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> Chicago tRNS] — A com­
prehensive study of the effect of 
Vat ican II changes on the U.S. 
Cathol ic Church and Catholic 
educat ion " !hS concluded that 
" fundamental loyalty t o ' ' t h e 
C h u r c h c o n t i n u e s , p a r o c h i a l ~ 
schools are vigorously endorsed 
. : . v and there are no signs ofv 

vigorous antipathy t o ' Church 
leadership or of anti-clerical ism." 

O n the other hand, the study 
showed a "substantial dec l ine" in 
the acceptance o f the ' legit imacy 
of Church; authori ty and the 

. infa l l ib i l i ty of the Pope on 
matters o f / f a i t h and morals. It 

.also pointed to a cont inuing 
decrease in Church Supday Mass 
attendance. ,- I 

Not ing that "changes in the 
Chuijch (since Vatican II) have 
proved popular,/' a study com­
pleted by the National Opin ion 
Research Center (NpF.Q, and 
described in a report appearing in 
theJanuary-February issie of The 

•Cri t ic, published here;,.observed 
that! " the not ion tha t the new 
l i turgy has dr iven people away 
can | • safely ' be described as 
complete f i c t i on . " : 

i 

In The Critic's report o f - t h e 
study, described by its four 
authors as a '^replication" of a 
survey done 10 years; ago ("The 
Educa t i on o f j A m e r i c a n 
Catholics"), it was rioted that " the 
picture is a mixed one. Whi le 
there is not yet reason to despair 
over the future of Catholicism in 
the U.S.; neither is there Reason 
for easy ' op t im i sm" 

: The .'new study, ' ' "Arrie'rican 
Catholics — Ten Years Later," was 
completed by Father Andrew 
Greeley, NORC director and 
p r i n c i p a l i nves t i ga to r ; Sh i r ley 
Saldahna, Wi l l iam. McGready and ; 

Kathleen McCourt . Carried out 
under a grant f rom the National 
Institutes of Educatiop, the study 
f ocused o n the'" r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between Catholic education and 
the changes which occurred in 

WORD FOR 
SUNDAY 

Albert Sharnon 
Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mt . 3:13 
17. (RT) Is. 42:1-4, 6-7. (R2) Acts 

. .10:3438. , , 
< By now you know, I am sure, 
!that back in 1969 Pope Paul- VI 
approved the*tfevisionf of the 
Liturgical Y e a r . ^ , « 

The Liturgical Year is simply; 
the Worship-life of the Church 
built on the mysteries of Christ's 
l i fe. Ghr js t , js t h e - s u n , around, 
whbft i : the Church's; worshiFHlife 

v, revolves. Of ! ' the riiariy changes 
h initiated by Ithe revision, major 
y : ones,were made in Christrnastide-

C h f t i s t m a s t i d e * b e g i n s 
December 25 and ends on the 
Sunday after the Feast o M h e 
Epiphany Wi th in this time-span 
falls a galaxy of feasts The octave 
day of Christmas is the Feast of 
the Solemnity o f M a r y / the 
Mother of God (This used t o be 

the U.S. Catholic Church since 
Vatican I I . j 

In The Critic's report, the study 
was t e r m e d a " n a t u r a l ex* 
perimertt" that w i l l take many 
years to-anaiyze' fu l ly . The report 
added that; the study .indicated 
" n o single descript ive.conclusion 
of the present-state of American 
Catholicism, is possible." Yet, the 
authors said they wou ld "propose 
t o present some d e s c r i p t i v e 
findings o f the current condit ions 
of American Cathol ic ism." 

In a brief overview, they said 
more than four f i f ths qf the U.S. 
Catholics approve the: Engish 
l i turgy; approximately t w o thirds 
approve the gui tafMass, lay attire 
for nuns, progressive religious 
educat ion, and sex education in 

the Catholic schools. They added 
whi le less than a th i rd wou ld 
support ordinat ion of women as 
priests, more t h a n - f o u r f i f ths, 
would- vote for a woman as 
president of the U.S. 

The authors also said theL study 
(taken in.the-Spring of 197W on a i-
national representative sample 6f 
just over 1,000) showed that 
Ca tho l i cs t o d a y are " s t i l l 
somewhat; sympathetic to the 
priesthood, are much -less in ­
c l i ned t o accep t t r a d i t i o n a l 
teach ings on sexua l i t y and 
authori ty," but are sti l l "strongly 
loyal to the Church." 

W i th ' regard' to the , "new * 
Church," the study found that 67 , 
per cent approve changes after 
Vat ican III whi le 19 per cent 
believe t h e m detr imental . Yet, 54 
per cent believe there.have, been 
"enough changes" in tr ie Church. 

There has, been a "steep" 
dec l i ne . , (n m o s t re l i g ious 
devotions,: part icular ly weekly 
Mass attendance, c|roppings f rom 
71 "per- cent ten years ago t o J50 
per cen t c u r r e n t l y . M o n t h l y 
confession decl jned f r om '38 per 
cent t o 17 per cent of Catholics in 
ten years. Weekly visits to church 

•to| pray decl ined, as 
private prayer. 

Since Vatican ll 

did daily 

Whi le tradft iohal j forrnV o f 
Religious act iv i ty such as retreats, 
days of t recollection, spiritual 
leading, raissijpns, and reading 
C a t h o l i c - pu jb l i ca t i cns have 
decl ined; the study showed that 
'newer forms cjf religious l i fe . . '. 
lave now attiainfed a surprising 
jocular i ty." ' These include the 
:nar i .smatic p rayer m e e t i n g , 
nfof>mal litsjurgy at h o m e , 
narriage encounter and religious 
discussion groups. 

The most 
:hange is ar 
j f o p o r t i o n ' 

rpm 13 to .26 
authors nqt in j 
churchgoers 
Eucharist hasj 
cent 10. years 
cent current!)! 

notable * positive 
increase in the 

(o f C a t h o l i c s ) . 
ecejving wee cly Communion 

per cent,"'with the 
that .proportion of 

r e c e i v i n g t h e 
gone from 20 per 
ago to over 50 per 

According to the study, the 

the Feast of the Circumcision o f 
Our Lord.) .. 

The remaining feasts are easy 
to fo l low if we th ink only of 
Sundays. The Sunday a f ter ' 
Christmas is the Feast of the H o l y 
Family. The fo l lowing Sunday is 
the Feast of Epiphany. (Epiphany 
used t o be celebrated always on 
January 6. But t o give it the 
solemnity i t deserves, i t {has been 
shifted to a Sunday ) The Sunday 
after Epiphany is the Feast-of the 
Baptism of Our Lore. This Sunday 

, both ends, m e Chis tmas cycle 
' a n d begirfe the Suidays of the 

<Year- . J 
. The o l d n o m e n c l a t u r e — 

"Sundays after Epiphany" and 
"$undays after Pentecost" ^- has/ 
been abandoned, because i t t ied 
the Sundays in t o o rclosely w i t h 
the Feasts of Jpiphany. and 

; Pentecost. Each Sunday stands o n , 
i t i own / fo r the Sunday celebrates 
the resulreetjon of Our Lord; not 
His .epiphany,, nor the comjng of 
the SplrltrSo in the reVtsipri the ' 
designation ^'Sundays c f , t he 
Year" has superseded--the ^ e e / 
press ions "Sundays a f te r 
Epiphany" and "Sundays ~ a f te r 
Pentecost " ' , , - - . . . . . . 

As our Lord's p u b l i c i i f e began 
w i th His bapt ism, the Sunday of 
t he Baptism 6f Our Lord is the 
First Sunday [of the Year The 
Sunday fo l low ing (Jan 19) w i l l b e 
the Second Sunday of the Year, 
and so on t i l l Lent After jPeri"-

' tecost the sequence, broken by 
'Len t and Eastertide, w i l l be 

new l i turgy has " l i t t l e bearing" on 
the decline ip Mass attendance » 
and the ;samjp reasons given 10 f 
years ago for jnot attending Mass 
still I hold- Th;ey are: o ld age, 
Illness, lack o" energy, wprking on 
Sundays and lack of interest. 

I ! • 
Concerning Church authori ty 

andj leadership, ' the study ob­
served that* there has ;been. a v 

"substantial decline'- in Catholics' 
a c c e p t i n g t h e l e g i t i m a c y of 
ecclesiastical authori ty. - In 10 
yeaijs, that acceptance dropped 
f rom 70 per Scent of Catholic's to 
42 per cent, and today only 2 2 per 
cent of Catholics cpmpe te l y 
accept papaLinfa l l ib i l i ty . 

Whi le 86 pe rcen t of Catholics 
never th ink ©f leaving the Church 
andj- 83 per l cent have rnprrifed 
other Catholjcs, the propoft lonjof 
those who. believe it important 'to 
marjry someone w i th in their .own 
religion, has propped 56 per cent, 
t o 27 per cent, ip 1® years., 

i In terms of popular i ty, the local 
fcleilgy rates pigher,than the Pope, 

Presidents Kennedy, Roosevelt 
and Eisenhower, and the Catholic 
bishops. Yet, thje publ ic image of 
the priesthood, has "sl ipped 
badly" w i t h Regard to sermons, 
djealing wif/h, people and 
pro fess iona l incompetence. In 
1963, 66 per dent of respondents 
to the survey said they, would-be 
pleased to; h'ave 'a son in the 
priesthood; 10 years later that 
f igure ' is 50 per cent. '.. 

"The religious sisterhoods have • 
suffered a comparable, loss of 
publ ic image," the study said. ' 
Support for religious vocations of 
nuns dropped in 10 years f rom GO 
per cent to 50 per cent. 1 

The study reported a lessening 
of antagonism toward thbsjs who 
left the ministry and convent, and 
noted that despite statements by 
bishops t o the contrary 79 per 
cent of respondents said they 
f avo r o p t i o n a l c e l i b a c y f o r 
priests. i 

" I t seems t o us," the authors of 
the study said, " there is no way t o 
escape thfe conclusion that the 
image of) the priesthood has 
slipped dramatical ly in the last 10 
years. Cajtholics sti l l ISke their 
priests, but they don' t seem t o 
respect them nearly so;much as 
they d i d . " > 

O n sexuality, the study . i n ­
d i c a t e d t h a t a r t i f i c i a l c o n ­
traception is approved by 83 per 
cent o t Catholics and remarriage 
after divorce is approved by 73 
per cent. Pre-marital j relations 
between engaged, pcjuples is 
approved by 43 *pef 'cent (as 
compared t o 12 per j cent 10 
years ago), and only 18 per cent 
agree that a fami ly should have; as 
m a n y ] chi ldren • as "God w i l l 
provide." 

^ Concerning legal abortions, the 
study showed that whiile 70 per 
cent of the women respondents 
said it- should" be possible for a 
woman t o obtain an abort ion, 73 
per. cen t ; said they ^def ini tely 
wou ld not have one-. On ly 8 per 

cent of the women 
of the men said 
favored abort ion t o 
of the fami ly . 

and 

they 
limit 

6 per cent 
def in i te ly 

the size 

The report,said that J '6ne th ing 
that seems unchanged (in the last • 
10 years) < is the , support for 
parochial schools." 

•It pointed ou t that 34 per cent, 
of Catholic parents have chi ldren 
in parochial schools — • a 4 per 
cent decl ine in the last 10 years 
a t t r i b u t e d m a i n l y t o nonr 8 

availabil i ty of. schools and high 
costs. "Bu t the idea of parochial 
schools, is overwhelming.. Eighty-
nine per t e n t reject the i dea^ha t 
the Cathdlic school .system is no., 
(longer needed i j l modern-day 
ilife." rf 

j The 
j support 
sphools 
idea thai 

sjudy said 76 per^ cent, 
jpubl ic-aid .for parochial 
and 66 per cent reject the 

lay teachers are not as 
competent «as nuns and priests, 
and 82 per cent said they are 
wi l l ing to donate more funds to 
parishes in support* of schools. 

Cit ing the offer of increased 
contr ibut ions, the study's authors 
Said "this suggests tha t there are 
l i teral ly hundreds of mi l l ions of 

.dollars p f untapped resqurces 
should, the leadership choose to 
ut i l ize t hem. " • • 

Turning, to social and.pol i t ica l 
1 att i tudes, the report sard 80 per 
c e n t o F i h e U.S. Catholics wou ld 
vote for a qual i f ied Jew, qual i f ied > 
black ox i qual i f ied woman for 
President. Cathopi>€upport of 
i n t eg ra ted s.chools ^diminishes 
w i t h ' t h e n u m b e r " o f b l a c k 
children* i n , t he school , f rom 94 
per cent whj^re there are a few 

,black- chi ldren to 49 per cent, 
w h e r e morje t h a n ha l f - t h e 
chi ldren areiblack, 

A s u p p l e m e n t a l s tudy o n . 
apostacy drawn f rom the NORC's 
General Social Survey, said that 

'.Cathplics under 30 years-of age 
were twice as l ikely t o leave the 
Church as those over. 50; and that 
those w h o attended college were 
even more apt t o fal l away. *• 

resumed as jthe \ Eleventh, Sunday 
of {he Year| The last Sunday of 
the) Liturgical J e a r is f i t t ing ly 
jcro/vned w i l rL the Feast of Christ 
the King, I • ' 

A t the,bapt ism o f Jesus, John 
and Jesus npet for the first and' 
only t irne; I the Voice and the 
Lord; the one who bapt ized; w i t h 
water for repentance'and the. One 
whp baptizes w i th t r ie 'Holy Spirit 
and fire.'- \ 

i jp. Chapters one and- two , 
Mat thew ispcomparing, the l i fe of 
Jesus w i t h tpeHife of Moses; and 
he is ihtr ioducingthe major theme 
of his Gospel, namely, tha t the 
Jeys (feprejjented by Herixl. and 
t h e c i t i zens o f Jerusalem) 
rejjected the offer of salvation, 
but the"Genti les (represented by 
the wise m|en) have accepted i t . . 

The Jews^ looked back t o the 
Exodus* f i jpm Egypt :as t h e 
beginning p f their hi'story, and 
thby i looked forward, t o a new 
Exodus und »r a new Moses as the 
beginning'; of the' end-time. 
Cljiristianssaid that Jesus was that 
new Moses; Mat thew set o u t t o 
p rove th j s in t h e Infctncy-
Narratives.j1 He . continues the ' 
parallel w i t s t he bapt ism o f Jesus. 
As all were" bapt ized in tb Moses 
irj the c loud and in the sea (1 Cor. 
10 2), so Jesus is bapt ized in the 
Jordan.iAs] after the Red Sea 
passage; Israel was led in to the 
desert and [tempted, so Jesus was 
driven after His bapt ism by . t he ; 
Spirit i n t o the desert t o be 
tempted 'I ' >.:' 

For Special Gift 
At Christmas t ime, Bishop^ 

Joseph LJ HOgan customari ly1 

sends a card to each of his pHests, 
Sisters'and Brothers, thanking all 
for their {help. 'during: the. past • 
year. The cost runs t o $200. 

This season, i ns tead , - , he *: 
published his greetings in the' 
Courier-Journal (Dec. 18) and cast 
his bread upon the jwaters of 
CARE, where every jdolla'r i n - ; 
creases'many t imes over in terms 
of food for the worldfs hungry. 

A thank-you letter received this 
week f rom. "CARE assures the 
B ishop t h a t , t h e ; agency's'1 

prograpis are possible- "because 
people l ike yourself care." 

Fr. Kelly1 Najmed 
Cftizeri of Year 

. Father Leonard Kelly o f the 
Church.-iof the . Assumption hasi 
been chosen "Cit izen o f the Y e a O 
by the Fairport-Perinton Chamber 
of Commerce. A t a dinner Jap. 18 

. a t i s land Val ley Country C lub /he 
wi l l be ci ted for: the communi ty 
serviee he. has accomplished 
through his, eatecheTica!" centers. 
The publ ic [s inyi ted. Reser­
vations must Be made by Jan. 13, 
w i th ' Roger Cabic, 377^117b:* 

'M 

The tri-state regional director, 
Tyna Ellenbogen, wrote : 

" I am certain that the'Religious 
personne l o f t h e Rochester • 
Diocese w i l l be grat i f ied t o learn 
of your concern as expressed by 
your donat ion and l ikewise w i l l 
feel a part of the sharing and 

, commi tment . " ., 

CARE's; current goal,*the letten 
said, is to, feed, levery day, 22 
mi l l ion people,"most ly chi ldren, 
in addi t ion- to supplying food r t o 
disaster v ict ims." -. j< 

Thje letter wh i ch Bishop Hogan 
sent w i th h is j . check , w i l l be 
quoted, w i t h h!is( permission, i n •• 

I CARE advertisir g: 

MAPtE\yOG>D PARTY 
1 • v ' . • • ! • • ' 

More than 70 people, inc luding 
Santa Claus,! at tended a party 
given by the Northwtest Area: 
Youth Ministry- [ Dec.. 14 f©r 
res idents jof j AAapleWpod 
S a n i t a r i u m . ; The Rochester 
Baptist Church Youth Group" and, 

- ^ r o l y T Rosary S c h o o l p u p i l s 
provided ornaments to decorate 
theGhristmas):ree. Miss Pat Carey 

" f rom St. Thomas Tjhe Apostle Folk 
Group- played guitar and; "led 
Christmas Carols? --'•-• 
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