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In His valedictory'at the..Last 
Christ prayed tha t al l w h o w o u l d 
spejak.in His name and profess a way 

m e r i t i n g j t r i e 
Christian would' 
the unity • for w 
prayed — a un. 
would- reflect H 
oneness with His 
will. 

Supper, 
dare to 

of life 
name 

ihare in 
ich He 
ty tha t 
is own 
Father's 

Almost 2,000 years 
have passed since He 
grayed in the presence of 
His d isc ip les: "Tha t . a l l 
may be one , as y o u , 
Father, are in me {and I in 
y o u ; i l pray t h a t t f tey may 

be jane in us, t ha t the w o r l d may.be l ieve tha t 
yoiJ sent m e . " (John 17:21) A n d ye t w e st i l l 
parjade under His name in broken un i t y , in 
bilgjotry and dissension — al l the whiJe 
seeking His blessing. 

| Since 1909 the Catholic'Churchi has set. 
asi<|Je this week (Jan. 18 t o 25) t o pray fo r 
un i ty among Christ ian peoples. This oc tave 
of prayer takes on add i t i ona l s ign i f i cance 
dur ing this H o l y Year of Reconc i l i a t i on . Pope 
Paul V I has said: " W e wish t o p roc la im and 
preach tha t the reconc i l i a t i on o f Christ ians is 
one of the principal •aims of the Holy Year. 
Fori, before all men can be brought together 
and restored t o the.grade of G o d our Father, 
coi jnrnunion m u s t . b e establ ished be tween 
thdse w h o ' b y fa i th have acknow ledged and 
accepted jesus Christ as the Lord o f M e r c y 
whlo sets men free and, uni tes t h e m in the 
spir i t of love and t r u t h . For this reason, t he 
Jubi lee year, w h i c h the Catho l i c Church has 
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accepted as part of. her 
t r a d i t i o n , can serve as 
per iod fp r sp i r i tua l reneWa 
p r o m o t i o n of Chr ist ian un 

own: custom and 
most o p p o r t u n e 

I and fo r the^ 
t y : " 

r e p e a t e d p a p a l 
couragement. . 

a p p r o v a l ind e n -

t h a : cfO, of.us w i l l j o i n 
observance o f th is 

In t h e s incere hope 
o ther Christ ians in the _ 
week o f prayer I have w r i t t e n t o each pas to r 

J in t he d iocese a letter of exhor ta t ion t o m a k e 
this week, a per iod of. grace and' have 
suggested j ecumen i ca l programs tha t can 
•become a part o f our c o n t i n u e d s t r iv ing for 
.Unity. I ' . • ' ] • • ' r 

Ten years have passed (since Va t i can llfs 
Decree on Ecumen ism and m u c h has ^been 
accomp l i shed fo r w h i c h w e can be g ra te fu l . 
D ia logue , C o m m o n studyj, c o m m o n wi tness 
in socia l a c t i o n , and co r r imon worsh ip have 
b rough t us closer. But m u c h remains to be 
dof ie . 

W« must never forget that all o f oi/r best 

ecumen i ca l e f for ts are. d o o m e d t o f rus t ra t ion 
unless they are founded upon and supported 
by our d e v o u t prayers.. 

' ' ) • 

This Week of Prayer has had a .most 
i n te res t i ng ' h i s to ry .Two Ang l i can priests, o n e 
English, the Rev. i Spencer Jones, and t he 
other an A m e r i c a n , the Rev. Lewis W a t t s o n , 
inaugurated an ocjtave of prayer in 190.8 for 
the reunion" of their Church of England (the 
Episcopal Church in the U.S.') w i t h t he 
Roman 'Catho l ic Church . A year' later W.'att-
son became a Roman Catho l i c and later t he 
founder" of t he Cray m o o r Friars w h o have 
made Chr is t ian un i t y one of the p r inc ipa l 
purposes of the i r order. He popu la r i zed t he 
Idevot ion a m o n g j Cathol ics and a t t a i n e d : 

- M e a n t i m e , in France, a jp r ies t , ' the ' A b b e 
Paul - Coutur ie r , w a n t e d t o ex tend t h e 
devo t i on so tha t Catho l ics wouTd n o t just ' 
p ray ; for o ther Christ ians b u t w i thT them. hj|? 
said., " N e i t h e r Catho l i c prayer, nor (Orthodox 
prayer, nor Ang l i can prayer, nor Protestant 
prayer suf f ice. A l l o f t h e m are neceslsary, a n d 
all o f t h e m toge the r . " . " , * 

• This more t ru l y ecumen i ca l vers ion o f 
the Week of Prayer as / p roposed by •> A b b e 
C o u t u r i e r ga ined • p r o m p t accep tance - in 
churches t h r o u g h o j t France, Germany , t h e -
Scandinav ian coun t r ies ; and H o l l a n d . He 
asked a l l Chr ist ians to pray qu i t e s ' imply " f o r ' 
tha t un i t y w h i c h C i r i s t Wants his CJhurch t o 
have . " He at tachec no strings t o his prayer. 
He t rus ted G o d t o answer t he prayer jin a w ' a y l 
and at a t i m e of God's o w n choos ing . 

In the United 
sponsored by bo th 
bishops and by 
Churches.. 

W e read day 

Christians has led 
sequences. Here ir 

States, the Week is now 
t he A m e r i c a n -Cathol ic 

Na t iona l Counc i l o f t i e 

by day the sad story o f 
Nor thern I re land w i e r e the d iv i s ion b e t w e e n 

the following is a draft of a 
Pastoral Letter from trie National 

Conference of Catholic Bishops 
intended for Jan. 22, the an-
ijivjersary x>i {he Supreme Court 
decision prohibiting states from 

.restricting abortions during .the 
first six months of pregnancy. It 
recaps some of the main ideas 
from the Vatican's recent 
De claration on Abortion and the; 
United States Catholic Con­
ference before the Senate. 

Two years have passed since 
the U.S. Supreme Court'issued its 
abortion decisions permitting 

destruction of unborn human life 
virtually on request. The court's 
action has eroded respect for 
hu'man life and established a 
clihnate of social permissiveness 
that has dramatically increased 
the number of abortions in the 
United States. It is estimated that 

'there were perhaps' 1.8 million 
abjortions throughout the U.S. in 
1974, and that the figure will 
increase to 2.4 million by 1980. 
This means that there will be; one 
abortion for every two live births, 
a Ifigure that has already been 
surpassed in the District of-
Columbia where officials 
estimate that the number of 
abortions is equal to that of liVe 
births. , 

*-fo-

to such t rag ic- c o n -
A m e r i c a weLStiijl have a 

long way to go before.we heal the wiqunds of ' 

years of separation, hostility ah<i'' misun­
derstanding. But am convinced we are 
indeed headed in the right direction -- that 
un i t y is indeed so 
John once said, I n 

>n,eday possible. As Pope 
low repeat: "Let us.hasten 

the coming of tjiis blessed,'day by our 
prayers,' 

this 
life. 

One cannot be insensitiVe to 
nis callous destruction of human. 

Je. There is no justification for 
such' killing. The unpleasant fact 
isi that the vast, majority, of 
abortionshave nothing to do; with -
preserving the life of the mother, 
but are performed "for reasons of 
conveniencê  Perhaps the 'most 
tragic result of the; Supreme 

Court's abortion decisions.is the 
denial of protection for unborn 
human Jife during the. earliest 
silage of its development on the 
grounds that such human life is 
somehow, less meaningful than 
oiher * human . I'life. The 
"meaningful l i fe ' : e th icr j ias-
already- demonstrated - its' ef-
f¥ctiveness"fbr the destruction ot : 

vljje in the hands of |he,.Nazis and 
other .. exponents of 
totalitarianism. 
• v , • . . 

again that human life is precious 
and beyond . simple material' 
valuation. I t is a gift from God 
which must; be protected and 

sustained at; every point of its 
existence.* iParticularly during 
the nine months of pregnancy the 
life of the child should be given 
specialicare and legal protection. 
Science provides ample evidence 
that the life initiated at con­
ception; Is the life of â human 
individual who will pass through 
the stages of infancy, childhood, 
adolescence, adulthood and old . 
age unless destroyed prematurely 
by violence or disease. Scientific 
data abound to Show the, link 
between l i fe • and human 
development in the womb and 
the process .of growth and 

'maturity'during the succeeding 
stages1 of human life. 

These are some jof the realities ?» 
of human life, that the Supreme 
Court chose to ignore i n its death-
dealing abortion decisions. Its 
closed-mindedness led the court 
to withdraw consti tut ional i 
protection for the right to life of •: 
.the unborn af the very time in. 
history when mankind is 
otherwise particularly sensitive to 
violations of fundamental human 
rights. . _ ' . ' ' ' i • 

These reasons aijnpng others 
have prompted - the Catholic. 
Bishops to'tajl for an amendment 
to the Constitution of-frje United 
States .tjiat wiji. . assign , legal, 
personhfcpd tothe.unbbrn cfkild 
and assure the protection of the 
Constitution to eacji arid every 
unborn j human being f rom 
conception on'. In- tlestimpny 
presented to the United States 

Senate $ubcommittee~jon Con­
st i tut ional Amendments, the 
United States Cajtho ic- Con­
ference, explained Vthej reasons; 
and motivations for amending 
the Constitution; [ 

Law, and 
civil law 
with the 
American 
stitutional 
workable 
that has 
the delicate 
defending t 
human 
and accordSn 
of personal 

that a just system of 
cannot be in Conflict 

Law. of 'God. The 
system of con-

has proven to be a 
of law, and one 

ally responded to 
balancing between 

ie common good and 
on the one hand, 

g a due enjoyment 
freedom on the other 

law'l 
s\ stem 
genera 

rights 

study, we 
conclusion 

order. 

Sip« 

only more pressing. 

s have been made to 
the constitutional 

prot2Ction normally accorded to 
ddclors 

ttcip ate in abortion procedures 
Theile isj increasing pressure from 
soms members of the scientific 

"After much consideration and I community to permit the use of 

con; cie itious refusal ' to par- Accel irat? so as to keep the issue' 
prom nently before the Congress 

have cpme to the 

that the, only feasible 
way to reverse the decision of the 
court and . to provide some 
constitutional base for the legal 
pr<5fection of the unborn child is 
by' amending the' Constitution. 
Moreover, his is a legal option 
consistent with the democratic 
process. It reflects the com­
mitment to,human rights that 
must be at the heart of alt human 
jaw, international as well as 
national, and because human life 
is such an eminent value, the 
effort to pass an amendment is.a-
'mora\imperative-of the highest 

the Supreme Court 
ris, the need for 'a con-

Stituticnal amendment has 
becc im€ 

Attemp 
deny 

1 

It is increasingly evident that 
rinly a constitutional'.amendment 
offers an| real hope to correct 

this situation. The passage of/ 
such an aimendmeht remains the" 
irst order of business-as a new 

aborted] fetuses in laboratory* 
"research, free of any restrictions 
whabocver. The courts t con­
tinued to strike down laws, even 
those protective and .regulatory 
measures considered by state 
legislatures ' to be within the 
parameters of the Supreme Court 
opirions. In the face of all this, 
the easy availability of unborn • 

life, and it further erodes 
for human dignity in pur 
The violation of .the right 

Bishops' 'Present Hails 
International""" 

Nonetheless, we 

: J, 

;Mir.rn Ipnce, 

- - : ^ ^ : - : 

i "As Americans, and as 
j leaders,we^havebgen 
I ,tp a spcieft/gdverned .by 
' of law. that; protects the 

individuals^ ahd main 
' cpi^rri.on.jg6p^r.As our 
; fathers iteTieyid^we Be 

LavV;fe:uI|Wate1y based 

religious 
committed 

ajsys^m. 
right! of 

maintains ,|jhe 
founding 

bplja^that?all' 
oft Divine 

Washington, D.C. [RNS] <%- I " 
remarks directed to the 
recogn'itioh o f 1975 as I n ­
ternational Women's Year; the 
president of the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops' Conference declared 
here that "on£ of the most 
praiseworthy "*• developments of 
our times has been-. women's 
growth in appreciation of their 
dignity and jtheir essential 
equality to m e n " 

Archbishop Joseph . L. Ber­
nards of Cincinnati said the 
Catholic Church, like other in­
stitutions; "has4". , ' . ^rown in 

. awareness of and sensitivity to : 
the rignts.of women," He warmly 
welcomed the United Nations-
spphsbred observance^ in the 
narne:pf;the:,bishQps' conference 

: and; I ts "AdTHoc "Committee on 
.VVertieh. T in ^Society. and "the 
ChurcH. '*./'•"-''• '•••• 

well[ as 
the 
movemfent a 
both aj new 

culture 

nurses and hospitals for f̂avor 

nt 

Congress! assembles for its 
legislative >work.- But political 
activity on'the part of those who 

and other legislative :bodies. 

On 
s.ervance 

Court de 

Supreme 
dem; 

suoh an amendment must 

nd 

this second annual' pb-
of the fateful Supreme 
pisions, we 

©ur determination to 
must fenew 
reverse the 

Court's abortion on 
decisions, tp advocate 

hurr an 
. respect 
society. 
to life becomes acceptable, and 
in sbme 
tabl;. 

cases, socially respec-

Ihe rights of the unborn in all our 
social and political! processes, 
and fjo increase educational and 
humanitarian efforts | to sustain 
and. protect human Ijife- at every 
stage; of'.its existence. 

*Declarat ion on \ Abor t ion, 
Sacred Cjongregatioh for Doctrine 
•of the Faith, Nov. 18,1974, Nos. 5, 
8-13,127.! I ' • 

Vyomen's Year 
Hje observed that whi le 

progress towards equality for 
wonpen has been met with 
misunderstanding and even 
oppnsi ion, "many fa ^ ^ - . . . . . w . . ^ many farsifghtedl "A t the same time,"' Ar-
grodps and individuals - men as chbishbh Bernardin noted,"'some 

women. — have seen in 
wor ldwide. Women's-

manifestation of 
stage in human-

and a contemporary 
expression of God's will for the • 
human race." * • " - ^ 

•"Many problems*^ remain,, 
however," he acknovoreclged. "In 
our own country the* equality of 
women is an ideal which. Has- yet • 
to be fully realized insuch fields . 
as ^^education and work. ! Ex- ' 
ploitationof women, both subtle 
and '• overt, continues to 'bel a 
reality . . . . Bel i t t l ing and 
.degrading attitudes toward; 

5 women are all too' often en­
countered in the media and in 
everyday life." 

women, in their commendable 
determination to assert and claim 
their rjights, :+iave adopted . 
positions on particular issues, 

such as the question of unborn 
human life, which are as selfish as 
thejnale chauvinism they rightly 
cohd.emn." 

He said the "challenge" to U.S. 
i men is ;to increase their respect. 
1 and'Support: for women!s rights, 
'and the challenge for women is to 

/'continue to work for equality 
without violating the rights of 

- others who are least ab(le to 
protect themselves." i '_ 
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