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St.

By MOLLY ]UDGE :
_Representatives of the various
departments at ~St. Mary's
Hospital' organized. a task=force
Dec. 19 to review the 'status-of the
hospital” s obstetrical unit.

study made lin 1971 - for
American College of O -
stetricians and Gynecologists
(ACOG). The study report stated
that “full hospital. ]obstetrlc

services, in terms of use of beds,

‘care of all kinds of obstetric
complications, can .only be
Genesee Region Health Planning | provided efﬁcxently when- more’
Council to close obstetrical |than 1560 deliveries, occur- per
facilities in the Rochester area | year. In more sparsely populated
that handle fewer than 1500 live ~: communities;
births per yes&r. The Council will
determine by April which of the
six facilities in the city should be

.The group inténds to protest

efficiency when aﬁ least 500
patients are delivéred at’ the
hospital per year.' Below, this
number effICIency IS decreased.”

based upon the ntimber of births-
per year in each unit and travel

time between hospitals The study recommended that

-obstetrical services: be “con-
solidated to prqduce more than
1500 for -each .
metropohtlan ‘ared.

Dr. \ﬁlctor J. Tofany “an
anestheoingst at St. Mary'é and
Mrs.  Williagy .Howe are co-
cha‘!meq of.the task force which
determine the hospital’s
reéponse to the recommendation:

“which delqvered

‘

by computing the number .of

. needed to provide the efficient
use of the obstetrical facilities,”
‘Lewis said. “But it failed to take

St 'Marys

year, is threatened by the

Paul Lewis, - facilities into, consnderatlon
du}ector

Whe Daughters of Chantyl of St.
Vmcent de Paul founded the
hospital in 1857. St. Maly's is

public relatlons
|

Accordmg to Lewis, the -ob-
stetrical services at St. Mary s are
fess expensive than the same

. services at the other -Rochester
hospitals. A study lconducted by
only Catholic hospital in the city.
It 15 also the only facility located
the * inper-city | and
gepgraphlcally west o'f the

Qrexmbursement rates for Bl
Cross and' Medu?a
St. Mary's. “if the obstetrical unit

were to be ¢lised, it would result

The. task forcel has.the sd:pport L hlghergggt to tlhe community
: . since the ‘other hospital’s rates

of lthe Diocesan| Priest’s COUR/C\::‘.. have a, higher
nald of St. Christopher’s and | 5% Lowig said.

Fa her John Norris of Blessed | ° |
Eament to the meeting. Father [ AL th% urging of the Hospital

ijet mbursement

. Review and Planning Council, the

ol o e R

. . ning Group; a sub-division of the

member of the taSk farce. Genesee Region Heatth Planning
he Cénesee Health Co,mc:l’

personnel and facilities for the :

. adequate service .
can be provided with reasonable -

-unit ln ‘a

“The study amved at this ﬁgure .

' around-the-clock. staff . members-

the! economicat™ use of the .

St. Mary’s revéaled that per dierh .

*weré less at

Mary S Orgamées to Savé Its 0

~ reimbursement rates of Medicaid
and Blue Cross-as-a factor.

Again, this study did not mclude | \t?at the dec diine for the:Genesee

se- extended from. April, 1975, to
January, 1976 for the purpose of
-ThlS .tudy lndlcated that making a thorough investigation.
Aonroe County has an excess of-~ | :
pital obstetrical facilities an
that a- ¢onsolidation of these:
ufits would save the comrhunity
aonsidérable cost. Based on the
assumptl n that thee birth rate will -
continué| to decling, the. study
recommended™ that all facilities

St. Mary’> did have the, lowest
birth raté jn. 19731305, com-
pared .to Strong. MEmonaI with
1793: RocHester General, 2588;
H:ghland Hospital, 1879 and

'Cenésee Hospital, 2105. ‘Bt in‘a
survey conducted by St. Mary’s of

handling fewer: than' 2,000 - the hospita birth rate in upstate .
deliverieq be closed except where  New York, it was concluded that
driving time -would exceed 30 47.5 “per éent of the upstate
* minutes. hospitals delivered fewer than
) : oL 1,000 babies annually. .
. The, Genesee Hemlth Council

' According to Lewis, the figure
of 1,500 births specified by the
‘Council for efficient obstetrical
units, .is .not based -on relevant

- made 'their recommendations
based on the'studies of ACOG:
and the Monsoe County Health
Council. [Two othqr studies of the:
Obstetric Pl units ‘by the Medical.
Society of Monroe County and
the Committee of Hospital
Administ ators . made alternate

into consideration, this figure of

proposal v . is just ‘an estifnation of the
maximum efficiency a hospital
The Medical Socnety recom- should haye in the obstetrncal

.mended he figure -of T000 live
births as|the des:rable minimuin
in populations .of 100,000 or
‘more; 250-500 bu’Fhs per unit as
the mmlmum in areds of 30,000
population. This gartlcu'lar study
_ took mdternal” and infant “mor-
_ tality rates ' per uhlt into con-
sideratioh. The society found that
the highest perinatal mortality of
. 29.8 per 1,000 live births were at
‘hospitals havmg more than 2,000
births annually; ' Also, that at
hospitald with feWer ‘than 500
“births, 276 :mortality rate,
existed. ‘The hlghest -materral’
. death rates exist! at -institutions
having nore than:2,000 and fewer
than 230¢births: per year.

fie Committee of Hosp'tal
Ad hinistrators in Manroe County
suggested that the appropriate|
annual’ n’nmmum number of
births perunit in Rpchester would
be between 1000{~and 1,500; and

unit,” he 5, id.

““And in |a city in whxdh over
hah" the population is Cathotic,
the people should-have a right to
choose to| have "their . children
"born in a athohc hospital,” he
added. > and
«abortions are not permitted in the
hospital. “As:. ”, ewis said,
“the women who want to be

—gomg to other obstet cal units.”

s 15‘ lndeed suffering
from the leffects of the 1971
and is losing some
patients s|ncei it adheres to
certain ethicall

" 1h€ added

ifs the u lt is closed at the
‘hosp«tal is estimated jthat the

hospnta['\'(vll lose -$1497729. a

ealth Council’s decision should .

statistical data. “Without' taking |
the economics of hospital costs

1,500 has nothing to back-it up. It -

"spensoring a German Christmas

in St."Anng’s Church..

. Msgr. Charles V. Boyle as prin-

AFather Frederick Fideman, pastor

‘principles and ,
.perform abortipns or

ments, particularly
gynecologucal department. Some’
physicians who - ”itaff the ob-
stetrical unit|_ - perform
.gynecological services as well. -
b o -

'\.

urit, would aﬁect Ither depart-

“
S om

“Many 'of these{ octors wo'ule )
rather©  perfotm. * their
gynecological se}ices in the

same ‘hospital where they per~
form obstetrics. [They would

probably refer the OB pat:enf;
who! ‘need other’ services . to
specialists: wnthm the hospltal '

Lewis said. .

. St. Mary’s contests « the
assumption that the birth rate will
continue to decline. According to
Lewis some statistics show a
stabilization trend o

2

Kolplng Slates
German Mass

The Catholic Kolplng Society is

4

Mass on Sunday, Jan.*5 at 3 p.m.

l
]

The Eucharist vénll be con-
celebrated by “‘a-i number of
German ' speaking prlests with

cipal celebrant.

German hymns will be sung and

DUﬂmg the Mass
of Holy -Family hurch will-.
deliver the homil i in 'C%rman.

Leo'P. Saeum, presiden; of the
Kolping ,Society invites| those
attending the Mass to a Christmas
party and German dmne:t after
"the Mass.’ It is necessary to-make
reservations for the party through

“Mrs. Germian Sperr| 342-0923, or
V\fllham Wlttmann 28873895.

; : .Council! initiated a study based
Te Qmmenc_iat'_ion is. based i “on AC@G 5’\, thin_xendationS‘.\
N - - . _ ~ ; 4 L PR
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“I don't like tﬁle

beeaﬁse yotuTe a senior citizen

youre no !«mger usetul.”

 Citizens Actioni-Couficil of Montoe ‘
- County Inc., an. orgamzauoﬁ of -
30 000 senior: citizens; and a member
, of Th |MarmenHouse s, advxsoty.
hoard. [Here’s what Bill Knope says .
. about 7r[‘he ‘Mariner: House:
2 “If The Marmer House wasn ta
good prop051 tion, I wouldnlt be on it board, quue bluntly
Nobody s.paying me, so I say what I think. And in my

~ ‘opinion, The Mariner House is domg a good }Ob Tm -

impressed-with it . . "
“How did I get involved with The. Manner House?‘ I was.
recommended to be on the advisory board. I've been:
associated with it sinceiit sta:lted three years ago, ‘and I never -
theught I'd be interésted. in senior citizens the way-Tam .
“You'vegotto. reahze one thing. 'I‘he Mariner Houselsn t
only for senior citizens, althpugh many of its’ re51dents are

i‘elderly o _ o

“And . thaﬂ)rmgs up ano er point;,
You are useful When you ttal
f ; 7

'5
1/

" outto eat, and many people in that-case would rather forget .

Te you've worked! for. It's thé same with the

 iprésident
semor has worked for, that t1tle he should

senior citizen.
‘be broud of it. : i
“It has a lot of advantages. Its in an id él:'locatiori»!for"
the senior cmzeh or adult who lives therel—stores-and -
transportation dre readlly available. You/can step right out
the front:deor, get a bus'and go practically wheréverryou
-want. Churchies|and banks are nearby tdoj.. - ° T
. “Sometimes there’s zproblem with seniors living at a .
place where meals-are-not prov1ded Then they have to go-.

it. So numnon-wxse, Mariner House is a good-sétup-. .
" “What-if there were no-Mariner Houée.\What ;happens
. then? Many people would.-have no place 1o s ,"ot they’d
iV €. That s why The Maring ‘Ho se should

have to ]; ve alor,

ut its entire reside ncevprogra;m>”
-full serv1ce residence for adults, , |

‘year. Cloemg qf the obstetrucal
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