\ than frve centurres béfore the brrth of Chrrst aman known to us as Second 1saiah looked out over the city of
vlon. He saw there his Hebrew brothers and sisters held in exile. They had been taken far from their land. Gone was
utrful Temple No king sat on the Hebrew throne The eternal covenant’ ‘between God and His chosen people ap-

be at an"end. But' filled with the Spirit of God Isaiah proclarmed that “the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
all-mankind shall see it together;.for the mquth of the Lord has spoken' " The glory of the Lord — Something at once
diant’ and terrnble, too deeply mystenous to be comprehended — would: agam be made known‘

-of grace and truth we have beheld Hi

- ='rad-rant vision of your glory

AR -} 'Buthow will this vision come again? Throuﬁh us
Co “§ " glory.” it will be man lgving and ministering to ﬁ" €

'} beyond cost, this simple life and- frrm hop,v

3 - - .4 proclaimto the world that God is wrt u )

My wish, then, and my

N . . ,
having seen it, we might}
Vv . Bht

in" “personal encounter with Jesiis™ and’ ““sensit
.. concern for the needs of the world’s poor, suffermg, and-
rmpnsoned .

- “Christmas,” he told the crowd gathered in St Peter’s
" Square for his customary Sunday” noon horily and’
,blessmg, “is an event that IS new and important every

Rl

But this year, he sald it takes on added srgmflcanoe
because the Church’s 1975 Holy Year will be formally
, maugurated on Chnstmas Eve.

" T “Let us try to open our minds and hearts to the true spirit
of ‘Christmas,” he urged, “a spirit that must not lack two "
fundamental forms of expression, the one mtenor the -

- other, exterior.” - - - .

" “The first form of, expressron, ’ the. Pope explained,
characterized by an interiority of prayer made ;oyful by

"ersonal encountér ‘with Jesus, the ‘Messiah of everydne

for eyeryone, who presents H;mself to us in’ hrstory

.\htrough his sacraments :
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: "The second form of expression is one you know very
well” the pontiff continued. It is the extetior éxpression
ofa beneﬁcent love that makes us sensitive to the needs of
othe,rs — the meanest, the poor, the suffering, the aban-
dorniec prisoners, and even of the indifferent and of evil
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: ”Has not jesus ‘made us all brothers, Jesus, the . God
. made—man who dwells among us?" ~
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Pope Paul msrsted that there could be no “authentic
”Chnstmas” unless it were marked by the love that Jesus
f ersomfred and "whrch He wills to radrate in the world”

- basilica for pilgrims - who will
come to Rome daring the next
year, the telecast will include the

: at the mam

3 IR R At has now been nearly two thousand years smce Jesus walked the earth
| i sort of exile. The world faces terrible food shortages People die of hys g
R i | especially on the poor and elderly. Strife and scandal rock even the gre

1 effect oh socrety Now as never before, we.so need to see agal )

, #aulemphasrzed that thrs splrrt should’fmd ltS expre snon”:

" obéerved

the P%)pe “of the Holy Boor of the

i ! esus who walked the hrlls of Judea mmlstermg to the p,gor healmg the srck and raising the,.;._

1 Chn“,trans saw: the- ‘promise of Isaiah come to pass.- 1t is John’s Gospel that states: “The Word became fle
‘ glory, glory as of the only Son from the Fathe
dreface says, “In the wonder of the i rncarna on your eternal Word has brought to’

+ joseph L. Hogan
' Bishop of Rochester

By, Father Robert F. McNamara

'Pope Paul Vi ‘declared 1974 a
prelrmrnary Holy ]\i(ear to be
a
throughout the world, in_
preparation for the official Holy
Year of 1975, which is held,
according to custom, only in
Rome. This Christmas Eve the
Pope inaugurated Holy Year 1975
in St. Peter’s Basilica. .The Roman.
ceremonies, by opening the -
official Year' of - Jubilee,
automatically terminate the
Advance Holy Year of the
Rochester Diocese.

The Holy Father intended the

Advance Holy Year to be a
preparatron for the 1975 Jubilee.

was & new and - wonderful
th;_ yght. it emphasized, in the
spmt of sthe Second Vatican
Council, the importance of the
mdlvrd!ual diocese in the total
structure of the Church. It also
created the image of the faithful
as a “pilgrim people,” moving
‘froin’ their parishes to their
‘cathedral as a sign of unity with
their bishop. Pilgrimages from
each diocsse to Roma durin the
actual Holy Year, would testi

turn, to'the.unity of therr droceses ‘

with the' Holy See,

Two weeks ago, the Holy
Father, speaking to a general
audrence implied: that the
response- ‘of -Catholics to. the.
diocesan Holy Year had not been
| he hoped it would be

diocesan jubilee pilgririages the
encouragement they deserved. In
the B ‘of Rochester we-have

d onderful. respoiise. -
' s of people have. taken
images .great and

Sac ed He Cathedral

dioceses

T is regrettable rf some
dioceses did not give to the

senously its thémes of penance
" and reconciliation. Early in 1975

_or one o the regron ) pllgrrmage
church_s They h
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p Joseph L. Hogan andMsgr. chhard K Burns look over
the Ifioly Door at St. Pefer’s Basilican during their visit to
Rome last September. On Christmas Eve, Pope Paul VI
knocked with a ceremonial hammer and the door was opened,
signaling the start of the Holy Year. Papal delegates also will
open Holy Doors at the other ma;or basilicasiin Rome, St. John T
Lateran, St. Paul and St. Mary Ma;or. All four doors haye been ’ N




