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FOUNDATION 
Concern abou t t he lack of decent housing for low and 

moderate i ncome famil ies led to the format ion of the 
, Bishop Sheen Housing Foundation in 1968. 

A nonprof i t inst i tu t ion, the foundat ion set o u t on a 
program of help ing indiv idual famil ies buy homes. I t gave 
grants to fami l ies to be used as down payments on homes. 
These famil ies were able to meet mortgage payments but 
did not have suff icient funds for down payments. 

In its early days, the foundat ion also developed a 
home visi tat ion program consisting-, of volunteers who 
helped the famil ies w i th budgets, home maintenance and 
other problems encountered in home ownership 

In 1971, the foundat ion adopted new guidelines 
designed to help an increased number of famil ies and it 
began extending activit ies to all parts of the diocese. 
Under the new guidel ines,"whi le cont inu ing "to help 
famil ies on an indiv idual basis,the foundat ion now lends 
seed money" to nonprof i t organizatrons wh ich plan to 
proyide housing for low and moderate income famil ies. 
Support is given both to projects wh ich involve con
struct ion of new - housing and7 to proposals for 
rehabi l i tat ing older structures. As a no-interest loan is 
repaid, the money is available to be used again for another 
project. In this way, the foundation's resources can 
generate more housing than if used for outr ight grants. 

Another important act ivi ty is the education program. 
Through this it seeks to make individuals and groups 
sensitive to housing needs and what they can do to help 

Bishop Joseph L. Hogan is chairman of the foundat ion 
and both clergy and" laity are represented on the board. Lay 
members include lawyers, an architect, a CPA, a realtor, a 
county legislator, a social worker, the former head of the 
Rochester Housing Author i ty , and some housewives. 

Victor P. Ha'deed is president of 'the Executive 
Commit tee which1 includes Father Charles Mul l igan, 
director of the diocesan Human Development Of f ice, and 
James A. Dobson,v ice presidents; and Dr. Evelio A. Perez-
Albuerne and Leonard C. Wiltberger. 

Accord ing to the foundat ion there are more than 100 
nonpro f i t housing groups w i th in the diocese. Those being 
helped now by the, foundat ion are: 

* -Community Progress, Inc. (Steuben County). 

* Charles Sett lement House (Monroe County). ' 

* Project Reach (Steuben County ) . Commun i t y 
Progress, Inc. 

Help for the Deserving 
To Have fiome of Own 
COMMUNITY 

PROGRESS, INC. 
Communi ty Progress, Inc., (CPI) is a nonprof i t cor

poration established in 1970. Its primary object ive is to 
, provide decent housing on, 'scattered sites for lower ip-
come famil ies in need of assistance in obtain ing such 
housing. The main housing program is t o provide home, 
ownership for el igible families but a subsidiary program of 
rental housing also is maintained for some low-income 
famil ies under a federal rent subsidy program. 

CIP's housing programs have two addit ional func
tions: 1 . improvement of neighborhoods via rehabi l i tat ion 
of deteriorated houses and development o f unkept lots; 2. 
on-the-job training in construct ion skills for individuals 
hired under the federal Department Labor's Mainstream 
prograrn v ia the Steuben County Economic Oppor tun i ty 
Program and for the Steuben Criunty Board o f Cooperative 
Educational Services (BOCES)'Students. 

The job training program.is carried out w i th a general 
supervisor ,and several assistant supervisors possessing 
construct ion skills, who also 4ct as trainers. Formerly paid 
f rom federal funds, this team now is maintained on 
contr ibut ions f rom " t i m e to1 Itiririe by area churches, 
organizations and individuals.- .''V ! 

') ,i. The construct ion crew total ing f rom 10 to 15 men 
(excluding BOCES students) rehabilitates old houses and 
constructs new ones, which ar,e mainly sold (not rented) to 
lower income famil ies who hav;e been found el igible and 
on a basis where they do not' have any down payment 
burden wh i le receiving mortgage loans. The loans f rom a 
bank or savings and loan association are under terms more 
favorable than available to,iOthers^in the communi ty . 

PROJECT 
REACH ; 
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The foundat ion gave a $1,000 loan to Project Reach, a 
group based on Cohocton in'-Steuben County to serve the 
rural poor. The purpose of t he loan was to enable a rural, 
low- income fami ly to purchase property on sale for the 
past, due taxes. After the,•'purchase the house was 
rehabil i tated under federal funding. 

CHARLES 
SETTLEMENT • ; 

The foundat ion gave this Rochester sett lement house 
a $5,000 loan to he|p families' in -^spec i f ied area near the 
sett lement house make needed repairs to their hoim.es. The 
sett lement house administered the loan w i th an average 
amount of $400 going to individual famil ies. The loans 
were made for repairs to el iminate hazardous condit ions in 
homes, such as poor electrical vyirlng. 

Thus, the Bishop Sheen Housing Foundat ion. Work ing 
across the diocese to el iminate ohe,of our sorest problems 
— lack of adequate housing for low and moderate income 
famil ies. >? 

This house on Maple Avenue in Cor 
the BSHF Mike Harms of Project R< 
began in late June to insulate, wire, • 
well as put siding on the front and n 
now but Harms said perhaps more ir 
in such work. He said, tfcrtJn add 
Rehabilitation*, LivinggbiTtounty M 
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This house on Bridge Street hi Corning looks fine 
in photo but actually'was in need of extensive 

rehabilitation to make it liveable. 

A-construction crew from Community Progress, 
Inc., works on rehabilitating the interior. 

The exterior also was remodeled and spruced up. Andi 
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