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[My dear People, , * / j 

A t the end of 1974, the Genesee Region Health 
Planning Counci l announced plans t o consolidate 
the obstetrical services! in the area of the~"Diocese of 
Rochester. These plans if based on the number of 
deliveries alone,and no other factors, might mean 
The closure of the only Catholic obstetrical services 
in Monroe and Chemung Counties. ;. 

• i • • ' : 

Catholic hospitajs stand <• as a witness of the 
importance to l i fe and the respect and dignity of 
individual persons from' concept ion to death. The 
presence of St. Mary's Hospital in Rochester and St. 
Josejph's Hospital in Elmira, fn the inner c i ty areas of 
bothi cit ies, manifests the desire df these institutions 
t o serve all patients regardless of race, color, creed or 
soc ioeconomic status. In both Rochester and 
Elmira, these Catholic hospitals offer patients the 
alternative of a religious-sponsored obstetrical un i t 
and, the right to give birth.in a hospitalJthat does not 
perform elect ive abortions. 

for ' 

Likewise, I encourage, you ^o send J letters of 
•support for the cont inuat ion of obstetrical services 
at both Sjt. Mary's and S t Joseph's hospitals. Your 
parish priest w i l l be instructing y p u f r o r n t h e pulp i t 
arid through parish bulletins that your wr i t ten 
responses should be sent to: i ' ~* 

Mr. Anthony Mo t t 
Genesee Region Health Planning Counci l 
311 Alexander St. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14607 

and to: 
(. 

II urge all of you to;endorse the petition 
cont inuat ion of obstetrical services at St. Mary's 
Hospital in. Rochester. These petit ions are 
circulated by the Seton groups at St. Mary's Hospital 
and by pro-l i fe organizations. Public hearings 
beijng scheduled on this issue in Rochester,. May 
thafc-'you lend your . generous support t o 
hearings by your attendance. 

,New York State Department 
Hospital Review and Planni 
84 Hol land Ave 
Albany, N.Y. 

of 

12208 

Wi th every best wish, l remain. 
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Bishop Asks Diocese to Act 
On US Bishops' Food Plait 

y o i rs, in Christ, 

Hogan,D.D. 
' Rochester 

By BONITA BALDWIN 

Bishop Joseph L. Hpgan has 
w r i t t e n t o t h e C h u r c h of 
Rochester.requesting a response 
to the November statement of the 
L lS, Bishops, The Wor ld Crisis — 
A Pastdral Plan o f Act ion. The 

"bishop! requests t h a t . wr i t ten 
suggestions for long-range wor ld 
hunger programs and,reports of 
specific counc i l , parish, or region 
act ion be submit ted to h im by 
Apr i l 1. '•-

The Pastoral Plan proposes, 
first o f ' a l l , that appropriate 
government act ion be inf luenced 
through 38 program of publ ic 
discussion. The bishops endorse 
seven; legislative programs, in-
cludirpg increased agricultural 
development overseas, assurance 
for farmers o f a fair return for 
labor and capital,.and provision 
igr more equitable distr ibut ion of 
resources through programs such 
as food stamps, school lunches, 
revised, tax. burdens. . ~t ' 

The bishops also^urge;that the 
government increase funding for 
Food for Peace, modi fy L/:£ trade 
policies, protect fami ly farmers 
and low and m i d d l e ' income 
consumers , a n d - m o d i f y , t h e 

-operation of the free market 
system, especially the impact of 
the large xorpora t ion , when it 
stands in the way of justice. 

The Pastoral Plan urges further 
that the Church's educational 
system for adults, you th , and 
children and the Church's access 
t o religious and secular media be 
employed to keep the; issue, 
"bo th in its factual and moral 
aspects before the publjc." 

Workshops and days of reflection 
are also suggested. 

I 
Finally, in1 the area of pastoral • 

concern, the Plan of Act ion ex
plains thall t h e r symbol and 
substance of the l i turgy can be. 
used to address the fpod crisis to 
t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y ! The 
bishops urge all Catholics to jo in 
them in observing two fast days 
weejkly andj'days of fasting and 
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i t i n u 

two Schools to Close 
Geneva 

rin/( 
best Rochester 

immaculate 
The Parish Counci l o f Im-

1 

rpiacula:e Conception parish in 
Rochester has announced that 
tihe school is^xipsing afesr the 
1974-73 s c h o o l y 

•1 • . , 
The counci l c i ted "cont inual ly 

escalating > « ^ - ^ a s the pr ime 
Reason .for its "decis ion, J n its 
s ta temen t ' anri.ouncin1!***. t h e 
- losing, tahe c o u n c i l says that1 

mmac ulcrtev cons iders (qua l i ty 
Jucation a) pr ior i ty arid 1 has 

ued on Page 2 

DeSales 
Geneva — DeSales H i g h 

School wi l l come t o ah end in 
June. High costs and diminishing 
enrollment jrnake it impractical to 
t ry to save the inst i tut ion, ac
c o r d i n g jto M a r t i n Eades, 
chairman of the board o f trustees. 

He addressed a M o n d a y 
^ m o r n i n g ' assembly at the school, 

assuring the 315 students t h a t the 
' " t rustees, wou ld , work closely w i t h 
, - publ ic school authorit ies on the 

transfer f rom DeSales. 

"We realize that the transfer 
w i l l be a i remendous enot io r ia l 
burden ohj you , " Eades to ld the 
Students, e x h o r t i n g t h e m t o 
"pract ice courage and pat ience." 

A proposal t o increase tu i t ion 
f rpm $350| t o $500 resulted in 

". commitments f rom only 198 
students t o attend IteSjales next 
.school year. And the projected 

~ d e d i n e in enrol lment over the 
next eight years is ejrer more 
p r e c i p i t o u s , Eades siaid. He 
e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e fl 'fejeder" 
sphools wou ld be growin'g smaller 
and smalljer arid said tha t mere 

„ 4 a s no, practical hope o f d r a w i n g 
f r o m vi l lages p f the region, 

• 1 J • " ' 
The t w o parishes of GeVieva, S t i 

- ' » T ' • . " . . . 1 
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By BONITA BALDWIN 

Today marks the secopd anniversary of the jU.S. Supreme 
Court abort ion decision, b u t . . . , . • 1 

I- i . 
"Another minute and we should know i f . j you t w o can > 

produce anything but girls . . : We l l , this baby hasjdark hair . . 
It's a gir l ! " .Dr. J. Bruce luppa.held the "newborn as her parents, 
Elaine and Michael- Voorheis of Spencerport, caught a f irst 
glimpse of their th i rd l i t t le gir l . • ' \ 

"We're going to^have a lots of weddings, Michae l , " Elaine 
grinned. , , 

! • . '" I 
* I 1 

A nurse interjected, "What's her name?" 

- "Amanda! " Mike exclaimed. " 3 u t we don' t have a middle 1 
name yet . " ' " - < ' • 1 

v "See, i t wasn't anything^ Aren't you glad you were 
Michael?" 

• • ' - ' . : - ! 

Mike nodded. 1 ' i 

here, 

"Such a t iny l i t t le cry ! " t . j • 

Amanda Voorheis — her parents decided not t o give her a 
middle name after all — was born at 3:44 p.m. on [Jan. 16,1975 at 
St. Mary's Hospital . She weighed 7- pounds, 1 ounce, measured 19 
1/2 inches long, and bl inked at her new wor ld w i t h b lue eyes. Her 
mother predicts that her dark hair w i l l fa l l ou t and come in 
blonde, l ike Sarah's, 4, p n d Jessica's, 2. • I ' • I. • 

1 -.• - t 

' M ike ireported t o Elaine that new big sisier^Jessica .had 
trouble.bel ieving her father's stories about the new baby. "She's 
always been the baby," Mike explained, "and can't understand 
anyone being smaller than herself." _ j ( 

/toike, l ike many other husbands, participated! i n St. Mary's 
family-centered maternity care op t ion . Both Mikfe and Elaine' are 
glad t h a t they shared the delivery room experience for the f irst 
t ime. IDr. luppa, known as Bruce to his Ipatientk, says tha t the 

) ' ' .! i * 
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