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brought thé same
pleasure 1 remember from the
_ th der_ storms of my

the intensity of those frenzied
rains. My grandparents lived in
_the country. The: house and

woodshed and springhouse along
with the chicken coop and
outhouse backed up against a
‘mountain. ‘The one-room school
. house, the general store and five
Or $iX "hoises sfood on the other

side of a «streani and: 4 wooden’
bridge.

Our -~ isolation. 7was
complete. except for Gilbert, the '

,Indian who hvedjn a. shack hlgh

he vrsrted mfrequently

Our front porch only 10 ylards :

from the: stream, “long
-bench” and “a high back sWing

wh ch hung from the rafters

When the fain began and we
were called from the “crick” or its
banks wh’ere wé made 1ovely lf‘ i

e

, : struttmg,ock“ '
pheasant i ln vrew does much for
“the soul g

it there -was ||ttle to fear in

d-out: There was nerther i

the swing and |
_ng:explode over:

1
i

%

- No need “tor worry about the |
- electr

ty. or - the - phone bemg,

BN

!

ywa, .
|

But ina dayhgh' storm with my °
id-barefoot-aunt at'my side
and a patchwork quilt " as our
shleld we werg mvmcrble .
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, Father Joseph Rernhart
diocesan director of the Society
for the Propagation of the Faith,

has "announced a’ Chnstmas_:
appeal for:the - suffermg—poor of

the mission: world -

“Christmas is such a beautrful
réflection of what the missions
‘gre” all about,” stated Father
| Reinihart. “To'the poor and needy
of the ‘world, every missionary
brings “tldmgs of great joy’; God
ha's become: man and lives among
us!

”As at : the - fifst Christmas,”
Father contmued
comes among the ;

poor. Today’s Bethlehems are the
rat- mfested barrios of Llatin
America; the leprosy colonies of
the disease-ridden
, refugee camps of Asia; and the

1starvrng 'masses of Indra and

Afrrca 3

“But llke the falthful and wise
men of the first ,Christmas, we
hesitate. to look for Jesus there
Jying in.an ammal's manger. How

7"} _;many’ 'Christians,”, Father won-

}dered “look for| Him at all
beneath the supe Iuous trivia of

“over- secularlzed
rcelebratron?"

“However,” Father went on,
”Irke the poor and humble

“Jesus still
rest of the

shepherds if we only ’Come to
the Manger’ with a heart of love
and expectation, we will find Him
there. )

“We do not have. to be
reminded, of our own financial
burdens,” Father said. “We all
feel the crunch of inflation,
unemployment, and the rising
cost of living. Perhaps our
Christmas will be less extravagant
this year;, and maybe that's good,
if it helps us to realize more the
true meaning of the birth of
Christ and the blessings of- life
that we have.

"“But in these days of Advent
preparatlon Father emphasrzed
“may we not forget those who are

really so much worse off then we
can even imagine. In a true spirit
iving may each of us afford a
a sacrifice of love for Cod’s
poor in.the missions!”

Father Reinhart explained that
the Soc:ety for the Propagation of
the Faith is the Church’s official
organization responsible for the
support | lof the local Churches in
poor mission countries.

Father Reinhart requests that
you mail your Christmas offermg
for the mlssrons to:

Father joseph F. Reinhart
Diocesan Missions Office
123 East Ave.

Rochester, N.Y. 14604

Hunger Program
At. St. Augustine’s

An evening program on local
and world hunger will be held at
St. Augustine’s school hall,
tonight, Dec. 11.

A meal will be served at 7 p.m.,
followed by slides, a reflective
talk, and discussion on ways that

one can help understand, work
with, and ease the situation.

Handouts, fact sheets, and
practical suggestions will be
provrded ’

A short liturgical service will
end the evening.
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