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ompetmg’ with boys for ctoss'

. Country. Ten per cent had girls on,

y | the boys’: golf of swimming
; teams.

ln the “state’s Catholic hlgh
schools also, .tennis has been
drawing imany girls to boys’

teams. So ‘has track and swrm-p
ming.

'S Sports hav eern under study.

f HEW during the past year. One or

Bceive: Presrdent Ford’s approval as bemg
men athletes

wld eqmre all- lsports programs to be open to

- ex, on a tryout-basis. Girls would compete |
. football, gymnastics and all other-teams,
ied: athlete makmg the team on hIS or her
; The second woul *require “separate but equal sports
B " programs. for boys. and- girls, Equal budgets, coaching staffs,
N | facilities, etc.” would be’r’nandatory

" - ) Th hlrd would requrre schools to guarantee equal op-
E _portunities in sports to boys and girls, an extension of school

i athletlcs as it now‘exrsts in most schools in New York State.
i rdra lowa has been’ studled by federal of-
K virat %:rls sports can become.all over the
N t 500 'high-schools compete with girls’ teams

onships in _13 different sports (basketball — the .
by far-— and also track, softball, golf, tennis,.

ing, mixed ;golf volleyball gymnastlcs swimming, .
tennls synchromzed sw1mmmg and field hockey).

terscholastlc games 4n rural lowa are played as.
rs, with the girls playing first one night and the boys
. pha e next: In some places. girls and boys scores added .
" -, ‘together detérmine’ which schoot is the .champion. Girls are -
“coached, equrpped sréewarded, etc. the same as boys. Sports

. writers. focus on the girls ame. and devote as much space to girls’
o . Sports as to. ‘beys.” Girl_ hletes enjoy hlgh status within their
B- . . ,{iicommumtles : :

- - -

~ kind: “of cohscrence to the
polltlcal process, asking it to be:
‘more just, more truthful, more
haman. Examples of this abound
everywhere Pope Paul, in his
- letter, “A Call fo Action” "declares -
© that it is necessary to have the
_courage to ‘undertake a revision
of_ ‘e 'relatlonshxp between
nati . ~the " -control of.
_ proﬁts the monetary system,”

- the:

night - “demand.
nt rference‘m the

. Pope Paul
n ;hoflfl take

of ways

membe shlp_m the

5, ‘always

ns on others and ‘working

Qam and

oject is sponsored b¥

- country
" tics, i lery, rowing, shuffleboard
’ skung, swiiming  and dr[/mg,

hypothetlcal they are for real not
only " in New York but in

~Michigan,” New Mexico, Con-

necticut, New Jersey, lndxana,
anesota and Nebraska. And

" before long every state may be

required to -open boys — only
noncontact teams to girls or face
sex discrimination charges.  (The

U.S. Office of Civil Rights of HEW
is completing guidelines this
month that will explain what
equal athletic. opportunmes
schools must provide if' the
schools want\to ‘receive federal

" _ald;)

Mlxed sports teams have been
legal tn New York since 1971
when ' the ' Regents ' approved
mixed competition in archery,
badminton, bowling, cross
fencung, golf, gymnas-

table tennis, tennis and track| and
field. For a glrl to compete ejther
her school must not offer a girls’
team in the sport or she must get
the consent of her principal to
play on the boys’ team.

For talented girl athletes, the
opportunity to play on. a boys
team has meant either better
competition than they could
have received against other girls,

e chance to play in a sport
unorgamzed for girls in their

~ schools. Girls surveyed soon after

New York said that they would
prefer to be on a boys’ team by a
margin of two to one. They said
there was greater challenge, a
higher level of skill and more
opportunity for “competition
playing with boys. Seventy per
cent said no other girls in their
sthools could challenge them in
athletic ability, and even more
said they bélieved other schools

th}regulatlon was changed in

lacked sufﬁc:ent competition.

&

But for glrls of average athletlc

~skifls, the change may not have~

been - a blessing. Girls can
compete fairly against boys
. before puberty, but by junior high

"school age girls and boys no

Clrls competlng on boys in~
terscholastic teams are no longer .

<
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longer have the same heights,
weights or strengths. The average
boy can easily beat the average
girl in most school sports, edging
all but exceptional girl athletes
from places on boys’ teams. If
there is no girls’ team, that means
girls don't play; if there is a girls’
team, it may have second-best
status. )

What is needed in New York,
according to teachers“‘coaches,
students and parents surveyed by
the State Education Department
in 1970, are more opportunities

for girls to play on interscholastic

teams, especially on all-girl
teams. Schools are responding to
girls’ needs by formmg more girls*
teams. The New York State Public
High ‘School Athletic Association
(NYSPHSAA) shows that for the

" past school year the number of

schools reporting girls’ basketball,
Cross country, gymnastlcs soccer,
softball, swimming, tennis, track
and volleyball is up compared to
the 197273 vyear. Association
statistics also show that whereas
in 1948-49 only 2844 percent of

ew York’s high schools offered
ight or more sports for girls, last

‘year 81.8 per cent did. And nearly -

every school offers at least three
sports for girls today. -
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“Everything is Fomtlng in the
direction of girls compe}ltlon
being acceptable,” said Dr.
George Grover, director - of
Health, Physical Educatxon and
Recreation for the" State
Education Department in: Albany.
“But we can’t do it overnight. We
don't have the coaches, the
facilities or the money.” He said
the demand for girls competition
has to develop from ‘physical
education classes, and that the
demand is not yet present in all
schools

The executive secretary of the
State Catholic High School
Athletic Association, J. Alan
Davitt of Albany, said that many
professional women from the
physical education departments
of Catholic high schools have
complained that allowing girls to
play on boys’ teams takes away
their best girl athletes and
downgrades girls” sports.

However he sees: ﬁhe Education
Department regulation allowing
girls on boys’ teams to be a
positive step. “It tells our schools
that they should provide op-
portunities for girls in sports,” he
said. And, he added, schools are
getting the message.

- etc, .(Paragraph 43). Heré he tells .
cal: communlty that the..

'sensmve fo the'i

them toward al more human e

C‘HRIS TMAS DOWN TOW
THINGS IT. MEANS ARE A VA /L
AT MIDT OWN PLAZA ’




