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St. Marys 
By MOLLY JUDGE 

Representatives oi the various 
d e p a r t m e n t s a t ' St. M a r y ' s 
Hospital organized, a taster-force 
Qec., 19 to review the status of the 
hospital's obstetr ical uni t . 

( . The group intends, t o protest 
• t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n pf t h e 
Genesee Region Health Planning 
C o u n c i l t o c lose o b s t e t r i c a l 
faci l i t ies in the Rochester area 
that handle fewer than 1500 l ive 
births per yeSr. The Counci l w i l l 

•determine by Apri l wh ich of the 
six faci l i t ies iiii the c i ty should be 
closed. This decision wi l l be 
based upon the nlimber of births' 

. per yeaf in each unj t and travel 
' t ime between hospitals.' ; 

Dr. V i c t o r J. T o f a n y , an 
anfestheologist at St. Mary's, and 

. Mrjs. Wi l l i am .Howe are co-
t h a t m e q of.Bie task force which 
iwill determine the hospital's 
resiponse to the recommendat ion: 

• i . 

St. ' Mary's, which del vered 
approximately i 1200 babies last 
year , is t h r e a t e n e d by1 t h e 

. recfpmmendation, according; to 
p u b l i c re la t i ons 
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izes to Save Its OB Unit 
. . . • . J • , ' ' \ . ' • • • . • - • » • • '! • 

Palul Lewis , 
director. 

i 
The Daughters of Charityi pf St. 

Vincent de Paul founded the 
hospital in 1857. St. Ma|y's is 
Rochester's first hospital, and the 
only Catholic hospital in the city. 
It is also the only fac i l i ty located 
in t h e ( inf>er-city and 
gepgraphically west of the 
Gdnesee Riveri-

fhe task f o r t e has.the support 
of the Diocesan Priest's Counci l , 
which sent Fafher Elmer Mc - : 

Dcnald of St: Christopher Is and 
Fai:her John Norris o f Blessed 
Sacrament to the meeting, father 
Robert Collins, director cjf the 
Family Life Of f ice , is ajso a 
member of the task force. 

' - '. 
rhe Genesee Health Council 's 

recommendation is basedfon a 

study made)in 1971 : for/tltie 
A m e r i c a n Co l lege o f O b ­
s te t r i c ians and Gyneco log i s t s 
(ACOG). The Study report stated 
t h a t " f u l l h o s p i t a l , /obste t r ic 
services, in terms of use of beds, 
personnel and facil i t ies for the 
care of all kinds of obstetric 
c o m p l i c a t i o n s , can . o n l y be , 
provided eff ic ient ly w h e n - m o r e ' 
than 1500 :deliveries, occur per 
year. In more sparsely populated 
communit ies, • adequate service 
can be' provided w i th reasonable 
eff iciency when at least ^ 500 
patients are delivered a t * the 
hospital per year. ' Below, this 

number eff ic iency is decreased." 
i 

The study recommended that 
obs te t r i ca l services; be " c o n ­
solidated to produce more than 
1500 for each . un i t in a 
metropol i t ian ared. 

"The study arrived at this f igure . 
by comput ing the number ,of 
around-the-clock, staff members-
needed to provide the eff ic ient 
use of the obstetrical faci l i t ies," 
Lewis sa.id.. "Bu t i t faired to take 
the! economical** use of the 
facil i t ies into, considerat ion." 

According to Lewis, the o b ­
stetrical services at St. Mary's are 
less expensive than the same 

- services at the other Rochester 
.hospitals. A study conducted by 
St. Mary's revealed that per dieriji . 
reimbursement1 rates for Blue' 
Cross and' MediSaip'were jess at 
St, Mary's, " i f the obstetrical unit 
were to be cjgSsed, i t wou ld result 
in a higher^ost to the community 
since the other hospital's. rates 
have a, higher 4eirribursement> 
cost,"-Lewis' said. 

A t the urging o : the Hospital 
Review and Planning Council/the 
Monroe J County Hospital P lan- ; 
ning Group; ;a sub-division of the 
Genesee! Region Hearth Planning 
Councill initiated a study based 
on AODC's retdmmendations.. 

study did not include 
mbursement rates of Medicaid 

Cross • as a factor. 

Again, th 
rei 
and Blue 

This' s tudy i n d i c a t e d t ha t " 
Dnroe County has -an' excess o f / 
spital obstetrical facil it ies aYid^ 

.consolidation of these1 

u(iits wou ld save the communi ty 
ponsidc rable cost. Based on the 

assumption that the b i r th rate w i l l 
cont inue, t o decl ine, the . study 
recbmmendedMhat all facil i t ies 
h a n d l i n g fewer ; than ' 2,000 
deliveries be closed except where 
dr iv ing f me wou ld exceed 30 
minutes. 

\that the de, 
Health. Cbuhci 
be-extended 
January, 1976 
rhaking a thorough investigation 

Genesee Health Counci l 
r recqmmendations 

the studies of ACOG 
Monroe County Health" 
Two othejr studies of the-
" ' units by the Medical. 

Monroe County and 
m i t t e e p f Hosp i t a l 

made alternate 

' the 

©f 
C o m 

ist -ators 

The 
made 
based or 
and the 
Counci l , 
obstetrical 
Society 
t h e 
Admin 
proposal 

The Medical $pciety recom-
menided the figuriej of tfiOO l ive 
births as the desipable m in imum 
in pop i la t iohs of 100,000 or 

'more; 250-500 birjths per uni t as 
the m in imum in areas of 30,000 
populat ion. This particular study 
took maternal and infant "mor­
tal i ty rates per ijihit into c o r t 
sideratiop. The society found that 
the highest perinatal mortal i ty of 
29.8 per 1,000 live births were at 
hospitals having rnore than 2,000 
births annual ly; Also, that at 
hospitals! w i t h fewer than 500 
births, a 27.6 ; mortality rate 
existed. The highest maternal 
death rates exist)I at institutions 
having rr o re than2 ,000and fewer 
than ^.fjOrblrthsi per year. 

Accordin 

dl ine for the^Genesee 
I's decision should 

from- Apr i l , 1975, to 
for the purpose of 

St. Mar/fe d id have thej lowest 
birth rate1 n. 1973—1305, com­
pared, to Strong.Memoria l , w i th 
1793; Rochester General, 2588; 
Highland Hospital, i879, .and 
Genesee Hospital, .2105. But in a 
survey cone ucted by St. Maryfs of 
the hospita bir th-rate in upstate 
New York, i t was concluded that 
47.5 per cent of the upstate 
hospitals cel ivered fewer than 
1,000 babiejs annually. 

I t o Lewis, the figure 
of 1,500 births, specif ied by the 
•Council foi ef f ic ient obstetrical 
units, is not based -on relevant 
statistical data. "Wi thou t 1 takings 
the economics of hospital costs 
in to consideration, this f igure of 
1,500 has nothing to back-it up. It • 
is just an estimation o f the 
maximum efficiency a hpspital 
should have in the obstetrical 
unit ," he said. • 

."And in 
half the . 
the people 
choose to 
born in a 
added , 
.abortions 
hpspi ta l . ' 
" the wor 
•sterilized 
going t o 

a ie t 
'fi.S:i 

The Committee of 
Administrators in Monroe County 
suggested that the appropriate 
annual rri inimurti number of J 

births pen unit in Rochester would 
be betweten l,000]iand T,500; and 

"St: Mary's isj indeed suffering 
f rom the effects' o f the 1971 
abort ion \SA/ arid is losing some 
patients snee j it adheres to 
certain ethical|- -principles and . 
does not .perform abortipns or 

Hospjta!; sterlizatipn:;," ,he, added. 

a city in which over 
population is Catholic, 

phould:have a right to 
have their .childlren 

Catholic hospital," he 
s te r i l i za t i ons and 

n o t permit ted in the 
a result", Lewis said, 

who want to be 
after givingJ.birth are 

otjher pbstetrffcal units." 

uni t wou ld afreet i other depart­
men ts , p a r t i c u ar ly t h e 
gynecological department. Some' 
physicians who -'staff the ob­
s te t r i ca l un i t j „. " per fo r rh 

-gynecological services as wel l . 

"Many 'o f these doctors wou ld 
r a t h e r ' p e r f o r m . , v t h e r 
gynecological services in the 
same -hospital where they per­
form obstetrics. They wou ld 
probably refer the' OB patients, 
whoJ need other1 services to 
specialists^ w i th in ;the hospital ," 
Lewis said. • . ' 

. St. Mary ' s contes ts • t h e 
assumption that the bi r th rate wi l l 
cont inue to declines. According to 
Lewis some statistics show a 
stabil ization t rend: 

Kolping Slates. 
German Mass 

The Catholic Kplping Society is 
.sponsoring a German Christmas 
Mass on Sunday, Jan. *5 at 3 p.m. 
in St. Anne/s Church.. 

The Eucharist w i l l be con-
celebrated by a | number of 
German speaking priests w i th 
Msgr. Cbarles V. Bbyle as prinr 
cipal celebrant. During the Mass 
German hymns w i l l be sung and 
IFather Frederick Eiseman, pastor 
of Holy -Family C h u r c h , w i l l 
deliver the homily in Cerman. 

Leo P. ,S;aeum, president of the 
Kolping .Society i 
attending the Mass to a.Ch •istmas. 
party and German 

nvites 

dinne r after' 
I f j the uni t is closed at the the Mass. It is necessary to'rr iake "J . 

hospital,- i t is estimated jthat the 
hospital f II lose-$1,497,729. a 
year. Closing of the obstetrical 

reservations for the 
-Mrs. German Sperr 
"Will iam Wi t tmann , 

those 

party t i rough 
342-0)23, or 

288-3695. 

Willard "Bi l l" Knope, 68, president 
the past three years of the Senior 
Citizens Action Council of Monroe 

| ; | Count; L Inc., an organization of (• 
•jM'> 30,000 senior citizens, and a member 
viiii O I The 'Mariner Jrlouse's.advisory!"•• 

board. Here's what Bill Knope says • 
about T h e ^MarinerHouse: i 

. "If Zthe Mariner House wasn' t a 
good proposition, I wouldn' t be o n if̂  board, quite; bluntly. 
Nobody's paying me, so I say what I think- And in my 
opinion, T h e Mariner House is do ing a good jobij I ' m ' 
impressed* with i t . . . - J " • } •. ~ ' 

"How did I get involved ivrithi T h e M a r i n e r House? I was. 
recommended to be on the advisory board. I've been 
associated with it since it sta eked three years ago, arid I never 
thought I'd be interested in senior citizens the Way-I- am , . .v 

"You've got to realize one i h ing . T h e Mariner Houseisrt ' t 
only for senior citizens, a l though mahytsf. i ts residents are 
.elderly., , > • _ " ' ' . / . i '•-;' / •> . . ' ;.,'."'..>- '.-.;• 

' 'And_diat"6rings u p ano t fier p o i n t e r dcih't likej 'jik& idea 
that because you're a senior i|:itaze'ri%Qvi^^b.-'lprig^.u'seiEulv'. 

al tain dW%tlteei£ senior yiice ' 

t i e 'fpre^ident»,it."saiiil< V H I M worked'fpr.It's* 
seniorcitizen. A:seniorhas worked for tha; 
be proud of i t : . . 

"I t has a lot'of advantages! Ir^s:in an 
the senior citizen or adult who lives theje 
transportation aire readily available. You 
the, f rontdoor, get a bus 'and go, practical 

licensed by. die ; >xat£ bf 

You a r e useful! |When; you attain 
•'P' 

; 

^uyuigv 
r̂ eXep:̂ c|eni 

' i "•'';' " . ' • ' ' « ' ' I 

want. Churches and banks are nearby tdo; 
. "Sometimes ;ttiere's a -problem with 

place where mjeilsrarfrnot provided. T h e r 
out to eat, and ntany people in that case 
it. So nutrition-wise, Mariner House is a 
•[ \ " What-if there were no Mariner House: 
riven? Many people wpuld^have no place l 
have tol iye alorie. That ' s why The'Marin^r 
be ^phsidered a p u b l i t service. Who else 

i project tfaat size! renovated an old hotel 
improvements;[i ^roughout its entire resid 

T h e Mariner, House.; A full-service relic 

: d eallocstioh/for" 
j^stofes-ahd ' 

steprright ou t 
y whereVerjyou 

cm 

) • : 

New York to sujpi 
lo^rrisvJiiespaciouS) 

:air- cbhditiphed 
private tile bath. 

•same with ihe 
title, he .should 

seiniors living at a , 
hhey have to go 

\jrojuld rather forget 
"jood setup . . . 
\ \^ha t ihapperis 

sjtay, Qt they'd 
ttpuse should 

to 

las] 
and 

jt-akejnj on a 
jjiade/ . 

ence p r r ^ 
laente iof adults,,, 
ie|rvise thfe acts of| 

etely%fiirnishey;, 
ahd heated-

\ 
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