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j ^ By Brother Dor Fleischhacker, CSC 
. iWhat is the role of the J3rother in the Church' today?. 
Qur news media, rJjoth seculaf-and religious, would lead 
us to believe' that| the modem Brother has to play a 
guitar,.hit a fast ball, move in a social whirl, dress in the 

. latest rjierr's jfashion and becorrte totally involved in the 
alleviation of thcsocial evils pf'our day. If he-does not 
f i t lnto these categories, |he is antiquated and irrelevant 

> in our modern world, i ' . ' / * ' 

On the other hand many Catholics look longinglyror 
the.vanishing,.Brother with his demure smile, ordered 
gait and habit, whb suddenly has leapt over the 

i monastery walls-and: ta^en his place alopg^with other 
men in our society., ( . 

"It is between those jtwo ^extremes that the Church 
spells out the role of the Brother in the Church today 

The Council Fatheq, in t h e document "TbeiCori.-
stitution on the Church ,';' say "The religious (Brother) is 
t o be a sign that can! and^ ought to attract al the 
members of the ChUrcri t o an effective and prompt,, 
fulfillment of the duties of their' Christian voc^tionj 
From this^arises their duty of working to implant arid 
strengthen the kin^doijn of. Christ in souls j through 
prayer and active works of the apostolate.". 

The Brother's role then is two- fo ld , primarily bap . 
ttsmal, that is, to be a sign of Christ; and secondarily, to 
be of service. -

in % 
teach, nurse or do social work as well as (religious, laity 
can. It is only in the reincarnation of the numanness of 
Christ if) my, unique personality that others | will 
recognize my life as a <Mgn of His kingdom* ^ 

I am to mediate Christ through my service to others 
in such) a way that What I do is not merely ministering in 
my own name as ;an individual.or as a member of a 
faceless community, Jaut rather as a genuine, htiman 
person ta i led to db the wok of the Church through a . 

' religious community. ' " . > 

This means 1 foave. a positive concerrj for others, a 
deep respect for/and trust ofothers , a genuine warmth* 
and affection for others, a deep loyalty ana" competence 
in my professional service to others, |an ability to. 
establish authentic friendships, a compassionate un
derstanding of human weakness, an intelligent faith in 
the face of the human problems of racism, war, cjrime 
and godlessness that 'bombard us ' today, crying for a. 
divine answer, as human answers'.have seemingfy failed. 

a Brother in 
God anjd his 
s Brother, I 
: to pray for 
the Psalms. 
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the worik or 

as 
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Are Brothers, then, superior beings called to the top 
echelon of sanctity, thus making ordinary baptized 
Christians inferior citizens Of the kingdom? No! Afc-

. solutejy no! We as religious form one integral-part cf. 
The Body of Christ TJie. Brother,does notsupefsede,.th5 
married person, nor; the married person the single ir-
dividual; nor the pr.iest the s'ingle person. We all have i . 
unique contributiojijfo\|vard;building up God's kingdorjn 
through the salvation of mankind. 

The majority of married! and single Christians must 
be involved in changing the world in the sense of 
helping society jto eiiitej- into. God's will. As a Brother, I 
am fp be a living! sign of the transcendence of the" 
kingdom of heavenjo^er the present age*. • 

Surely I may help society through teaching, nursing 
or social work or What have you,, but this.is not my, 
primary .rote as a Brcjtheiv Non-religious laity couijc 

I could summarize by saying my role a 
.the Church today is my\total availability to 
people in prayer arid service. Because I a 
have t imejp pray for those who have no i 
them,"ifi my daily Mass and praying bf 
Because I profess the vows of ^overtyi 
obedience, I can give myself totally to 
person of the present moment. .• •' •• i; 

, When others make an, appeal to me they know that 
unless I am held back by responsible judgment I will 
help them. t \ -

It may simply entail listening to a mother who feels 
she can no longer stand her marriage. 

•It may be giving shelter to a homelessjperson 
• - . . I' | j 

It may be consoling a father who comes and says 
that his wife, won't live through the-night 

It may be listening tp youngsters' 
understanding and interest.. 

It may be going to a jail t o yisit prisoners. 

It may be sharing the joy of joe's winning touch 
d^own at the recent football 'game, John's forthcoming 

problems w t h 

It may be takirig«xtra time to tutor a«low child. ' 
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marriage, Pat's new-born child, 
ordination, Sue's first profession. 

:Ted's approaching 

Because I am a BrotherI am-available, t o ill God's 
people, just as Christ was when he walked 
going about doing good to_aII in/need^ 

•7 

lis earth 

My religious commuHity is nofTa citadel i^ which I 
escape lest I become contaminated by thewpr ld ,buj t 
rather a divine communications center of human peace, 
love1,, strength and joy at; the service of. the Church. My 
community is a group of men who trust and believe in 
one another. 

bjisjc Like all other human persons, 1 have bqs\c needs. 
Like all Christian persons, I have fundamental 
aspirations. Like all persons in religious life, I seek 
specific human fulfillment, as a man in religious! life. 

I am happy being a Brother because my basic needs 
and aspirations as a religious rnan are fulfilled. !l am able 
to love and be loved — to serve and be serve; — to be 
and let be. 

an to 
Experiences 

Bishop Joseph L. Hogan, on 
two successive days, will offer his 
reflections ion his recent trip to 
Rome, for priests, sisters and 
laymen,- in a special program 
c o n d u c t e d by St. Bernard 's 
Seminary's Office of Continuing 
Education. . . 

FH Haffey 

On N londay, Jan-. 20, the bishop 
will address priests and deacorjs 
during an all-day program whose 
theme is Tjheology, Ministry, anjd 
Faith— Community Tod!ay: A 
Search fori Effectiveness. 

the fifst Part of the program, 

Ray B u o n e m a n i , 
discussje's w i t h o t h e r 
Life which will 

member of the Youth For Life/ Group, 
g r o u p m e m b e r s t h e ' u p c o m i n g M a r c h For 

p r o t e s t t h e S e c o n d Anniversa ry ,a f the^ S u p r e m e 
C o u r t Dec i s ion o n a b o r t i o n . 

Continued from P a g e ! 

Life, will begin at 2 p.m. Jan: 18 at 
t h e Haljl of Justice, proceed" u p . 
East Main Street to the Liberty 
Pole arid return to the starting; 
point. Si mi lar dembnstrationslwil 1J 

£ake rjrace t h r o u g h o u t , fthe 
fcouhtrv to mark the second 
anniversary of .the); Supreme 
Court's pro-abortion ruling. 

"The purpose of tti<*. march/' 
says a statement from -J the 4ocal 
'sponsors, "is to publicly express 
our deep dissatisfaction over the 

r Supreme Cour t dec i s ion on 
"abortion arid to encourage a 

i' Human Life Amendme!ntj t o 
insure protection: of] all human 

!• life, from beginning tenehd. J ' , 

"Hq\jvever, it " i s pot. only 
abortion oh demand that disturbs 
us but, the mentality jand 
disordered priorities thtit underlie 
this and: other -human J injustices 
and. suffering, sueh [as! the slow" 

response! of our government and 
other governments > to t h e world 

• hunger, crisis. 

"We stand united in support of 
giving life a chance — for . the 

. unborn, the aged, the han
dicapped, and In working to build 
thqse conditions Where all people 
have theSbppprtunity to strive for 
their potential. The:basis of social 
"progress lies- first pi all in our 
respect for ail hiknan. lite." 

••' • : ' I - * -
The .pro-life activists \irge 

others to joiiirthern in the silent 
march. Further information may 
be obtained! frefel Mary Ellen 
McCarthy} k l 350:2229, or Ray 
BuonernahL 32M936. 
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Horneilf-^ Qffieiqfs -.of-Sts; Arin% 
parish; Cdunc t 
Cannon;' president; 
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Before that , he spent about 12 
years in Rochester, as vice 
principal and teacher at Aquinas 
Ihs t i tu te , t hen Aas execut ive 
director of the incipient IFisher 

ollege, 1947rjl949.Yle| chose the 
original campus siteWld directed 

Pjnd drive that brought in more 
n $1.25 million: to. put yp the 

Tirst bui ld ing , Kearney ; Hall. 
Haffey Hall,1 a fiv^tory* -dor
mitory, was dedicated in his 
Honor in 1966. ' - |\ 

At Aquinas, Fath'erX Maffey 
feught ohemiŝ try and \ public 
speaking. During,his years!there,, 
•I93f-1947, the popularity, ^f high 
school football was rising rapidly, 

and 
in 
only 

M spearheaded, a drive that 
gave Mohroe County its 

fbotbalj stadium. ' 
194} 
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Father Haffey spent a" sab
bat ic il year at Cambridge 
University in England, resejar-

the life oHohn Fisher, Who 

whjicb begins at the serninary at 
'10:30 a.m., is titled Servant of the 
Lord Within the People of Cod: 
Reflections on Priestly. Service. 

At 1:45- p.m., the bishop will 
also offer his personal and 
professional reflections on his 

visit to Rome last Falli '. -

The fol lowing J evening , 
Tuesday, Jan. 21, the bisjiop will 
speak on Ministry* I Diocese, 
Church, from ^a Roman per
spective. 

The Tuesday prograrp is open 
to priests, sisters and laymen and 
begins at 7:30 p.m:, at the. 
seminary. 

was university chancellor in, the 
early 
writing 

•H 

vieerpnesident; 
secretaryl 

are^ Eldward 
< Cregart, 

Bartelli, 

iepntinued from Page i! \ 
from Stf Bernard's and- ordained 
injune 1951. He has served, at Sta\ 
lylary's, in Aubufh, Immaculate 
Concept ion,- ilthacat and St. <* 
Anthonys, St. Jloĥ i the Evdrigelist\ 
,and 5t-,Pius X, Rochebterj' 

'] ^Father' Vyintgrkom also is a., 
Rochesterian^ frorri. Our llady of ' 
Perpetual. Helfe pajiisli Educated 
n the diocesan>sefriihan<js, fie 
ivas Ordained in tuhieM^5b.. 

"Kie has. ''b0^\id^ap\'a^nr.-r-^iyd 
diocesan^ eh^rrrtan*|©r! t^te Boy 
Scoiits fipr ;SeVe^lIyears>andr#sp 

pasMepim ^-;'4|r^jp!iii^t6iVai:ioiis 
•:fial 5d3mpaliiifisi'4rt/ihfe cqurse of 
-•'jhfe; p&rj0'v^ip<^(^has; s e n ^ r r i t 
M^fihQmasl-.-ii^ie-^^flel.'^ftdr^t: 
|ame^:Tni%63l|eo^it^d :.Si:.;john 

16th century. He was 
a detailed history of the 

college rjamed for the saint. • 

Father Haffey was born June 
23, 1305, in Wellahd, Ont. |He 
attended St. Mi.chael's College afe: 

the yhiyersitv of Toronto, yvas 
professed in the Congregation of 
St. Bcjsil in 1928 and was ordained 
in 19B1. He later took a master's 
degree at Columbia UniverSty 
and e doct9rate at the Univeristty 
of O t a w a . s . . |* 

. . i 
He leaves .two sisters, Mrs. 

Joseph ItLorettoj. Rundle and 
Sister Ethelburg of the Sisters of 
St. Jcseph in Jorbnto. -

Bishop Hogari's • sojourn in 
Rome is canonically known as an 
Cad liminaf'-visif. It is required of 
Bishops personally, to. prlesent the 
pentiff with pertodic reports on 
the state of the: Church in their 
dioceses. . - ' 

PILGR1MV1RGIN .. 

. A slide show abcwt me Pilgrim 
Virgin 'Statjue's appearance In- the 
dipCese last year will bje shown a t ' 
the Kearney-Auditpniurn on the 
Sfc John Fisjier; CoJIegW Campus, 
tan: 26 ate 2 prri; joRrj: Kuchera 
Will present the program. Persons 
Wishing toj contribute picture's to 
the project are askedi to eontapt 
Mary Kelly\at 586^664^ ' . , 
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