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forjward and the pompous af­
terward, which the editor — the 
ever "with i t " Jason Epstein — 
adcied to the book Study 
Cupmo's agonized account of 
hojyv one tries to "shape a com­
promise when urban government 
makes a foolish decision from 

iich i t can't back down ^ whi< 

- It Isn't only that "the Church 
doesn't appreciate the neigh­
borhood/ $o one else i n the city 
does, either: -Neighborhoods .are 

I at best irrelevant and; at worst an 
' obstacle to iprogrgss: t he city 

government, the banking and 
lending institutions, the planning 
experts, the "prpf#siohaT 

: "liberals'' are ajl indiffereitfc to,the 
fate of the rieighbdrhood: So as 
one neigHbbrhdod .after another, 

'. i • jseaten away, the city feeds dhl ts 
-'[ own flesh and slowly destroys 

itself, Then leveryone wonders 
where the slums came frora 

j Take the now famous Forest 
i Hills case in New York. Read 
j Mario Guprhp's^ V.brilliaht and: 
^ s e n s i t i v e book, "Forest Hil ls 
f D i a r y " Forget the fool ish 

The unique thing about Forest 
Hi Is was not that it' was the first 
neighborhood to be threatened 

-with destruction; by. a com­
bination of liberal ideology and 
central.planning indifference. It 
WcS rather the first Jewish neigh-
bfrhpbd" where ''members of the 
middfe class responded to city 
he If decisions the way Catholic 
e t i n i cs responded previously 
(a id the way South Boston is 
responding : now). Cuorno's 
portrait of the complexity of 
ur aah life, the charade of the 
democrat ic decision-making 
pracess, and the dangers for the 
rmn caught in the middle is 
enough to"make anyone hesitate 
before entering a career m urb^an 
polities. 

Or vjsi£ the northwest Bronx 
where a cluster of Catholic 
pj rishes under' the leadership of 
Bishop Patrick Aherne are trying 
to stabilize what is left of their 
neighborhoods. One would think 
thst the city and its financial 
institutions, faced w i th the-
prospect of all of the Bronx 

THE OPEN 
WINDOW 

Fr. 
Louis Hohman 

Dear Rev. Hohman, 

It hurts, a -Roman Catholic, 
especially the authorities, to 
make such a statement: "accept 
Jesus as our personal Saviour". 
Because prior to "these times" we 
as Roman Catholics wrote the 
script, so to speak. 

And our pride has caught up 
with us or we with our pride. Now 
actually'you don't have to give 
the Protestants the credit for that 
statement. Nor do you or I or any 
other Roman Catholic have to 
feel ifs the wrong way to say it. 

The way to get around that 
type of thinking or feeling is to 
say: accept the word of God; 
then say it like it states in the 
New Testament — no more, no 
less. 

, If it says in the New Testament, 
i "accept Jesus as, our personal 

Saviour/' then by all means use it 
with the understanding that no 

, one owns these words but God. If 
1 it doesn't, then I too would feel 

ashamed to use them, because it 
sounds like Protestantism. 

What I would like to do, if I 
could, would be to quote the New 
Testament just as it was written, 
when you nave to. 

Thank You, 
A Roman Catholic 

P.S. I just noted that you are 
listed as the Episcopal Advisor — 
if that means you are not a 
Roman Catholic, then this letter 
may have other meanings. 

Dear R C , 

First let me'take care of your 
"P S " The word Episcopal is an 
adjective meaning pertaining to a 
bishop The Latin word for bishop 
is J "episcopus." Irt this case it 
means I -am advisor to the bishop 
(Bishop Hogan}" relative to the 
Courier Journal. 1 am an ordained 
Roman Catholic pries"t. 

*Jow for your letter. In his 
second letter,. St. Peter ad­
monishes Christians to grow in 
th£ grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 
Pej: 3 18) I as a person then am 
eniomed to accept Jesus as my 
Saviour I do not know any place 
in the Bible which uses the words, 
"accept Jesus as your personal 
Saviour" but al l Christian 
theology inc luding Roman 
Q tholic recognizes the necessity 
of such an acceptance. Jesus 
ofjfers me grace and salvation in 
his person but that cannot take 
effect until such tjme as I say 
"\jes," accept him as my Saviour. 
Through the years many people 
forgot this important truth and 
thought that by just going 
through r i tual motions and 
observances without any (or 
htkle) inward acceptance of Jestis, 
they could still be,-saved. 

My point in using the ex­
pression "accepting Christ as your 
personal Saviour" was that I 
thought it was a very good way of 
reminding us that Jesus offers his 
sa vation to us but that our -ac­
ceptance is a vitally important 
matter The fact: that Protestants 
indented and/or used the ex­
pression widely is of no im^ 
portance at all. to me. I am very* 
happy to be able to share their 
insights just as I hope they wil l be 
glad to accept ours. Tearing down 
these kinds of barriers, i n ­
cidentally, is the first vital step 
toward Christian unity. You were 
very right when you said the 
words belong not to Protestants 
but to God, just as all of us, 
Protestants and Catholics, belong 
to" pod ' j • 
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becoming a ghettoized jungle 
wou ld warmly support such 
efforts. In fact, the financial 
institutions continue to red-line 
the community, and the city 
government continues to 
pressure landlords to convert 
their apartments to welfare use. 

The short-run goals of the 
banks and the government 
become a threat to the long-run 
health of the'city, which neither 
the bureaucrats nor the bankers 
seem very worried about: When 
the neighborhoods are gone, the 
then what? 

But isn't all of this concern 
a b o u t n e i g h b o r h o o d s jus t a 
subtle form of racism? As long as 
l iberal ideologues and their 
Catholic allies repeat this min­
dless question the cities will 
continue to destroy themselves. 
What if it is racism? Don't racists 
have human rights? And whether 
the people in the neighborhoods 
are racists or not, the fun­
damental problem remains: keep 
on destroying the neighborhoods 
and you will destroy the city. 

I make no case for racism; but 
a moral denunciation of it is no 
substitute for actions to save the 
city. In fact, there is undoubtedly 
some racism, in the northwest 
Bronx (though most of the neigh­
borhoods there are already in­
tegrated by middle-class blacks), 
some very ugly racism in South 
Boston, and some racism in 
Forest Hills. But most of the 
people in neighborhoods are not 
pathological or ideological 
racists. They are simply 

frightened, and they have good 
reason to be. To refuse to listen to 
their valid fears is a sure way to 
drive them into the hands of the 
tiny hard core of real racists in 
the community. This, of course, i \ 
just what liberal suburban judges" 
and liberal city planners who live 
in high rise fortresses are doing. 

It's a funny thing, but that's 
what most blacks want, too. They 
want it a lot more than they want 
busing or scatter-site publ ic 
housing. 
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Contemporary 
Jewelry 

These pendants ate 
s t r u c k of solid 
bronze and decor­
ated with kiln-fired 
colors or natural 
patine. They come 
with chain, leather 
thong or silk cord. 

X- Singles, boxed assortments or 
personalized. .Select yours early! 

Nativity Sets 
The most significant way to "keep Christ in 

. Christmas." A wonderful collection of im­
ports and domestics . . . to give years of 
enjoyment and inspiration, 3 piece to 20 
piece sets in' a wide range of sensible prices. 

Mmic BOX 
Figurines 

A gift that will give pleasure 
year by year. Most rotate as 
music plays. Choice of figures 
and musical selections. 

•12.50 to $45.00 

i i i i i i i i m u 

Rosaries 
Are a most appropriate gift 
especially at this joyous time 
of .year. We have a truly 
vast collection. 

Books 
There is no more lasting gift 
than an inspiring book.. The re­
ligious book can be read and 
re-read. It never. is obsolete. 
TRANTS has diousands of vol­
umes from which to choose, 
both hard covers and paper 
bade*. We carry die classics 
and current best telltrt: 
AND, die best book ever, 

THE BIBLE 
We have many versions and 
bindings, sure to satisfy any 
taste and desirfc. 

TRANT'S 
STORE COUPON 
This c o u p o n , w h e n 
presented at our store, 
entitles the bearer to a 

10% DISCbUNTJ 
toward the purchase of 
boxed Christmas Cards. 

96 CLINTON AVE. N. 
115 FRANKLIN ST. 

Phone 454-1818 
STORE HOURS — 6 DAYS 9:00 AM. to 5:30 P.M. 
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