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WORD FOR 
SUNDAY 

Fr. 
Albert Shamon 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) M t 
3 1-12 (R1) Is 11 1-10 (R2) Rom. 
15 4-9 

The Second Sunday o f Advent 
introduces John the Baptist — 
" the advance agent" of the 
Messiah N o w Ma t thew does 
s o m e t h i n g r e m a r k a b l e h e 
identi f ies John the Baptist as the 
mysterious " v o i c e " foreto ld , by 
Isaiah cry ing o u t in t he desert t o 
prepare the way o f the Lord-(.Is. 
42 -3) The al lusion here is j r io t 
immediate ly obvious t o a non-
bib l jcal reader 

First o f a l l , t he Isaiah quoted by 
Ma t thew is not the Isaiah f rom 
w h o m the f irst reading in Sun
day's l i turgy is taken There were 
at least t w o prophets w h o go b y 
the name o f Isaiah O n e w h o is 
cal led First — / Isaiah wro te 
Chapters one, t o th i r ty-n ine of 
the book tha t bears his name. H e ' 
was an aristocrat, w h o wro te in 
classic Hebrew and l ived f rom 
742 B.C. t o 689 B.C., dur ing the 
terr ib le^t imes w h e n Assyria was 
terror iz ing the- then known World. 
The o ther , w h o is cal led Second^ 
Isaiah, authored Chapters for ty o t 
f i f l y - f i ve o f t he sarnie book. This 
Seicpnd-lsaiah l ived among the 
exiled jews in Baby lon, was a 
pro found th inker and an un
paral leled poet . He wro te f rom 
550 B :C o n . Second-Isaiah is the 
prophet quo ted by .Matthew. 

• I f y o u open t o the book- o f 
Isaiah in your Bibles and r i f f le 
through to. Chapter 4 0 / y o u w i l l 
f i nd a subt i t le : "The Book of 
C o n s o l a t i o n . " S e c o n d - I s a i a h , 
unl ike al i the other prophets 
before h i m , d i d no t inveigh 
against social injust ice God 
cal led h i m t o del iver a message of. 
comfor t and consolat ion t o His 
people After seventy years in . 
exi le, the Jews were l ike reeds 
bruised by cruel Babylon and 
w i c k s s m o l d e r i n g , a l l b u t 
quenched, by ty ranny They had 
had enough So God missioned 
Isaiah t o speak tenderly t o 
Jerusalem, t o p roc la im the good 
news tha t her gu i l t was expiated 
and her l iberat ion w o u l d be soon 
—' so soon that already a vo ice 
was cry ing ou t , " i n the desert 
prepare t h e w a y o f the Lo rd " (Is 
40:3). Another exodus, preached 
Isaiah, was in the making — one 

even greater than the exodus 
f r o m Egypt "The Lord goes fo r th 

. ' l i ke a warr ior he stirs up his 
ardor, He shouts ou t his bat t le 
c r y " (Is 42 13) 

M a t t h e w re-interprets Second-
Isaiah "He sees John the Baptizer, 
the greatest of the prophets, as 
the one sent to prepare a king's 
highway for a still newer Exodus 
- G o d ' s definitive rescue of His 
people from the slavery of sin 
through Christ. 

i 

Thus in Scripture there are 
t h r e e exoduses t w o f r o m 
political slavery - the exodus 
firo'm Egypt and t h e one f rom 
Baby lon, and the th i rd f rom the 
more terr ib le slavery of sin by 
Jesus' go ing o u t o f th is wor fd t o 
th.4 Father 

Adven t is a t ime of joy fu l 
an t ic ipa t ion o f t h e Redeemer and 
His redempt ion O n l y in t he l ight 
o f t he b ib l ica l exoduses can w e 
arrive at the to ta l concept o f , 
redempt ion Redempt ion is no t 
an ac t o n the part o f Jesus to; 
change the Father's a t t i tude 
toward us I t is t he other way 
around. Redemption is meant to 
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chc nge us in bo th our being and 
ou i becoming. Hence redernpt ion 
is bo th a n a c t and a process. 
Essentially i t ris an act o f 
l iberat ion f rom sin ( typ i f ied by 
thel deliverances f r o m Egypt and 

* Babylon) ef fected once and f o r . 
al l Iby bapt ism. Hence John the 
Baptizer. Baptism changes our 
very being and makes us be sons 
of pdd. 

. B(ut' that t ransformat ion is on ly 
fhejbeginning of redempt ion. For 
after bapt ism man st i l l remains a 
very disorganized person — his 
knowledge of ten ends in error, his 
love in selfishness and. lust, his 
acts; in cr ime ( typi f ied by the 
rebell ions ain the desert after the 
Egyptian Exodus and by the 
apathy after the Restoration f r om 
Babylon). 

Redempt ion, therefore, must 
. also be a lifelong, ongoing 

process, a becoming as wel l as a 
being, a-dai ly dy ing and rising, a 
dy ing f o selfishness and a r is ing 
to. otherness, t i l l hopefu l ly at the 
t ime o f physical death , w e shall 
be t ru l y l iberated, redeemed, 
passing over t o tha t land where 
."the w o l f shall be a guest of the 
l ams , arid the leopard shall l ie 
down w i t h the k id ; the calf and 
the young l ion shall browse 
together." 

A j ven t celebratesl- l is coming 
t o fur ther our becoming what He 
is! 

Life Group Asks Ford: 
Reconsider Rockefeller 

Albany — The New York State 
Right to Life Commit tee has 
cal led on President Ford to 
respond t o the thousands o f pro-
l i fe votes by re-examining his 
n o m i n a t i o n o f Ne l son 
Rockefel ler, . support ing passage 
of a Human Life Amendment , and 
insuring tha t a nat ional health 
insurance program is based on 
the r ight to l i fe. 

In a le t te j t o the President, the 
organizat ion calls at tent ion ho 
the fact tha t the Conservative 
U.S. senatorial candidate, Bar
bara K e a t i n g , r e c e i v e d o^er 
600,000 votes, campaigning on a 
staunch pro- l i fe p la t fo rm. \ 

" O n th is basis we again urge 
y o u t o re -examine M r . 
Rockefeller's nominat ion and p u t 
f o r w a r d a v i c e p r e s i d e n t 
designate w h o stands for respect 
for all human l i fe," the letter 
states. 

Questioned about the election 
results. Jack St. Leger, state 

executive d i rector , stated, "The 
main bat t le ground for restoring 
respect for l i fe w i l l be in the 
Congress and we are del ighted t o 
see the return of pro-l i fe men 
such as Hami l ton Fish, W i l l i am 
Walsh, and Dona ld M i tche l l . 

" O n the state level , we are 
preparing to int roduce a broad 
program of pro- l i fe legislat ion. 
Some proposals, such as com
prehensive materni ty insurance 
and e d u c a t i o n on a b o r t i o n " 
alternatives are very similar to 
p rog rams w h i c h , d u r i n g t h e 
campaign, Governor-Elect Carey 
stated he supported," said St. 
Leger. 
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Guard your future security against the? 
perils of inflation, declining income/ 
risky investments. Come to Marine^ 
Midland Bank. 

Just buy a 7.25 % Savings Certificate for 
as M e as $1,000 and we'll Guarantee 
you an annual yield of 7.63%. You 
choose how long you want to earn that! 
yield, from 4 to 7 years. No matter 
what happens during that period, 
Marine Midland guarantees you that 
7.63% growth every year. 

Federal law and regulation permit 
payment of a time deposit prior to 
maturity only if three months interest 
thereon is forfeited and interest on the 
amount withdrawn is reduced to 

passbook rate. So, you should be able 
to spare your cash for an extended 
period. But, that's so 
with any investment. 

And that's the point. 
If you're investing 
for the future, 7V4% 
Savings Certificates 
from the revolution 
ary bank can 
guard your ^ 
future secunty. r 
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