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Problems of Handicapped Albany Topic 
By KATHLEEN POWERS 
Capitol Correspondent 
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The f i f t h and last, state 
legislative hearing, on the needs 

-of the physically and jnen ta l l y 
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polrcres for 
testifying 

Among the 
made to Sen 
chairman' of 

handicapped 
was> Keld rn 

k Albany last 
H weelc. ' w i t h 
H handicapped 
K persons, 
• physicians, 
H p a r e n t s , a 
W nurse, board 
B | members of 
• private 
H agencies and 
W o the rs i n -
w terested in 

developing 
n e w s t a t e 

the handicapped 

recommendations 
James Donovan, 

the Select Com-
mittee on Mental and—Physical 
Handicaps, who "presided at the 
hearfng, were , 

*el immation wherever possible 
of - segregated or specia l 
education programs and facilities 

*V for t h e h a n d i c a p p e d , and 
v ^ "mainstrearrung" children ,-with 

^ s p e c i a l needs into their sneigh-
jborhood pub l ic and, p r i va te 

^schools, 

*devetopment of out-patient 
rather than residential programs 
for adolescents with emotional 
problems so that they can 
maintain close ties' with their 
families and communities, 

*better util ization o f group 
- homes fo r ado lescen ts , who 

cannot live with their 'families 
and who do not belong in 
residential institutions, 

- *encouragement of bet ter 
transportation systems for the 
hand i capped w h o are i n ­
creasingly involving themselves 
in programs offered outside the 
home, •> 

*greater cooperation between 
state and local agencies serving 
the handicapped .so that a unified 
system might be developed based 
on individual needs and not on 
local budgets, 

*preschool services and more 
services-for-persons past age 21,. 

*more parental control of 
programs, and 

i ' 
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Dr. Ronald Filippi, a psychiatrist 
dealing wi th children, was one of 
several persons to testify to the 
State Committee on Physical and 
Menta l Handicaps last week I on , 
n e e d e d leg is la t ion for t h e 
handicapped m New York State. 

*enforcement of f architectural 
barrier laws and extension of 
these laws to cover—prjvate 
construction 

Dr, Nicholas - G Alexiou o f 
A lbany^ & member o f tfre 
American Academyp f Pediatrics 
committee for the handicapped 
child, to ld the hearing that his 
c o m m i t t e e urges tha t han-

children, like all other children, 
should come from Education 
Department a n d ! local school 
district fund? Wrcen that money 
comes from other sources^ such 
as the- Department of Mental 
Hygiene, she sajdi public-attitude 
is p re jud iced / a g a i n s t ' han­
dicapped children 

, l 

An Albany psychiatrist who 
dicapped children be treated as' t special izes' in i h i l d psychiatry, 
normally as possible In par­
ticular, he stressed that han­
dicapped children should be 
inc luded î j regular school 
programs 

"My committee believes that 
comprehens ive programs for 
ch i ldren 's educa t i ona l needs 
should" be provided through the 
local school districts^ W e believe 
it is important to bring han­
dicapped children back into the 
mam stream of school l i fe rather 
than segregating them," he said 

Rather than develop more 
segregated ' programs through 

, BOCES,- said Dr - Alexiou, his 
committee would like ' t o -see-
BOCES programs curtailed "in 
favor of local schooj district 
alternatives " 

"Fully funded programs for -
special education should be 
made available on an integrated 
basis in the l&cal .schools, through 
local schoolNadministrators," he 
told the.commit tee" 

The parent o f a deaf child, Fred 
Mulfelder of the State Parents o f 
Hearing Impaired Children, said 
that t he grouping of children in 
BOCES - programs is unrealistic 
since there are often only one or 
two children o f the same age who 
have a ..related handicap His' 
daughter attended BOCES in­
struction until the sixth grade, but 
then sw i tched „ t o regular 
classroom instruction The family 
has" had to pay for- a . speech 
teacher for ' her because speech 
instruction at" school is not 
adequate, but even so they prefer 

normal school frig t o specia l 4 

schools for the handicapped. 

Mulfelder said hewou ld like to 
see an expansion of i t inerant 
teachers for the handicapped 
serving-several school districts 

>"My child is entit led to the best 
education that can be had / ' h e -
said " W e can't be satisfied with 
limited -support programs She 
needs a trained teacher .of the 
deaf f ive times a week." It may be 
more-profitable to spend money 
now and make these children 
self-sufficient than to pay later 
when they become wards of the 
state, he -said 

New York State should "carry all 
the costs for the schooling of the 
handicapped beyond the average 

, cost per pupil , said Barbara 
Domford, a representative of the-
M o n r o e Coun ty Learn ing 
Disab i l i t ies Associat ion <Her 
group be l ieves l o c a K s c h o o l 
distr icts shou ld „have - t i r e 
responsib i l i ty of s e d u c a t m g i 
handipapped .children and tha t 
instruction should b e j n a regular, 
classroom setting when possible.' * 

• -El izabeth Perper , , .' o f -
Schenectady and a member of 
tf ie Spina Bifida^-Association of f 

America, to ld the committee she^ 
is sicteof having her son^who has 
sp ine d a m a g e , appea l on 
telethons for money for his 
education when - the state -con­
s t i t u t i on guaran tees a f r ee 
education to all New Yorkers She 
c r i t i c i zed *• s tate fund ing . 
p rocedures r c l a im ing the 
educa t i on o f hand i capped 

Dr Ronald FiI ippi,^"pleaded for 
be t te r s ta te f services^ for 
e m o t i o n a I l ly " d i s t u r b e d 
adolescents He said that in 
Albany County ' alone there are 
between '13 land 18 ' severely 
hand icapped /youngs te rs who 
have been refused admission to 
c o m m u n i t y f ac i l i t i es - because 
none are equipped- t o handle 
their problems" 

For example, he explained, if a 
youth t r ies*to commit suicide 
while a resident of a facility, he or ~ 
she'is likely to be thrown out -If 
the youth attempts suicide whi le 
applying t o l a facility, his or her 
application*will likely be turned 
down Some youths spend 
months vwaiting while their ap­
plication^ is referred from one 
facility to' another, only^to find 
that "none J of them can, handle 
that particular problem 

Dr Filippi said adolescents 
rejected by community mental 
health facilities take the rejection 
personally "They are shaped into" 
chronic misfits Their inability to 
get help with their mental 
problems]-causes the basics.of 
the i r personal i ty t o become 
ch ron i ca l l y a r res ted . They 
become dependent on society — ^ 
either through prison or through 
welfare 

- Both lDr Filippi~and Reynold 
Levy, director of- community 
relations for the Jewish Board .of • 
Guardians of New York City, 
emphasized that'day treatment of 
disturbed "adolescents has not 
been used extensively enough in 
New .Vfork -State 

~ "Strip funding beds and start 
funding services/' said Levy. He 
and Dr Filippi also talked about 
substitute homes for adolescents 
and - /about better, training and 
financial incentives for substitute 
parents, usually social workers 

Architectural barriers to 
handicapped persons was the 
subjjbctof Larry Railey, SUNYA,a 
projfect director of the committee 
on the' handicapped, and of Larry . 
Johnson, president of Wheels to 
Independence, an upstate group 
of more ^han 100 physically 
h a n d i c a p p e d " persons - Both 
Railey arid Johnson crit icizedJhe , 
state law' relating to standards 
that state buildings must conform , 
to/for the use o f the handicapped 
Even w i t h " the v law, m a n y 
buildings are ~ inaccessible to~~ 

nd, deaf, quadraplegic" and 
leejchaired persons 

Railey said that his committee 
VaSv rev iewed Un i t ed States, 
Canadian and CUNY standards 
sr the handicapped, and wi l l be 
ib l i sh ing a new book o f 

Standards for SUNY' this- spring • 
He would l ike to these new 
(standards supersede' alt building 

CORRECTION 

"To set the record straight 

Father Wi l l iam , M Hart is 
pastor of Holy Trinity, Webster, 
Father Raymond G " H e i s e l , 
former pastor, now is pas tar^ f St 
Margare fMary , Irondequoit 

Hornell Area News Notes 
PARISH COUNCIL 

YVaylahd "— There was a 
specia l counc i l i n f o rma t i on 
meeting held recently ,atr S t 
Joseph's School cafeteria, w i th 
Father Douglas Hoffman,.director 
of Pastoral -Ministry as speaker 
Father Hoffman gave an ex-^ 
planation and over-view oi t h e ' 
concep t o f " p a r i s h -counc i ls 
together with their purposes, 
objectives and goals 

STUDENTS HONORED ' 

H o r n e l l - Father Roberf 
MacNamara, pastor of St Ann's 
extends congra tu la t ions -oifi 
behalf o f the parish tp the-
followtng fo r achieving high 
honors on. the recent Hornet! 

, High School and Arkport honor 
j-offs Casey Crosby, Rosemary,' 
C o l o m a i o , M i k e Reardon* 
Paulette PcHasik, Ted Hi l lman, 
Lisa Lackey^hAaty Mazzel la„Paul 

Holbrook, Brian Davis, -Kevin 
I Diehl, John Colomaio, Eugene 

Polasik, Elizabeth" Raca l to , 
Kathleen Kelleher, Patricia Davis, 
D iane Lackey, M a r y Fran 

* Argentien, Judith Davis, Corinne 
HMunn , Diane Davis, Kathleen 

Koehler, - Kathy Saylor, Damn 
, Kuker, 'Leonard ,Moret tL .Ellen 

Andrus, Mary Ann L>Dro7~|udy 
Moret t i , Judith Shick and Richard 
Giglio^ 

codes and be enforced by a state 
agency 

Johnson urged a state office for 
the handicapped that would 
provide infdonation and referral 
se rv ices^** suggested that tax 
advantages should be offered to 
those who provide barrier-free 
buildings, and that" loans, grants 
and other money should be given 
to existing public facilities to 
make them accessible to han­
dicapped persons He recom­
mended^ that the State Tran­
sportation Department under­
take a pilot program to "see how 
public transportation could be 

"made more accessible to ' - the 
handicapped 

A f t e r t he hear ing , Sen 
Donovan said that he was pleased 

with the information gathered at 
the other hearings on the needs 
of the handicapped 'this >fal I 

Other information (concerning 
the needs of the handicapped can 
be sent to Sen Donovan at the" 
Legislat ive O f f i c e Bu i ld ing , 
Albany, N Y 12224 

Christmas Specials at 

T h e B L U E S A I L 

: G i f t S h o p ' 

Mariner House, 95 W. Main St. 

Un/qiM htnd crttfd Chrlttm— Hunt by 
RocfiMterSMttor CfMzan*. 

Dally11:30to3:30, 
Weekends 12:30 to4:30" 

AMAH'S 
24581. Ridge Rd. ' ' " - s S S S " * 
OPEI DULY I SIM. 

8 AJH. to 9 P JH. 
- U n « a « o n G r o * n ~ C O t c h P i n e 

Christmas 
TREES/ 

S F T . t o 7 f T . 

$2>?8 $ 4* 
' V a j i i e s t o J O . 0 0 

We have" some Extra Large Scotch 
Pine at slightly higher prices 

A L S O O N D I S P L A Y 

.Z&XtiiCi 
**£?. 

:*":2-*?r~A 

Large Fancy 

WREATHS 

We can sell to you at a 
discount price-because we 
have our own tree plan­

tation. 

Just 2 Low Prices 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

• 9UALITY STANDARDS 
• DIQNITY IN SERVICE 

- • INTEGRITY IN BUSINESS 

H. MdELWEE 
F u n e r a l H o m e , I n c . ' 

Phone 
394-2220 ' 

> Leo'M Bean 
Francis H McElwee 

200 Buffalo St., Canandaigua, tfY.' 
90 E. Ma in St., Victor, N.Y. 

HARLQFF. 
hunetaLQJfome 

±. 

586-5948 . 

ST. JEROME'S 
PARISH 

E. R O C H E S T E R 

B U R K S - H A N I A: 
F U N E R A L H O M E 
1795 RMge Rd. E. 467-5745 
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P a u l W. H a r r r s 
F U N E R A L H O M E 1 N C T - , ~ ' 

5 7 0 K i n g s ' H i g h w a y S o u t h ( c o r n e r T i , tus) t -

SPACIOUS 
^PAtfKINC 

Pnvate casket selection roottK* 
544J041 ' - - ^ 

"AIR r ~ 
CONDITIONED _ 
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