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* IT'S A S2,00O,0OO TV CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 
ABOUT THE POVERTY OF J E S U S / ' 

Editorial 

Christmas 1974 
O n e o f the great paradoxes abou t l i fe on ear th 

is t h a t in t h e m i d s t o f o u r greatest t r i u m p h s " w e 
r e m a i n v u l n e r a b l e t o despa i r . 

Chr i s tmas C o d k n o w s i t is a w e l c o m e day 
i I n d e e d , as ide f r o m t h e Resur rec t ion i tse l f i t is t h e 

m o s t e x a l t e d d a y in C h r i s t e n d o m . I n t r m i s c a l l y i t is a 
day w i t h o u t b l e m i s h b u t because w e are o n l y h u m a n 
w e have u n w i t t i n g l y t a i n t e d , i t 

I t is needless t o d iscuss ' its , t over -
c o m m e r c t a h z a t i o n There is, h o w e v e r , a n o t h e r f l a w 
in ou r o b s e r v a n c e o f Chr is t 's b i r t h d a y t h a t is w o r t h 
p o n d e r i n g , even as,we ce leb ra te W e h a v e s o m e h o w 
m a n a g e d t o e x c l u d e m a n y f r o m t h e feast 

<~ Surely n o n e o f us i n tends s ta r va t i on in^such far-
o f f p laces as A f r i c a - o r - I n d i a Ye t w e m u s t be m i n d f u l 
t h a t i t ex is ts . 

A n d i t is t r u e t h a t w e are b e c o m i n g i nc reas ing l y 
consc ious o f t h e d i s c repancy in ea r t h l y j u s t i ce t h a t 
imprisons some of our brothers in pover ty , even in 
ou r o w n area Th is is c o m m e n d a b l e Bu t w e m u s t 
learn t o t i e even o u r m o s t j o y o u s reasons f o r ' 

^ c e l e b r a t i o n w i t h t he rea l i za t i on t h a t n o t a l l are i n ­
v i t e d t o t h e shar ing W e m u s t - reduce o u r ex­
t ravagances so t h a t resources m a y sp read t o m o r e o f 
o u r - b r o t h e r s a n d sisters. 

B ishop ""Joseph L H o g a n has * asked self-
des igna ted days, o f fas t and a b s t i n e n c e T h e - U S 
B ishops have asked a l l o f us v o l u n t a r i l y t o fas t t w o 
days a w e e k W h i l e . s u c h a c t i o n m a y be m a i n l y 
s y m b o l i c t h e r e is t h e o p p o r t u n i t y , if t h e m a c h i n e r y o f 
g o v e r n m e n t jo ins i n , t o p r o v i d e m o r e o f t h e 
sus tenance o f l i f e t o m o r e p e o p l e e v e r y w h e r e 

These are p o s i t i v e , m a t e r i a l w a y s Of h e l p i n g 
The re are o t h e r areas tha"f need o u r c o n c e r n 
Psych ia t r is ts l ong have k n o w n t h a t in t i m e s o f such 
a c c e n t u a t e d f e s t i v i t y as o j j r ' m o d e r n Chr is tmases , 
t hose w i t h s u c h m e n t a l p r o b l e m s as depress ion suf fer 
even greater angu ish t h a n . n o r m a l A r e d u c t i o n in t h e 
van i t i es o f t h e c e l e b r a t i o n w i t h m o r e e f f o r t s p e n t o n 
ass is t ing t h e l o n e l y w o u l d be m o r e ak i n t o Chr is t 's 

^message. 

Desp i t e t h e great i n c o n v e n i e n c e s w e A m e r i c a n s 
a r e f e e l i n g t h i s h o l i d a y because o f t h e t w i n e c o n o m i c 
te r rors o f i n f l a t i o n a n d recess ion , m o s t o f us w i l l 
m a n a g e - t o a f f o r d Ch r i s tmas . W h a t w e c a n n o t a f f o r d , 
as G o d - f e a r i n g p e o p l e , is t o i gno re t h e p l i g h t o f t h e 
rea l ly u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d , t h e t r u l y t r o u b l e d p e o p l e t h a t * 
G o d sent t o share t h i s p l ane t . 

Father James L Empereur , a Jesui t l i turg icaJ 
scho la r , w r o t e recen t l y t h a t a l though ' Chr i s tmas is 
bas ica l l y a h u m a n c e l e b r a t i o n " t h e r e is s t i l l r b o m t o 
re -Chr is t ian ize Ch r i s tmas - . . i n t he deepes t sense, 

"Chr is tmas is t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f w h a t i t means t o be 
f u l l y h u m a n . . . Chr is tmas remi r fds us t h a t G o d has 
been l u r i n g us o n t o deeper i ns igh t i n t o o u r o w n 
h u m a n i t y . " 

So i f w e are ab le t o a v o i d c o m p l e t e c o n ­
c e n t r a t i o n o n t he s u p e r f i c i a l t r app ings w e w i l l ' b e 
ab le t o search fo r t h e t r u e m e a n i n g o f Ch r i s tmas . W e 
a l l k n o w w h a t i t is A n d w e s h o u l d k n o w w h e r e i t is 
— w i t h i n us, w a i t i n g t o be f o u n d . 

'Instruction, 
Not Sermons9 

Editor: 

Many years ago, Bishop OHern 
once said, "Our Catholic people 
need instruction, not sermons" 
Today, because of lack of proper 
instruct ions. Catholics are 
beginning to make up their own 
versions of Catholic doctrine, the 
same as Protestants have been 
doing for the past four hundred 
years A pointcase is the letter of 
Eileen A Maceri (12/11) 

First, the writer queries, "Why 
should an unbaptized infant b^ 
barred from the grace and love of 
God just because-a particular 
ceremony has not been per­
fo rmed" (Emphasis ours). The, 
answer is the unbaptized infant 
does not share the divine life of 
God. It is only when it receives 
this life through Baptism that it 
becomes* a child of Clod Hence, 
Baptism is not a mere ceremony. 
It "is a -d iv ine ly inst i tuted 
sacrament whereby the super­
natural life of God lost in the fall 
is restored to the soul The stigma 
of being born into the -world 
without sharing God's life is 
Original Sirr. - The stigma^- is 
removed^ when the Divine Life, 
which we call sanctifying grace, is 
restored' to the soul through 
Baptism It is a sacrament which 
effects what it signifies It is not a 
mere symbol or ceremony The 
rfecessity of Baptism is clearly 
shown from many passages in the 
Scriptures {John 3/5, Matt 28/19) 
and from the universal and 
constant tradition of the Church 
(Acts 8/36) > 

Secondly; the writer states, "I 
had to think fc»r myself" A little 
knowledge is a dangerous thing 
To "think out" our religion, it may 
be necessary to have a com­
prehensive background of 
Scripture, theology, apologetics, 
philosophy, p'atrology, history, 
liturgy, etc Even .after my or­
dination l had to think out many 
things- which had been con­
sidered in the classroom but 
which I still had not fully 
assimilated Fortunately, because 
of^ my six years in a major 
seminary, I was able to think out 
the answers and still remain 
Orthodox The wr i ter states, 
"Christianity is not a system of 
theological doctrines and creeds 
— It is a way of life We are not 
"God's children by adoption, we 
are God's true children . ." The 
answer is a way of life must rest 
upon beliefs There are many 
religious a n d phi losophical 
beliefs in the modern world 
Hinduism, Shintoism, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and 
Christianity. Christians may be 
Catholic, Greek Orthodox or 
Protestant The Protestant world 
is divided into more than 450 
different sects. Then, there is the 
atheistic .philosophy of com­
munism Society and the lives of 
the peopje of the world, are buflt 
upon these religious beliefs and 
philosophical principles \ 

We are God's children *by 
adoption because only Christ is 
the Son of God by nature.' The 
rest of_us are God's children only 
when we share God's life and 
then only because God has willed 
it that way — hence, by adoption 

[Rev.] G. Stuart Hogan 
789 East Ave. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14607 

Sisters Send 
.Message 
Editor: 

Incarnation implies twat one 
becomes enfieshed in ihe^life of 

another. For the past ten years, 
we as a Community have mingled 
our lives with the'lives of many in 
Brazil for the sake of the 
kingdom. !t is overwhelming to 
"reflect on the love and en­
couragement that has energized 
our lives and our mission during 
this time 

And so, this Christmas of 1974, 
we ask the lord's blessing upon 
our Congregation, o_ur families 
and friends, upon the people of 
the'Church of Rochester the 
Lord's blessing be upon you, 
whose vision of a Christ present 
in all lands and in all cultures has 
fructified over these past ten 
years Our sincere gratitude to 

' you, and may your Christmas be 
gifted with the riches of Christ 

• Sisters Barbara, Christe), Ellen, 
Gi lmary, KatfierSnei'v;I&iftek 
Loyola, Marilyn, and?Mai^ A*jin. 

Brazil Missions 

' ^Letters-../'-' in tended' '- '"'for 
publication must be addressed 
to Opinion, Courier-Journal, 67 
Chestnut St., Rochester; N^Y; 

I4«M>.; • ,_- ;;
:^.>'; ' /::; / 

' They should be no longer 
thait 1 * 1/2 '^j^esffi^tY^f' 
double-spaced, with names 
and ^ a M r ^ « . ^ J | ^ ^ f | i i f | B r ; 
resfert^s '.-ijje ; r j g h j ^ ; e d i f ; ^ l | ' . 
letters.' " ;>' ^fp""7-'.' ..';'- ':' 

Life^ Liberty 
and Law 

jtf?**** 

_ Nancy Murphy . 
[This is the third in a series on 

the Dred Scott decision and 
contemporary abortion xases.] 

If there is one season each year 
which ^expresses the pure hope 
and joy of nature surely it is 
Spring when the Yashino and 
Kwanson cherry trees along the 
Potomac announce" rebirth, and 
their profusion of blossoms bears 
witness to the continuum of all 
life. 

But there was no such display 
and no such hope in March 1857, 
when aging Chief Justice Roger 
Brooke Taney, with a voice that 
faltered to a raspy whisper at 
times, read the lengthy Dred 
Scott decision to a hushed and 
respectful crowd in the north 
wing of the Old Capitol Building 

the Supreme Court Room 
And the nation, experiencing a 
severe economic depression, 
awaited this^fmal solution to the 
nagging slavery problem Was a 
Black man free if he could 
establish residence in a Free 
State?-Would he and his family be 
free thereafter regardless of 
residence? Wojjld this freedom 
constitute citizenship? And what 
rights would be his with the 
advent of that citizenship? 

Or was he doomed before birth 
to a life of servitude, a subhuman 
existence? 

Roger Taney, not yet suf­
ficiently removed from the shock 
of losing both his wife and their 
last child within a day of each 
other, was a man of impeccable" 
character A devout Catholic 
almost apostolic in demeanor 
and conduct, in his eighty first 
year, a man who had freed what 
slaves he had owned with the • 
exception of those older few 
whom he retained i n , order to 
support them in their final years, , 
he must have suffered painfully 
from his personal distaste of this 
major i ty op in ion which- he 

" himself had wr i t ten, ' But he 
believed it to be a fair and ac­
curate interpretat ion o f the 
Constitution of the United States 
He based his argument on what 
he saw as the prevailing public 
opinion of both the 18th and 19th 
centuries And for some puzzling 
reason he refused to define or 
describe the words "people" and 
"cit izen", as they are used in the 
Constitution 

Bat if hFs voice seemed vague 
and inaudible at times, his words " 
did not They were chillingly 
clear Few documents in ' t h e 
history of man can match those 
words for sheer callousness. Not 
only was Dred* Scott- denied 
c i t izenship , in the state of 
Missourt, he was denieid it also in 
the United States. 

His family and alll Blacks were 

del iberately 'exdlji^ejil'ffOW^tJje:, 
benefil^and.pnv1^g^:.©§ter^fec}-" 
and guaranteed by oti'r Cpfi-
stitutiont'ilj* the interpretation, of 
the Taney' Court by; l a f ? t o : 2 
margin no si ayewas then, nqr had 
he ever be,eii intended,;within the 
clauses of- ihe Constitution^ to 
become an American citizen. On 
the contrary, the Court -decreed 
that the; right to own: slaves for 
use' and for profit was, ''expressly 
affirmed in the, Constitution." 
Theh, going far beyond the? plea, 
before them, they declared;7trie 
Missouri Compromise "to. -be^'nul I 
and void. Slavery could not be 
excluded .from any .state o r \ 
territory . N o state .could restrict* 
the white rrian's^ right to- "own 
that species of property.'' 

The Court repeatedly. refused 
to define vitaj terms Saying "The 
generaLwords (of the Declaration 
of Indepehdehce'r wqiiiIdlseem ,tQ 
embrace the whoje, human family 
. . .'but it'is.tooicl.ear for dispute 
that the enslaved^ African race 
were not intended to be in-̂  
eluded." Again, "The Constitution 
does not define what description 
of persons are intended to be 
included - under ithese terms, or 
whp shall be regafd.ed as a citizen 
and: one of the people (and) no 
further definition, is necessary. 

"If persons of the African race-
were citizens of a state and of the 
United States they would be 
entitled to ail of the privileges, 
and immunities in every state, 
and the state could riot restrict 
them; for they would then hold 
these privileges and immunities, 
under the paramount authority Of 
the federal government, and .the 
courts would be bound to 
maintain and" enforceithem . . . 
but (the clauses of .the . Con­
stitution) pledge themselves to 
maintain dnd uphold the right of 
the master." 

The Blacks would be 
"dangerous to the peace and 
safety of a large portion of the 
Union." ' - ' - ' . . ' 

The courts' must "guard and 
protect the owner in his rights 

The Black is "altogether unfit 
to associate with the wh'ite race, 
so far inferior that he has no 
rights which the white man is 
bound to respect, the Negro 
imght justly and lawfully be 
reduced to slavery for his benefit 

(he is) an ordinary piece of 
merchandise and traffic * He 
can be bought and sold whenever 
a profit can be made'from i t " 

And thus America solved her 
problem 

The Black man was simply 
defined out of the .Constitution 
And the dehumanization of an 
entire class of people became the 

- law, of the land Slavery on 
demand No " Black could ever 
become a citizen. He ha"d no 
rights And even if emancipated, 
he was not and could not become 
a free man Not created equal, he 
was forever excluded from those 
whom this nation declared to be 
endowed by their Creator wi th 
certain unalienable rights ' 

And all because of prevailing 
social opinfon 

- (Documentation available ..on' 
request.) 


