scripture In 
addit ion t p a l ist of .no-no actions 
(the ten j .eommardments) uses 
vivid- imagery. Scripture •> com
pares sin! to ieprd>sy:,'blindness, 

. hardness j of heart',, fo l lowing 
crooked ways, o r walk ing in 
darkness (R1). These images hint 
at the inner meaning of sin, for 
they describe a state of being 
rather than a series of acts. Acts 
generally . result f rom the 'state 
one is i n . Thus if one is walking in 
darkness, all -kinds of evil actions 
can happen. In the dark, one can 
lose his Way, and 'so o n . ^ j 

In regard to sin, therefore>^he 
"new mora l i ty" shifts the5 em
phasis f rom a legal concept of sin, 
as doing no-no actions, to a more 
personal understanding pf sin, as 
being a no-no.person'. It wants us 

•"/ 

U 

t o see;sjn~iTiofe than a breaking of 
a-Mw;/f f©p|W;^s impersonal and 
d o e s n o t touch; motives). I t wants 
us/;te>;iee siri for what i t really is: 
the breSking-of ^persons or the 
refusal' to- groW/ to .respond to 
others, ;tp become -a total person 
(which is God's1 wi l l in our 
regard). Images ,of darkness and 
blindness, as,, used.. in Scripture, 
help.us to see sin more as a state 
of being and not just as a series of 
doing-wrong acts. ' . -

Confess ion t oday is o f ten : 
neglected 'precisely because t h e 
examinat ionof conscience is sti l l 
made in the l ight o f , a check-list 
against the ten commandments. 
We w o u l d , ' see the ' need ^ for 
frequent tonijfession once [we 
began to v iew our lives not so 
much in relation tp ten laws as in 
relation to persons arqund us and 
to a loving God above us. 

The good l ife -is not just 
keeping laws, but being good, 

J\ 

rd qthe/s towan 
we respond? 
respond? " I 'm too busy 
otjhfer plans 
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nd .the Other , Do " 
Qc : how' d o we 

' vego tx ^ 
Don f t jgo. w i th 

hifrv!" " I t 's either my Way or vno " 
w a y / ' . A n i l s u c n a no-no person? 

IGVice we ref ect that! we have 
l i v i n g respons ib i l i t i e s t o w a r d s 
others " - j - our family,,, parish, J. 
npghborhqod,"bu5ifress, and so^ '. 
o n ; once - we. realize a tha t at 
baptism we have taken .prf a'••* 
whole new life-style,.as ong does : 
who gets, marr ied, so that w e are, 
respons ib le tip b e c o m e t h e ' 
chi dren 'of God. that we are and 
t o ead others to H im —' Jhen 
we'l l begin t o see the need of 
fr^cjueht- confession, 'it, w i l l he lp 
sciattef the darkness — 'tfiat state . • 
oi not being able to see that there 
is 'more to l i fe than ourselves. 
, ! ~ COURIER DEADLINE 

'The Coiurier-Joumal deadline i s -
nqon Thursday for articles ^ i n -
tehded for the fo l lowing ' Wed
nesday, ed i t ion . ' ' 
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SOME HAVE ASKED! THEMSELVES THIS QUESION. SOME: HAVE NEVER THOUGHT ABOUT IT. ALL WILL HAVE T O ANSVyEK IT SOMETIME. JUST 
AS DEATH IS INV1TABLE SO IS THE NEED FOR BURIAL FACILITIES. IF YOU SHOULD FIND IT DIFFUCULT TO CONSI0ERJTHIS MATTjER NOV/, 
THINK H O W IDIFFICULT IT WILL BE O N A DAY WHEN THE DECISION CAN N O LONGER BE POSTPONED. 

1 . 

2. 

3, 

4; 

5. 

CHOOSING A FAMILY BURIAL PLACE IS INEVITABLE, i t can be done 
when there is a d e a t h s a t ime o f sorrow and confusion—or it can be dot ie 
NOW, thoughtfu l ly and at you r ' own convenience. 

SOMEONE MUST D O IT. Un.lessjt is a planned,decisibn now, your fami ly 
may have to depend on the judgment pf a fciend, of even a stranger^ to 
select in haste and hope he.wil l not disappoint those w h o w i l l be the riTost 
frequent visitors. 5 _ ' - ' * / 

DEATH.IS A TIME OF STRESS. Many things must be done .qu ick1^ i tb " l i t t i e 
t ime t p t h i n k t h e m through. Selecting your burial place is dne of the few 
that carl be done in advance to relieve future^strain. ' "• < 

DEATH IS A T I ^ E OF EXPENSE-a strain on f inances often needed f o r . 
fami ly je-adjustjment. Selecting now can relieve a f inancial problem later 
when such problems are a re^al.burden. ' \ 

WHAT D O YOU WISH T O PAY* You can decide tha t easily now—h;ot so 
easily later. Whoever makes the decision a t : t ime of death is l ikely to be 
g u i d ^ by emotion: rather than prudence. ' : . ' • ' ! ; ' . ' , ' / • 

6. H O W D O YOU WISH TO PAY? You can purchase i t asVou pljeiase— in one 
- payment o r over a period o f$ ime, w i thout j n te res to r f inance jcharges. 

7. WHAT YOU! D O N T CHOO$E NOW WILL INEVER COST JOU LESS; If 
history is any teacher, the same selection later w i l l be more expensive and 
the same expense later may require considerably further to!:trfavel to newly ' 
developed out ly ing locations.. ; ,. M 

8. YOUR FAMILY BURIAL PLACE WILL BE VISITED OFTEN. I t can be a j j iace 
of peace and prayer suited t o your family 's tajstes. If you want . i t t o be that , 

J it may be hard t o achieve at the t ime of djsath, when the weatheri an J the 
season can make judgement d i f f icu l t . • • | 

9. D O YOU CARE WHERE YOU ARE BURIED? If youj d d n % someone ve ry . 
• l ikely does, arid that someoge must decide jin haste wh i thou t your help. 

Experience shows that it is usually the wprrian rath'er than |the man w h o 
must do, it. " - . | , i| ' - . ' • • " , 

' ' ' "" J ; ' ' • '• ' -
10 WILL YOU WANT . . . REGULAR OR MAUSOLEUM BURIAL. S i nck the 

cost is about the same this is a decision t h a V c ^ i be made now and avoid 
the confusion surrounding a death. f I i . !l ' 

..,,J^iatbout the future,of White Haven ,. '.. 
| ^ | | | | j | | t j ^ rn4ny families wh© have placed theft -trust in us .;. 
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y m i t E H A VE N JVIEMORIA L PAR K 
210 Marsh Road, Pittsford, N.Yi 14534 

Please let me have '•matipn on CemeterV lots 
Mausoleum Crypts arid a 
"Lets Faqe It Now 

NAME:." "" 
ADDRESS 

CITY 

^N . 

FREE copy of th;e bookMt 
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