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St. Nlcholas Santa Claus or K[lS
Kringle is the embodlment of the
- spirit of giving and generosity -of

_Christmds. He. rewards . good

-~children, nd.. uts. coal in‘the bad,

: stockmgs

.'Chrlstmas has' come to- rely on .

‘him as a necessary symbol of the

- ’season; the’ time: when people

. celebrate the birth of Christ by
»:sharmg wrth others
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0 s an intrinsic part
hristmas tradition in this

tradition began in

ntury on Dec, 6 with
. !\ll:cholas and is
with™ every* poem, -
or‘ myth ‘that adds
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‘Mediterranean Sea during a
severe storm -which. enabled
distraughit seamen to land safely

hesaint beqame the. patron of .
childrén; merchants, bakers and
travelers as ‘well.

Because of - h|s reputauon for
generosity the eve of his birthday
became a -timé ‘to give  small
preseiits;: candy and fruit_to’
“children. But the -Reformation
decreased . St  Nicholas’
populanty He : beCame
secularized as Father Christmas in
England :and Pere Noél in France
although the Netherlands held on
to the. religious connotations by
continuing to worshlp h|m as a
saint.
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The Diitch ¢arried this faith in

d St Nrch lastothe-newv»ltorld His’

‘and their first-
, sterdam ‘was

4rlled

‘had. .pl'arined : ‘ft fruxt

€ . anxrousl await the commg of the

Fiding: a white

as-‘fond of straw

Swarte -Piet-

]  “his-servant ‘and a
passxonate apple lpver. The Saint
- would ther till the shioes of good °

‘childrens who studied their -

catechlsm w;th glfts candy and

\{Vhen‘ tlhe Enghsh galrned

ith “theif own Father’

.The Engllsh children

having

: hearted

samt ‘appear on Chnstmas Eve as.
“did “the three wise men. This -

the English version of the saint lost

his bishoply clothes and became
dressed in red and white, the
color of vestments. Because of
proniinciation dlfﬁcultles Saiont
Nikolaas . or Smterkalaas
‘developed into the words, Santa
Claus., -

Washmgton lrvmg helped
change the custom by stating that
the aged bishop flew through the
air and dropped gifts down
chimneys. Nevertheless, Santa
remained in the background It
wasn’t “until 1823, that the
‘tradition achieved eminence
through -the efforts of Dr.
Clement Clarke Moore. In Dr.
Moore’s celebrated poem, “Twas
the Nrght Before Christmas,”
* Santa is described as the jO“V

_ saint who flies through the air on

a sleigh drawn by eight magical
“reindeer. He brings resents into
‘houses via the chimney and .
occasionally will, feast on milk
and cookies, courtesy of a

thoughtful child.

Christ-Child “or Christkindl’ who
brought them tiny gifts' along_
. with-candy and fruit on Christmas
Fve.. -Christkindl would ride . a
‘whité mule and sneak into their
. homeés through the keyhole in the
* front:door. The American dialect
soon changed the pronunciation

of Chrlstkmdl to Kris Krmgle and

the Christ Child took on the
characteristics of St. Nick.

Regardlees of the’ uncertainty
surrounding  his arrival, Santa
Claus or St. Nicholas, or, if you
prefer, Kris Kringle has a rough
job ahead of him! How many
right, jolly, old elves do you kna
that can visit millions
'Amencan homes in one evemng?
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Jt was to this tradition that the -

"German settlers of Pennsylvania’s
" Christmas - celebratron of . the
Chnst Chtld was ; mcorporated

' WANDERING MINSTREI.S
' The )éacred Heart Cathedral

‘adult choir spent Sunday - af-

ternoon and evening Dec. 18
carolling. at - area-

> - They visited the Gra-Mar School

for special children' in. Chur-
-chville, Westgage Nursing Home,

N the Episcopal home on Mt. Hope

'ﬁat the -
il | about

Avenue and thé Elmwood
*- Medical Center, giving a brief
concert on each of the center’s 15

flsors. Afterward, around'.10:30 .

h ‘uwﬁembers and their’
} red for dinner at

institutions. -

May the blessed peace of the Christmas
season spread through all the world. We
extend our warmest greeﬁng§ to you, our
customers, and express our .gratitude for

your faithful patronage. Best wishes.
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96 CLINTON AVE. N.
115 FRANKLIN ST.
Phone 454-1818
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NOW THAT’S A CHRISTMAS GIFT!

purple eagle

AT NIAGARA UNIVERSITY

A Great Gift for the
" Boy on your List
Three Big Weeks
— —July 6 to 11
-—— Aug.3t08
- -Aug 16t0.21

» Loa'ed Dﬂ "‘)Q picturesque campus of
Niagara University, just £miles fram the
gm"‘ld famous American & Horseshoe

alls -

"o Facilities — § indoor and 5 outdoor courts _

.o Players will be assigned to teams :based on
ape, ability, size and year m'school

e
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COACH - DIRECTOR
FRANK LAYDEN

. ® Ensolment — Open 10 boys entering-grades 712 |

n Sexnamben 1975 l 3

»See'National Focttali League Buffalo Bifls.i m
training-camp in July & Avgust

» Tour of scenic attractions including world
famous falls,

o. Fee: %125 per week. (No refunds of deposits)

LEARN FROM OUTST. ANDING COLLEGE AND HIGH SCHOOL COACHES
. {One coach for every 8 playsrs)

MAILTO MR. FRANK LAYDEN -

NIAGARA UNIVERSITY,

IS

-~

A‘rifﬁcmun

'NIAGARA UNIVERSITY, N.Y. 14109

AGE ___ MEIGHT __ WEIGHT _____ l
SCHOOL

m =

GRADE N SEPT. 1975

PADETS ST

PLEASE CHECK THE WEEK OR
WEB(SYOUPWTOATTEND

——dufy6to11
—=Aug.3108
—Aug. 181021
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(MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: )
“PURPLE EAGLE BASKETBALL SCHOOL™)




