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dealt in-)would they, have gone 
along w i t h kooky* get-r ich-quick 
invjestment schemes? One1 

suspects \that they <yvould, not! 
have been, taken in so easily.l j !. 

^Aridrew Greeley^ 
Some Cathol ic leaders and 

their hired functionaries have 
recently taken to pont i f icat ing 
about decisions concerning-i the 
use and distr ibut ion of the 
world's resources. j ' 

rA ' lot. o f us greet such 
statements w i th ho l low aughter. 
Qbviously, all Christians should 

" be aware, .of the monjtl, issues 
involved in the use of wor ld 

-resources. But there is some iron'jK 
in Hearing advice from! Church 
leaders who never consult w i t h 
anyone about the use of their 
own resources. 

• There are exceptions, but it i,S 
still usually!the case that the 
pastor bui ld ing a new rectory, the 
bishop shelling out mil l ions for a 
closed circui t TV network, ,the 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r c l o s i n g d o w n 
schools', the religious' order 
pul l ing out of a parish do not 
bother, to consult w i th any of the 
people; who have paid t h c b i l l . , l n 
the Catholic Chufch f inancial 
decisions afe made, . by the 
.leadership-acting in the name of 
their own divine right. The laity 
have the opportuni ty to p i ck up 
the tab. . 

1 This is one way to run a church. 
! It. may even have been a good < 

arid eff ic ient way when the clergy 
\ \vere the only people who could 

read, wrije and calculate. But .' 
§ven though many of the people 
in power don't realize it, a lot of 
the laity have learned to read, 
"write and calculate. Some of 
them have even learned how to , 

\ keep, account books and bui ld . 
\ mathematical models. But that 

doesn't mean you can trust them 
W i t h f inancial decisions, I guess. 

> ' • • • ' - - J ' 

\\ There were a few cr^zy people 
who started a revolut ion almost, 

° 200 years ago over the is.sue of ' 
. fakation wi thout representation. 

But the ideas these nuts were 
work ing on. do not seem to have 
pene t ra ted C h u r c h l e a d e r s h i p 
qui te yet. 

^ ' Ar\d they w o n d e r w h y 
col lect ions are go ing.down. i •-, 

ButAlike I say, it's one way to 
jrun a \church. . .Only when! the 
people who run things"' that|way' 
begin toV offer advice tp others' 
about .economic justice i t does 
jsound a fittle strange. 

1 am not 'here questioning the 
• 'financial ability of Church ad-
-' :ministrators;\ some are. br i l l iant, 
,, • • !some are average, ysdme fevy |at t 

like raving madmen, l am mprely 
raising the question of whether it 
is just to spena money tha t has 
been col lected \ f r om the people 

, !without any 'part icipation- f r o m 
.. N t h e people i n decisions ahput 

! how the money" ' \ \ spent, i -: 

Can, w e . realjy \ c o n t i n u e . to • 
argue' that 6nce,!tjie. mohey-has 
gone into.the col lect ion basket i t - , 
becomes the churchman's '< t o 
spend as he seei f i t ? l s the jon ly 
check on~what ;r appens' t o the 
money his conscience \and the ' 
approval of. those .w i th in -the 
clerical circle -wljio are VeSpon-
sible ,'fqr, moni tor ing the -\&e. o f 
funds? &Arid- wmo . ef fecMvei ly . 
moriitors tKê usej of funds on fthe •" 
diocesan level'?1jf I thefe'weretehy 
such check wou ld the disasters 
thatii^ted-c^ri^n-dipceses.ia^d-
religious orders! [ recently 
happenerJ? ;'Qrj if,| M J a i t y 

The decision' not t o bu i ld any! 
more Cathol ic schools has beeh1 

• m a d e i n \ m a n y ' d i o c e s e s 
t h r o u g h o u t Y t h e coun t ry - — 
though it is usually a taci t and 
unacknowledged decision. Have' 
those w h o p%id tor the schools in 
the past been consulted about 
th<? decision? By yyhat right dbes 
any.man refuse to cont inue on 'His. 
own authbri ty a system in which 
so . many^peop le have put so 
much of themselves for so many 

.years?, • • \ ' '' 
\ If a n y o n e b u t v C h u r c h . 
leadership' so -abused f inancial 
power, you would be tempted to 
denounce h im for sins, wh ich cry 
to ' heaven for vengeance. \ 

InVnost cases, there is no i l l w i l l 
intended. We cont inue w i thout 
question a f inancial system o u r o f 
the past\:— not because we want 
t o cheat "anyone of his legit imate-

. part ic ipat ion, but because we 
never thought of the possibil i ty 
that things \ rn ight be--done dif­
ferently. V /• 

But it's t irhe to change the 
system before\ it is too late. 
Otherwise, t h e \ d a y may dawri 
when there's noth ing left to 
spend. , 

i 

American slum -dwellers eat 30 
per cent of the pet food they buy. 
One and a half bi l l ion, of 'the 
world's inhabitants are per-
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petual ly hungry. An estimated 
mi l l ion w i l l d ie of starvation 
malnutr i t ion, in .1975. 

[While: more people are> hungry 
tdday than ever be fp re jn histqryj,-
tHe average i n d i v i d u a l ' c o n ­
sumption of grain in the UJS., 
rhost ly in mea t and da i r y 
products, is 1,850 pounds yearly. 
In! poorer countries the annual 
average is 400 pounds-of grain per 
person, w i t h almost all of it- being 
consumed directly. 

I These estimates, quoted in. the 
Packet on W o r l d Hunger 
prepared ^by the diocesan Wor ld 
Hunger jCjommittee, indicate "the 
cbmple^i ty of problems and 
priorit ies confront ing the nation 
and the wor ld . The Rochester 
booklet,! a project recommended 
by the Social Act ion commit tee 
of the New York Priests Counci l , 
was compi led .and wr i t ten dur ing 
tfie\ summer by. a commit tee of 
pYiests, sisters, and concerned 
l^ity;. including some from other 
'churches. ^ c j 

Since September 2,500 copies 
hjave been distr ibuted across .the 
country., Requests _have come 
f rom as far away, as Hawaii aqd 
South A m e r i c a . T w o ' smal l -
parishes, ,one in Freehold,; N J . . 
and St. Monica's in Cohoes, N.YV 

ojrdered - one packet arid ^itheri 
requested 400 more, l o c a l l y , all 

'pjarishes have, received packets 
and many Protestant churches 
fjave" purchased quanti t ies for 
d istr ibut ion. 

'} jSister Mary Ann Wei iand Of the 
Of f ice of Human Development 
worked.on the packet and- feels 
t ha t wor ld hunger is d i f f icu l t t o 

•combat because the problem 
demands so m a n y personal , 
changes in l ifestyle and values. 
People Here • th ink they!- -are 

having hard t imes, so i f s hard to 
consider sacrifice. Real ly w e h a v e 
nb idea what hard times are," she 
said. - : 

"Food scarcity is becoming 
jhronic," the" Packet on Wor ld 

Hunger warns. • 

I T h e b o o k l e t , ava i l ab le t o • 
'persons and groups through O H -
D>, outlines steps that can be 
taken t o ease the food shortage. 

(A si i de-tape show o i wor ld 
hunger is also avai lable 'through. 
O H D . ) . Mea t less dfeys are. 
suggested. Pork and chicken"are 
recommended as more eff ic ient 
meats than beef, beqjuse the 
grain-to-beef-rrratio is 10-t6-1. 
"Beef is t o j food what Zadillacs 
are to 'energy. Move to; compact, 
models," the booklet challenges. ! 

. I t .pp in tsout that even the best 
efforts to conserve " a e fu t i le 
unless " resou rces t h a t o n l y 
governments cont/t»l are mofe 
fu l ly . j c o m m i t t e d t o a ; h u n g r y 
peoplje," "Croups and iiiiividuals 
are urged t o wr i te to their 
legislators to press for] ^govern­
mental concern and act ion. .-

• " I bel ieve the American people 
are a generous people," Sister 
Mary; Ann said. "The government 
needs -to hear that the people 
rea i i y w a n t t o . helm , needy 

|countries." The complejc mission" 
iof feeding the.h.ungry at timesi is 
' frustrating, ^because there is n o . 
chanCe of being a saviour, she 
observed. There is no simple, 
universal solut ion. Even so, she 
added, people mifet act anrJ not 
despair. " W e must be moved t o 
pray." . • . ' ' t ' 

MarineMd .^dci]iitroduces,anoth^r 
inflation ligltrir. T^ieMarine"Midlirid 
Investment, C@rUficate. A gener- ; 
ous 7.5% interest cmte, 
pounded dja ii) L gu irantees you an 
annual retu n of .7 96 ô, provided 
you leave? y yiifixi nimum 
on deposit for six;years* 

Even if in te "est rates should 
drop in the: idure.. you arie guar-
anteecl the1 %9p/d arMual- k ZMARJNRS 

yieMon^oiiriivejstment §' 
With Maiin< i midl and 
InvestmentCertif Gates. ^* 

And you no longer have toi worry 
about inflation eating up your savings 

Ivferirie Midlairid has other savings 
plans tor yourj money, too. Several 

• high yielcl Certificates; of De­
posit are dvailabtewitH attrac­
tive interest rates land jshor^er 
terms of! matdrity. Loing and 
short term sayings, for small 

"large deposits. Theyeo-
pie ^t your local Marine 

Mct(and (taice ^|ll be 
jiappy to tailpr a savings 

, i j rjlan'toryou^ 
i> 

*Federal iegjulat ons perinit the payment of a time deposit prior to maifurity 
only ifjth^i -m<in ŝ§.'of'the interest is forfeited and interest onltHe arhount 

withdrawn is reduced to tĥ i jDassbook rate. Soi, wejr^orrimehd Vibu j. 
-deposit qnly thi extra funds you can spare foLan ex,terjcled period of timle. 
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