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L/turgy Remains At the Heart of the Church 
By Religious News Service 

" C h r i s t i a n i t y is a l i t u rg i ca l 
r e l i g i o n , " F a t h e r G e o r g e s 
F l o r o v s k y , a p r o m i n e n t Eastern 
O r t h o d o x t h e o l o g i a n , w r o t e in 
h i s ^ b o o k , O n e C h u r c h . | " T h e 
C h u r c h is f i r s t o f a l l a wo r ­
s h i p p i n g c o m m u n i t y . W o r s h i p " 
c o m e s f i r s t , d o c t r i n e a n d 
d i s c i p l i n e s e c o n d . " . 

W h i l e n o t e v e r y o n e may !ag ree 
w i t h t h e f m p o r t a n c e Father 
F lo rovsky g ives t o the , p l ace o f 
l i t u r g y , i t is t r u e o f a g r o w i n g 
n u m b e r o f p a r i s h e s i t h a t 
l i t u r g i c a l r e n e w a l is o f g r e a t e r 

- i n t e r e s t — a n d s o m e t i m e s 
g rea te r c o n t r o v e r s y —| t h a n < 
ma t t e r s o f d o c t r i n e a n d ' a n d 
d i s c i p l i n e . 

L i t u rg i ca l e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n has 
a lways b e e n a pa r t o f c h u r c h l i f e . 
But it has become increasingly 
so in r e c e n t years , ar ising! o u t o f 
such d e v e l o p m e n t s as t h e " i m -

- p a o t o f V a t i c a n Hi, ; t h e 
C h a r i s m a t i c R e n e w a l , a n d t h e 
e c u m e n i c a l 
gene ra l . 

Tit in 

m o v e m e n t 

For R o m a n Ca tho l i c s ] pos t -
V a t i c a n II changes have led t o a 
g r o w i n g v a r i e t y o f w j o r s h i p 
f o r m s . A l t h o u g h these h a v e b e e n 
w a r m l y r e c e i v e d i n m a n y 
c h u r c h e s , t h e y h a v e a l s o -
p r o d u c e d a r e a c t i o n f r o m 
t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s w h o p re fe r t h e 
La t in Mass t h e y h a v e k n o w n a n d 
l o v e d f r o m c h i l d h o o d . 

i 
In t h e A n g l i c a n C o m m u n i o n , 

p r a y e r b o o k r e v i s i o n s ! h a v £ 
p r o d u c e d m a j o r con t rove rs ies in 
t h e C h u r c h o f Eng land and t h e 
Ep iscopa l C h u r c h in t h e UtS. Bu t • 
l i t u r g i c a l r e f o r m s are ! a l s o 
l e a d i n g t o C h r i s t i a n j u n i t y , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a m o n g t h e | ma joc 
L u t h e r a n d e n o m i n a t i o n s i n 
A m e r i c a . 

Fcumen i s t s ' h a v e c i t s d l i ­
t u r g i c a l r e n e w a l as a m a j o r f o r c e 
f o r Ch r i s t i an u n i t y in t h e past 
d e c a d e . In ^ 9 6 5 John M a n n i o n , 
t h e n "execu t i ve secre tary o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c L i t u r g i c a L 
C o n f e r e n c e in W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., 
w e n t so fa r as t o say t h a t 
P r o t e s t a n t s a n d C a t h o l i c s • 
w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r in t h e l i t u rg i ca l 
m o v e m e n t c o u l d p r o d u c e a 
" m o r e a u t h e n t i c C h r i s t i a n i t y 
t h a n t h e w o r l d has seen f o r , 
c e n t u r i e s . " ' -| 

A l o n g - t h e s e l ines, a m o d i f i e d , 
ve r s i on o f t h e Lord 's Prayjer was" 
p r o p o s e d m 1972 by t h e I n - , i 
t e r n a t i o n a l C o n s u l t a t i o n o n 
Engl ish Tex ts fJCET),"a g r o u p t h a t 
has r e p r e s e n t a t i o n From t h e 
R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a n d , a l l 
m a j o r P r o t e s t a n t bod ies 'except 
t h e B a p t i s t denomrna t ion j s . 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e , the' C o n ­
s u l t a t i o n m a d e s e v e r a l ' 
sugges t ions f o r changes in t h e 
Ch r i s t i an c a l e n d a r , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
use o f t h e t e r m " a f t e r P e n t e c o s t " 

ra ther t h a n " a f t e r 
c a l l i n g t h e Sundays 
"Sundays f n / o f Easter 
t h a n " a f t e r Easter 

i ty , ' ' and -
after Easter 

ra ther 

' In t h e U n i t e d States, t h e 
I n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l Commi t tee" 1 ' 
o n W o r s h i p , w h i c h has 
P ro tes tan t a n d R o m a n C a t h o l i c 
m e m b e r s , has d e v e l c p e d a n e w ' 
ve rs i on o f t h e N i c e n e Creed . In a 
m o v e t o m a k e E a s t e n O r t h o d o x 
use o f t h e c reed poss ib l e , t h e 
C o m m i t t e e * p l ace r , a c o n ­
t rovers ia l phrase in b racke ts , so 
t h a t o n e s e n t e n c e o f t h e c reed 
w o u l d r e a d -

" W e b e l i e v e in t h e H o l y Sp i r i t , 
t h e L o r d , t h e g iver d f l i f e , w h o 
p roceeds f r o m t h e Rather . (and 

- ' t h e S o n ) . " T h e phrase set o f f in 
brackets," t h e so -ca l led " f i l o q u e 
clause," has never been 

,j r e c o g n i z e d " b y O r t h o d o x 
t Chu rches . D i s a g r e e m e n t ove r its 
> p resence w a s a f a c t o r in t h e sp l i t 

b e t w e e n R o m a n C a t h o l i c i s m a n d 
t he M i d d l e Eastern O r t h o d o x y in 

Ages. _ . 

For P ro tes tan t de 
j t h e C o n s u l t a t i o n 
' U n i o n CCOCU) h a s p r 

O r d e r - o f W o r s h i p 
, P r o c l a m a t i o n o f t he 

C o d a n d t h e Ce lebra 
r Lord 's S j jpper . 

"[ e x p e r i m e n t a l 
i c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f 
' P ro tes tan t Chu rches 
f t h e d o c u m e n t i nc ludes 

t h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r , 
C r e e d , a n d t h e N i 

n o m i n a t i o n s , 
C h u r c h 

^paired " A n 
f o r t h e 

W o r d o f 
i on o f t h e 

I n t e n d e d f o r 
e, i n 

t h e n i n e 
in C O C U • 

texts or 
A p o s t l e s ' 

C reed . 

us 

cene 

A " new l e c t i o n a r y (series o f 
Sc r ip tu re readings) a n d a n e w 
b a p t i s m a l l i t u rgy w e r e a p p r o v e d 
^for use in I N o r t h { A m e r i c a n 
Lu the ran c h u r c h e s D M t h e In ter -
L u t h e r a n „ C o m m i s s i o n o n 

. W o r s h i p in 1972. A c c o r d i n g t o 
t h e Rev. S tan ley Schne ider , 

[ secre tary o f t h e l i t u r g i c a l Texts 
- C o m m i t t e e , t h e l e c t i o n a r y is 
' " o v e r w h e l m i n g l y " in a g r e e m e n t 
w i t h t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c system 

chlarigf 

so 

R o m a n C a t h o l i c s 
d e b a t i n g 1 l i t u r g i c a l c h 
t h e Second V a t i c a n 
A m o n g t h e His tor ic 
w e r e i n s t i t u t e d by 
we re t h e use o f Engl ish 
p l a c e m e n t o f a l tars 
c e l e b r a n t f a c e 
c o n g r e g a t i o n . 

A l t h o u g h t h o s e -c 
genera l l y rnejt w i t h 
s o m e C a t h o l i c t r a d , 
have re fused t o accep i 
s t i l l use t r a d i t i o n a l La 
even in the ' d e f i a n 
b ishops ] [ 

have been 
4nges s ince 

C o u n c i l . 
es that 

V a t i c a n II 
a n d t h e 
that the-

' t h e 

Pope Pauil has r e c o n m e n d e d a 
re tu rn t o t r a d i t i o n a l La t in a n d 
Gregor jan ' chan ts , , a m o v e t h a t 
was w e l c o m e d b y "conserva t ives . 
A ' b o o k l e t i ssued last Spr ing b y 
t h e p o n t i f f a n d <sent t o e v e r y . 
R o m a n R i te Catho l ic^ b j s h o p a n d 
m a j o r r e l i g i ous super io r in foe. 

hcjnges have 
^approva l , 

i t i o n a i i s t s 
t h e m a q d , 

:in Masses 
i ce o f t he i r 

w o r l d c o n t a i n s a- m i n i m a l 
repe r to i re o f /Cregdr ia r t chants 
f o r use" in t h e t u c h a r i s t i c l i t u rgy . 

I t TVas a c c o m p a n i e d b y a 
d o c u m e n t * o f t h e V a t i c a n 
C o n g r e g a t i o n f o r D i v i n e W o r ­
s h i p , s igned fey. Card ina l James 
Knox o f A u s t r a l i a , t h a t e m ­
phas i zed t h e / i m p o r t a n c e o f 
p r o m o t i n g " c o m m o n s ing ing b y 
t h e f a i t h f u l " t o express " t h e 
fes t i ve fee l i ngs o f t h e c o m ­
m u n i t y a n d ' t h e , f r a t e r n a l 
c h a r a c t e r j ' o\ t h e s a c r e d 

' ce leb ra t ion .^ ' V 
i 

V I I 

Since v t f i f1 [ate 1960s, the 
C h u r c h 'of ^ E n g l a n d has been 
a rgu ing ovevj . three t r i a l series o f 
rev is ions o f } i h e A n g l i c a n Prayer 
Book . EvarijfjelicaJs h a v e b e e n in 
t h e f o r e f r o r t f o f o p p o s i t i o n even 
t o t h e Ser fgs ' I v e r s i o n , w h i c h 
c o n t a i n s t h & f e w e s t changes , o n 
t h e g r o u n d s a h a t | t h e y represent a 
b reak w i t h t r a d i t i o n a n a i n s o m e 
cases a c h a r a e o f m e a n i n g o f t h e 
r i tua ls . \ - y 

In t h e Ep iscopa l C h u r c h in t h e 
U.S., rev is ion o f t h e ex is t ing 1928 
prayer b o o k has a lso b e e n a 
sub jec t o f ' ? d e b a t e . ^Pres id ing ; 
B ishop John M . vA l lm* r ecen t l y 
asked- t h e " H o u s e o f B ishops t o 
a p p r o v e a, c o m p r o m i s e under 
w h i c h t h d C h u r c h w o u l d " g i v e 
b i r t h t o a n e w ' b o o k w i t h o u t 1 

- b u r y i n g t h e o l d on.e." 

He expressed t h e h o p e t h a t 
" w e are s u f f i c i e n t l y ve rsa t i l e t o 
c o n t i n u e i n d e f i n i t e l y , p r o v i d i n g 
serv ices f r o m t h e p resen t Prayer 
Book fo r t hose w h o des i re t h e m , 
as w e l l as m o r e c o n t e m p o r a r y 
se rv i ces ' " " * ^ 

In t h e en thus iasm fo r l i t u rg i ca l 
r e n e w a l , s o m e c h u r c h leaders 
have f e l t c o m p e l l e d - t o w a r n 
against w h a t \Ep iscopa l B i shop 
T h o m a s A y Fraser Jr., o f N o r t h 
Ca ro l i na has t a i l e d " a n excuse 
f o r t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f e l e c t r o n i c 
g u i t a r s / b a l l o o n s , a n d d a n c i f i g in 
t he aisles " ' l 

* • ' • ' . f 

Conserva t i ves have s o m e t i m e s 
c o n t e n d e d ' t h a t t o o m u c h 

• c h a n g e t o o ! soon has been 
respons ib le f o r - a d e c l i n e ! in 
c h u r c h a t t e n d a n c e : Bu t Father 
A n d r e w G r e e l e y i t h e pr iest -
s o c i o l o g i s t ^ a t i t h e Un i ve r s i t y o f 
Chicago,- has | cau t i oned aga ins t 
us ing l i t u rg i ca l ' r e f o r m as a ' 
scapegoa t o n i w h i c h t o p i n 
d r o p p i n g a t t e n d a n c e f igures . 

H e w r o t e i n r e c e n t 
newspaper, ^ c o l u m n t h a t " o n e 
c o u l d t h i n k o f a ' n u m b e r o f o t he r 
causes o f - .erosion o f C h u r c h 
a t t e n d a n c e ^ — d issa t i s fac t ion 
w i t h q u a l i t y o f . se rmo jns , " 
skep t i c i sm a b o u t wheth 'er G o d 
w o u l d real ly 'Jsend o n e t o he l l Ifor 
m i ss i ng Sunday Mass , a n d a lack 
o f c o n f i d e n c e i n * c l e r i c a l a n d 
h i e r a r c h i c a l l e a d e r s h i p . W t h y 
t h e r e is so m u c h eagerness t o p i n 

t h e b l a m e o n ' t h e n e w l i t u rgy is a 
f asc i na t i ng . ques t i on . " > 

L i t u r g i c a l e d u c a t i o n f o r 
I ay p e o p l e has been suggested as 
a means o f a v o j d i n g such ' 
con t rove rsy ove r changes in 
w o r s h i p f o r m s . T h e Rev. W i l l i a m 
H W i l l i m o n , a U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t 
pas tor in N o r t h M y r t l e B e a c h , 
S.C., r e p o r t e d a f ter c o n d u c t i n g a 
p rog ram a n d s tudy o f l i t u r g i c a l 
change i n o n e c o n g r e g a t i o n t h a t 
" w o r s h i p i nnova t i on~and t r u e lay 
p a r t i c i p a t i o r f in w o r s h i p m u s t b e 
p receded b y s o l i d , c o n c e p t u a l l y 
adequa te e d u c a t i o n . " 

H e , c a u t i o n e d t h a t " t h e danger 
o f t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y c h u r c h , 
espec ia l l y its l a y p e o p l e , is n o t 
t ha t w e s h o u l d b e c o m e so 
t h e o l o g i c a l t h a t w e i n t e l l e c t u a l l y 
abs t rac t ourse lves f r o m the l i f e 
o f f a i t h ; b u t ra ther t h a t w e 
s h o u l d w a n d e r a b o u t a im less ly 
in t h e end less c i r c les o f o f o u r 
o w n l i m i t e d c o n t e m p o r a r y 
expressions o f f a i t h . " 

H o w t o m a k e l i t u r g i c a l 
r enewa l m e a n i n g f u l , a n d n o t 
s i m p l y c h a n g e f o r its o w n sake, is 
a p r o b l e m f a c e d by a l l re l ig ious 
g roups Rabb i Jules H a r l o w , a 
C o n s e r v a t i v e J e w i s h l e a d e r , 
h u m o r o u s l y p o i n t e d th is o u t at a 
1965 m e e t i n g o f t h e R a b b i n i c a l 
Assemb ly . 

In d iscuss ing a n e w rabbi 's 
m a n u a l , he n o t e d t h a t prayers 
fo r spec ia l occas ions are n o t 
" a n n o u n c e m e n t s . " For e x a m p l e , 
t he r a b b i sa id , " G o d does n o t 
need to' be i n f o r m e d t h a t th is is 
t he . . . ann ive rsa ry j o f t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s , o f a s i gn i f i can t 
m i l e s t o n e in t h e - l i f e o f o u r 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , o r t h a t Sam a n d 
Bessie have' been m a r r i e d f o r 15 
years . " 

Bu t Rabb i H a r l o w has ad ­
v o c a t e d t h e use o f t o p i c a l 
prayers a n d , readings fo r use 
d u r i n g t h e Jewish H i g h H o l y 
Days. Th is year , a new vers ion o f 
a prayer b o o k p r o d u c e d under 
h i s e d i t o r s h i p c o n t a i n e d 
read ings t h a t f ocus o n such 

, sub jec ts as A r a b te r ro r i s t -a t tacks 
and p u b l i c m o r a l i t y . ' 

As C h u r c h e s t a c k l e t h e 
p r o b l e m o f " " r e l e v a n c e " i n 
m a k i n g l i t u rg i ca l changes , t h e y 
are seek ing t o d e v e l o p n e w 
fo rms - t h a t represent a c o n ­
t i n u a t i o n o f t r a d i t i o n ^ i n s o m e 
ways and a d e p a r t u r e f r o m 
t r a d i t i o n i n o t h e r s . R o m a n 
C a t h o l i c e d i t o r Ph i l i p Scharper 
has s u m m e d u p t h e cha l l enge , 

" T h e J i tu rgy c a n n o t s i m p l y b e 
res to red , as W i l l i a m s b u r g , was 
res to red . T h e l i t u r g y m u s t be re­
inser ted i n t o j t h e cen te r o f 
Chr i s t i an l i f e in t h e t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y . I t is n o t a q u e s t i o n o f 
m a k i n g " t h a t l i fe re levan t t o 

l i t u r g y ; , t h e l i t u rgy m u s t b e 
re levan t t o t h a t l i f e . " 

New Dominican Prioress Elected 
Elmira_— Sister Mary Margaret 

Hammer! , . OP, was elected 
prioress last week of the 
Dominican Monastery of Mary 
the Queen She succeeds Mother 
Mary TeYence, fo rmer ly of 
Rochester, who held the office for 
two three-year terms 

The new prioress is a sister of 
Msgr Leo E. Hammer^, 
superintendent of schools for the 
Diocese of Buffalo. She ^entered 
the monastery from Sacred Heart 
High School in Buffalo and last 
May celebrated,her Silver Jubilee 
here. s 

COURIER DEADLINE 

The Courier-Journal deadline is 
noon Thursday for articles in­
tended for the 'following Wed-' 
nesday edit ion. - -

The house vote was taken Dec 
5.~ Auxiliary Bishdp John E 
McCafferty celebrated Mass and1 

-presided over the election1, in 
accordance w i t h the com­
munity's rule. Tellers were two 
local pastors, Fathers Francis R. 
Davis of Our Lady of Lourdes, and 
Stephen A Chomko of . St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Church 

'- The Domi n ican house, which' is 
""autonomous, has 15- members 

and expects soon to receive a 
new postulant/ Mother Mary 
Margaret reported 

In a telephone" interview, she 
spoke o f the life of the con­
templative nuns, who sine the 
liturgy'from time to time during 
the day and pray during the 
pursuit of their everyday tasks.*-
They are dependent on alms arid*;; 
the i r own .efforts for / food and 
shelter. 

<:t 
(̂  

During the past few years, they!;, 
have developed an o f f -se t ( * 
printing shop as a means of se l f - ^ 
support "well„suited tto our l i f e /V , 
Mother Mary Margaret said. ' >•, 

i ' / * • . ' > 

> > "• 
j * With the bishop's permission, ',''• 

six members of the community * 
served a two-week apprenticeship $' 
in t h e shop run by St. Joseph's ]' 

-Hospital,- and now the nuns turn , 
dut holy, cards,, novena cards, 
newsletters and, bulletins. This 
year, they printed Christmas cards - ' 
for the Trappist Monastery of Our , 
Lady of the Genesee, at Piffard. 
Those not Involved in the shop 
make vestment? and banners. , 

' ' '» 
"We are doing very i well ," the 

prioress observed/"Besides the,<-« 
new postulant tha ts „ coming, j 
there are two* o r , three .others 
getting "interested/' 

; 
Activities Day 

M i s . Cahgfciri draws these pupils f rom the Church o f the An­
nunciation School how to make Christmas wreaths out of cot-
ton and cloth on Activities Day: T h e day waV.sef aside as a 
break from the t radi t ional 3 R's o f education in order to let 
the first to fourth, graders try their hands a t cooking and 

designing Christmas decorations.. 
V 

{ 

• A* i 
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