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The Gospel of Matthew reall on that

Sunday, places these words &n the lips of
- Jesus:’,“As it was'in Noah’s time, so will it be
' ,when the Son  6f Man comes.- For. in those
da $ before the Flood, people ‘were eating
‘ ing, taking wives, taking husbands,
rrght up to the"day Noah went into the ark.”

. (24:37-38). Jesus. was recalling to his isteners

In that wonderful story, filled with
theologrcal rather than” historical nieaning,
" “Noah ‘is shown to be in preparation for the
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and women passed by his workshop and saw
him_building 'an ark. Imagine the laughter
when he told them that a terrible flood was
Imagine the ease with
which thesg people forgot this eccentric man
as they hurried to do their shopping and
everyday dutles. i

But Noah worked on. He was perhaps

- often tempted to ask himself why he

bothered. But God had spoken He had told

‘Noah. that He would come and that Noah

must be .réady.. So Noah worked and
believed. And when the flood came, the faith
and hard work paid off. -

And so. it will be, says Jesus, when the Son
of Man comes again. Some will be ready and
some will not.” _— ,

-What is in the mind of the Church when
she places this Gospel reading before us
during the Advent season? | would suggest
that she is asking us to become ark-builders.

Our lives as Christians should proclaim a
message to all people. It should say that God
is with us, but that God will come again. We,
cannot continue' to go about doing our
everyday thing while God in our neighbor has

" needs. We cannot continue to act as if God is
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ridicule t6' which he was subjected as men

Instead, we must act as if we have heard the
Word of God which says that He will come
again, and that we are accountable for our
use of His creation. Thus, we must be willing
to build arkss — arks of love and recon-
ciliation, even if for doing it, we be mocked
and made fun of. We must work, knowing
that soon God will return and will say:
“Whatsoever you did to the least of my™
brothers, you did it unto me.” Our ark must
be built not to save ourselves but to save the
‘world.
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Perhaps some of the families in the
diocese might wish to take this idea and work
with it during this’Advent season. After some
discussion among the family members, each
one might undertake to do some act of ark-
building. Extra kindness and sacrifice might
be done in preparation for His coming. It will
also make us more aware that in the time in
which we live, we cannot do business as
usual. Perhaps a small ark might even be
fashioned as a decoration for the Christmas
tree, reminding everyone during the
season of their need for
preparation.

So we must build our ark. It is only after

that task is accomplished that we would dare -

to pray with St. Paul: “Maran atha!” “Come,
Lord Jesus!”

terrrble commg of God s wrath. Imagme the -

not, when we need.only look to see Him.

vatican news

Vatlcan Clty [RNS] — Pope St Thomas
“Padl,. in a épecial message significantly shaped Western
markmg the year of the- 700th thought died March 7, 1274.

- anniversary, of ‘the déathof St.

‘)\qumas ‘has  -un-
d the ”permanent
of “‘the Medleyal

in a 29-page document in Latin,
addressed to Father Vincent de
Couesiiongle, Master General of
the Domincan “Order, the Po
hammered on the theme of tlle

ored
—valldrty
Dommlcans thought and
i e for modern man. :

fortunately cannot but aggravate
the = tension,
situation of that territory where
— it must be said — despite
praiseworthy efforts, just peace is

.- ‘Vatican Clty [RNS] ~— The
. Vatican, ‘voicing rts “orofound
regret - and sorrow” over ‘the
“sentencing by an Israeli ‘court of
 the head of the Melkite Catholic
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* Ch Jin Jerusalem ‘said the still far .from’ bemg established
- . ‘court “action’ could only and where the population lives in
B o “aggravat'é”r tensrons in the Holy

uncertarnty
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115 po oh was made plarn in

adcasts ~ymade” by Vatican  “The Holy See will not fail to
" continue to_ follow the case of
Archbishop.  Capucci with all
attention and interest expressmg
the hope that it would be possible
to find a solutron to favor, rather

"‘-born Archbishop Ilarron
: spnnﬁfal léader of some
Catholrcs, most, of

: : , of .peoples in the Holy Land.”
ed of smugglrng arfis and

Palestmran

Vzcar Urges ,
‘Rome [RNS] — Pope Paul’s

vicat for the Diocese of Rome
said: here that pilgrims coming to

—shotild-visitthe ¢ity’s suburbs and
slums. if they want to find “the
real face “of today’s Chnstran
" Rome.”

“What pilgrims are looking for
is the city of faith,” said Cardinal

the Daily American. “They can
find it most of all outside the old
Wi in the parishes of the
outlying - districts and "on ‘the

( of the c:tywh

- 4 . already ‘madeé ‘arrange

: g “be *-shown around

ous parishes ¢t

ed. social. make-up, rangmg
i dlebourgéorsre to

whose wrltmgs'
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a climate of " anxrety, distress, and

Vatrcan Radlo then asserted .

than’ Jmpede the reconcnhatron'

Rome “for the 1975 Holy Year .

Ugo, Poletti in an interview with -

valrdlty and rele\(ance of
Aquinas’ thought urging con-
temporary thinkers to cut through
its  historically- condltroned
setting and get to its “substance.”

“It is the duty of cultivators of
the works of Saint Thomas to
explain the doctrine, not in a
forralistic manner, but in an
updated form, open to the
orientations of the Second
Vatican Council,”
said.

At the same time, he went on,

students and proponerits of
Thomism should “imitate the
great Master in his efforts to
understand contemporary
thought and see themselves, like
him, capable of gatherlng truth
from any valid source.’

Pope Paul observed that not
everyone shared a conviction. of
the enduring value of the thought
of the “Common Doctor of the
Church,” suggesting that this

. derlved from “a superfrcral and

fmprecise .approaci " to Aquinas’
work, “and in some cases, from a
complete absence, of direct
readmg and- study of his work.

Recognizing the current
validity of the teachings of St.
Thomas, the Pope insisted, did
not rmply a conservatism closed
to "all sense ‘of historical

development and :fearful of

modern progress.”

It implied, rather “a choice
based on objective reasons in-
trinsic. to the philosophical
teachrng and theology of St.
Thomas,” and a realization that
his intellectual labors marked “a

decisive -turning-point _in the_
“history of Christian
thought 7

Descnbmg the soao—cultural
and religious context of Aguinas’
life and labors, the Pope said that
“the . initial use of the .ex-
penmental method and the first
developments . of = physical
séiences raised the problem of
how to conceive the relationship
.between reason and faith and
between. the whole range
earthly réalities and the field of
religious, truth, especrally the
Chrrstian message.”

tthe - pontiff -
£

es Thomism ‘s Validi

This problem, the pontiff
explained, posed a two-fold
danger: “From one side, a

. naturalism which ,emptied the
world . . . of every reference to
God, and from the other side, a
rellgious attitude that blocked

, the legrtrmate claims of reason.”

o

St. Thomas met this problem
head-on, said the Pope,
reconcrlxng the seculanty of the

world and the radicality of he
Gospel on the basis of the happy
principle: ‘Grace presupposés
and perfects nature’.”

Fidelity tO the implications
this principle, . it ex-
plained enabled Aqumas to
develop a balanced doctrine, one
that took account of the

authoritative teaching of the
Catholic faith, side by side with
the demands of reason. -

Blessmgs

Pope Paul VI waves to people as he is driven to Rome’s St. Am-
brose Church to celebrate a Mass on the occasion of the 16th

centennial of St. Ambrose's consecration as Blshop of Milan.
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