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By M O L U E J U D G E 

T The D iocesan Priests Counc i l 
endorsed t h e Pastoral C o u n c i l * 
c o n s t i t u t i o n D e c 'Hw a f t e i i " 
a m e r i d i n g i t t o e l i m i n a t e s o m e 
u n d u l y p o w e r f u l posit ions and 
thus assure m o r e d e m o c r a t i c 
o p e r a t i o n . " " * 

t h e priests .also considered 
Various f i n a n c i a l matters a t the i r 
m o n t h l y m e e t i n g in Becket H a i l . 
A pnoppsed r e t i r e m e n t plan, was 

:*e«te \$e$- | i t l e n g t h , o r p v i s i o n r f o r 
" jsabpatieal: l eave i^were o u t l i n e d 

a n d a part ia l r e p o r t o n innerc i ty "' 

garish f inances, w a ^ a c c o r n p a n i e d 
y a w a r n i n g t n a l ^ t f r e schools 

^ p n c e r n e d l n e e i 3 & 4 " mpx§ m o n e y . . . 

~* %x\ acti;op*:pian ^ e h t e r j n g o n 

the Vypfid; f^Sd "&i|iljvyaS offered"•' 
" fo r < ins |ae ra tT^n "By t h e blocl<s. 
j O t h e f t o p i c s i n c l u d e d ' t h e 

pastoral! i p i s t a h f ^ g g r a i j j apd '? 
c o n t i n u i n g 'educat ion- of tpr iests . ' 

t h e a m e n d m e n t t o t h e Pastpral 
' , £ o u n e i | c 6 n s t r t u f i b h y ^ p r 0 j » i ^ 

b y f a t h e r John K l u l l i g a n { changes 
fhe m e t h o d o f set t ing u p standing 
c o m m i t t e e s O r i g i n a l l y , t h e 
c o n s t i t u t i o n r e q u i r e d t h e „ 
execu t ive c o m m i t t e e t o choose a * 
counc i l m e m b e r as coord inator 
fo r each s tand ing c o m m i t t e e T h e 
coord ina tor w o u l d choose t h e ~ 
c o m m i t t e e members^ a n d ' a c t as 
l iaison b e t w e e n t h e " c o m m i t t e e 
and t h e counc i l 

j 

Father M u l l i g a n p o i n t e d o u t 
t h a t t h e coord ina to r w o u l d ^ h o l d 
an e x t r e m e l y p o w e r f u l pos i t ion , 
b u t " i f t h e w h o l e s tanding 
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s h i p w e r e 
n o m i n a t e d b y t h e execut ive 
c o m m i t t e e a n d t h e n ra t i f ied b y 

- t h e - e n t i r e c o u n c i l , t h e power fu l 
posi t ion o f th is o n e person w o u l d 
b e e l i m i n a t e d " His a m e n d m e n t 
t o a c c o m p l i s h t h e change was 
a c c e p t e d , a n d t h e d o c u m e n t was 
a p p r o v e d u n a n i m o u s l y as a too l 
tha t „wou ld e n a b l e t h e d iocese t o 

K o rgan ize t h e Pastoral Counci l 

T h e counc i l a lso a p p r o v e d 
u n a n i m o u s l y a revised Pastoral 
Assistants Proposal t h a t calls for 

- t h e f o r m a t i o n ..of a Pastoral 

Assistants Committee to work 
w i t h t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f Pastoral 

Planning: 

• -*" T h e - «fe|jSbsal, p r e s e n t e d b y 
Father Sebastian Falcone, , gives 
t h e n e w c o m m i t t e e the^ au thor i ty 
t o send a c a n d i d a t e f o r a pastoral 
assistant p o s t t o a part icular 
par ish fo r an in te rv iew. Father 
Fa lcone Said t h e ' c o m m i t t e e 
w o u l d screen cand ida tes a n d 
suggest w h i c h parishes w o u l d 
best Suit the i r .qua l i f icat ions. 

A n u p d a t e d r e p o r t o n t h e 
p r i e s t ' s r e t i r e m e n t p l a n w a s 
presented by Father - C h a r l e s 
Bennet t ar id G e o r g e E. Perrin 

j fnar jagerot Benef i ts P lann ing a n d 
. D e v e l o p m e n t f o r Eastrriari Kodak . 

tile, plart proposes, that the 
n o r m a l ' b e n e f i t fo r a pr iest ret i red 
at age 70 will be $7.50 for each 

; year of cje îfeddiocelsgih service. 
' This a n w u n i f ' w i l l b e p a y a b l e at 

t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e first m o n t h 
fojjbvVfng retir,ernent a n d w i l l 

; a l l 0 t ? 4 ; ' ^ m a w n u i m o f $ 3 0 0 in 
pension benef i ts . 

T h e m a x i m u m b e n e f i t w i l l be 
b u i l t u p over "40 years o f service 
instead o f 4 5 , t o a l l o w a priest 
o r d a i n e d later in l i fe t o rece ive 
this a m o u n t T h e , p l a n provides a 
vest ing b e n e f i t n o p e r m i t t h e 
priest t o c o l l e c t e v e n t h o u g h he is 
assigned t o a n o t h e r -d iocese A 
m a n w h o has l e f t t h e pr iesthood 
afterJ>0 years w i l l a lso b e e n t i t l e d 
t o a pens ion 

T h e r e are 50_ ret i red priests in 
t h e , d iocese a n d t h a t n u m b e r is 
expec ted t o d o u b l e w i t h i n t h e 
next 1 0 t o 2 0 years 

Father Bennet t stressed tha t 
t h e sole purpose of t h e f u n d w i l l 
b e t o p rov ide re t i rement and 
disabi l i ty benef i ts for t h e plan's 
par t ic ipants I t w i l l n o t a f fec t t h e 
priest's social secur i ty benef i ts , 
b u t if he receives a pension f r o m 
a n y o ther o r g a n i z a t i o n , such as 
m i l i t a r y , g o v e r n m e n t o r 
e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n , t h e 
c o m b i n e d p e n s i o n s c a n n o t 
exceed $ 3 0 0 per . m o n t h A 
d o c u m e n t exp la in ing th is p l a n 

Priests Oppose 
Health Council Plan 

T h e D iocesan Priest's Counc i l 
v o t e d t o send t w o representat ives 
t o t h e proposed task fo rce group 
o f St Mary 's Hospi ta l w h i c h 
intends t o protest t h e r e c o m -

v m e n d a t i o n o f t h e G e n e s e e 
Region H e a l t h P lanning C o u n c i l 
t o close t h e obstet r ica l faci l i t ies 
o f hospitals h a n d l i n g f e w e r t h a n 
1 5 0 0 l i ve births per year . 

T h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f t h e 
p lann ing counc i l c o u l d a f fec t St 
Mary 's H o s p i t a l , t h e o n l y Ca tho l ic 
h o s p i t a l i n M o n r o e C o u n t y 
A p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 2 0 0 babies w e r e 
de l i ve red t h e r e in 1974 A c ­
c o r d i n g t o S i s t e r D e C h a n t a l 
LaRow, hospi ta l admin is t ra tor , 
t h e Counci l w i l l spec i fy w h i c h 
faci l i t ies m u s t b e c losed b y A p r i l 
1975 

" T h e c losing*of t h e obstetr ica l 
un i t c o u l d very w e l l a f fec t t h e 
other units o f t h e hospi ta l Since4 

• obstetrical patients are referred 
t o o ther fac i l i t ies i f n e e d b e , " 
Sister sa id " I t is an m n c e r c i t y 
hospi ta l w h i c h serves t h e poor , 
and i t also offers a n a l te rna t ive t o 
those pat ients w h o w o u l d prefer a 
hospita l t h a t does no t p e r f o r m 
a b o r t i o n s " 

A 1971 s tudy b y t h e A m e r i c a n 
C o l l e g e o f Obste t r ic ians a n d 
Gynecologis ts suggested t h a t t h e 
1 5 0 0 f i g u r e w o u l d b e t h e 
m i n i m u m n u m b e r o f births for 
e f f i c ien t o p e r a t i o n o f - a n y o b ­
stetr ical u n i t in a n area o f 
Rochester 's s ize A c c o r d i n g t o 
Paul Lewis , t h e p u b l i c re la t ions 
d i rec tor o f S t M a r y ' s t h e study 
a v o i d e d e c o n o m i c consjderat ions 

•and f a i l e d t o give, hard cost i n ­
f o r m a t i o n 

Sister D e C h a n t a l , w h o spoke a t 
t h e Priests' m e e t i n g D e c 1 0 , 
a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t t h e d e c l i n e in 

births was a d i rec t e f fec t o f t h e 
abor t ion l a w passed b y N e w York 
State in July 1 9 7 1 

"Since St M a r y ' s is a Ca tho l ic 
hospita l it w i l l n o t pe rmi t a 
w o m a n t o h a v e ster i l i zat ion 
surgery p e r f o r m e d i m m e d i a t e l y 
a f t e r c h i l d b i r t h So 1 t h e s e 
p o t e n t i a l p a t i e n t s w o u l d b e 
heferred t o another hospital t h a t 
offers this t y p e o f p rocedure , " she 
said 

" I t rea l ly bothers m e t h a t 
Ca tho l ic hospitals w i t h e v e n a 
large n u m b e r o f b i r ths , such as 
1200, w i l l b e soon c losed as a 

v result o f the i r e th ica l pr inciples , 
T h e f a c t t h a t a b o r t i o n s , , 
s ter i l izat ions, a n d euthanas ia a r e 
no t p e r f o r m e d in t h e m seems t o 
h a v e a n e f fec t o n t h e n u m b e r o f 
pat ients t h e y s e r v e , " she a d d e d 

T h e h o s p i t a l i n t e n d s t o 

organize a task force tomorrow to 
carry its message t o t h e p u b l i c 

T h e c o u n c i l a s k e d Father James 
M a r v i n , p r e s i d e n t , t o s e l e c t 
priests t o serve o n t h e task f o r c e , 
a n d h e n a m e d t w o pastors, Fa ther 
E l m e r ^ M c D o n a l d o f S t 
Christopher's a n d Father John 

NorriS o f Blessed S a c r a m e n t 
N e i t h e r is a ' c o u n c i l m e m b e r 

T h e PC af f i r rhed thaj: t h e 
N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c H o s p i t a l s 
Associat ion - a n d t h e N a t i o n a l 
Ca tho l ic Chapla ins Associat ion 
shou ld b e i n f o r m e d o f t h e 
s i tuat ion t h r e a t e n i n g St M a r y ' s 

" A C a t h o l i c hosp i ta l is a l iv ing 
witness t o t h e d i g n i t y o f h u m a n 
l i fe W e m u s t a d h e r e t o cer ta in 
e th ica l a n d m o r a l pr inciples a n d ' 
serve t h e pat ient 's b o d i l y a n d 
spir i tual needs," Sister D e C h a n t a l 
d e c l a r e d 

will he "sent to the diocesan 
priests fo r rev iewing . T h e mat te r 
w i l l be b r o u g h t b a c k t o t h e 

Council at the beginning of the 
year . 

F a t h e r W i l l i a m S c h i f f e r l i , 
p a s t o r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a n d 
c h a i r m a n o f t h e Personal F inance 
C o m m i t t e e , d e l i v e r e d t h a t 
c o m m i t t e e ' s repor t o n a cost o f 
l iv ing in'dex e f f e c t o n priest's 
salaries a n d a c o n t i n u e d i n ­
c r e m e n t fo r ret i red priests. 

T h e counc i l endorsed t h e 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f t h e c o m ­
m i t t e e t h a t in a d d i t i o n t o t h e 
annua l increase o f $ 6 0 for ac t ive 
priests a t h r e e per c e n t year ly 
increase o n t h e priest's base 
salary b e i n c l u d e d in v i e w o f t h e 

cost of living. The committee felt 
t h a t this f igure w a s ' a m o d e s t o n e 
since, t h e i n d e x po in ts t o a n 11 .5 . 

per cent rise in the cost of living. 
T h e a d d e d percentage w i l l go 
in to e f f e c t a t t h e beg inn ing o f t h e 

. f iscal year o n July 1 , 1975. 

A r e c o m m e n d a t i o n for t h e 
c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e year ly i n ­
c r e m e n t unt i l t h e priest retires 
f r o m ac t ive min is t ry a t age 7 0 was 
tab led A t t h e present t i m e , t h e 
i n c r e m e n t is d iscon t inued w h e n 
t h e m a n reaches 3 5 years o f 
service in t h e pr iesthood. 

_T_he_ C o n t i n u i n g E d u c a t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e ' s repor t , a long w i t h 

Erogram costs, w i l l be sent t o al l 
l o c k r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , f o r 

discussion i 

T h e c o m m i t t e e invest igated 
t h e n u m b e r o f priests c o n t i n u i n g 
thei r e d u c a t i o n , the i r a t t i tudes 
and a list o f local ly ava i l ab le 
programs 

F a t h e r D a n i e l H o l l a n d , 
e d u c a t i o n c h a i r m a n , urged: t h a t a 
fu l l - t ime-person b e a p p o i n t e d t o 
of fer a g u i d a n c e service t o those 
seeking add i t iona l e d u c a t i o n . 

"This fu l l - t ime person w i l l g e t " 
m o r e m e n t o par t ic ipa te in this 
p r o g r a m a n d m o s t i m p o r t a n t , he 
wi l l be ab le t o of fer s o m e sort of a 

• g u i d a n c e serv ice t o We priests. 
H e w i l l p robab ly b e t h e coor ­
d ina tor o f a c o u p l e , " o f c o m ­
mi t tees c o n c e r n i n g this;" he sa id . 

Father John M u l l i g a n - p r e s e n t e d 
a resolut ion o f t h e Socia l A c t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e urging f o r m a t i o n o f a 
H u m a n D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i t t e e 

+ i n e a c h p a r i s h t o ; i n c r e a s e 
panshroners' awareness > o f t h e 
w o r l d f o o d s i tuat ion I t u rged t h a t 
t h e O f f i c e o f H u m a n D e v e l o p ­
m e n t m o b i l i z e itself as a W o r l d 
Food Crisis resource-center , t h e , 
blocks w i l l - r e v i e w t h e resolut ion 
before it is s u b m i t t e d for counc i l 
ac t ion 

T h e ^financial s i tuat ion o f t h e 
Counc i l o f Inner C i ty Parishes 
(C ICP) was descr ibed in part by 
J o h n R i t z e n t h a l e r , d i o c e s a n 
treasurer, a n d Father A n t h o n y J. 
V a l e n t e , a co-pastor o f S t 

^Michael 's 

A c c o r d i n g t o Father Va je r i te , 
t h e inner c i t y p a r o c h i a l schools , 
wall n o t be ab le t o o p e r a t e next 
year o n t h e s a m e a m o u n t o f 
m o n e y t h e y h a d this year , 

i "It is a serious responsibility of 
t h e P n e s f s C o u n c i l t o suppor t 

C I C P , " h e said 

Bishop D e n n i s W H i c k e y , w h o 
a t t e n d e d t h e meet ing , : p r e s e n t e d 
a d r a f t o f t h e average cost o f a 
p n e s f s " sabbat ica l t h e report 
recomr t l ended t h a t V.the prJest-

a p p l i c a n t b e g iven Jeave:a j jq p a i d 
salary" a n d regular benef i ts w h e n 
he,is o n sabbat ica l I t s t ressed t h e 
t h e . d i o c e s e w o u l j d ' n o t ' b e 
responsible for t h e "ent i re cost 
a n d * h a t t h e priest, w o u l d b e 
expec ted t o m a k e \ a p e r s o n a l ' 
c o n t r i b u t i o n toward^ his. sar> 
ba t ica l » , , 

B ishop H i c k e y t o l d t h e C o u n c i l 
a b o u t t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f 
C a t h o l i c Bishops^meef ihg, w h i c h 
h e a t t e n d e d last m o n t h , -

v v - \ 

T h e 2 5 0 bishops focused o n 
deba tes c o n c e r n i n g c u r r e n t issues* 

s u c h as G o v e r n o r N e l s o n N a t i o n a l Counc i l a lso stressed t h e ' 
Roc te fe l l e r ' scon f t r !T iaypnas .v ice n e e d f o r t h e p e r m a n e n t 
p res iden ts T h e y t o o k a s tand - d i a c o n a t e , •> especia l ly i n rural 

against capital 4)ui$hmgijt The areas. v 

Featuring A Year-End 

DINNER FOR TWO 
STEAK SPECIAL 

H YOUR CHOICE - NEW YORK STRIP 
OR FILET MIGN0N DINNER FOR 

INCLUDING A FULL BOTTLE OF CHAMP AGt 

O u r s p e c i a l t y f o r N e w Y e a r s E v e : . 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
WEDDING 

- SPECIAL 

Your wedding pictures can be taken onlyon^* 
ce, entrust a professional with the task of 

_preserving the moment QM'M-GKbLA' 

BRIDAL SHQPPE 
I or <i WitldiriH You'll Cheriib 

20(17 ().ik Or< h.ird Kd 
Albion N Y Mi2-WB1 

9 5 3 Edgemere D r . 

Weddings* Showers* Banquets 
, C o m p l e t e l y A i r C o n d i t i o n e d 

Your Host - Joe Searlata 663-6140 

AKE 
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3 t i e r s e r v e s u p to 1 0 0 , $ 2 9 

4 t i e r s e r v e s 1 7 5 t o 2 0 0 $ 4 5 

4 t i e r f o u n t a i n c a k e $ 8 0 
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