[ 2]

1

3

« many

. Tradltronally, concern’ for *
the elderly has been left to-the’

___parish priest, a few friends, and

dutiful children.On the-urging of

the 1973 US. Catholic Con-

fererice of Bishops, -however,
parish. :groups .are
drscovermg the . benefits -of
* “miriistering to the elderly. This
gmrmstry is intended to enrich the
lrehg|ous lives of both. the elderly

person ,and the ipvolved com-
munity. e

‘

According to' 1970 census
ifigures, the population of. elderly

“INew Yorkers has grown over five .

times since the turn- of ‘the
scentury, ‘while the total
. population has grown only 1 1/2
itimes. The report of the diocesan

|Nursing Home ‘and Liturgy Task
_ | Forces states that nursing home
| residency increased 45 per cent in

the 153 ‘nursing. homes'.in the

diocese between . October 1969

and October 1973.

' ' Sister Catherine Ann, of St.
‘Alpho sus, who' works wrth the
elderly in two’ Auburn nursing
Romes, says that the gratitude of
the elderly makes working with
‘them a very humblmg ex-
perrence .

'

Suster Judy Reger head of tpe
_ Nursrng Home ‘Task Force, ex-

feel themiselves solated from the
world! _They . miss ‘their in-
dependence . !

-
.

, ‘The head of ministry to three
area nursing homes, Sister Mary
. Hizabeth of St, Boniface-Church,
“says that many-people in nursrng
"homes formerly were com-

| municants who want to feel that

they still arg part of parlsh life
and: hunger ifor any: closeéness to
the Church. Shd relates this
expénence to w how much
_the ; elderly .appreciate an op-
portu |1ty to express their faith:
_one patient, asked. whether he
'would mind’ recelvmg holy
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" ferende to me who brings him.

'i.homes in Auburn is a delight to
‘the home residents- B&ause it

"Holy | Aposties says that .olde
‘people have much to give i

feels. that the elderly ean giv

’ ,‘sewihg, 'carpentry.

plains_that many home residerhts :

- MaHlier emerged from' thejn

[

. Father

communlon from a si ter replled,
”Whal matters- to. me- is that
receive Jesus. It makes no- dif-

l s
A specral mlnlstry to nursin 4

gives them an opporturify, to see
children. Through St. Alphdnsus
Church, Sister Ann Catherin
organ) ied a progam in whid
entirel families prepare their-ow
liturgy- and carry communion t
nursing homes weekly.
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Rather Michael Mahler o

return. “The problem is tha
people don't realize what' the!
have to offer.” Sister judy Rege
recently took two Heritage Hous
residents to a workshop i
Geneva, She reports that the
werelthe most sympathetic to th
dlffrqultles in ministering to- th
elde a%ly and offered the moj
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"Sister Pierre of St. Andrew’

-_ {0

prayer. She notes too the
creative abilitiés: crocheting,

Older people “give a Specmll
insight, a realistic factor, to i
when they are able to. bnng t
past|to bear on the present
Father Mahler muses.

Perhaps the neighborho
youngster. riding | past
McCGovern’s house as' Fathér
commmunion service knew _the
— themselves. ‘‘He
he called,

offe

Elderly people glve api|
-stlntmgly of this therr best. g

ft
with what: Sister Pierre calls theis
“goodness of heart.” lPeople wh
work with the: efderly testlfy 1
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bestLglft that the elderly have o

John -

“Have yau'l
been 1o see Pops?. Hes cool"' 1

‘more

»'they.’r,e on your mind.all the time.

Father ]ohn Norr

joy, hudmility, tolerance as a result
of the(r contacts with the elderly.
Sister |Pierre says that a spirit of

elderly person into the person
ministering to. them, and back.
“When you work with them

nt to do for them and they
o do, for you.” Each el’derly

!
, reveals Christ In a,

Father Mahler says it rvesl
hirh great joy to bring .Christ to]
who are lonely, who

pelpp left are” Christ and the
q)re entative of his Churg (
optimism ~and Hhoge -

.vstren then his own; - theif™d p
fajth| encourages him ‘and
enrrches his.own prayer lrfe

s. Joyce Meteyer who
: at St. John's Home thrqugh

her greater tolerancel
1. all. be in that -sam
situation some day ” Now sh
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Sister Pnerre 1t keeps«
17 the/ 7}year—old nu
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- group of Blessed Sacralment school chrldren after a visit to. the :
Rutger . :
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bptimism, love, faith, ope 3

love seems. to flow out of an |

vhen it shows suffering ori i
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Mrs. ‘Ora Kea o , rlght guldes Mrs. ‘ adelyn McKague’s
grocery cart Mrs, Keator drives Mrs, Mclﬁague to the. market

]l - } and helps her with her shop|i)mg
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e sick and

is a/ daily wvisitor to the elderlyg t
‘ ida'Wasala

n the photo above Slster ]qms Mrs




