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see,kmg His blessmg

' Since 1909 the Catholrc ChUl‘Chl has set
asrde this week (Jan. 18 to 25) to pray for
un:‘ty among Christian peoples. This octave

of
du
Pau l Vi has said:

oo prpmn _,
.- N " v

s

i

. Father, are in me'hnd lin
: -you;, | pray that they may
be one in us, that the world may.believe that
. sent me.” (John 17:21) And yetlwe still *
*  parade under His name in broken.
bigotry and dissension — all the while

prayer takes on additional significance -
ling this Holy Year of Reconciliation. Pope
“We wish to proclaim and
preach that the reconciliation of Christians is
onie of the principal aims of the Holy Year.
For, before all men can be brought together
and restored to the grade of God our Father,
'communron must _be established between
tise who-by faith have acknowledged and
epted Jesus Christ as the Lord of Mercy
'Awho sets men free and unites them in the
«spi‘rit of -fove and truth. For this reason, the
Jubllee vear, whrch the Cathollc Church has

ynity, in  done.

Eprscopal

ldevotlon _among

+ accomplished. for which we can be grateful. -
lDralogue common studys, common witness
in social action, and comimon worshrp have
‘brought us closer But much remains to be

7

. We must never forget that all of ou”r best
‘| ecumenical efforts are doomed to frustration
‘tunless they are founded upon and supported

by our devout prayers .

Thrs Week of Prayer has had a most
interesting " history. Two Anglican-priests, one
English, the Rev: i Spencer Jones,
«|other an American, the Rev.  Lewis Wattson,
inaugurated an ocfave of prayer in 1908 for !
{the reunion” of their Church of England (the P
in the U.S.) with the!.
_ |Roman 'Catholic Church. A vyear later Watt- |
"|son became a Roman Catholic and-later the
founder of the Graymoor Friars who ‘have
made Christian unity one of the principal
ipurposes of their order. He popularized the
Catholrcs ‘and attained;

Church

and the

that unity which

and at a time of

bishops- and by
Churches,

Christians has

derstanding. But
indeed headed in

John once said, |
the coming of
prayers.”

In the United
sponsored by both

We read day
Northern freland w
led to
sequences. Here in-
long way to go bef
years of separation,

unity is indeed so

Scandinavian countries: and HoHand. He
- asked all Christians
C
have.” He attached
He trusted God to a]nswer the prayerin a way®

to pray quite /s'rmply “for’
hrist wants his Ghurch to
no strings to- hrs prayer.

God’s own choeosing. .

States, the Week is now
the American ‘Catholic
the National Council " of
by day the sad ‘story of
here the division between
uch tragic. con-
Anyerica we: still have a
ie.we heal the wounds of -
hos‘trhty and’ misun-
am qonvmced we are
the right direction — that .
meday |possible. ‘As Pope -
now repeat: “Let us.hasten -
this blessed, day by our

l
|

Ihe followmg is a draft of a-
Pas,toral Leiter from the Natipnal
Conference of Catholic Bishops

. intended for Jan. 22, the! an-

e
-

demsmn prohibiting -States from
. - ‘res nctmg abortions during: the

from the  Vatican's -recent
Dectlaration on Abortion and the

U ited States Catholic Con-

ference before. the Senate.

. Jwo veats have passed since |
" the U.S. Supreme Court:issued its
abortion -decisions permitting
destruction of unborn human life
virtually on request. The .court’s
hon has eroded respect for
human life and established a

that has dramatically increased

United States. It is estimated that
th re were perhaps' 1.8 million
abortions throughout the U.S. in
‘1974, and that the figure will
increase to 2.4 million by 1980.
THis means that there will bé one
abortion for every two live births,
a lfigure that has already been
surpassed -in the District of-.
where officials
estimate that the mnumber of

'ortlons is equal to that of lr\/e
hS. "y .

ag

~+ |One cannot be insensitive to

S

$ ch killing. The unpleasant fact
is; that the vast. majority. o

i
o
s
-

' preserving the life of the mother,
‘but are performed for reasons of
convenjence. Perhaps -the ‘most
tragrc result’ of the Supreme

. Court's|abortion degisions is the
denial of protectiorj for unborn’™
hdman life durmgrlthe earliest

* sthge of its development o the

=
other human .

“meaningful - life
leady %emonstra(ted

'

life. | The

ef-

»

.other .. exponents i
- t@tahtanamsm ‘

NI gy 3 N W S A

Nonethel ess, we

) mv:ersary of the Supreme Court

climate ‘of social permissiveness
! stages o’f human life.
the number of abortions in the !

tgls callous destruction of human.
There is no justification for-

eﬁ, six months of pregnancy. It |
‘tecaps some of the ‘main ideas -

/

again that human life is precrous‘
and beyond . simple ~material
juation. 1t is a gift from God
;Ench must. be protected and
stained at: every point of ijts
existence.* |Particularly -during
thé nine months of pregnancy the
life of the child should be given
specialicare and legal protection.
. Science provides -ample evidence
- that' the 'life initiated - at corr -
ceptiont is the life of @ human
individiial who will -pass . through’
the stages of infancy, childhood,
adolescence, adulthood and. old
-age unless destroyed prematurely
by violénce or diséase. Scientific
_data abound to show the link
between life- and - human
development in the womb and
" the process .of growth and
+maturity ‘ during the succeeding

These are some of the realities g
of human life, that the Supréme
Court chose toignore in its death-

i dealing abortion decisions. [ts

h closed-mindedness fed ‘the .court

f
%ssrgn
f personhbod to the (nborn child
abortions have nothing to do; with- .

unds that such human- fife is. .
samehow. less meﬂnmg\‘ul than

ethrcr has- . .

fectiveness for the destructlon of: |}
Jife in the hands of the Nazis and o

‘to’ withdraw ‘constitutional!
. protection for the right to life of-
. the unborn at the very time in.
hrstory when mankind s
' otherwise pan}rcul rly sensitive to
violations of ndamental human
,rights - g
These reasons- among others

have prompted -the Catholic:
Bishops t&*call for an: amendment
. to the Cgristitution of the United
States _that will. legal

and assufe the protectlon of the
i Constitution to each and every
unbrornahuman ‘being from
;conceptron on. - Iy testrmony
presenteéi to the lJJmted States
]Senate ubcommlttee
stitiitional Ameridments, ‘the
United. States - Catholic. Con-
fererice.” explamed ‘the
and “motivations for amending -
the: Constrtutron :‘,“’-.- R

) ”As Ame ’cans and as |

- the delicate

-of personal

" way to reverse

‘Bis

on Con- -
reasons ;-

. - sfitutions,
- awareness of and sensrtwrty to -
 the nghts of women.” He warmly
""welcomed ‘the United Nations-
) sponsored‘ _observahce _

U.S. Bishops Urge nght-to-l.ife Am

Law and that a just system of
civil law cannot be in conflict -
with the |Law. of "God. ‘The
American system of con-
stitutional law has proven to be a

- workable system of law, and one

that has generally responded to
balancing between
defending the common good and
human rights on the one hand,
and according a due enjoyment -
freedom on-the othe

“After m«chh consideratlon and
study, we Lhave come to the
conclusion that the only feasible
the decision of the

court and{ to provide some

" constitutional base for the legal

protection
by’ amend
Moreover
consrstent
process. It ‘reflects the com-
mitment toahuman rights that
must be at the heart of all human
law, * interrational "as well as’
natronal and because human life
is ‘such ‘an| eminent value, the
effory to pass an amiendment is a-

the' Constitution.”

T‘f the unborn child is *
his is a legal option

‘mora lmperatlve of the hlghest

ops’ Presmi

h
Intel'natlonal

- -Washington, D.C. [RNS] % In
remarks -|directed to . the
recognition of 1975 as In- -
‘ternational | Women'’s Year; the
president  of ‘the U.S. Catholic
Bishops: Conference declared -
here that{“one of the most
praiseworthy = developments. - of
our . times|.has been' women’s
growth in [appreciation of ‘their
dignity and ir essential
equality to], men.”

- Archbishop. Joseph 4.
nardin of Cincinnati, said the
Catholic Church, llke ether in-
““hasy”. .. grown

in the
‘brshops conference

ith the democratic

Ber- -

in. -

o reality - ..
'degradmg attltudes

order

Slpce the Suprenmie Court .
decisidns, the need for'a con-
Stltlftl nal amendment has
becomd only more pressing.
Attempts have been- made to
den thé constitutional

protection normally’ accorded to-
doctors| nurses and hosprtals for
conscieptious refusal * to  par-

" ticipate| in abortron 'procedures

There i increasing pressure from
lembers of the . scientific
co mu ity to permit the use of
fetuses in laboratory9
, free of any restrictions
ver. The courts con-
o strike down laws, even
protective and . regulatory
{ 35 considered - by state
ires ' to be within the
rers of the Supreme Court
s. In the face of all this,
vy availability of unborn -
ife, and .it further erodes
for human dignity in our
7. The violation of the right

whats
tinued
tho

: to life becomes acceptable, and

. in some

.cases, socially respec- -
‘ |

N
nt Hails

table.

men’s Year

]

observed that while *
towards equality for.’
has been met| with:

H
progress
‘womén

.mrsunderstandmg and | even, .
many farsi htedr )

opposition,
grodps and individuals — rmen asé
well§ as |women. — have seen in
the! |worldwide. .women's'
movem brit a -manifestation  of
both a new- stage in ' human
cultre] and 2 contemporary
expression of God’s will for the -
human race ' , ;l T

]

f"’Many proble ,remain,,
however,” he acknowfedged. “In
our own country thel equality of
women is an ideal which has yet-
to be fully realized in.sitch fields .
as ,ﬂeducatron and work. [Ex- °
ploitation of women, both’ subtle
and. overt, contmues to ’be. .a
Belltthng and
. toward:

813, 127,

" women,

ndment

It is rn!reasmgly evident that
nly a corpstltutronal .amendment
ffers any real hope to correct
this situation. The passage of
uch an dmendment remains the'
irst order of business-as a new
ongress 4assembles for its .
|,g‘lslat|ve 2work.- But political
lactivity on' the part of those who
Jdavorisuch an amendment must
ccelBrate so as to keep the issué
romfnently before the .Congress
and othe I legislative bodies.

On thrs second annual ob-
servance of the fateful Supreme
Court decisions, we must genew
our etermrnatrop tolreverse the
‘Supr me] Court’s abortron on
demand !decisions, to advocate
the ri hts of the unborn in all our
docial and politicall processes,
and fo increase edudational and
humamtanan effortsi to " sustain
anid. protect_human life- at every
stage of “its exrstence

a.i . *1 i _
’ “

*Dleclaration on| Abortlon,

g?cred Congregation f for Doctrine

the Faith, Nov. 18, 1974 Nos. 5,

|, -

I

women |are “all .tod ‘often’ en-
countered in the ‘media and -in

‘everyday life.”
5 -’! ’
“At the same tlme,""_ Ar-
chbishop Bernardin noted, some

defermitation to assert and claim
their nights,

posrtrons on particular issues,

such as'the question of unborn -

human life, which are as selfish as

-the male chauvmrsm they nghtly -

condemn.”

: He said the ”chal lenge” to U S

lmen is;to increase their respect .

"tand-'support ‘for women’s rights,
and the: challenge for women is to
“continue to work for equality
without VIolatrng -the rights ™ of

.. othrs Irwho are least' able to

' pro ec? themselves," N

in their commendable -

hdve adopted .'

.| In His valedlctory at the Last Supper, accepted as part of her owm custom and fePeated papa‘ approva‘ and " en- . 0
Chrlst Prayed that all WhO WOUId dare to ’ trad’ltlon can’ serve as a most opportune 'Couragement . .} o > L ' I . ) ‘.i
- speak-in His name and pfOfeSS a way of fife “period fpr sprrrltual renewal and for ‘the. - - o » ' o
- . meriting ‘ thé | name . promotlon “of Chnstnan un ty~” o N Meantlme in France aJpnest the Abbe | 0
Christian would share in” ° e - ‘{ . - Paul . Couturier, wanted to extend the'- P
the unity.|for which- He = - ln the'sincere hopethatall of.us will ;om " ‘devotion so that Catholics would not just’ | |
¥ prayed = | a unity that * | other Christians "in the observance &f this pray- for other Christians but withthem.
would. reflect His own. | week of prayer | have written to each pastor said, “Neither Catholic prayer, nor Orthodox
eneness with- His'|[Father's. . ".in the diocese a letter of exhortation to make prayer, nor Anglican prayer, nor Protestant . l
will LT C this week, a period of"fgrace and have prayer suffice. All of them are necesFary, and i |-
‘ ' o suggested |ecumenical programs that cap. . . all of'them together.” . = . S
1 Almost 2000 _years ‘become a |part of our contgnued striving for - ) ‘ R S
y have passed sinte He - unity. | » I " - This ‘more truly ecumenical version of | A
; _prayed in- the presence of ! P “the Week of Prayer as/mroposed ?oy Abbe . 3 4
j His disciples: ““That . all . Ten years have passed since Vatican ||f5 " Couturier gained .|prompt acceptance - in . i
may be one, ‘as vyou, Decree on Ecumenism and much has been churches throughout France, . Cermany,\the‘ : :

e
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